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ALL ABOARD THE DENTAL EXPRESS!

THE POWER
IN THE
PAST…

WORK IT
SUNCOAST!

$4.99 US

KINDHEARTED
KIWANIS
COUPLE

SOARING
INTO THE FUTURE

INSIDE: WIN A FAMILY FISHING EXPEDITION FOR SIX!

For the Care of

You and Your Baby
We Welcome Our Newest OB/GYN

“I give Dr. Wagman the
highest recommendation
She has superb listening skills and is kind and soft
spoken, yet professional and knowledgeable. She
was very methodical in addressing each concern
leading up to my procedure. I plan to travel two
hours now for my yearly appointment because of
her exceptional care.
Without hesitation, I would send my mother, my
sister and my best friend to Dr. Wagman.”
- Debbie VanBuren | Patient

Welcome Dr. Wagman
Lakewood Ranch Medical Group

With the addition of Felicia A. Wagman, MD,
Lakewood Ranch Medical Group is pleased to
now offer comprehensive obstetric and
gynecologic services.
Dr. Wagman is a board certified obstetrician and
gynecologist. She treats women from puberty
through menopause and beyond. She is now
seeing patients at the Lakewood Ranch Medical
Group location.

To schedule an appointment, call 941.782.2800.

8340 Lakewood Ranch Boulevard, Suite 210
Bradenton, FL 34202
lpaprimarycare.com
Member of Manatee Physician Alliance
For language assistance, disability accommodations and the non-discrimination notice, visit our website.
190460-5059 9/19

Program Guide

Hospitality and Tourism
Customer Assistance Technology

Fall 2019

Professional Culinary Arts & Hospitality
CNC Production Specialist

Smart Choice

Fall Classes Start in August
Spring Classes Start in January

Real Education. Real Jobs. Real Success.
ManateeTech.edu

* = evening class also available
▲= may count towards an AAS/AA degree
at Florida public colleges
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Kindhearted
Kiwanis Couple…
Mark & Joan Hildebrandt have
selflessly supported local club for 35+ years
WORDS: Amy Bell
PICTURES: Whitney Patton

F

or Mark and Joan Hildebrandt,
volunteering is not a sprint, but a
marathon. The couple has been
heavily involved in the Kiwanis Club for
more than 35 years.
Joan and Mark’s passion for Kiwanis was
first sparked when they were in college.
“We were both members of Circle K,
now called CKI, which is a college level
Kiwanis organization,” explains Joan.
“We found it very rewarding working on
projects that benefitted children’s needs,
such as building a playground from
donated materials that the handicapped
children were able to access at Happiness
House (now Easter Seals) and visiting the
residents at Children’s Haven.”
After college, Mark and Joan got married
and settled down in Palmetto to start their
family. That’s when they got involved with
the Kiwanis Club here in Manatee County.

at the Manatee County Fair for many
years, where they sell corn dogs for the
annual Kiwanis Club fund raiser.
“We are also both very involved in our two
major service projects, the Book Bus and
Kiwanis Against Hunger,” says Joan. Four
years ago, she and Mark purchased the
Book Bus on behalf of their Kiwanis club
from Bloomington, Illinois, and drove it all
the way back to Palmetto.
“Since then, we have been involved in
stocking the bus, driving it to schools
and events, and passing out the books to
children,” she says. “This is an amazing
project, and it is so rewarding to see the
excitement in the children when they get
to choose a book to keep.”

“We have been involved in Kiwanis
for over 35 years, and are both past
Presidents,” says Mark.

Kiwanis Against Hunger is another project
that is close to the Hildebrandt’s hearts.
A decade ago, when Mark was at a
Kiwanis Convention in Nashville, he and
fellow Kiwanian Richard Birkholz saw an
international organization called Kids
Against Hunger.

Today, Mark is the club’s long-time
Treasurer, and Joan has served as
S e cret a r y fo r seve ral ye a rs. T h e
Hildebrandt’s also have been a mainstay

“We thought that would be a perfect fit
for our club,” recalls Mark. Now a satellite
of the Kids Against Hunger organization,
the Manatee Sunrise Kiwanis Club serves

the needs of the hungry in Manatee
County. “To date, we have packaged over
750,000 meals and distributed the food
to organizations, such as Feeding Empty
Little Tummies, St. Joseph Food Pantry,
Our Daily Bread, Salvation Army, and
many area church food pantries,” he says.
Mark is instrumental in making each of
these Kiwanis Against Hunger events
a success - from ordering supplