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MEET
MAVERICK

The Radio Host

WORDS: Amy Bell
PICTURES: Whitney Patton

As the radio host of 92.1 CTQ’s “Maverick & Lulu in the 
Morning,” Maverick Johnson is a household name for 
local country music fans. But there’s more to this popular 

media personality than meets the ear. In addition to his love of 
music, entertainment, and sports, Maverick is also passionate 
about giving back to the community. 

“Being able to help and make a difference in our wonderful 
community is by far the best thing we get to do in this job,” he 
enthuses. “From collecting thousands of toys with our local 
Marines each holiday season to giving away free mammograms 
to those who don’t have access to these lifesaving tests to helping 
kids through different organizations. I began volunteering early 
in my career, and I love everything about it.” 

On the Air
Maverick, a two-time CMA Award nominee, broadcasts weekday 
mornings to Southwest Florida on 92.1 CTQ, Sarasota’s Suncoast 
Country station since 1986. It all started back in 1990 when 
launched his career as an intern at the station. 

“I was hired part-time shortly thereafter, working in several 
departments and learning different aspects of the industry,” he 
recalls. “From producing shows, producing commercials, helping 
with sales and then learning several positions on the air, including 
news, sports, talk shows, and music shows.”    

Throughout his broadcasting career at CTQ, Maverick has hosted 
the morning show as well as the afternoon show. He says he 
loves country music and cherishes the time he’s been able to 

spend with some of today’s biggest country stars. When asked 
which artists were the most interesting and memorable to meet, 
Maverick mentioned some impressive names.

“I got to spend a lot of time with Keith Urban at Joyland before 
he was ‘Keith Urban,’ when he was just an unknown and up-and-
coming artist,” he says. “That was awesome.” 

Early in his career, Maverick also had the opportunity to hang out 
with Blake Shelton for an evening. “He was another up-and-coming 
artist,” Maverick remembers. “He was hungry, so we grabbed 
some dinner. The thing that still stands out to this day about that 
night was how much fun he was. Just a happy and funny person.” 

Shelton was particularly riveted by something we Southwest 
Floridians find fairly commonplace. “He kept asking me all about 
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alligators,” Maverick laughs. “He was fascinated by them. He is 
from Oklahoma and had apparently never seen one in real life 
when we met.”

Maverick admits he was the most star-struck by one country 
artist in particular. “Garth Brooks is the name that instantly comes 
to mind,” he says. “I’ve had the chance to interview him on the 
phone a few times. However, in the last few years, I’ve been 
blessed to meet and interview him in person twice. He is just a 
genuinely nice person.”

Rise of a Radio Personality

It’s no wonder why Maverick has such a strong connection with 
the Suncoast community. He’s lived here most of his life. 

His parents moved to Venice, Florida when Maverick was in the 
1st grade. He attended Venice Elementary School, Venice Middle 
School, and Venice High School. After high school graduation, 
he attended broadcasting school in Tampa. 

But he did not always have plans to become a country radio host. 
At first, Maverick had an eye on a career in sports broadcasting. “I 
got into to the business because of my love of sports,” he explains. 
“When I was very young, my goal was to be a sportscaster.” 

After he graduated from broadcasting school, Maverick received 
his first internship with WCTQ/WAMR Radio. “Soon into my 
internship, my first on air role was as the pregame and halftime host 
and sideline reporter for Venice High School football games,” he 
says. “As my experience grew, I was assigned other roles and jobs.” 

During this time, Maverick discovered he enjoyed other 
broadcasting positions outside of sports. “I initially wanted to 
go into TV, but I fell in love with radio,” he explains. “The ability 
to connect and talk with listeners every day is so much fun and 
rewarding. From having a laugh to tackling tough and important 
issues together is what radio is about: A true connection.” 

Evolution of Local Radio
In today’s world of 24-hour news, social media, and information 
at your fingertips, Maverick says people often ask him if working 
in local radio is the same as it was 20 years ago. “The answer is 
yes and no,” he remarks. “It has changed, but for the better. In 
fact, just as many if not more people listen to local radio today as 
they did 20 years ago. We live in a world that is so ‘on-demand,’ 
yet there is less and less local content available. One place 
where you still get that info is local radio,” he says. “We are still 
here getting the word out about what is important to you. Local 
radio is your community partner, and that is what I love about it.” 

And it’s pretty obvious that Maverick has a soft spot for this 
community. “I absolutely love the Manatee and Sarasota county 
area,” he enthuses. “I so enjoy the outdoors in this spectacular 
place where we live.” When he’s not working or volunteering, 
Maverick says he spends time kayaking, boating, fishing, scuba 
diving, mountain biking, and spending time on the beach. 

“I also enjoy live events, sports, and music - and my favorite part 
of that is tailgating with friends before. I love spending time with 
family and friends. Many of my friends I consider family.”

Host with a Heart
With deep roots in the community and a passion for philanthropy, 
Maverick takes every opportunity to get involved with local 
charities. He is a volunteer and committee member for the 
Sarasota National Cemetery and also does a lot of charity work 
for local first responders. 

“We recently held a ‘banner signing’ event showing community 
support for ALL in law enforcement,” he says. “We also help 
with community events they host, including fundraising, toy 
and food drives for the sheriff’s departments, Pack the Patrol 
Car with school supplies for the local police departments, and 
Muscular Dystrophy Association’s Fill the Boot drives for our 
fire departments.”

Garth Brooks at Pirate City

In CTQ Studio with Manatee Sheriff Rick Wells and Lulu
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M o s t  r e c e n t l y , 
Maver ick and the 
CTQ crew have lent a 
hand to Turning Points, 
Goodwill Manasota, 
S tu f f  the  Bus  (to 
benefit The Food Bank 
of Manatee), and All 
Faiths Food Bank’s 
Campaign Against 
Summer Hunger, just 
to name a few.

When asked what 
inspires him to give 
back so generously, 
Maverick answers, 
“My parents instilled 
it in me. They always 
said, ‘If you can help 
someone, help.’” 

Volunteering took on a more personal significance for Maverick 
in 1999 when his mother was diagnosed with breast cancer. 
Fortunately, his mother is a survivor. After surgery, chemotherapy, 
and radiation, she beat the disease. 

“Later that year, I was approached by a volunteer with the 
Cancer Society to help them with fundraising,” Maverick 
explains. To this day, he continues to work with the society. “My 
relationship to help locally with the Cancer Society is still going 
strong,” he adds. “For the last three years, we have hosted 
a Pink Sunset Cruise in honor of my mother and all others 
battling this disease. LeBarge Cruises in Sarasota donates 
their boat and staff for one evening, and 100% of the dollars 
raised by those who attend the cruise goes to the American 
Cancer Society.”

Wishes for Heroes
In 2011, Maverick’s father, Denis V. Cooper, passed away 
unexpectedly. “He served our country as a U.S. Marine 
Helicopter Crew Chief in combat in Vietnam,” Maverick says. He 
explains that his father was misdiagnosed while under the care 
of the Veterans Administration (VA) and quickly grew ill. 

“While he was in hospice care with the VA, they told us about 
a ‘grant a wish’ program that granted a last wish for veterans,” 
Maverick recalls. “My dad wanted to take my sister and I fishing 
one last time. However, he was too sick to leave his hospice room. 
My mother was so distraught about how my dad died, she asked 
me if we could create a foundation in his name to help veterans, 
like my dad, who had seemingly been forgotten.”

Maverick decided to create a wish-granting organization for 
military veterans and their families. In 2014, Denis V. Cooper 
Foundation - Wishes for Heroes was born. “We collaborate with 
all other local veteran organizations and other local non-profit 
organizations that assist veterans,” Maverick explains. 

The all-volunteer, 501c3 non-profit organization has already 
granted some incredible wishes. In 2019, Wishes for Heroes 
covered dental work for 98-year-old Chief Bill Cheeseman, a 
U.S. Navy World War II Veteran from Sarasota. “This hero can’t 
stop smiling because after years of the VA turning him down for 
dental care, he now has his pearly whites back,” Maverick says. 

In 2018, the Foundation granted a wish for Sgt. Clarence Addy, a 
94-year-old U.S. Air Force WWII Veteran in Sarasota. As a B-17 
lower ball turret gunner, he flew many combat missions against Nazi 
Germany. Clarence’s roof was in bad shape, so his friend nominated 
him for the wish. “Thanks to our wonderful supporters, we were 
able to grant this hero’s wish and replace his roof,” Maverick adds. 

Maverick says that creating Wishes for Heroes after his father’s 
death was like, “finding sunshine after a storm.” There is no 
question that this big-hearted radio host will continue to spread 
plenty of sunshine across Southwest Florida.

•	 To	learn	more	about	Wishes	for	Heroes,
			visit	wishesforheroes.org.

Maverick and his Mom Grace

Maverick and his Mom Grace

Sgt. Clarence Addy, United States Air Force, a B-17 lower ball turret 
gunner in WWII, who flew many combat missions against Nazi Germany. 
Clarence is 95 years old and lives in Sarasota.
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®

SarasotaJungleGardens.com
3701 Bay Shore Road • Sarasota, FL 34234

For more information, visit our website or call 941-355-1112 ext. 307

• Packages for 15 to 40 or more guests
• All day fun for the whole family
• Food included
• Recognition at animal shows
• Animal interactions
• Reserved seating area

Bring Your
PARTY TO LIFE!

You’ll fly through here!

For fl ight information please visit us at srq-airport.com.

CHECK OUT THE NEW SRQ
NONSTOP FLIGHTS TO MAJOR CITIES AND CONNECTIONS EVERYWHERE
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  Tutoring and Enrichment SAT/ACT Prep Homework Help

Changing Lives Through Math™

Kids don’t hate math, they hate feeling frustrated. 
We teach kids how to truly understand math, eliminating 
their frustration. Our caring, highly trained instructors 
assess and teach each child individually, using a 
customized learning plan. The Mathnasium Method™ 
builds confidence, develops critical thinking skills, and 
boosts grades and scores … for today and for their 
future.
 
Teaching math is not just what we do, it’s all we do. We’re 
the authority in math education, with over 900 learning 
centers worldwide. Start your child’s transformation.

 Is Just The Beginning
Success In Math

Schedule a comprehensive free assessment today.

941-254-6577
www.mathnasium.com/bradenton
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Happy Amongst 
Her Cubs …
Annette Larkin reflects on decades 
in child care and helping her community
WORDS: Bre Jones Mulock
PICTURES: Whitney Patton

When life swells uncomfortably 
out of proportion and the phone 
buzzes impatiently every five 

minutes, Annette Larkin – the gregarious, 
charismatic director and owner of Happy 
Cubs Child Care Center who has a talking 
speed fast enough to challenge any 
auctioneer – knows exactly where she 
needs to go for a deep breath and re-
centering: The baby room.

Turning her phone on silent for a few 
moments, Larkin beelines out of her office 
and down an outside hall with her long, 
jet-black hair trailing behind and enters 
a room where little round faces peer up 
from tummy time or rest peacefully in cribs 
neatly lined up in rows.

“When it gets crazy in here, for me, I head 
to the baby room,” said Larkin, leaning in 
with a sly smile and raised eyebrows as 

if revealing a secret. “I can take a break 
and sit and rock a baby or watch one just 
getting ready to walk. Children for me 
have always been a grounding.”

Larkin, a long-time Bradenton resident 
with a 35-year career in child care that has 
unfolded like well-loved pages of a favorite 
storybook now touching generations of 
Manatee County residents, has poured 
heart and soul into her community.  
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While raising two daughters and growing 
a child care center that maintains some 
of the top ratings in the state and has a 
waiting list 100 deep, Larkin has devoted 
much of her life to volunteerism, including 
actively and passionately sharing her 
voice on four current local boards: 
The Early Learning Coalition (ELC), 
Foundation for Dreams, Our Daily Bread, 
and State College of Florida’s Advisory 
Board for the ECE Programs.

“I try to be under the radar, but I will 
absolutely do anything if it has to do with 
children or first responders,” said Larkin, 
donning bright turquoise statement 
earrings and revealing a high energy that 
never seems to sputter on empty. “On the 
boards I serve, I’m not afraid to say, ‘No, 
that’s not going to work,’ or ‘That looks 
good on paper, but won’t work in real 
life.’ A lot of people want to sit on boards 
for status. Well, I don’t have time for that.”

Larkin exudes too much drive to just 
“sit” on boards. Not only has she been 
a member of the ELC board since its 
inception, but she’s also serving as the 
current vice-chairman of the Foundation 
for Dreams board.

“Annette leads with grace and dignity, 
always helping to build a culture of 
philanthropy in our local community 
and for our organization,” said Elena 
Cassella, Executive Director at Foundation 
for Dreams. 

Comforting, rich scents of meals like 
baking lasagna or a boiling dinner (meat, 
potatoes and carrots) would drift from 
Larkin’s Boston, Massachusetts family 
kitchen every day at 5 pm sharp. Growing 
up in a traditional Irish/Italian/Catholic 
family, Larkin shared a dinner table with 
11 siblings, including her identical twin 
sister and many foster children throughout 
the years.

“Our dinner table only sat 10, so my 
twin sister, Angela, and I would eat in 
the dining room at our mother’s piano 
bench,” said Larkin who has been known 
to automatically scan an airplane before 
taking off to note inventory of children 
and their possible needs with help going 
to the bathroom. “We all looked forward 
to being together. Our home was always 
the neighborhood place to gather and 
everyone was always welcome.”

While never feeling in need, sharing 
a childhood with a sprawling family 
often meant less funds for extras like 
horseback riding lessons or college 
accounts. Working as a nanny and saving 
up babysitting money, Larkin carved 
her own path through higher education. 
Determined to succeed, she sought out 
opportunities and hopes to help other 
families in her community do the same.

“I sit on boards to help make our 
community better for others, especially 
those in need,” said Larkin, pausing to 
help one of her teachers locate a child’s 
breathing treatment for the day. “Just 
because you only make $13,000 a year, 
that doesn’t mean you don’t deserve to 
have quality child care or the same care 
as a physician’s kids. Your salary shouldn’t 
define you. We all deserve to be able to 
choose a better life for our children.”

Before sunrise each work day, a stream of 
eager babies, toddlers, and preschoolers 
begin flowing through the doors at Happy 
Cubs, a five-star rated child care program 
across from Blake Medical Center that 
first opened its doors 38 years ago 
as a child care resource for hospital 
employees to enroll their children.  

Laughter and a faint scent of finger 
paint fill the rooms where meticulously 
organized toys line up like toy soldiers 
ready for a day of playing and learning. 
Grateful for her relationship with Blake, 
Larkin says the connection continues to 
blossom as a win-win.

“Employees of the hospital can feel good 
about dropping off their kids, about being 
a nurse or a doctor or maintenance worker 
and still being a mom or a dad,” said 
Larkin who shares the families she serves 
are currently about 87 percent connected 
to Blake. The program is also open to the 
community. “On a lunch break, they can 
walk across the street to grab a hug from 
their kids or even just check on them. We 
are open door all the of the time.”

As teachers and visitors recently 
meandered in and out of Larkin’s office 
to ask questions or find supplies, a 
crystal-clear theme shimmered to life: 
Happy Cubs is not just a child care center. 
It’s a tight-nit family that boasts a long 
and winding history of caring for multi-
generations growing up in Bradenton. 
With each and every visitor, Larkin would 
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pipe up to weave a narrative, sharing 
surprising facts like, “Oh, she’s a teacher 
here now, but I had her as a baby at the 
center and, by the way, I also have her 
kids here now, too.”

Beaming with pride, Larkin’s smile glowed 
brighter and brighter as she continued 
to rattle off all the kids who played, rode 
tricycles, napped, and explored the 
alphabet at her center and are now adults 
bringing their own kids to Happy Cubs.

“It’s like déjà vu!” Larkin exclaimed with 
a chuckle. “I’ll have a kid giving me an 
expression or acting a certain way, and 
then I’ll remember their mom or dad did 
the same thing. I’m so fortunate to see kids 
grow into adults and stay or come back to 
this community. I love my community – it’s 
a place where everyone knows everyone, 
and we all look out for our kids.”

As if waiting in the wings and stepping 
out on cue, Director of Maintenance for 
Blake, Dave Roehl, popped his head 
into Larkin’s office to not only check on a 
work order, but also peek in on someone 
special: His grandson. Two out of his four 
grandchildren have been Happy Cubs 
kids. Even more profound, both his sons 
attended the center as babies, too.

“This is a great center for children, and it’s 
this way mainly because of her,” he said, 
pointing a finger at Larkin. 

Perhaps families continue to cycle back 
to Larkin because she creatively builds 
unique programs to feed growing minds. 
Inspiring a new generation of community 
volunteers, Larkin reached out to Manatee 
High School’s Spanish Club to invite 
students to teach her kids Spanish once 
a week in return for service hours.  

A voracious reader who will drive back 
to the office at night in her PJs if she 
happens to leave her book at work, Larkin 
developed a reading program to bridge 
the kids with hospital employees. She 
reached out to administration at Blake 
and invited employees to lead story time 
for the kids.

“The response was amazing,” said Larkin, 
who will not hesitate to open a cabinet 
door and show off her impressive stack 
of mystery and romance novels she 
shares with her staff. “Almost every top 
administrator has been over to read. 
It’s been good for the employees, too. I 

might have an ICU nurse with a terminally 
ill patient come over to read. She gets 
hugged on and kissed on by the kids and 
a little break. She can go back to work a 
little refreshed.”

When she is not running a school or 
striving to make change in her community, 
Larkin is probably whipping up one of 
her famous auction baskets, which she 
does annually for the ELC Golf Classic 
fundraiser. With a flair for fashion and 
style, she relishes in the challenge and 
artistry of piecing together auction items 
benefiting various community fundraisers. 

“I like to think about how I would want a 
basket,” said Larkin. “If it’s a limo ride, I 
would pair it with a nice dinner, maybe 
champagne with 
pret t y  g lasses. 
How about a wallet 
with a $100 bill in it 
for the man? I’m the 
one who will seek 
out ribbons with 
golf balls on them 
for a golf basket. 
I love doing this. I 
love seeing the joy 
it brings.”

The joy in helping 
others has inspired 

Larkin to march up to Tallahassee when 
she retires and advocate tirelessly for 
child care. But for now, she’s content 
surrounded by her Happy Cubs kids.

“I love being around these kids because 
they are so innocent,” said Larkin. “They 
don’t care if you can’t read well or if you 
have a funny voice or how you look. They 
are non-judgmental.” 

Well, almost…

“I will say they can say the funniest 
things,” Larkin said. “I had this one little 
girl who came up to me and said, ‘Ms. 
Annette, I like your outfit and you look 
nice today, but you really could use a little 
lipstick.’ And you know what? I probably 
could have used some lipstick.”

Manatee County Sheriff Rick Wells takes part in the Deputy Friendly reading program 
at Happy Cubs.
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Meet Your Lakewood Ranch Medical Group Team 

8340 Lakewood Ranch Boulevard, Suite 210
Bradenton, FL 34202 | 941.782.2800

Felicia A. Wagman, MD
Obstetrician and 
Gynecologist

Claire McGill, DO 
Primary Care Physician

Payal Jhawar, MD
Primary Care Physician

Denise Digregorio, 
ARNP 
Nurse Practitioner

Kelly Duggin, MD
Primary Care Physician

Book your appointment online at: lpaprimarycare.com

Member of Manatee Physician Alliance
For language assistance, disability accommodations and the non-discrimination notice, 

visit our website. 200658-0145  1/20

Reed Holland, DO, MPH
Internal Medicine Physician

Indu S. Menon, MD
Internal Medicine Physician

1854 Rye Road East 
Bradenton, FL 34212  | 941.216.3939

Book your appointment online at: lparyeroad.com

Individualized Primary Care and  
OB/GYN Providers for Your Family Members 

Ages 12 to Adults

Meet Your Lakewood Ranch Primary Care Rye Road Team





2020 CENSUS

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT :  
 
DEBBIE  DELEON (941) -749-3030 EXT .  3482

ACCESS TO FEDERAL  FUNDS

HELP BUSINESSES GROW



19

#MAKE
MANATEE COUNT!

WORDS: Jessica Schubick

You’ve probably heard that the U.S. 
Census is being conducted this 
year, but you may be wondering 

what the Census is and why your 
participation is important. We’ve put 
together some information from the U.S. 
Census Bureau and our local Manatee 
County government officials to help 
you navigate the Census process – and 
understand the importance of an accurate 
population count to our community. 

So, what is the Census? 
The federal government conducts a 
population count of everyone in the 
United States every 10 years. According 
to the U.S. Census Bureau, data from the 
Census is the basis for distributing more 
than $675 billion in federal funds annually 
to communities across the country to 

support vital programs – impacting 
housing, education, transportation, 
employment, health care, and public 
policy. They are also used to redraw the 
boundaries of congressional and state 
legislative districts.

In Manatee County, Census information 
will be used by Federal officials to 
fund services like fire stations, schools, 
clinics, and representation that affect our 
community. In addition to government 
use, Census data is used by nonprofit 
agencies to better understand local 
demographics, by businesses to 
create jobs, and even by students for 
school projects. Understanding how 
the population changes helps us shape 
communities for the better. 

How accurate is the Census? 
According to the last U.S. Census 
conducted in 2010, the United States 
population was 308.7 million people. 
While the Census Bureau is confident 
that their accuracy has been increasing 
over the past several decades, there 
are some challenges that can impede 
an accurate count. The main challenge 
Census workers face is non-response. 

People have a number of reasons for not 
participating: they may feel the census 
doesn’t have any impact on their life, 
they may feel uncomfortable sharing 
their information, they may have difficulty 
completing their forms, or may simply feel 
they don’t have time to fill out their forms 
as they inaccurately assume the Census 
will be time consuming and cumbersome.

Special thanks to Manatee County Government 
Neighborhood Connections staff for helping to gather this information.

Census Team (Left to Right): Kaitlyn Stelzer, Wendy Edwards, Xavier Colon, Debbie Deleon, Makayla Lindecamp, Mary Camp and Simone Peterson.
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Why are certain groups 
traditionally undercounted?
Underrepresented populations are referred 
to as “Hard to Count.” These hard to count 
populations fall into four main categories: 
hard to locate, hard to interview, hard to 
contact, hard to persuade. Populations 
that often fall in this category include 
young children, highly mobile persons, 
racial and ethnic minorit ies, non-
English speakers, low-income persons, 
persons experiencing homelessness, 
undocumented immigrants, persons 
who distrust the government, LGBTQ 
persons, persons with mental or physical 
disabilities, and persons who do not live 
in traditional housing.

Ensuring representative inclusion for all 
populations is vital to our community and 
residents. When national censuses miss 
members of “Hard to Count” populations 
it can lead to skewed demographic 
estimates, underrepresentation within 
government, and inefficient allocation of 
public and private resources.

Debbie Deleon, Manatee County 
Neighborhood Services Coordinator, 
said: “An accurate Census count allows 
residents of Manatee County to receive 
their fair share of federal funding that 
helps fund important programs such 
as: Medicaid; Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP); Housing 
and Community Development Programs; 
School Breakfast Program, Head Start; 
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families 
(TANF); Pell Grants; Special Supplemental 
Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, 
and Children (WIC); Aging Programs, 
Workforce Programs, Public Transit, etc.”

Are Census 
responses confidential?
All responses to Census Bureau surveys 
and censuses are confidential and 
protected under Title 13 of the U.S. Code. 
Under this law, the Census Bureau is 
required to keep respondent information 
confidential. The results can only be 
reported in statistical format. Additionally, 
under Title 13, U.S. Code, all Census 
Bureau employees swear a lifetime oath to 
protect respondent data. It is a felony for 
any Census Bureau employee to disclose 
any confidential census information during 
or after employment, and the penalty 
for wrongful disclosure is up to 5 years 
imprisonment and/or a fine of $250,000.

Furthermore, the U.S. Census Bureau 
will never share a respondent’s personal 
information with immigration enforcement 
agencies, like ICE; law enforcement 
agencies, like the FBI or police; or allow it 
to be used to determine their eligibility for 
government benefits. The results from any 
census or survey are reported in statistical 
format only.

What is the 2020 
U.S. Census process?
Beginning the middle of March, you’ll 
receive either an invitation encouraging 
you to respond online or an invitation 
along with a paper questionnaire. Most 
areas of the country are likely to respond 

online, so most households will receive a 
letter asking you to go online to complete 
the census questionnaire. Areas that are 
less likely to respond online will receive 
a paper questionnaire along with their 
invitation. The invitation will also include 
information about how to respond online 
or by phone.

All participants will have the option of 
responding online, by mail, or by phone. 
Households that don’t respond in one of 
these ways will be visited by a census 
taker to collect the information in person. 
Every census employee should have 
an official US Census badge. If the 
homeowners have concerns, they can 
call the 800 number on the card they 
receive and ask if Census officials are 
enumerating in their area.

How can Manatee County residents help 
to ensure that we get the most accurate 
Census data possible for our community?

Deleon urges all residents to go online 
and fill out their Census form accurately 
and to the best of their ability after they 
receive their invitation. She continues, “Let 
others know the importance of the census 
to our community and encourage family, 
friends, neighbors and other community 
members to fill out their census form. By 
filing out your 2020 Census Questionnaire 
you can do your part in making Manatee 
County a better place to live, work and 
play. Let’s #MakeManateeCount!”



WHY ARE THEY HARD
TO COUNT?
Hard to Interview: Participation
hindered by language barriers, low
literacy, lack of internet access. 
 
Hard to Locate: Housing units not in
our frame and or persons wanting to
remain hidden. 
 
Hard to Contact: Highly mobile, people
experiencing homelessness, physical
access barriers such as gated
communities. 
 
Hard to Persuade: Suspicious of
government, low levels of civic
engagement. 

HARD TO COUNT AREAS
Populations due to different obstacles have a lower response rate on the Census 

WHO IS HARD TO
COUNT? 
 Young Children

Highly mobile persons
Racial and ethnic minorities
Non-English speakers
Low income persons
Persons experiencing homelessness
Undocumented immigrants
Persons who distrust the
government
LGBTQ persons
Persons with mental or physical
disabilities 
Persons who do not live in
traditional housing. 

30%-48%
Predicted Mail Non-Response

Rate
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Safe 
Kids Day

Let’s celebrate kids, safety and saving lives!
SUNDAY, APRIL 5 | 12 - 3 p.m. 
The Mall at University Town Center
140 University Town Center Dr., Sarasota, FL 34243

• Free, family-friendly event
• Safety tips for the whole family, focusing infants through teens  
• Indoor and outdoor interactive games, activities and bounce houses 
• Giveaways, such as child-proofing locks, life jackets and more

LEARN ABOUT THESE TOPICS THROUGH PLAY: 
• Water safety
• Car seat safety
• Bicycle and pedestrian safety
• Sports safety
• Home safety and more

Local agencies, such as fire departments, law enforcement, hospitals and others 
will be on hand to share information. 

Learn more at HopkinsAllChildrens.org/safekids  
or call 941-737-4131
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LANDSIDE
6906 14th Street West

941.758.7880

BRIDGE STREET PIER
Bradenton Beach

941.778.AMOB (2662)

CORTEZ
6696 Cortez Road

941.792.0077

ELLENTON
1525 51st Avenue East

941.721.7773

Annn Marin Oyster Bar
You'll feel like family at

Visit us online for menu, specials,  location info,
& more at  OysterBar.net

June 8 - July 17 

For curious 2nd-5th 
graders who want to 
solve great mysteries, 
dive into the science of 
sharks or even harness 
the power of electricity!

SUMMER 
SCIENCE CAMP

www.BishopScience.org

201 10th Street West  
Bradenton, FL 34205
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A Landmark
   Pier Restaurant
WORDS: Kara Chalmers
PICTURES: Whitney Patton

Greg Campbell was 12 and home - supposedly sick - from school, when 
he cooked on his own for the first time. Always ambitious, he chose 
popovers - light-as-air, eggy bread rolls, known for soft interiors and 

crisp golden crusts. He used all his mom’s flour, “destroyed the kitchen,” he 
said, and the popovers he made were an utter failure. 

Chef Campbell, now 48, estimates that he’s since made thousands of 
popovers, as well as countless other dishes over a 35-year career in the 
restaurant business. “Feeding people is one of the most gratifying things 
you can do,” Campbell said. “It’s a great business to be in.”

Campbell is more than just a chef. He is Executive Chef and Director of 
Operations at Bradenton’s landmark waterfront restaurant Pier 22 - a place 
that’s much more than just a restaurant. It’s a company - and one that’s 
always growing. 

Picture courtesy of Pier 22
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For one, there’s the nearly 100-year-old Mediterranean Revival-style 
building, situated on the end of downtown Bradenton’s pier over the 
Manatee River. Inside the two-floor structure are formal dining areas, 
a lounge, a sushi bar, private and semi-private dining areas, and a 
second-floor ballroom that can accommodate up to 300 people. 

The property also has seating (some of which is covered in the 
winter) on an expansive waterfront patio and terrace, where 
there’s an outdoor full bar and a 13-seat fire pit table. Hundreds 
of events are held at Pier 22 every year, from holiday parties and 
corporate meetings to baby showers and lavish weddings. The 
restaurant also holds events including a Mother’s Day dinner, an 
Easter brunch, and a New Year’s Eve party. 

Pier 22 (the name comes from the number on its channel marker 
on the river) is open for lunch and dinner every day, plus for 
Sunday brunch. Patrons can dock at complimentary docks. 
“There’s nothing in downtown Bradenton that’s similar,” Campbell 
said, referring to the diversity of experiences that Pier 22 offers.

But there’s more. Campbell also heads up Pier 22 Special Events 
and Catering, an entity focusing on both off- and on-site catering 
and professional planning. The Pier 22 restaurant group also 
includes the Bealls Bistro by Pier 22, Corwin’s Ice Cream and 
Smoothies, and the Pier Bakery, which isn’t open to the public, 
but supplies freshly baked bread and pastries to all restaurants. 

Finally, Grove Restaurant, Patio and Ballroom, offering regional 
American cuisine for lunch, dinner, and brunch in downtown 
Lakewood Ranch, opened in early December 2018. 

Campbell, who splits his time mainly between Grove and Pier 22, 
estimates there are more than 300 employees total in the Pier 22 
restaurant group. “My job is people,” he said. “I give people the 
opportunity to succeed, and the tools to do their jobs.”

Picture courtesy of Pier 22
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An Impressive Culinary Career
Campbell got his start in the restaurant industry at age 18, when 
he worked as a saucier in a high-end Italian restaurant in his 
home town in Georgia. But he had been cooking since he was 
11, learning mostly from his French grandmother. “I love what I 
do,” he said. “I’ve never wanted to do anything else.”

Campbell has worked in several cities and states and in many 
different roles, including his first General Manager post when he 
was 28. “I made it my goal to learn everything about food and 
the service of food,” he said.

Campbell has worked for Pier 22 for 14 years. In that time, the 
property has had several facelifts. 

“We’ve come a long way in 14 years,” Campbell said. “We try to 
cover a variety of experiences.”

The menu, which is Campbell’s creation, is large and features 
dishes from around the globe, with somewhat of a focus on 
seafood. Campbell calls the menu innovative but not trendy. It’s 
incredibly approachable, he said, and he constantly develops 
and changes the food and drink offerings. 

However, there are certain popular offerings - the Wasabi Tuna 
and the Alligator Sandwich, for example - that he said he’ll never 
take off the menu. “Everyone who comes in will find something 
to enjoy,” Campbell said. 

Pier 22 is notably accommodating to diners - many dishes are 
already, or can be made, gluten-free. There are vegan and 
vegetarian options as well. “We can do this because we are a 
completely scratch kitchen,” Campbell said. 

For Campbell himself, and for his employees, Pier 22 offers a 
wealth of opportunities to learn and grow. Because of the scope 
of the company, there are challenges to surmount and tasks 
to complete every day. One example: there are 400 total light 
switches to turn off at the end of the night, Campbell said. “The 
experiences I’ve gained being here are overwhelmingly difficult 
to find anywhere else,” he said.

Pier 22 
Grouper Oscar: A dinner special featuring pan-seared black 
grouper with jumbo lump crab, hollandaise sauce, asparagus, 
and sweet corn risotto.
Wasabi Tuna: Tuna with a mild wasabi crust, sesame peanut 
sauce, soy glaze, sticky rice, and wok vegetables.
Alligator Sandwich: Breaded scaloppini alligator, fried leeks, 
honey mustard, provolone, lettuce, and tomato, on a ciabatta roll.
Fiesta Roll: A sushi roll featuring tempura shrimp and avocado 
wrapped with tuna, unagi, sriracha, and spicy mustard.

What to Try at Pier 22 and Grove…
Grove
Ahi Tuna Nachos: Seared Yellowfin tuna, wakame salad, 
avocado, soy glaze, Sriracha, spicy mustard aioli, sesame seeds, 
and wonton chips.
Brisket Sliders: Smoked brisket, tomato jam, sweet BBQ aioli 
and bacon, on toasted brioche buns.
Bayou Savage Flatbread: Blackened chicken, andouille sausage, 
tasso cream, jalapeño jack cheese, tomato jam, and crispy onion.
Seafood Cobb Salad: Shrimp, crab, lobster, spring mix, avocado, 
bacon, red onion, tomato jam, bleu cheese, sweet peas, brioche 
crumbles, and green goddess dressing.



Holidays  Around      the Ranch 2019  
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Pictures: Wendy Dewhurst
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Family Friendly$0
Valid Through 3/31/20

WHAT MOVES 

YOU?manateeymca.org        
941-798-9622           

Parrish Family YMCA
12214 US 301 N
Parrish, FL 34219

Bradenton Family YMCA
3805 59th St W

Bradenton, FL 34209

Lakewood Ranch Family YMCA
5100 Lakewood Ranch Blvd 
Lakewood Ranch, FL 34211

JOIN FEE GET MOVING IN  
2020 AT  

THE MANATEE 
FAMILY YMCA! 

BOOK US
FOR YOUR NEXT EVENT!

Kona Ice of Manatee County

941.465.0802

scedwards@kona-ice.com

kona-ice.com

Have Kona Ice®
at your Spring Events,

Sports, Parties, 
and Corporate Events!



Let’s Hear it for the
Puppy Raisers!

WORDS: Ruth Lando

Several times each year, Mother 
Nature delivers a puppy palooza 
of furry babies to the four-legged 

moms of Southeastern Guide Dogs, 
creating the need for lots of volunteer 
puppy raisers to help another generation 
of superheroes grow and develop. 

It’s a two-year process to breed, raise, 
and train the guide and service dogs 
of tomorrow that will one day be paired 
with the people who need them - those 
with visual impairments and veterans 
with post-traumatic stress and other 
disabilities. Volunteer puppy raisers are 
an enthusiastic and vital part of every 
successful human/dog team.

New puppy raisers, the Del Savio’s of 
Bradenton - Nicole, Dan, and their three 
children, Natalie, Andrew, and Alex - 
know the special joys and benefits of 
taking a Labrador/Golden Retriever-mix 
puppy named Clancey into their home for 
about a year of basic obedience, house 
manners, exposure to the world, and, of 
course…love. 

“I saw puppy raising as a great opportunity 
for us to do more together as a family,” 
says Nicole. “My husband works from 
home, so he takes Clancey on his walks 
during the day and hangs out with him. 
My daughter is a co-raiser with me, so we 
go to the puppy raiser meetings together, 

and she is directly involved in helping with 
his training. My middle and youngest sons 
are great playmates for Clancey, and they 
take him on walks and help with feeding. 
When we go out with Clancey everyone 
wants to help with walking him or training 
him; it’s awesome to experience.”

The Del Savios are great animal lovers, 
and Nicole says she has always had 
dogs in her life. “When I signed up for 
puppy raising, we had been without a 
dog for a couple of years. We were at 
a point in our lives where our kids were 
getting bigger and they would be able 
to help take care of a dog. I also feel that 
dogs are a great motivator to participate 
in physical activity and get out more. 
In today’s world it’s easy as a family to 
become distant and isolated from each 
other. I felt a dog would help bring the 
family together for a common purpose.” 

For Natalie, a senior at Lakewood Ranch 
High School, Andrew, an 8th grader at Dr. 
Mona Jain Middle School, and Alex, a 4th 
grader at Gullett Elementary, helping to 
raise Clancey has been worthwhile and 
fun. “Deciding to raise Clancey was one 
of the best decisions you’ve ever made!” 
Natalie has told her mom. 

As for Clancey, Nicole describes him as 
“sweet, gentle and cautious by nature.” 
Clancey is extremely loyal and follows 
the family around the house making sure 
they are okay. He enjoys taking long 
walks outside and playing catch with the 
kids and is always excited when they go 
out into the community to places such as 
Target or Marauder’s baseball games. 

“He puts the Southeastern Guide Dogs 
training coat on, and he knows he must 
behave - he’s the most well-behaved 
dog I’ve ever had!” Nicole raves. “Given 
all of his positive personality traits I have 
no doubt that he will be the perfect 
companion to someone one day. It will be 
exciting to see what job he will get.”
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P R E S E N T E D  B Y  

Dogs making a difference! 

FAMILY-FRIENDLY
DOG-FRIENDLY

FESTIVAL 

ring your family, bring your friends, bring your dogs, and bring your friends’ dogs to our 2020 Walkathon. 
This free, family-friendly event includes a 3K walk and a Waggin’ Tails Festival with live music, a beer 
garden, food trucks, vendor fair, and an exciting raffle drawing. And of course, lots of dogs! While we walk

together we’ll make a big impact for people with vision loss and veterans with disabilities. Whether you raise 
funds for our mission or simply bring your dog to the Waggin’ Tails Festival, we’ll see you at Walkathon! 

Exciting Raffle Prizes!
GRAND PRIZE 

$10,000 Cash 
Drawing May 11, 2020 

EVENT PRIZE 
$1,000 Cash at each event 
Winner will be drawn at noon 

$5 per raffle ticket or 5 for $20 
Visit GuideDogsWalkathon.org/raffle

for official rules and regulations.

Selling Raffle Tickets 
is a great way to fundraise and 

reach new incentive levels! 

Suncoast 
March 7 

Nathan Benderson Park 

Walkathon Schedule 
Registration Opens 9 am 

Let’s Walk! 10 am 

Raffle Drawing Noon

Schedule subject to change.
Visit GuideDogsWalkathon.org prior 

to event  for current schedule.

Put the“ ” 
in Fundraising 

Create your own convenient fundraising 
page. Fundraising incentives include: 

$Any Walkathon Dog Bandana 

$100 Walkathon T-Shirt 

$250 Walkathon Tervis® Tumbler 

$1,000 Top Dog T-Shirt 

$2,500 Leader of the Pack Polo Shirt 

$5,000 Name a Southeastern Guide 
Dogs Puppy OR Fund a 
Student Scholarship 

Sign up online at GuideDogsWalkathon.org 
All donations are tax deductible as allowed by law. A copy of the official registration and financial information may be obtained from the Division of Consumer Services
by calling toll free 1.800.435.7352 within the state. Registration does not imply endorsement, approval, or recommendation by the state. Registration number CH0475.



DIAMOND SPONSORS

ServiceClub
OF MANATEE COUNTY

SC
A N  E L E G A N T  E V E N I N G  G A L A

ALL PROCEEDS BENEFIT LOCAL CHILDREN'S CHARITIES

For more information please contact Barbara Lodwick at 740-352-9690

MANATEE PERFORMING ARTS CENTER
502 3rd Ave W, Bradenton, FL

2020
14th 6 -10 PM

Tickets $100 per person. Space is limited

Dancing & entertainment by DeLeon | Food stations & hors d'oeuvres  |  Silent auction
Live auction | Open bar | And much more!

Michele & Caleb Grimes

Visit manateeperformingartscenter.com
to purchase tickets online or call 941-748-5875
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Sending
Out An
SOS…
We live in a beautiful place and 

our region includes some of the 
most affluent areas, but the reality is 
hundreds of hard-working families are 
living paycheck to paycheck. Earning 
enough money to cover all the expenses 
every month is a real issue for many 
families in Manatee County and a small 
emergency can quickly become a major 
financial crisis. 

There is a bright side and it is this: every 
day in our community, there are people, 
companies, foundations, and agencies 
focusing on tough questions such as 
affordable housing, quality child care, 
and livable wages. However, many of the 
people who might benefit from services 
and resources are not aware they exist 
and are available to them.

One amazing resource in our community 
is the Season of Sharing Fund. What is 
the Season of Sharing Fund? Season 
of Sharing (SOS) helps individuals and 
families who reside in Manatee, Sarasota, 
Charlotte, and DeSoto counties who are 
working but have an unanticipated event 
that takes their budget off track. 

These are hard-working people who 
are living paycheck to paycheck but an 
event like a car breakdown or an illness 
leaves them struggling to pay all of their 
expenses. Their options are not great. Do 
they get behind on rent, or use a payday 
lending service that costs them too much 
and end up in a worse financial position? 

That is where SOS can help. These funds 
can be used for rental assistance, utility 
bills, child care, transportation, and other 
expenses associated with helping stay 
on track. 

How can someone access Season 
of Sharing funds? It is important to 
understand there is a process to receive 
funds from Season of Sharing. Individuals 
meet with a caseworker at a social 
service agency to apply for the funds. 
There is some paperwork to fill out and 
you must be able to provide paystubs 
or proof of income. The monies are 
paid directly to the services provider i.e. 
landlord, car repair, child care facility, etc. 
The process is not immediate and can 
take several days to a couple of weeks 
depending on the circumstances. 

In Manatee County the agencies that 
have Season of Sharing funding are 
Turning Points, https://tpmanatee.org/ 941-
747-1509 or Step Up Suncoast, https://
stepupsuncoast.org/ 941-757-1166. 

Not sure which agency matches your 
needs? United Way 2-1-1 assists potential 
clients in finding an appropriate agency. 
https://www.unitedway.org/our-impact/
featured-programs/2-1-1#.

It is important to know who is behind 
Season of Sharing and where the money 
comes from. This is a philanthropic 
fund that was created 18 years ago by 
the Herald-Tribune Media Group and 

the Community Foundation of Sarasota 
County. Season of Sharing has raised 
and distributed more than $21 million 
since its inception. 

The par tnership is enhanced by 
a collaboration of media partners; 
significant matching dollars from The 
Patterson Foundation, the William G. 
and Marie Selby Foundation, and other 
funders. and donors who provide both 
large and small contributions. For more 
information, you can visit the Community 
Foundation of Sarasota’s website https://
www.cfsarasota.org/community-impact/
community-care/season-of-sharing.

We want to end with a wonderful example 
of how Season of Sharing was used in 
our community. In 2018, our coastal 
areas had a terrible time with red tide. 
The hotels, rentals, and restaurants were 
really suffered during this time. There were 
thousands of service workers who lost their 
jobs OR were making a fraction of their 
normal wages. SOS stepped in to help 
these workers stay on track financially. 

Please keep Season of Sharing in mind 
if you or someone you know has an 
unexpected expense and could use a 
little support. Another great place for 
people to connect with when unexpected 
issues arise is the Women’s Resource 
Center. You can speak with a resource 
advisor to help connect you with services 
either at WRC or in our community:  
941-256-9721 or www.mywrc.org.

WORDS: Ashley Brown, President & CEO Women’s Resource Center



CALL TODAY for details and to schedule a tour!350 Braden Ave., Sarasota   n   941-355-7637   n   Easterseals-SWFL.org

On our Braden Avenue campus in Sarasota, The Lily School is  

certified as a Gold Seal Quality Care Program by the National 

Accreditation Commission for Early Care and Education  

Programs under the Department of Children and Families for 

preschools serving children with and without disabilities. 

The school implements the Creative Curriculum providing  

therapies and education as the foundation of  

a developmentally appropriate, interactive and  

inclusive learning environment that ensures your child thrives.

THE LILY SCHOOL  
FOR CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT

6 WEEKS TO PRE-K

Free VPK

Afterschool Care (up to 12 years)

Low Student-Teacher Ratios

Specialized Reading

Integrated Therapies

Kindermusik Program

Creative Arts

Yoga

Spanish

Creating the best future 
for your child.
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S P R I N G  T R A I N I N G

IT ALL BEGINS IN BRADENTON

FOR PIRATES SPRING TRAINING TICKETS:

pirates.com/springtraining

SEASON TICKETS & GROUP SALES: 941.747.3031

SINGLE GAME TICKETS BY PHONE: 877.893.2827

EMAIL US AT: Spring.Training@pirates.com

LECOM PARK
1611  9th Street W. 
Bradenton, FL 34205

P I T TS B U R G H  P I RAT E S
P I T T S B U R G H  P I R AT E S

S P R I N G  T R A I N I N G

IT ALL BEGINS IN BRADENTON

FOR PIRATES SPRING TRAINING TICKETS:

pirates.com/springtraining

FEBRUARY • MARCH

SEASON TICKETS & GROUP SALES: 941.747.3031

SINGLE GAME TICKETS BY PHONE: 877.893.2827

EMAIL US AT: Spring.Training@pirates.com

LECOM PARK
1611  9th Street W. 
Bradenton, FL 34205
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DéjáBlues
Pictures: Whitney Patton



40 For general questions, please call (941) 757-2900 ext. 261.

February 29th 8:00am-3:30pm
Manatee Technical College

6305 State Road 70 East
Bradenton, FL 34203

Online Registration Now Open!
(Closes February 21, 2020)  

Featuring the keynote screening of  "Resilience" 
the movie. Learn how adverse childhood 
experiences can have lasting impacts, 
wreaking havoc on the brains and bodies 
of children, putting them at risk for disease, 
homelessness, prison time, and early death. 
Experience cutting-edge science and field-
tested therapies designed to protect children 
from the insidious effects of toxic stress and 
the dark legacy of a childhood that no child 
would choose.
Breakout Sessions on Trauma Informed Care, 
STEAM Education, NEW Coordinated Approach 
to Child Health (CATCH) ECE Program, and 
MUCH More!
Earn .5 CEUs, enjoy lunch, network with other 
child care professionals, shop educational 
vendors, and WIN fantastic raffle prizes!

$25.00/person
 

CEUs FREE for FLAEYC  Members
$48 for Non-members

Contribute to our 
Food Drive benefitting 
Feeding Empty Little 
Tummies; Manatee's 

original backpack 
program for homeless 

children.

2 0 2 0

MC
YC
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A Child's Galaxy Preschool
4417 20th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34207
941-755-6302

A Growing Start Childcare Center, LLC
525 3rd Street East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-896-9750

A Little Schoolhouse Christian Academy
11740 U.S Highway 301 North
Parrish, FL 34219
941-776-1973

A Plus Growing Academy
800 10th Avenue West
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-722-0797

A Readiness Learning Academy
9045 59th Avenue Circle East
Bradenton, FL 34202
941-727-9354

A Readiness Learning Academy 2
6130 SR 70 East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-752-4927

Adventures In Learning
712 61st Street East
Palmetto, FL 34221 
941-722-1816

All Gods Children Preschool
11107 Palmbrush Trail
Bradenton, FL 34202
941-739-2776

Bella Rose Learning Center
708 32nd Avenue East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-749-2800

Bible Baptist Church Academy
1750 6th Avenue West
Unit 101
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-479-4958

Boys And Girls Club DeSoto
5231 34th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34210
941-758-3828

Boys And Girls Club at Harllee Middle 
6423 9th Street East 
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-751-7027

Boys And Girls Club at Lincoln Memorial Middle 
305 17th Street East
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-721-6840

Boys And Girls Club at Orange Ridge-Bullock Elementary
400 30th Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-741-3325

Boys And Girls Club Palmetto
1600 10th Street West
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-722-1268

Bradenton Christian School West
1305 43rd Street West
Bradenton, FL 34209
941-404-4491

Bradenton Early Learning Academy
7700 Cortez Road West
Bradenton, FL 34210
941-216-3305

Bright Beginnings Academy
614 10th Street West
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-479-7910

Bright Futures Daycare & Preschool, LLC
1617 26th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-251-5436

Capokids Martial Arts Preschool
11534 Palmbrush Trail
Bradenton, FL 34202
941-922-4520

Children's Nest of Manatee, Inc.
5051 26th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34207
941-753-9024

Children's Nest of Manatee 2
600 7th Avenue West
Palmetto, FL 34207
941-479-7789

Childcare Provider Directory
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Community Christian School
5500 18th Street East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-756-8748

CORE Early Education And Learning
605 13th Avenue West
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-729-9069

Countryside Academy For Children
5807 18th Avenue East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-747-304

Creative Kids Connection
408 75th Street Northwest
Bradenton, FL 34209
941-794-8687

DC's Child Care Center 
5105 26th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-746-6090

Dixon-Wright Family Day Care Home
1016 31st Street East
Palmetto, FL 34211 
(941) 721-0232

Doodle Bugs! Children's Learning Academy
11015 Passage Drive
Bradenton, FL 34221 
(941) 721-0330

Drama Kids International
Multiple locations in Sarasota & Bradenton
941-922-8121

Easter Seals of Southwest Florida
350 Braden Avenue
Sarasota, FL 34243
941-355-7637

Education Time
5165 33rd Street East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-753-7332

Faith Preschool of Faith UCC
4850 SR 64 East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-746-7895

Family Life Community School
3301 Moccasin Wallow Road
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-281-6412

First For Kids Children's Christian Center
603 11th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-748-0824

Forza Child Development Center, Inc.
8605 Erie Road
Parrish, FL 34219
941-545-6380

Foundation For Dreams
16110 Dream Oaks Place
Bradenton, FL 34212
941-746-5659

Free To Grow Academy
5304 7th Street East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-254-4268

Free To Grow Academy
915 14th Street East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-773-5062

Genesis Learning Academy
1420 6th Avenue East
Palmetto FL, 34221
941-723-7358

Grandma's Babysitting Center
1728 26th Avenue East 
Bradenton FL, 34208
941-708-9864

Great Minds Childcare
1018 35th Avenue West
Bradenton FL, 34205
941-896-5319

Growing Hands Learning Center
5743 69th Street East
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-845-4873

Happy Cubs
6207 21st Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34209
941-798-6173

Happy Go Lucky
1606 55th Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34207
941-752-4608

Hawkins Family Day Care Home
439 47th Street West
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-405-2405

House of JBaby's Preschool
1300 Manatee Avenue East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-896-7415

Imagine Charter School at North Manatee
9275 49th Avenue East
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-981-5345
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In The Beginning Learning Center
5503 12th Street East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-567-6106

It's A Small World, Inc. Daycare & Preschool
900 3rd Street East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-405-4532

Johnson Family Day Care Home
2403 Lehigh Avenue
Bradenton, FL 34207
941-242-1831

Joy Learning & Development Academy
2515 37th Street East
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-721-0684

Jump Start Preschool of the Arts
11005 Passage Drive
Bradenton, FL 34211
941-747-8900

Kathy's Kiddie Care
13501 Upper Manatee River Road
Bradenton, FL 34212
941-896-9058

Kiddie Academy of Lakewood Ranch
4225 Concept Court
Bradenton, FL 34211
941-727-9072

Kids Academy Plus 57th
1415 57th Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34207
941-727-1841

Kids Academy Plus 38th
5415 38th Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34209
941-792-3678

Kids Academy Plus HL
4635 26th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34207
941-524-1045

Kids Club Child Development & Education Center
3700 26th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-751-4182

Kids On The Rock
1401 14th Avenue West
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-729-4567

Kids R Kids 4 Florida
11520 Palmbrush Trail
Lakewood Ranch, FL 34202
941-727-9990

Kidz Learning Steps
1425 10th Avenue East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-538-0231

Kidzone Preschool
116 27th Avenue East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-746-2727

La Petite Academy 37th 
4301 37th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-756-5227

La Petite Academy SR 70
6919 53rd Avenue East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-753-2336

La Petite Academy Vintage Road
4507 Vintage Drive
Sarasota, FL 34243
941-355-7677

Lane Family Day Care Home
602 31st Avenue East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-746-1774

Laugh and Learn Academy LLC
202 3rd Avenue East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-281-2930

Laugh N Learn Academy LLC
5233 4th Avenue Circle East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-405-4998

Learn and Explore Early Learning Academy
107 20th Street North East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-896-1584

Learning! Kidz Zone
2211 53rd Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34207
941-254-7859

Learning Unlimited
6210 17th Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34209
941-794-5838

Learning With Love
2712 47th Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34207
941-751-4989

Let's Learn Early Childhood Center
2118 1st Street West
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-567-4279
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The Early Learning Coalition of Manatee County, Inc (ELC) was delighted to complete our eighth annual 
‘Literacy for the Holidays’ campaign that saw more than 9,000 books distributed to Manatee County children 
during December 2019. 

This important initiative promotes literacy and raises awareness to parents and families of how crucial it is to interact and read 
with children from an early age.

The ELC distributed books to 130 preschools and elementary schools that offer School Readiness and VPK (Voluntary Prekindergarten) 
programs through the ELC and also included middle school age students that attend after-school programs offered by these schools. 

Kerry Gaylord, ELC Director of Child Development, said: “For the eighth successive year our Literacy for the Holidays 
program proved to be a huge success.” 

“We are already planning to make the December 2020 holiday season book giveaway an even bigger 
event as we continue to highlight the importance of literacy and reading with children from an early age.”

Ana Rodriguez, ELC Early Literacy Coordinator, added: “By giving our young readers the opportunity for 
early literacy we are raising strong future leaders.” 

LITERACY FOR 
THE HOLIDAYS!



The Early Learning Coalition of Manatee County, Inc (ELC) has been awarded 
a $2000 grant through the Lakewood Ranch Community Fund of the Manatee 
Community Foundation to support car seat safety.

The ELC has five fully certified Child Passenger Safety Technicians on staff and regularly 
hosts classes demonstrating the correct installation of car-seats.  The grant will allow 
the ELC to supply these classes and free car seats to East County residents.

Sharon Oakes, ELC Chief Operations Officer, said: “We would 
like to thank Lakewood Ranch Community Fund of the 
Manatee Community Foundation for this grant which will 
continue our program of keeping children safe while they 
are travelling in cars.”

Almost 90% of car seats are not installed correctly; correctly 
installed seats have been shown to reduce fatal injury by 71% 
for infants and by 54% for toddlers in passenger cars. It can be 
confusing not only to figure out what type of car or booster seat 
your child should be using, but how to properly install it.
 

BUCKLE UP 
FOR CAR SEAT SAFETY!

* Lakewood Ranch Community Fund is a component fund of Manatee Community Foundation. Established in 2000 by the Schroeder-
Manatee Ranch, the Fund has awarded more than $1.3 million to impact the arts, human services, education, animal welfare, the 
environment, civic engagement, and health-related causes. The Manatee County Community Foundation is a creative cost-effective and 
tax-efficient way for people to invest in the charitable causes they care about most. The Manatee Community Foundation has grown to 
over 300 donor funds and $50 million in assets. Over $30 million in grants and scholarships have been "given back" to the community 
since 1998. 

February 21st 10:00am-12:00pm
Early Learning Coalition of Manatee County
600 8th Ave W, Suite 100, Palmetto, FL 34221
Kerry Gaylord: (941) 757-2900 ext. 244

March 13th 10:00am-12:00pm
City of Bradenton, Fire Station 1
1010 9th Ave W, Bradenton, FL 34205
Teri Pierson: (941) 932-9626

April 16th 10:00am-12:00pm 
Cedar Hammock Fire Rescue, Station 3
6601 53rd Ave W, Bradenton, FL 34210
Adam Chrisman: (941) 727-2075

May 23rd 10:00am-12:00pm
Early Learning Coalition of Manatee County
600 8th Ave W, Suite 100, Palmetto, FL 34221
Kerry Gaylord: (941) 757-2900 ext. 244

The ELC works with Safe Kids Worldwide and Johns Hopkins All Children’s Hospital to provide the trainings. Through those 
organizations, monthly classes are held at different locations throughout Manatee County - including the Early Learning Coalition’s 
Palmetto office. During the training sessions, parents are shown an instructional video about car seat safety. Following the video, 
there is a demo on the setup and installation of the car seats. Participants can bring their own car seat, or the program offers low 
cost car seats for only $20 to verified low-income parents. If you are interested in finding out more about car seat safety visit safekids.
org/ultimate-car-seat-guide or contact Kerry Gaylord, ELC Director of Child Development, at (941) 757-2900 ext. 244. 

2020 Manatee County Caregiver Car Seat Classes
June 11th 10:00am-12:00pm 
City of Bradenton, Fire Station 1
1010 9th Ave W, Bradenton, FL 34205
Teri Pierson: (941) 932-9626

July 16th 10:00am-12:00pm
Cedar Hammock Fire Rescue, Station 3
6601 53rd Ave W, Bradenton, FL 34210
Adam Chrisman: (941) 727-2075

August 22nd 10:00am-12:00pm
Early Learning Coalition of Manatee County
600 8th Ave W, Suite 100, Palmetto, FL 34221
Kerry Gaylord: (941) 757-2900 ext. 244

September 18th 10:00am-12:00pm
City of Bradenton, Fire Station 1
1010 9th Ave W, Bradenton, FL 34205
Teri Pierson: (941) 932-9626

October 22nd 10:00am-12:00pm
Cedar Hammock Fire Rescue, Station 3
6601 53rd Ave W, Bradenton, FL 34210
Adam Chrisman: (941) 727-2075

November 21st 10:00am-12:00pm
Early Learning Coalition of Manatee County
600 8th Ave W, Suite 100, Palmetto, FL 34221
Kerry Gaylord: (941) 757-2900 ext. 244

December 11th 10:00am-12:00pm
City of Bradenton, Fire Station 1
1010 9th Ave W, Bradenton, FL 34205
Teri Pierson: (941) 932-9626

Register for a Carefgiver Car Seat Class 
online today at HopkinsAllChildrens.
org/carseats.
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Morgan Family Day Care Home
2809 8th Street Court West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-745-2401

My First Steps of Bradenton, Inc.
3815 26th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-727-5511

Myakka Early Learning Center, Inc.
37190 Singletary Road
Myakka City, FL 34251
941-322-2605

Next Generation Academy
4636 26th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34207
941-251-2491

Our Kids West
2425 38th Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-752-1715

Lil' Angels Daycare Inc.
1415 7th Avenue East
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-729-0442

Little Einstein's Academy
3631 Tallevast Road
Bradenton, FL 34243
941-894-6505

Little Manatee's Cove, LLC
707 3rd Avenue West
Palmetto, FL 34221 
(941) 405-7991

Little People's Place
374 Scott Avenue
Sarasota, FL 34243
941-355-8741

Love Comes First Preschool & Child Care Center
8630 SR 70 East
Bradenton, FL 34202
941-755-7800

Loving Hands Daycare
1204 60th Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34207
941-755-6306

Manatee Charter School
4550 30th Street East 
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-465-4296

Manatee United Methodist Preschool
315 15th Street East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-750-6739

Palma Sola Early Learning Academy
7315 1st Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34209
941-795-0788

Palmetto Youth Center
501 17th Street West
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-722-0783

Primrose School Lakewood Ranch Town Center
9127 Town Center Parkway
Bradenton, FL 34202
941-373-6363

Puppy Patch Preschool
1116 35th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-748-6648

Rayitos De Sol
1019 61st Avenue Drive East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-565-7459

Reaching For The Stars Academy
2239 14th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-748-3901

Sand & Buckets Daycare
3407 17th Street Court East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-748-4799

Sandman Preschool & Academy
924 Wilmerling Avenue
Sarasota, FL 34243
941-755-2591
School District of Manatee County 
Professional Support Center
2501 63rd Avenue East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-751-6550

School For Constructive Play, Inc.
302 Pine Avenue
Anna Maria, FL 34216
941-778-2210

Smarty Pants Preschool 2
904 43rd Street West
Bradenton, FL 34209
941-896-4796

Smarty Pants Preschool LLC
832 62nd Street Circle East, Suite 101
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-747-7710

Smiling Faces Academy, Inc.
910 19th Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-756-1234
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Sprouts Child Development Center
14305 Covenant Way
Bradenton, FL 34202
941-907-7333

Step Up Suncoast 
Rise & Shine Early Learning Harllee Middle
6413 9th Street East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-750-6667

Step Up Suncoast 
Rise & Shine Early Learning Morton Clark
1707 15th Street East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-750-6667

Step Up Suncoast 
Rise & Shine Early Learning Palmetto
1315 2nd Avenue West
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-750-6667

Step Up Suncoast 
Rise & Shine Early Learning Parkland
6432 Parkland Drive
Sarasota, FL 34243
941-750-6667

Step Up Suncoast 
Rise & Shine Early Learning Pine Village
1103 56th Avenue Drive East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-750-6667

Step Up Suncoast 
Rise and Shine Early Learning - Visible Men Academy 
921 63rd Avenue East
Bradenton FL, 34203 
941-750-6667

Step Up Suncoast 
Rise & Shine Early Learning West Bradenton
2531 9th Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-750-6667

Sunny Daze Preschool East
9922 SR 64 East
Bradenton, FL 34212
941-750-0042

Sunshine Academy & Daycare
2520 43rd Street West
Bradenton, FL 34209
941-794-3143

Teachable Moments Learning Center LLC
4200 32nd Street West
Anna Maria, FL 34205
941-900-1022

The Center of Anna Maria Island, Inc.
407 Magnolia Avenue
Anna Maria, FL 34216
941-778-1908

The Goddard School
14534 Arbor Green Trail
Lakewood Ranch, FL 34202
941-752-6600
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The Learning Experience Lakewood Ranch
14425 Arbor Green Trail
Bradenton, FL 34202
941-251-4046

The Learning Post Child Care
623 30th Street East
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-536-4858

The Myakka City Community Center
10070 Wauchula Road
Myakka City, FL 34251
941-322-8114

Thompson Academy LLC
1212 43rd Street West
Bradenton, FL 34209
941-748-2162

Tiny Tots University
930 9th Street Drive West
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-723-9072

Toad Hall Children's Center of Bradenton
4004 8th Avenue Drive West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-746-3951

Toddler's Ark FCCH
711 36th Avenue East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-879-2407

Toddler's Inn Child Care Center LLC
2611 9th Street East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-746-4631

Tree Of Life Preschool
2200 26th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-747-1756

Trinity Children's Center
3200 Manatee Avenue East
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-748-8608

Woodland Early Childhood Center
9607 SR 70 East
Bradenton FL, 34202 
941-753-8588 

YMCA Manatee County
3805 59th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34209
941-798-9622
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Make a di�erence, donate today at www.fromcradletocollegefoundation.org!

Childcare Resource & Referral
(941) 757-2910



ENGAGING OUR COMMUNITY

WORDS & PICTURES: Jessica Schubick

The Community Engagement team 
at the Early Learning Coalition of 
Manatee County (ELC) is a newly-

formed branch of the Child Development 
department supporting the ELC’s drive 
to make the community as strong and 
positive for families as possible. 

Under the guidance of Director of Child 
Development Kerry Gaylord, Rachel 
Spivey heads this new team as Community 
Engagement Program Manager, with 
support from team members: Sheila 
Rainey,  Communi t y  Engagement 
Program Specialist; Kelly McLean, 

Community Engagement Specialist; Ana 
Rodriguez, Community Engagement 
Literacy Specialist; Terry Wilson, Program 
Logistics & Transportation Manager, 
and Josh Weaver, Facilities & Logistics 
Support Specialist

One Child At A Time

ET AMS
Science Technology Engineering Arts Mathematics

ELC Team (Left to Right): Ana Rodriguez, Kelly McLean, Sheila Rainey, Kerry Gaylord, Rachel Spivey, Josh Weaver and Terry Wilson
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ENGAGING OUR COMMUNITY
One Child At A Time

Rachel Spivey explains that the team 
is not only new to the ELC, but they’re 
introducing new programs and resources 
to the community, as well. She explained: 
“Very soon we will be expanding our 
vehicles to a fleet of three buses serving 
the County. Currently, we have programing 
being delivered from the Kiwanis Book 
Bus and the STEAM Machine. Soon we 
will be adding a third bus that will be 
used to expand our STEAM outreach 
and include other programs to develop 
kindergarten readiness skills. 

STEAM curriculum focuses on science, 
technology, engineering, the arts, and 
math. Promoting STEAM education 
gives children the opportunity to attain 
essential skills to connect ideas and 
integrate knowledge across disciplines, 
all the while capturing their attention. 
When students participate in activities 
that combine dif ferent elements of 
STEAM, they develop the following 
skills under the umbrella of the creative 
process: problem-solving creatively, 
increasing critical thinking, meaningful 
collaboration, formulating plans, and 
making observations.

“The technology going into the new 
STEAM bus is incredibly exciting,” Rachel 
explained. “There’s a unique sound 
system, so each of the four table top work 
stations will have its own sound capability. 
Depending on the lessons or the materials 
that we’re working on, we can create 
whole-sensory zones of learning. If we’re 
studying nature in one area, we can play 
the sound of wind resulting through the 
trees while children explore leaves in an 
art project. At the same time, in another 
area we can play classical music to 
support creativity while children build.”

The new bus will also have magnetic 
walls, modular furniture, and foldaway 
tables. There are plans for interactive 
projector that will allow for students 
to engage with the projections on the 
walls and floor of the bus. The team is 
developing this capability with LUMOplay 
interactive display software. 

The Community Engagement team has 
developed a program schedule this 

year to go out to predominantly VPK 
classrooms. Each site will be awarded 
four STEAM visits from the STEAM buses, 
as well as a Literacy visit from the Book 
Bus. The program will reach roughly 50 
schools with 100 classrooms serving 
1,000 children during a year. With the 
growing fleet the team plans to increase 
these numbers. 

The team also utilizes the Book Bus 
and STEAM Machine at community 
outreach events monthly – including 
Manatee County School District’s Soar 

In 4 programs. Additionally, the team 
attends or supports special events 
throughout the community all year round. 
The new Community Engagement bus 
was provided through the ELC’s strong 
partnership with the School District, and 
they are grateful for the opportunity to 
be able to reach even more of Manatee 
County’s youngest learners. 

The ELC’s Community Engagement team 
is also introducing a new program for early 
learning sites called CATCH. CATCH (or 
“Coordinated Approach to Child Health”) 
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is a comprehensive community health 
program that creates behavior change 
in children by teaching them to identify 
healthy foods and increase their moderate 
to vigorous physical activity (MVPA) each 
day. The health education curriculum 
uses terminology for identifying healthful 
foods – GO, SLOW, and WHOA – that has 
been used colloquially nationwide as a 
simple means of labeling food’s nutritional 
content for young learners. 

CATCH is designed and proven to 
coordinate healthy messages through 
the community and fully integrates the 
Center for Disease Control’s “Whole 
School, Whole Community, Whole Child” 
model; the expanded Coordinated School 
Health approach. The CATCH preschool-
based program is designed to encourage 
physical activity and healthy eating in 
children ages 3-5.

The ELC’s Community Engagement team 
is piloting the program with ten early 
learning sites in Manatee County. Their 
contributions to the sites include supplying 
the CATCH curriculum and materials. As 
well as providing training with ongoing 
coaching to these educators. 

Rachel is thrilled with the results that CATCH 
has already shown nation-wide. CATCH is 
currently being used in 10,000 schools 
and communities across the U.S. and 
has proven to decrease childhood obesity 
by as much as much as 11%. A CATCH 

program in Los Fresnos demonstrated a 
28% increase in MVPA in children enrolled 
in that community school district.

The program includes three components: 
1) It’s Fun to be Healthy! Classroom 
curricula consisting of interactive nutrition 
and garden-based lesson plans and 
activities, 2) Structured physical activities 
provided in a CATCH EC Physical Activity 
Box, and 3) Family education including 
tips for parents to incorporate nutrition and 
physical activity into their home routines. 
It is a daily curriculum with lessons and 
activities that are approximately 30 
minutes each. 

In addition to the Community Engagement 
fleet outreach programs and CATCH, the 

team works throughout the year on many 
of the ELC’s literacy and community 
programs, including Deputy Friendly, 
Every Child A Reader, BLOCK Fest, 
and more. 

Rachel is thrilled to be a part of the ELC of 
Manatee County and says, “the innovation 
happening here is like no other.” “It’s very 
exciting that our ELC has this incredible 
vision and I am excited to further develop 
and expand our programing to support all 
of our county’s young learners.” 

•	 For	more	 information	 about	 the	
ELC’s	 Community	 Engagement	
programs,	 contact	 Rachel	 Spivey	
at	 CommunityEngagement@elc-
manatee.org	or	(941)	757-2900	ext.	238.

Rachel Spivey Kerry Gaylord



Life Inside The ELC…
WORDS: Kayelee Newstrom

In my time as an intern at the Early Learning Coalition 
of Manatee County (ELC) I have learned a tremendous 
amount. I started in September and finished my 

intern hours in early December. I am a senior at Eckerd 
College majoring in Human Development and minoring in 
Psychology and Art. I plan to graduate in May of 2020. I 
attended high school in Illinois and moved to Florida my 
freshman year of college. Before interning at the ELC, I 
had no prior knowledge of what a coalition did or how 
important their mission was. Now I feel confident I could 
explain what the ELC does to anyone who asked me. 

The prominent thing that I have taken away from my 
time at the ELC is that there is so much to learn in 
each of the departments. I learned something new 
each day and have much respect for the work that 
is accomplished there. Each department at the ELC 
plays an integral part in accomplishing the goal of 
providing quality school readiness opportunities for 
all children and their families.  

Everything the ELC does as an organization is 
astounding, which made me feel rewarded as 
I learned and helped each day. I started with 
the Early Learning Department and worked my 
way through the other departments, ending with 
Communications/NEXTGEN Family Magazine. I learned 
all about Nemours Reading BrightStart!, School Readiness, 
PALS, how teachers are evaluated, what is expected of 
providers, how the ELC is funded, how to prepare proper and 
engaging STEAM materials, how the ELC provides books to 
many families, how to prepare and write a grant, NEXTGEN 
Magazine, and so much more. 

Having the opportunity to work with every department has been 
an eye-opening experience because I was able to witness 
and learn all the people and programs that play a part in this 
successful organization. Let me tell you, the staff works very 
hard for the families of Manatee County!  

One of the most heartwarming moments I had at the ELC was in 
December when I saw the holiday giving tree in the hall. I sent 
out a text to my softball team because there were only three 
children left and the team responded right away, so excited 
to help. The Eckerd College softball team came together and 
purchased all the gifts on the child’s list.  

This year marked a 
major accomplishment for the PALS 
program because all the apples from the giving tree were 
selected. ELC staff, family, and friends all helped purchase 
gifts for the 67 children in the 24 PALS families that the ELC 
provides coaching for. It was such a beautiful thing to witness 
and participate in. I was humbled by this experience. 

All of the ELC staff were so kind and generous in helping guide 
me through my internship. The ELC has taught me how significant 
the early learning years for children are. In starting my internship 
at the ELC I had no idea what I wanted to do after I graduated. 
After completing my internship, I have a better idea of what I am 
interested in and enjoy doing. I now know I need to work with 
children because they are an important part of our future, and I 
strongly believe I will find this work most rewarding. I feel I could 
make a difference in a child’s life and that gives me a sense of 
purpose. I have grown so much as an individual, and I can most 
definitely thank the ELC for this experience.
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ASK DR. SHARON

What can we do as parents to strengthen our relationship with each other?     
          -GM, Palmetto

doctorotis@nextgenmagazine.org

Dr. Sharon Otis is a licensed clinical mental health psychotherapist who is owner and clinical director of 
the Family Care Counseling Center in Bradenton.

A Strong Couple Makes 
For Happy Kids…

I am so glad you are making your 
marriage a priority. Children need to 
come from a parent–centered model, 

not child-centered parenting, in order to 
become emotionally healthy adults. The 
best thing a father can do for his child is 
to love their mother and vice versa. No 
amount of toys and gifts will make up for 
that need in a child’s development.

The latest book I am reading, Just 
Your Type, written by Christa Hardin, 
addresses the need to individually 
address past traumas. Unresolved 
traumas may influence your reactions 
with your spouse. There is no time in this 
column to address what that means so 
I will tackle the more practical aspects 
mentioned in the book

Know your type… 
Take a free quiz online. Myers-Briggs 
type, Enneagram, or Melancholy/Sanguine 
personality tests are fun. Guess what your 
spouse is like in their traits of personality. 
Usually opposites attract, marriages 

attack. We are often attracted to our 
opposite but mad when they are our 
opposite. Learn your type and accept your 
opposites. It would be boring if we married 
just little clones of ourselves. It is great to 
know how to meet each other’s need. We 
are each born with unique gifts so focus 
on those and not on the trait that drives us 
crazy. Accept what you cannot change

What part of the brain  
is dominant? 
If you are in an opposite sex relationship, 
your brains are wired differently. In 
general males are more physical and 
show affection by wresting with each 
other. They can be more aggressive and 
look into more physical features when 
picking a mate. They are logical and 
more “fix it” by nature. The female brain 
is better at multitasking but women are 
more prone to depression and emotional 
distress. They have a better memory 
and can recall what goes wrong in 
the relationship.

Never stop dating….
Never stop enjoying each other. By 
making dating a must, you are putting 
communication as a top priority. You 
cannot talk about problems or frustrations, 
or the kids while, on these dates. Wow, 
what are you going to talk about? Try 
open ended questions. People always 
think expensive when I say go on a date. 
Quite the opposite.

Turn off the electronics, lay down a 
blanket in the family room, and bring 
out some snacks. Play a board game 
or just ask questions of each other. We 
live in Florida with incredible sunsets. 
Pick up a snack and watch the sky light 
up at sunset. Tourists spend millions of 
dollars each year on our sunsets and 
many of us forget to enjoy what we have 
on our doorstep. I love the different birds 
in our parks during this time or even the 
morning sunrise.

Think coffee or lunch. Meals are cheaper 
and just as fun. There are many free 



57

ASK DR. SHARON

festivals in Florida, so pick one and 
attend. We have an ice-skating rink and 
beautiful preserves. Invite your neighbors 
over for a barbecue. Choose a movie 
to watch after the kids go to bed. Go 
bowling or go to a new ethnic restaurant 
for fun. Just hanging at the bookstore 
and drinking coffee together is fun, and 
free entertainment. Walk our local Village 
of the Arts or go down Pine Avenue on 
AMI. Snacking on donuts or ice-cream or 
tacos is great fun. Community parks are 
relaxing. Look up Manatee County Parks. 
There are some on the water.

Never stop enjoying  
each other…
By making dating once or twice a week 
a priority, you will make communication 
a priority. Set aside two- hour dates. 
Remember to not talk about problems, 
frustrations, or your children during these 
two-hour having fun together meetings. 

I love that you asked this question and 
hope you will take the time to invest in 
your future. Being a strong couple is 
such a wonderful strategy for raising 
happy children.



INDIVISIBLE
Save the Date

INDIVISIBLE
ONE COUNT Y,  ONE STATE,  ONE NATION:  UNDER GOD

Manatee County 
Annual Leadership Prayer Breakfast

3.19.20

Keynote Speaker: 
Florida Senate President Bill Galvano

L E A D E R S H I P  
PRAYER BREAKFAST

Manatee County

Bradenton Convention Center, 1 Haben Blvd., Palmetto, Florida 34221

 6:30am
Doors Open 

 7:15am
Breakfast Starts

 7:30am Promptly
Program Starts

 9:00am Sharp
Program Ends

 Sponsorship Opportunities Available!
 email psharff@fctcf.org or call (941) 757-2901

Hosted by Paul Sharff, CEO, ELC of Manatee County



Friday February 28 to Sunday March 1
Nathan Benderson Park

5851 Nathan Benderson Circle, Sarasota, FL 34235
Friday February 28 to Sunday March 1

Nathan Benderson Park
5851 Nathan Benderson Circle, Sarasota, FL 34235

For More Info visit desotofoodandmusicfestival.com

Georgia Satellites
Slaughter

Friday

Pirate Flag (A Tribute to Kenny Chesney)
John Michael Montgomery

Saturday

Rebel Heart Lost BoysHead Wrecks * *

Passafire
Sunday

Artikal Sound System Jah Movement*

February 28 - March 1, 2020

MusicFood&MusicFood&



HEALTHY   TOGETHER!
The Bradenton Farmers’ Market recently launched an 

exciting new initiative, Healthy Together, that aims to 
partner with and engage Manatee County families who 

participate in the SNAP program (Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program). 

Healthy Together is a fun and interactive healthy lifestyle 
program for the whole family! Participants can attend one or 
more of the program events, such as kid-friendly healthy cooking 
demonstrations, nutrition education, healthy-food themed art 
projects, easy, fun physical activity demos, and others!

Join us for the following upcoming event (most activities will be 
available in English and Spanish):

Date: Saturday, February 22nd
Time: 10 am to noon
Location: Bradenton Farmers’ Market, 400 Old Main Street
Please RSVP at  
healthy@realizebradenton.com and details will be provided.

Two additional activities will be held between March and May 
2020.  Please email healthy@realizebradenton for details.

Through neighborhood outreach and community collaborations, 
Healthy Together is also getting the word out about the Fresh 
Access Bucks (FAB) program available to SNAP families at the 
Farmers’ Market. Through this special benefit, SNAP recipients 
double their spending power for fruits and vegetables when 
they use their EBT card at the market.  When an individual 
or family spends between $5 and $40, per week, they can 
DOUBLE their purchase in Florida grown produce! For 
example, if they spend $40 in SNAP, they get $40 in FAB = 
$80 in healthy food! 

Here’s how it works:

• What Is FAB? The Fresh Access Bucks (FAB) network 
allows SNAP participants to receive free FAB tokens that can 
be spent on Florida Grown Produce only. FAB tokens can 
be used at any participating farmers’ market in Florida. We 
will match your SNAP Market Bucks purchase of $1 to $40 
with an equal amount of free FAB tokens. You can receive 
this match weekly.  

• How can I use my EBT card at the market?  Come to 
the SNAP booth on Old Main Street between 3rd and 4th 
Avenues, next to the information booth where you can 
purchase MARKET BUCKS. MARKET BUCKS can ONLY 
be used at the Bradenton Farmers’ Market, but they do 
NOT expire. If you have any left over, you can spend them 
at another time. 

• What can I buy with SNAP MARKET BUCKS? You can 
purchase food from any vendor displaying the snap market 

WORDS: Lisa Ramirez



HEALTHY   TOGETHER!
bucks sign.  Foods available at the market usually include 
fresh baked goods, jams, jellies, pickled veggies, olive oil, 
flavored vinegars, salsas, sauces, honey, veggies, fruits, 
coffee, popcorn, nuts, and dips. Ask at the SNAP booth 
for details about what is available at the market on the day 
of your visit. (Please note: BUCKS cannot be used to buy 
drinks such as lemonade or smoothies or hot foods meant 
to be consumed at the market.)

Healthy Together is a collaborative, community-based initiative 
that relies on incredible partners to be able to offer healthy lifestyle 
education and activities.  In addition to our key partners Chef Rov 
Avila, EcoVets, Junior League of Manatee County, Turning Points, 
and UF/IFAS Extension Family Nutrition Program, many other local 
organizations are also helping get the word out about the program 
and about the FAB perks available at the Farmers’ Market. 

If you are interested in learning more about Healthy Together or 
participating in the activities, please send inquiries to healthy@
realizebradenton.com. 

In addition to the special Healthy Together activities and FAB 
benefits, families and individuals who come out to the Farmers’ 
Market will enjoy live music and other free, fun offerings, such as 
chef demonstrations, activities for kids, gardening demos, Kids 

in the Kitchen, and more! Visit www.realizebradenton.com/
events_activities for dates and times.

Also, the market annually hosts ArtSlam – which showcases 
local student visual and performing arts – and the Children’s 
Book Fair and Family Fun Day, scheduled for March 7th and 
April 4th, respectively.

The Bradenton Farmers’ Market is a place where the community 
meets each week to enjoy fresh produce, local art, upbeat music, 
demonstrations by local chefs, and family activities. Parking is 
free and dogs on leashes are always welcome. The Bradenton 
Farmers’ Market is produced by Realize Bradenton.

About Realize Bradenton
Realize Bradenton is a nonprofit organization that builds 
community and promotes economic prosperity. Bringing people 
together to realize possibilities and transform public places helps 
shape Bradenton as a city where people want to contribute and 
live, work, and play. Working with our partners, investors, donors, 
and volunteers, we build a vibrant, healthy, fun community using 
arts, culture, heritage, and food. For more information visit: 
RealizeBradenton.com. 





SCF’s
First Gentleman
Like his wife, Bill Murphy is on a mission 
to enhance education in Manatee County
WORDS: Amy Bell
PICTURES: Whitney Patton

As the husband of State College 
of Florida (SCF) President Dr. 
Carol Probstfeld, Bill Murphy is 

often referred to as the “First Gentleman” 
around the SCF campus. Although he 
chuckles at the mention of it, it’s a title 
that Bill takes seriously. Like his wife, he 
is fully committed enhancing education in 
Manatee County - and it shows through 
his tireless work with the Kiwanis Club of 
Bradenton and the SCF Foundation.

Former International 
Man of Mystery
Dr. Carol Probstfeld first joined SCF in 
2003 as vice president of business and 
administrative services, and she was 
named SCF President in January 2013. 
At the time, Bill says many people did not 
even realize Dr. Probstfeld was married. 

“For years, nobody knew who I was,” he 
laughs. That’s because Bill was working 
in the chemical warfare and explosives 
detection industry, which required him to 
travel to 27 countries across the globe. 
“My deployments took me away from 
home for long periods of time, so most 
people did not know my wife even had 
a husband.”
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Born and raised in New York, Bill was a 
sergeant with the New York Port Authority 
Police Department for more than ten years 
in the 70s and 80s. At the age of 50, he 
went back to school to earn an MBA. “I 
had to do that because I needed new 
education to reinvent myself after I retired 
from the police department,” he recalls, 
adding that this experience sparked his 
passion for education. 

After a 43-year career in law enforcement, 
Bill retired a couple of years ago. These 
days, everyone around SCF recognizes 
him. He attends all the SCF basketball 
games, volleyball games, musical 
theatrical presentations, and fundraisers. 
“I accompany my wife to every event she 
attends,” he says. “I spend a lot of my 
evenings with her at public appearances. 
It takes a lot of time being the First 
Gentleman!”

Commitment to Education
Now that he is retired, Bill is heavily 
involved in the SCF Foundation as well as 
the Kiwanis Club of Bradenton. 

The SCF Foundation raises funds to help 
deserving students improve their lives 

with a State College of Florida education. 
Established in 1957, SCF Manatee-
Sarasota is the region’s first and largest 
public college. Since 1959, more than 
50,000 students have graduated from SCF. 
The college offers associate and bachelor’s 
degrees as well as workforce certificates 
and professional enrichment courses.

“Throughout my career, I’ve seen enough 
death and destruction and third world 
countries,” Bill explains. “So now my 
focus is on SCF as well as Kiwanis. I’m 
a firm believer in the mission of these 
organizations.” 

According to Bill, the SCF Foundation 
gives away about $1.9 million a year in 
scholarships. “About a month ago, we 
raised $150,000 of scholarship money 
for police and firefighters,” he adds. 
“That’s huge. Fortunately, we live in a very 
philanthropic community.”

He says it’s incredibly important to catch 
the students who slip through the cracks 
of the public-school system, and that’s 
exactly what the SCF Foundation does. 
He recalls one SCF student in particular 
- a military sniper who could not pass 
remedial math. “Through scholarship, 

we were able to get him up to speed in 
math,” he says. “He ended up graduating 
top of his class and received a full ride 
scholarship to the computer engineering 
program at University of Florida.” 

Bill points out that the average student 
at SCF is 26 years old. “So, we’re really 
dealing with adult learners who have fallen 
through the cracks. They realize they’ve 
got to get on with their life, but they can’t 
live on minimum wage,” Bill emphasizes. 
“That’s the greatest thing we can do 
as a nation is get people back into the 
workforce. Catching those people and 
getting them the funds, they need for 
school is critically important.”

Kiwanis: An Unseen 
Force in Manatee
In addition to his involvement with the 
SCF Foundation, Bill is also on the board 
of the Kiwanis Club of Bradenton. Since it 
was founded in 1922, the Kiwanis Club of 
Bradenton has built a strong reputation for 
helping the children of Manatee County. 

“Kiwanis is a tremendous force in this 
community,” Bill emphasizes. “When you 
look at the history, there are probably 
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200 different projects in this community 
completed by Kiwanis that nobody knows 
about.” He points out that State Road 70 
was completed because of Kiwanis, and 
the Bradenton Area Convention Center 
was started with $500,000 of seed money 
from the organization. “The Boys & Girls 
Club was founded by Kiwanis in this town, 
and the United Way was founded by 
Kiwanis in 1942. The 69th Street YMCA 
and the Lakewood Ranch YMCA also 
were founded by Kiwanis.” 

Over the past three years, Bill has been 
instrumental to a popular Kiwanis program 
called Christmas in August. During this 
annual event, the Kiwanis Club gives 
homeless children in Manatee District 
Schools a backpack filled with schools 
supplies as well as other services, 
including medical, dental, vision, and 
haircuts. Bill served as the chairman of 
Christmas in August in 2019. “This was our 
tenth year of doing Christmas in August, 
and we’ve now decided to pass the mantle 
to another organization,” he explains. 

Bill says the mission of Kiwanis is to 
invent new programs for children, and 
that’s exactly what they plan to do. “It’s 
time for us to invent the next thing,” he 
remarks. “We’re coming up on our 100th 
anniversary in the next two years, and 
there’s great debate right now as to what 
that new thing is.” 

For instance, Kiwanis International has 
been instrumental in eradicating children’s 
polio throughout the world. “That’s a lofty 
goal, but that’s what we’re looking for – the 
next great adventure and what we can do 
for this community. A program that will 
really make a difference.”

The American Dream
The primary focus of Bill’s volunteer 
work is education, which he believes is 
the foundation of the American Dream. 
“There are so many kids who only 
graduate because the school system 
wants to get rid of them,” he says. “It’s 
really heartbreaking to see high school 
graduates who can’t read. By the time 
they get to the college level, these 
kids really need the American Dream 

and somebody to usher them along. 
That’s why I’m so involved with the SCF 
Foundation, and of course Kiwanis. 
Because we offer the American Dream. 
With scholarship money, we can teach 
these adults to read and become part of 
that American Dream.”

When asked why he gives back so 
generously, Bill says it’s a combination 
of altruism and a desire to better our 
community. “This is a great place to 
live, and we want to keep it that way,” he 
says. “But just think what this community 
could be if we had a properly educated 

workforce. There are big companies 
who are dying to leave the tax states 
and move to Florida. But they need a 
properly educated workforce who can 
read, write, and do math. If every kid in 
Manatee County could read, write, and do 
math, there would be no unemployment 
here, and we would see economic 
development here in our community.” 

Last but not least, Bill says he volunteers 
because it’s the right thing to do. “After 
43 years of working in law enforcement, 
it’s nice to give back to my community.” 
Spoken like a true First Gentleman. 
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NEXTGEN has teamed up with the Bradenton 
Marauders to offer one lucky Kindergarten through 5th 
grade winner the chance to land TWO season tickets 
for the 2020 campaign at LECOM Park.
This fabulous prize is worth $700 and is a must enter 
for all baseball fans!
The Marauders opening home game is on Thursday, 
April 9th, against the Charlotte Stone Crabs, and the 
season runs thru the first week of September before 
the play-offs.
To win this fantastic prize, simply tell us what is the 
name of the Marauders mascot?

Entries must be emailed by March 9th, 2020  to 
competitions@nextgenmagazine.org
Please tell us your age and which school you attend.
They can also be mailed or handed in to the 
Early Learning Coalition of Manatee County office at 
600 8th Avenue West, Suite 100, Palmetto, FL, 34221.
Please mark them for the attention of: 
MARAUDERS Contest, NEXTGEN magazine.
Normal competition rules apply. Editor’s decision is final.
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When St. Patrick’s Day approaches, my family celebrates by adding in 
a little Irish to our day. Whether participating in the Anna Maria Island 
Parade, enjoying home-cooked or restaurant prepared corned beef and 

cabbage, or simply wearing something green, we like many other families, (whether 
Irish or not) tap into the spirit of the holiday.

Of course, one of the well-known symbols for St. Patrick’s Day is the shamrock. Not 
only does it stand for good luck, but it also has a religious significance through the 
Holy Trinity. Plus, according to Smithsonian Magazine, the shamrock recognizes 
that warm weather is here since clovers grow in Ireland during spring.

I thought it would be fun to make our very own shamrock out of upcycled materials 
that could be worn as a necklace or used to decorate for St. Patrick’s Day.

This idea became an Egg Carton Shamrock Craft and if you would like to recreate 
it with your family, here is what you will need:

egg carton, green acrylic paint, green fuzzy sticks aka pipe cleaner, glue, 
paint brush, hole punch, safety scissors, container for paint, 
paper towel or newspaper, optional: white ribbon.
Tip: Most of the items for this activity can be located at a local craft store.

DIRECTIONS:
To get started, first have your child paint the egg-shaped areas of the egg carton 
with the green acrylic paint. Then allow the paint to dry, this usually takes about 
an hour to completely set on the surface.

Next, cut the 12 sections of the egg shapes out. Then, select three and cut them 
into bowl shapes by removing the jagged edges. These will be the leaves of the 
Egg Carton Shamrock.

Next up, take a hole punch and place two holes in the sides of each leaf shape. 
Then take the green fuzzy stick, fold it in half, and create a small loop by twisting 
it at the top.

Allow this loop to stick out of the first leaf and weave the remaining fuzzy stick 
through the holes in the other leaves. To connect the pieces, twist the bottom part 
to look like a stem.

Then, add a dab of glue between each of the sections, and press together. 

Tip: To set the shamrock, lay the bottle of glue on top and allow the craft to dry.

Once the glue is dry, a ribbon can be put through the loop to turn it into a necklace 
or used to hang it in your home.

Not only is this craft easy to put together, but it gives us an opportunity to upcycle. 
I hope your family also enjoys this activity by adding a little Irish to your family’s 
St. Patrick’s Day.

       Carlee @ FLL

   Shamrock on    St. Patrick ,
S Day!



   Shamrock on    St. Patrick ,
S Day!

WORDS & PICTURES:
Carlee Colonneso
Carlee Colonneso is a wife, and stay at home mother of three. She is a 
graduate of the University of South Florida and author of funlearninglife.com. 
Her website is a lifestyle blog that centers on family, crafts, recipes, and 
frugal living.
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FEBRUARY
 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

February 2020
11Defy Bradenton 

KidsJump 9:00am

Kids Supergym 
Open Gym 10:00am

SkyZone Sarasota
Toddler Time 10:00am

Arts a Blaze PreK Story 
Time 10:00am

Sarasota Children’s
Garden “Art Rocks” 
11:00am
Learning Express Toys
University Story Time
11:00am

12Defy Bradenton 
KidsJump 9:00am

Kids Supergym 
Open Gym 10:00am

Sarasota Children’s 
Garden “Can You Dig It?”
11:00am

Barnes and Noble 
Story Time 11:00am

Lakewood Ranch 
Gymnastics Open Gym
11:00am-12:00pm

13Defy Bradenton 
KidsJump 9:00am
Mommy & Me 
Mote Marine 10:00am

Kids Supergym 
Open Gym 10:00am

SkyZone Sarasota
Toddler Time 10:00am

Sarasota Children’s 
Garden “Step Into A 
Story” 11:00am

Lets Create Art 
Lil Picasso Class 4:00pm

14Defy Bradenton 
KidsJump 9:00am

Kids Supergym 
Open Gym 10:00am

Sarasota Children’s 
Garden “Magic Nature 
Box” 11:00am 

Raymod James Stadium
Big Bounce America
1:00pm

Sarasota Fairgrounds
Thunder by the Bay 
5:00pm-10:00pm

15Nathan Benderson 
Park 8th Annual 
Superhero 5K 8:30AM

Bay Area Renaissance 
Festival 10:00am-6:00pm

Annual Cortez 
Commercial Fishing 
Festival 10:00am-6:00pm

Sarasota Fairgrounds
Thunder by the Bay
10:00am-10:00pm

Raymod James Stadium
Monster Energy 
Supercross 6:30pm

16Jumpin Fun
Toddler Time 
9:00am-11:00am

Bay Area Renaissance 
Festival 10:00am-6:00pm

Annual Cortez
Commercial Fishing 
Festival 10:00am-6:00pm

Circus Sarasota 
1:00pm & 5:00pm

Sarasota Fairgrounds
Thunder by the Bay

17Ringling Museum 
of Art FREE Admission

Circus Sarasota 
1:00pm & 5:00pm

18Defy Bradenton 
KidsJump 9:00am

Kids Supergym 
Open Gym 10:00am

SkyZone Sarasota
Toddler Time 10:00am

Arts a Blaze PreK Story 
Time 10:00am

Sarasota Children’s
Garden “Art Rocks” 
11:00am

Learning Express Toys
University Story Time
11:00am

19Defy Bradenton 
KidsJump 9:00am

Kids Supergym 
Open Gym 10:00am

Sarasota Children’s 
Garden “Can You Dig It?”
11:00am

Barnes and Noble 
Story Time 11:00am

Lakewood Ranch 
Gymnastics Open Gym
11:00am-12:00pm

Motorworks Brewery
Movie Night in the Beer 
Garden 8:00pm

20Defy Bradenton 
KidsJump 9:00am
Mommy & Me 
Mote Marine 10:00am

Kids Supergym 
Open Gym 10:00am

SkyZone Sarasota
Toddler Time 10:00am

Sarasota Children’s 
Garden “Step Into A 
Story” 11:00am

Lets Create Art 
Lil Picasso Class 4:00pm

Venice Airport
Italian Feast & Carnival

21Defy Bradenton 
KidsJump 9:00am

Kids Supergym 
Open Gym 10:00am

Sarasota Children’s 
Garden “Magic Nature 
Box” 11:00am

Raymod James Stadium
Big Bounce America
1:00pm

Kids Ninja Training 
Live Training Center 
Palmetto 7:00pm

Venice Airport
Italian Feast & Carnival

22Michaels Kids Club 
10:00am

Bay Area Renaissance 
Festival 10:00am-6:00pm

Annual Cortez 
Commercial Fishing 
Festival 10:00am-6:00pm

Barnes and Noble 
Story Time 11:00am

Raymod James Stadium
Big Bounce America
1:00pm

Pittsburgh Pirates Spring 
Training Opener 1:05pm

Lakewood Ranch 
Gymnastics Open Gym
6:30pm-8:30pm

23Jumpin Fun
Toddler Time 
9:00am-11:00am

SkyZone Sarasota
Toddler Time 
9:00am-11:00am

Raymod James Stadium
Big Bounce America
1:00pm

Bay Area Renaissance 
Festival 10:00am-6:00pm

Circus Sarasota 
1:00pm & 5:00pm

Orioles Spring Training 
Ed Smith Stadium 1:05pm

24Ringling Museum 
of Art FREE Admission

Circus Sarasota 
1:00pm & 5:00pm

25Defy Bradenton 
KidsJump 9:00am

Kids Supergym 
Open Gym 10:00am

SkyZone Sarasota
Toddler Time 10:00am

Arts a Blaze PreK Story 
Time 10:00am

Sarasota Children’s
Garden “Art Rocks” 
11:00am
Learning Express Toys
University Story Time
11:00am

26Defy Bradenton 
KidsJump 9:00am

Sarasota Children’s 
Garden “Can You Dig It?”
11:00am

Barnes and Noble 
Story Time 11:00am

Lakewood Ranch 
Gymnastics Open Gym
11:00am-12:00pm

Motorworks Brewery
Movie Night in the Beer 
Garden 8:00pm

27Defy Bradenton 
KidsJump 9:00am

Mommy & Me 
Mote Marine 10:00am

Kids Supergym 
Open Gym 10:00am

SkyZone Sarasota
Toddler Time 10:00am

Sarasota Children’s 
Garden “Step Into A 
Story” 11:00am

Lets Create Art 
Lil Picasso Class 4:00pm

28Defy Bradenton 
KidsJump 9:00am

Kids Supergym 
Open Gym 10:00am

Sarasota Children’s 
Garden “Magic Nature 
Box” 11:00am

Nathan Benderson Park
DeSoto Food & Music 
Festival 5:00pm-10:00pm

Florida Strawberry Festival
10:00am-10:00pm

29Lake Uihlein Annual 
LWR Youth Fishing 
Tournament 
9:00am-12:00pm

Bay Area Renaissance 
Festival 10:00am-6:00pm

Nathan Benderson Park
DeSoto Food & Music 
Festival 11:00am-10:00pm

LWR Main Street 
Exotic Car Festival 
10:00am-3:00pm

Crowley Museum 
Southwest Heritage 
Festival 



MARCH
 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

March 2020 
 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1LWR Main Street
Take Stock in Children 5K

Jumpin Fun
Toddler Time 
9:00am-11:00am

SkyZone Sarasota
Toddler Time 
9:00am-11:00am

Circus Sarasota 
1:00pm & 5:00pm

Bay Area Renaissance 
Festival 10:00am-6:00pm

2Ringling Museum 
of Art FREE Admission

AMI Museum Anna 
Maria Island Heritage Day 
9:00am-2:00pm

3Defy Bradenton 
KidsJump 9:00am

Kids Supergym 
Open Gym 10:00am

SkyZone Sarasota
Toddler Time 10:00am

Arts a Blaze PreK Story 
Time 10:00am

Sarasota Children’s
Garden “Art Rocks” 
11:00am
Learning Express Toys
University Story Time
11:00am

4Defy Bradenton 
KidsJump 9:00am

Kids Supergym 
Open Gym 10:00am

Sarasota Children’s 
Garden “Can You Dig It?”
11:00am

Barnes and Noble 
Story Time 11:00am

Lakewood Ranch 
Gymnastics Open Gym
11:00am-12:00pm

5Defy Bradenton 
KidsJump 9:00am
Mommy & Me 
Mote Marine 10:00am

Kids Supergym 
Open Gym 10:00am

SkyZone Sarasota
Toddler Time 10:00am

Sarasota Children’s 
Garden “Step Into A 
Story” 11:00am

Lets Create Art 
Lil Picasso Class 4:00pm

6Defy Bradenton 
KidsJump 9:00am

Kids Supergym 
Open Gym 10:00am

Sarasota Children’s 
Garden “Magic Nature 
Box” 11:00am 

Lakewood Ranch Music 
on Main 6:00pm-9:00pm

Kids Ninja Training 
Live Training Center 
Palmetto 7:00pm

7Home Depot 
FREE Kids Workshop 
9:00am-12:00pm

Artslam
Downtown Bradenton 
9:00am-4:00pm

Michaels Kids Club 
10:00am

Berry Festival at Fruitville 
Grove 10:00am-4:00pm

Bay Area Renaissance 
Festival 10:00am-6:00pm

Barnes and Noble 
Story Time 11:00am

Lakewood Ranch 
Gymnastics Open Gym
6:30pm-8:30pm

8 Jumpin Fun
Toddler Time 
9:00am-11:00am

SkyZone Sarasota
Toddler Time 
9:00am-11:00am

Berry Festival at Fruitville 
Grove 10:00am-4:00pm

Bay Area Renaissance 
Festival 10:00am-6:00pm

9Ringling Museum 
of Art FREE Admission

10Defy Bradenton 
KidsJump 9:00am

Kids Supergym 
Open Gym 10:00am

SkyZone Sarasota
Toddler Time 10:00am

Arts a Blaze PreK Story 
Time 10:00am

Sarasota Children’s
Garden “Art Rocks” 
11:00am
Learning Express Toys
University Story Time
11:00am

11Defy Bradenton 
KidsJump 9:00am

Kids Supergym 
Open Gym 10:00am

Sarasota Children’s 
Garden “Can You Dig It?”
11:00am

Barnes and Noble 
Story Time 11:00am

Lakewood Ranch 
Gymnastics Open Gym
11:00am-12:00pm

12Defy Bradenton 
KidsJump 9:00am
Mommy & Me 
Mote Marine 10:00am

Kids Supergym 
Open Gym 10:00am

SkyZone Sarasota
Toddler Time 10:00am

Sarasota Children’s 
Garden “Step Into A 
Story” 11:00am

Lets Create Art 
Lil Picasso Class 4:00pm

13Defy Bradenton 
KidsJump 9:00am

Florida Railroad Museum 
Day Out with Thomas
9:00am-4:00pm

Kids Supergym 
Open Gym 10:00am

Sarasota Children’s 
Garden “Magic Nature 
Box” 11:00am 

Lakewood Ranch Music 
on Main 6:00pm-9:00pm

Bradenton Riverwalk 
Music in the Park 
6:00pm-8:00pm

Sarasota County Fair

14Home Depot 
FREE Kids Workshop 
9:00am-12:00pm

Florida Railroad Museum 
Day Out with Thomas
9:00am-4:00pm

Michaels Kids Club 
10:00am

Berry Festival at Fruitville 
Grove 10:00am-4:00pm

Bay Area Renaissance 
Festival 10:00am-6:00pm 

Barnes and Noble 
Story Time 11:00am

Nathan Benderson Park
Lucky Leprechaun 5K
6:00pm

Lakewood Ranch 
Gymnastics Open Gym
6:30pm-8:30pm

15Jumpin Fun
Toddler Time 
9:00am-11:00am

SkyZone Sarasota
Toddler Time 
9:00am-11:00am

Berry Festival at Fruitville 
Grove 10:00am-4:00pm

Bay Area Renaissance 
Festival 10:00am-6:00pm

Florida Railroad Museum 
Day Out with Thomas
9:00am-4:00pm

Sarasota County Fair

16Ringling Museum 
of Art FREE Admission

17Defy Bradenton 
KidsJump 9:00am

Kids Supergym 
Open Gym 10:00am

SkyZone Sarasota
Toddler Time 10:00am

Arts a Blaze PreK Story 
Time 10:00am

Sarasota Children’s
Garden “Art Rocks” 
11:00am
Learning Express Toys
University Story Time
11:00am

18Defy Bradenton 
KidsJump 9:00am

Kids Supergym 
Open Gym 10:00am

Sarasota Children’s 
Garden “Can You Dig It?”
11:00am

Barnes and Noble 
Story Time 11:00am

Lakewood Ranch 
Gymnastics Open Gym
11:00am-12:00pm

19Defy Bradenton 
KidsJump 9:00am
Mommy & Me 
Mote Marine 10:00am

Kids Supergym 
Open Gym 10:00am

SkyZone Sarasota
Toddler Time 10:00am

Sarasota Children’s 
Garden “Step Into A 
Story” 11:00am

Lets Create Art 
Lil Picasso Class 4:00pm

20Defy Bradenton 
KidsJump 9:00am

Kids Supergym 
Open Gym 10:00am

Sarasota Children’s 
Garden “Magic Nature 
Box” 11:00am 

Bradenton Riverwalk 
Music in the Park 
6:00pm-8:00pm

Sarasota County Fair

21Home Depot 
FREE Kids Workshop 
9:00am-12:00pm

Florida Railroad Museum 
Day Out with Thomas
9:00am-4:00pm

Michaels Kids Club 
10:00am

Berry Festival at Fruitville 
Grove 10:00am-4:00pm

Bay Area Renaissance 
Festival 10:00am-6:00pm 

Barnes and Noble 
Story Time 11:00am

Lakewood Ranch 
Gymnastics Open Gym
6:30pm-8:30pm

22Jumpin Fun
Toddler Time 
9:00am-11:00am

SkyZone Sarasota
Toddler Time 
9:00am-11:00am

Berry Festival at Fruitville 
Grove 10:00am-4:00pm

Bay Area Renaissance 
Festival 10:00am-6:00pm

Florida Railroad Museum 
Day Out with Thomas
9:00am-4:00pm

Sarasota County Fair

23Ringling Museum 
of Art FREE Admission

24Defy Bradenton 
KidsJump 9:00am

Kids Supergym 
Open Gym 10:00am

SkyZone Sarasota
Toddler Time 10:00am

Arts a Blaze PreK Story 
Time 10:00am

Sarasota Children’s
Garden “Art Rocks” 
11:00am
Learning Express Toys
University Story Time
11:00am

25Defy Bradenton 
KidsJump 9:00am

Kids Supergym 
Open Gym 10:00am

Sarasota Children’s 
Garden “Can You Dig It?”
11:00am

Barnes and Noble 
Story Time 11:00am

Lakewood Ranch 
Gymnastics Open Gym
11:00am-12:00pm

26Defy Bradenton 
KidsJump 9:00am
Mommy & Me 
Mote Marine 10:00am

Kids Supergym 
Open Gym 10:00am

SkyZone Sarasota
Toddler Time 10:00am

Sarasota Children’s 
Garden “Step Into A 
Story” 11:00am

Lets Create Art 
Lil Picasso Class 4:00pm

27Defy Bradenton 
KidsJump 9:00am

Kids Supergym 
Open Gym 10:00am

Bay Area Renaissance 
Festival 10:00am-6:00pm 

Sarasota Children’s 
Garden “Magic Nature 
Box” 11:00am 

Bradenton Riverwalk 
Music in the Park 
6:00pm-8:00pm

Venice Airport Suncoast 
BBQ & Bluegrass Bash 
Sarasota Film Festival

28Home Depot 
FREE Kids Workshop 
9:00am-12:00pm

Michaels Kids Club 
10:00am

Bay Area Renaissance 
Festival 10:00am-6:00pm 

Barnes and Noble 
Story Time 11:00am

Lakewood Ranch 
Gymnastics Open Gym 
6:30pm-8:30pm

Venice Airport Suncoast 
BBQ & Bluegrass Bash 

Sarasota Film Festival

29Jumpin Fun
Toddler Time 
9:00am-11:00am

SkyZone Sarasota
Toddler Time 
9:00am-11:00am

Bay Area Renaissance 
Festival 10:00am-6:00pm

30Ringling Museum 
of Art FREE Admission

31Defy Bradenton 
KidsJump 9:00am

Kids Supergym 
Open Gym 10:00am

SkyZone Sarasota
Toddler Time 10:00am

Arts a Blaze PreK Story 
Time 10:00am

Sarasota Children’s
Garden “Art Rocks” 
11:00am

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH
Bradenton Macaroni Kid is one of the area's 
top resources for all things family-friendly! 
With a comprehensive listing of holiday 
events, play groups, classes, festivals, 
summer programs, shows and much more, 

Bradenton Macaroni Kid makes it easy for parents to keep their children busy 
and entertained all year long. Don't miss the exciting giveaways, promotions, 

timely bits of parenting advice and humor! Like us on Facebook and sign up to receive the 
FREE weekly e-newsletter with the latest scoop on fun outings and events in Manatee County 
at www.bradenton.macaronikid.com.
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Pictures: Wendy Dewhurst
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On The Book Shelf
the Kitchen

RECIPES: Sophie Williams 

SHAMROCK LOLLIPOPS
INGREDIENTS
• 16 green Jolly Ranchers
• Lollipop sticks
  (For each lollipop you need 4 jolly ranchers)

PREPARATION
1. Preheat oven to 250 degrees.
2. Arrange the lollipop sticks on a baking sheet 

covered in parchment paper.
3. Place four Jolly Ranchers on the stick in a cross 

shape.
4. Bake for 5-8 minutes.
5. Take them out of the oven, let cool and enjoy!

INGREDIENTS
• Square pretzels
• Valentine M&M’s (pink and red)
• Hershey’s Kisses

PREPARATION
1. Set oven to 275 degrees.
2. Put one Hershey Kiss on top of the pretzel.
3. Place it in the oven for three minutes or until 

the chocolate is soft.
4. Push one M&M into the middle of the kiss. 
5. Let cool and enjoy!

CHOCOLATE 
PRETZEL BITES



On The Book Shelf

The first 50 people to come into the lobby of the Early Learning 
Coalition of Manatee County, 600 8th Avenue West, Suite 100, 
Palmetto can pick up free copies of the books reviewed.

THAT’S WHEN I’M 
HAPPY

(Birth to 3)  •  By Beth Shoshan   

“That’s When I’m Happy” is a heartwarming story of a bear 
that spends happy days with his Mom and Dad doing simple 
everyday activities like playing soccer and reading books. This 
unique story takes place in the fall within little bear’s cozy family 
home. It is a great addition to your toddler’s bedtime routine 
as the pictures have soft colors and take you from counting 
stars to reading books in front of a warm fireplace with mom 

to cuddling to sleep. This 
story teaches us how a 
child can be happy with 
the simple things in life 
as long as the activity 
is  shared w i th  the i r 
parents. A perfect story 
to remind us all that it is 
not about what we give 
to our children, but rather 
it is about what we do 
in those special simple 
moments.

REVIEWS: Ana Rodriguez

Can I Bring Saber to 
New York City, Ms. Mayor?

(7-9)  •  By Lois G. Grambling   

“Can I Bring Saber to New York City, Ms. Mayor?” 
is a story about a student that asked the Mayor 
if he can bring his saber-toothed cat on his 
class field trip to New York City! The book takes 
readers around the most common places to 
visit in the city, starting with the famous Statue 
of Liberty, passing through the Empire State 
Building, and finishing in Central Park. This 
imaginative author painted a saber that is sweet, 
scary, funny, and friendly. “Can I Bring Saber to 
New York City, Ms. Mayor?” gives children the 
chance to see New York City in a creative way 
through Saber, a goofy and adventurous saber-
toothed cat. This book has colorful pictures and 
a surprise, silly ending. 

HAPPY VALENTINE’S 
DAY, MOUSE!

(4-6)  •  By Laura Numeroff   

The storyline in “Happy Valentine’s Day, Mouse!” features 
a big-hearted, mouse who appreciates his friends because 
of their different qualities. 
I like how Mouse creates a 
different Valentine card for 
each friend. He carefully 
personalizes each one, 
matching their  special 
talent.  It is a simple, colorful 
story that teaches our 
children to appreciate the 
importance of friendship. 
A great book right on time 
to share in this season 
of LOVE!
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VISIT US ONLINE AT: 
www.bouncedownunder.com 

941.366.0123 

Inflatable Party & Play Center

14
61

9
3

Sarasota Commons •935 N. Beneva Road, Suite 802 • Sarasota, FL 34232

Walk-In Play, Any Time!

Skippy’s Hassle Free 

BIRTHDAY
PARTIES!

Be a Hero. 
Be a Foster Parent.

941-404-0079 
safechildrencoalition.org

Loving families needed 
for sibling groups and 
school age children.
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Investing in our youth  
is not merely our responsibility. 
It is our privilege.
It’s never too early — or too late — to plan for the financial future of your family or business.

Jodi D. Allen 
Vice President, Commercial Banking 
941.757.4561 | jodi.allen@bmo.com

Mandy Quinones 
Branch Manager, Retail Banking 
941.723.6933 | mandy.quinones@bmo.com

BMO Harris Bank® is a trade name used by BMO Harris Bank N.A. Member FDIC. bmoharris.com

No Appointment Necessary
Just Walk In

MINOR INJURY  
OR ILLNESS?

Member of Manatee Physician Alliance 
Physicians are not employees or agents of these hospitals. For language assistance,  
disability accommodations and the non-discrimination notice, visit our website. 
Most insurance accepted. 200658-0173  1/20

Proud to be affiliated with 
Manatee Memorial Hospital 
and Lakewood Ranch 
Medical Center

manateeurgentcare.com

Two Convenient Locations
Open 7 Days a Week 

9908 State Road 64 East
Bradenton, FL 34212

941.747.8600 

4647 Manatee Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34209

941.745.5999 



the
Artist
When Ashley Santana-Morales was only eight, her art 

teacher knew she had a gift. 

“She was very artistic,” said Alex Miranda, who then taught at 
Palmetto Elementary School. “She had her own style already.”

Having your own style at age eight is rare, Miranda said, 
adding she usually only recognizes personal style in a handful 
of students in an entire K-5 elementary school. 

“Some students have a natural talent, they’re born with it,” 
Miranda said. For such kids, drawing, painting and other art 
forms come easy, and every sketch and brush stroke come 
out exactly the way they want it, she said.

“I did not draw nearly half as great as Ashley did,” said Miranda, 
who has a studio art degree. “She’s next level amazing. If she 
wants to work in any kind of artistic field, I think she has the 
potential to do so. She really is special.”

Actually, Ashley, now 12, is extra special, as she has been 
deaf since birth. Ashley communicates via American Sign 
Language, but she also speaks English and Spanish - the 
language that her parents, originally from Mexico, speak at 
home. Since she was three years old, Ashley has used a 
cochlear implant to help her hear.

WORDS: Kara Chalmers
PICTURES: Whitney Patton

Ashley



Ashley



In October, soon after starting her fifth-grade year at Palmetto 
Elementary, Ashley was accepted at the Florida School for the 
Deaf & the Blind in St. Augustine (FSDB) - one of the top such 
schools in the nation. Tuition-free, this Florida public school 
serves eligible Pre-K and K-12 students who are deaf/hard of 
hearing, blind/visually impaired, or deafblind. By all accounts, 
Ashley is thriving at her new school. 

Opportunity and Sacrifice
“I knew Ashley would be a star in St. Augustine,” said Margaret 
Cornell, Teacher of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing in Manatee 
County. “She’s a rock star.”

Cornell has known Ashley for eight years. She’s worked with her 
off and on, including in Pre-K. It was Cornell who made Ashley 
and her parents aware of the Florida School for the Deaf & the 
Blind (FSDB) and helped the family through the application 
process last summer. 

At Palmetto Elementary, Ashley had an interpreter in all her 
classes, but Cornell knew Ashley would blossom at FSDB. 

“I thought it would be a better match for Ashley and her 
personality,” Cornell said. “She was the only deaf child here. 
There was a language delay and so school was very hard. I knew 
Ashley was so smart. Going to school with just an interpreter 
was not enough.”

Ashley loves that at her new school, all the teachers and the deaf 
students use sign language. The first thing she noticed when 
she visited FSDB was that the counselor giving the tour had the 
same cochlear implant she has.

So now, Ashley attends school as a boarder on weekdays, 
sleeping in a dorm with girls her age and eating meals in a dining 
hall. Her classes are small – six to eight students in each - and 
they include American Sign Language, English, and physical 
education every day. She swims, runs, plays games, and in her 
free time, she draws. She takes the school’s free bus to and from 
home in Bradenton on Fridays and Sundays. 

Switching to a school in St. Augustine was a difficult choice - not 
so much for Ashley - but for her parents. Cornell noted that, while 
it was difficult to let go of their 12-year-old daughter, Ashley’s 
parents ultimately want what’s best for her. “It was a real act of love 
and sacrifice to allow Ashley to go to St. Augustine,” Cornell said. 

Family Weekends
Ashley’s mother, Antonia, recalls crying as she packed Ashley’s 
school things in October. “I wanted to hold on to my baby, but 
I had to let her go,” Antonia said, via Spanish translator, Alicia 
Vargas- Perez, parent liaison for Palmetto Elementary School. 
“The first time we went, we saw Ashley was so happy, I resolved 
not to cry in front of her.” 

So, Ashley’s parents and her brothers Roman, 15, and Kevin, 
8, make the most of their weekends with Ashley. They enjoy 
home-cooked meals together, go to church, and the siblings play 
soccer and video games. They have movie nights with popcorn 
and homemade chicharrones. “I look forward to Fridays,” Antonia 
said. “I make it special.”

Ashley’s father Roman, who works in Sarasota and takes the bus, 
goes out of his way to get home in time for the entire family to 
pick up Ashley each Friday. “For me and my husband, Ashley is 
our  princess,” Antonia said. “Roman takes care that everything 
is special for our children, and at the same time we teach them 
the importance of being united to say goodbye and pick up 
Ashley from the bus.”
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Still, as much fun as the weekends are, Sundays are difficult. 
“Mom cries,” Ashley said, smiling and looking at her mother 
with love. 

According to Antonia, there were times Ashley would come 
home from Palmetto Elementary sad, saying that some students 
excluded her and didn’t accept her. In her current school, Antonia 
said, it’s different. The students and teachers understand each 
other, she said, and they share, and they talk. “This world is 
difficult for her,” Antonia said, referring to Palmetto Elementary. 
“Where she is right now is where she is supposed to be.”

Sketching as Expression
For Ashley, drawing is a way to communicate, Antonia said. 
“Ashley knows how to show what she feels in drawings,” Antonia 
said, adding that Ashley’s done so since she was a toddler.

Many of Ashley’s drawings depict her and her mom, sometimes 
with the slogan, “I Love You, Mom.” 

Cherelyn Bolt, a third-grade teacher at Palmetto 
Elementary School, taught Ashley for one-
and-a-half years. Like many of the school’s 
teachers and administrators, Bolt adores 
Ashley. 

“I watched Ashley’s oral language 
blossom in my class,” Bolt said. She 
said she also witnessed Ashley 
develop special friendships with 
students who wanted to learn sign 
language. “She became a social 
butterfly,” Bolt said. “She’s quite 
a character. At times, she has a 
very lively personality.”

The year Ashley was in Bolt’s 
class, the students wrote and 
illustrated “autobiographies.” 
The booklets would include their 
future lives, including high schools, 

colleges, and careers. For 
example, in Ashley’s book, 
she wrote, “I graduated from 
Manatee School for the Arts” 
(which is her older brother’s 
school). 

The illustration on that page 
is one of Bolt’s favorites. It 
shows Ashley in a graduation 
gown and hat, embracing her 
mother, and both of them are 
crying, but smiling.

It was in Ashley’s auto-
biography that she revealed 

she wants to be an art teacher. “It would be a natural fit for her,” 
Bolt said, describing Ashley’s artistic ability as “off the scale.” She 
said she thinks Ashley’s art teacher, Alex Miranda, may have been 
the inspiration behind Ashley’s career choice.

“I think she’s going to pursue her goals; I could absolutely see 
her becoming an art teacher,” Bolt said. “I can see Ashley  
doing anything.”
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SAFETY FIRST!
Manatee County Schools Install New Bus 
Technology For Greater Student Security

WORDS & PICTURES:  Jessica Schubick
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Putting your children on the bus 
in the morning can be a slightly 
nerve-wracking experience for 

parents, but the Manatee County School 
District is implementing a system that 
gives parents greater peace of mind. 
The District has been rolling out a four-
phase plan for new school bus tracking, 
routing, and planning technology over the 
past several years. The School District’s 
Assistant Director of Transportation Won 
Oh has been spearheading the process, 
which should be fully implemented by the 
next school year. 

The roll-out began with the installation of 
a new GPS tracking system on all District 
school buses so that the transportation 

department would know each bus’s 
location at all times. This technology 
also allowed parents to begin using the 
WheresTheBus app to track the location 
of their child’s bus. 

The app enables parents to know when 
their child’s bus has arrived at their 
school and when the bus is approaching 
their child’s bus stop. The app is free to 
SDMC families whose children ride the 
bus. The app is available on any device 
with Internet access (smartphone, tablet, 
personal computer).

In the second phase of the new 
technology installation, the School 
District’s Transportation department 

began using a new routing software for 
developing the bus routes. During the 
third phase, the buses were equipped 
with “MDTs” (mobile data terminals) – 
which are tablets for setting and following 
their routes rather than the paper system 
that had previously been used. The final 
phase currently being piloted is the 
implementation of student ID scanning on 
the buses to record the individual location 
of each student.

The ID card scanner began this piloting 
process at three local schools – Williams 
Elementary School, King Middle School, 
and Palmetto High School – in October 
2019 with a goal to roll out to all schools 
over the next year. As students board and 
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disembark the bus, they scan their school 
ID card creating a real time record of the 
child’s location. 

Not only does the School District’s system 
reflect and record this information in their 
bus tracking software, but when the new 
technology is complete, parents will also 
be able to access their child’s location. 

With the personal identification verification 
provided by their child’s student ID card, 
parents will be able to know not only 
where their child’s bus is through the 
WheresTheBus app, but they will have 
the assurance of knowing when their child 
gets on and off their bus.

Mr. Oh has already been hearing great 
things from the schools that are currently 
utilizing the technology. “The principal 
and assistant principal at Williams 
Elementary have been heavily involved. 
They’re enjoying the process. And they’re 
telling us that students are enjoying the 
responsibility of scanning. The feedback 
has been great.”

Mr. Oh wants parents to know that the 
ID scanning system – and all of the 
recent technology upgrades – are being 
implemented for their children’s safety: 
“This is another security feature to ensure 
the safety of all of our students. It’s an 
extra layer and a service that we want to 
provide for our community.” 

“With this new technology coming at the 
rate that it is coming, there are going to 
be some issues,” he cautioned. “There 
will be some bugs that we have to work 
out for the first year. So if there are any 
issues where parents are having technical 
difficulties with the app, or whatever the 
case might be, I just ask that they let us 
know and be patient.”

Mr. Oh has a fresh ally in the technology 
roll-out this year, as the District has brought 
in the leadership of Gary Sawyer as the 
new Director of Transportation. Mr. Sawyer 
began his new role with the Manatee 
County School District in August of 2019 
after retiring from a 37-year career with 
Pasco County Schools. His career path 
took him from teaching at the beginning 
of his tenure, to his ultimate position as 
Director of the Pasco County School 
District’s transportation department. 

Mr. Oh, who has been with the District 
for 9 years, oversees the operations 
and technology side of the department, 
while Mr. Sawyer brings his extensive 
experience and wealth of knowledge to 
the table concerning Florida statutes and 
transportation procedures. 

As it happens, both Mr. Sawyer and Mr. 
Oh commute to Manatee County from 
their homes in Pasco County. Both are 
also married with children – Mr. Sawyer 

is the father of adult children and Mr. Oh 
has two children with another on the way. 

Asked about his transition to Manatee 
County, Mr. Sawyer thoughtfully reflects 
on the past several months: “Having my 
whole career in one place, as I moved 
up I knew how things functioned. So 
as I got promoted, I knew how things 
worked. Coming to a new District, I 
know the state guidelines and I know 
what DOE [the Florida Department of 
Education] wants, but it’s about learning 
what Manatee wants now and how they 
conduct business because every District 
does it a little differently. And Mr. Oh is 
obviously a wealth of knowledge for that.” 

“Everybody is great to work with and 
everybody works really hard,” he adds. 
“The District is open to new ideas and 
change. They’ve got a lot of good going 
on with all of the technology they were in 
the process of implementing. It’s great 
stuff. We didn’t have any of that where 
I came from, so it’s new to me as well.”

Mr. Sawyer supervises the day-to-day 
operations of the school’s fleet and 
transportation program. “In this position, 
you basically oversee the transportation 
of students to and from school and 
extracurricular activities. 

But in addition to the obvious part of 
what school transportation does, there’s 
the whole maintenance division – all the 
school bus inspections and maintenance 
of the buses, as well as the white fleet for 
the District – so it’s the maintenance of 
all of those vehicles. Then we’ve got the 
training and safety division because we 
train all of our own bus drivers.” 

With more than 300 employees currently, 
the Manatee County School District’s 
transportation department is also hiring. 
Mr. Sawyer adds that previous training is 
not required: “We do all the CDL training 
and all the DOE training internally. And 
it’s all paid training!” 

• To contact the Manatee County 
School District Transportation 
Department, call (941) 782-1BUS 
or visit the Transportation tab at 
www.ManateeSchools.net. 

Won Oh and Gary Sawyer assess the routes





Manatee Education Foundation

Pictures: Whitney Patton
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On the Road to Building   Compassionate Schools
WORDS:
Dr. Noelle DeLaCruz, School Psychologist, Co-Chair of Student Services LGBTQ+ Committee 
Ms. Karina Li, School Social Worker, Co-Chair of Student Services LGBTQ + Committee

The Manatee County School District is paving the way to 
creating compassionate schools through the application 
of Social and Emotional Learning (SEL) programs, initiation 

of student led alliances, and dedication to creating positive 
school climates. 

SEL practices are an essential component in our schools to 
ensure that children and youth learn skills to become emotionally 
healthy and empathetic individuals. Student led clubs, such as 
Gay/Straight Alliances (GSAs), give students the opportunity to 
practice and implement leadership skills as well as foster a spirit 
of community and acceptance. 

A positive school climate is one that accepts differences, 
celebrates commonalities, and creates community among 
diverse groups. The result is a school culture in which all students 
feel safe, accepted, and ready to learn.

The implementation of SEL practices, which include teaching 
students how to understand and manage emotions; set and 
achieve positive goals; feel and show empathy for others; 
establish and maintain positive relationships; and make 
responsible decisions, are vital in building supportive and well-
managed learning environments. 

“When schools help students develop self-¬awareness and 
caring for others, they are more likely to succeed. This has 
been consistently indicated in research in neuroscience and 
education over the last two decades…These practices also 
reduce antagonism and bullying and promote compassion and 
caring behaviors” (Compassionate Schools Project, 2019). 

This translates into a positive school climate that fosters safety, 
thereby promoting an environment that celebrates diversity and 
maintains respectful, trusting, and caring relationships throughout 
the school. Research shows that positive school climates, like the 
ones endorsed by compassionate schools, is correlated to higher 
test scores, promotion rates, and graduation rates (National 
Center on Safe Supportive Learning Environments, 2019).

SEL practices and inclusive school environments are beneficial 
for ALL students, however, it is especially necessary for 
vulnerable populations such as Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and 
Transgender (LGBT) students. Unfortunately, LGBT students 
face high levels of victimization and are more likely to miss school 
because they feel unsafe or uncomfortable. 

Data from the 2017 Youth Risk Behavior Surveillance Survey 
(YRBS) indicated that 63% of LGB high schoolers reported feeling 
sad or hopeless in comparison to 28% of their heterosexual peers. 

Additionally, 23% of LGB high schoolers attempted suicide 
compared to 5% of their heterosexual peers. The good news is 
that safe and affirming school policies and supportive school 
personnel can offset these effects. 

The National Education Association, the American Federation of 
Teachers, and the Association for Supervision and Curriculum 
Development have all passed resolutions asking their members 
and all school districts to step forward to improve the educational 
experiences of LGBT students. These resolutions call for 
providing a safe environment, support groups, and counseling 
options for LGBT students and by employing anti-harassment 
rules and practices (Lynch, 2014). 

In an effort to improve school climate and district practices 
for LGBT youth, the Student Services Department initiated the 
development of the LGBTQ+ Committee in the Fall of 2017. The 
committee is comprised of School Psychologists and School 
Social Workers who have collaborated with Superintendent 
Cynthia Saunders, District Attorney Mitchell Teitelbaum, School 
Board Member Charlie Kennedy, representatives from Equality 
Florida, and community stakeholders in order to develop best 
practice guidelines for the School District of Manatee County. 

These guidelines are intended to assist faculty, staff, and students 
in fostering positive self-image, establishing safe and inclusive 
schools, and promoting academic success for students who are 
or are perceived to be lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and/
or questioning. In addition, each public school has an appointed 
LGBTQ+ Liaison. 

The liaisons have been trained by the LGBTQ+ Student 
Services Committee and are available to provide assistance 
to their schools with regard to LGBTQ+ District Guidelines and 
supports available to students. The guidelines will be posted 
on the Student Services website, and students and families are 
encouraged to familiarize themselves with them.

In addition to these guidelines, various approaches have been 
proven beneficial for youth in our schools. One practice that has 
been shown to decrease bullying on school campuses is the 
development of a Gay-Straight Alliance (GSA). 

In schools that have formed gay-straight alliances, there were 
significantly fewer incidences of bullying for ALL students, gay 
or straight, without distinguishing who did or did not participate 
in the group (Nesbit, 2016). When combined with a larger, 
comprehensive safe school initiative, GSAs can create positive 
changes in school climate that endure over time (GLSEN, 2007). 
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On the Road to Building   Compassionate Schools
Schools are encouraged to share ideas that focus on 
teaching acceptance, diversity, respect, and equity within 
the existing curriculum. Using inclusive language helps to 
avoid assumptions about people and promote respectful 
relationships among all. Families of LGBT youth also have 
great potential in creating protective factors for our youth. 
Ryan (2019) indicates that, “LGBT youth who are accepted 
by their families are much more likely to believe they will 
have a good life and will become a happy, productive adult.” 
School staff are encouraged to engage families as allies to 
promote support for their LGBT children.

Creating compassionate schools where students feel supported 
and are encouraged to be themselves leads to optimal outcomes 
for all students academically, socially, and emotionally. 
Infusing SEL practices and inclusive language into the 
curriculum allows students to develop life skills that are 
vital for ongoing success. 

This also promotes a sense of unity that fosters a positive 
school climate. Finally, student initiated and led alliances 
such as GSAs create safer schools as studies have correlated 
the presence of a GSA in a school to lower rates of bullying for 
all students in the building. Vulnerable populations, such as 
LGBTQ+ youth, especially benefit from the safe and supportive 
environments characteristic of compassionate schools. 

Current developments initiated by the LGBTQ+ Committee, 
with the assistance of compassionate staff, are paving the road 
towards compassionate schools for ALL students in the School 
District of Manatee County. 

By doing so, Manatee County will continue to optimize positive 
outcomes for our youth. 
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CREATING A MORE
HOPEFUL FUTURE -

WORDS: Bronwyn Beightol, 
Manatee Area President, United Way Suncoast

Since January, we have been 
l istening to our community, 
reaching out to hear community 

voices and shared aspirations.

Recently, we held a meeting of church 
leaders, educators, government officials, 
and civic-minded concerned citizens at a 
church in Downtown Bradenton.

Here is a look at what we discussed, 
and the unveiling of a plan we know 
can make a BIG difference in creating a 
more hopeful future for our children and 
families…together.

In 2015, as we were developing the 
partnerships and ‘structure’ for the 
Suncoast Campaign for Grade-Level 
Reading, a question arose. How do 
we ensure that people recognize THE 

SCGLR, not side efforts that may not 
have intended results or may not follow 
the strategies? Remember, partnering in 
this way was very new.

I will always remember the answer Debra 
Jacobs gave. She said: “We don’t. I 
think success arrives when people 
begin to own this moral imperative and 
maybe even come to believe that they 
invented it!”

That philosophy has guided our leadership 
of this effort and is foundational to The 
Big Plan.

When Ralph Smith, Managing Director of 
the Campaign for Grade-Level Reading 

talks about long-term success, he 
emphasizes the need for support or 
engagement in the right “dosage” and 
“frequency” of efforts to ensure that 
a foundation for lifetime success has 
been established in our community, for 
our children.

We believe that the only way to get 
to those, is by engaging our entire 
community in ways big and small – not 
always prescriptive and certainly not able 
to be highlighted here today due to the 
number of people who continue to ask 
themselves, “What can I do today to make 
a difference?” and respond with action.

As we continue to elevate and amplify the 
impact of SCGLR efforts in 
Manatee County, 

Together!



Kindergarten Readiness!

one necessity continues to surface… we 
need more community voice.

We need to better understand what 
individuals are facing in order to build 
connective tissue between outside and 
inside school time. For lasting success, 
it is important that we have all of the 
voices, and that only happens when we 
turn outward.

With Rich Harwood’s launch of his 
new book Stepping Forward, about 
authentic community engagement, I’d 
like to share one of my key thoughts 
from his latest Harwood Summit: When 
you create something with, not for, 
people, it accelerates connection. To 
do this, we must make space to think 
with one another and structure different 
conversations — conversations that 
cultivate habit change.

THAT is The Big Plan.

I leave you with the inspirational words of 
lyricist and rapper, Eminem, from his song 
“Lose Yourself”: If you had one shot, one 
opportunity to seize everything you ever 
wanted in one moment, would you capture 
it or just let it slip? You only get one shot, 
do not miss your chance… opportunity 
comes once in a lifetime.

You can do anything you set your mind to. 
This is our shot, our moment to make a 
difference! A thriving democracy requires 
that all of us have equitable access to 
opportunities to create the life we imagine. 
To get there, we have to open our ears!

   Onward!

The Suncoast Campaign for Grade-Level Reading created Kindergarten 
Readiness Bags to provide learning support for incoming kindergarteners in 

the months before school begins so that children can start school ready to learn. 

The generous support of The Patterson Foundation, Rotary Clubs, Charlotte 
Community Foundation, and the School District of DeSoto County, allowed for 
Title 1 students in Manatee County and all incoming kindergarteners in Charlotte, 
DeSoto, and Sarasota counties, to receive Kindergarten Readiness Bags.

 Each Kindergarten Readiness Bag toolkit includes:
• Alphabet flashcards
• First-word flashcards
• Number flashcards
• Color and shape flashcards
• English Alphabet Literacy Chart
• Set of lower-case magnetic alphabet letters
• Set of upper-case magnetic alphabet letters
• Pad of drawing paper
• Picture book
• Vroom information
• Mind in the Making information
• Kindergarten Readiness Checklist for parents
• Kindergarten Readiness Parent Guide
• Information from Attendance Works about Attendance in
     the Early Grades
• A “magic” postcard (a prepaid postcard that when
      returned will prompt the mailing of another age-appropriate
      book to the family)
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Nourishing communities.

We are proud to support those who nourish

because when great l i fe lessons 
are learned, great l ives are l ived.

Congratulat ions and best wishes.
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PICTURES: Whitney Patton
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There aren’t a lot of places  
quite like here. 

Since its inception, our brand has been a catalyst for 
the growth and appeal of Manatee County and beyond. 

Nowhere but here.

888.552.5228 | michaelsaunders.com

Licensed Real Estate Broker



DENTAL

EDGAR H. PRICE, JR. FAMILY AND CHILDREN 
HEALTHCARE CENTER
941-776-4050

RIVER LANDINGS OB/GYN
941-316-8200

WEST MANATEE HEALTH CENTER
941-714-7150

EAST MANATEE HEALTH AND WELLNESS 
CENTER
941-708-8710

LAWTON CHILES CHILDREN AND FAMILY 
HEALTHCARE CENTER
941-708-7607

EDGAR H. PRICE, JR. FAMILY AND CHILDREN 
HEALTHCARE CENTER
941-776-4050

LAWTON CHILES CHILDREN AND FAMILY 
HEALTHCARE CENTER
941-708-8600

MANATEE PEDIATRICS
941-748-4602

SOUTH MANATEE PEDIATRICS
941-210-7942

WHOLE CHILD PEDIATRICS
941-366-2273

OB/GYN

941-776-4000 | mcr.health

PEDIATRICS



Physicians are on the medical staff of Manatee Memorial Hospital, but, with limited exceptions, are independent practitioners who are not 
 employees or agents of Manatee Memorial Hospital. The hospital shall not be liable for actions or treatments provided by physicians.  

For language assistance, disability accommodations and the non-discrimination notice, visit our website. 200372-8224   01/20

Committed to your care.
The Emergency Care Center at Manatee Memorial Hospital plays a vital role in caring for families.  
We treat more than 80,000 patients of all ages each year. We respond to life-threatening emergencies  
with fast, high-quality care. 

We have you covered 24/7 with rapid, individualized emergency care.

Emergency Department Services … 24/7
Built for the Advanced Care and Comfort of a Growing Neighborhood!

For more information on Emergency Services, visit manateememorial.com. 
Need a Doctor? Call Referral and Registration at 941.708.8100. 

206 Second Street East 
Bradenton, FL 34208  |  941.746.5111

manateememorial.com
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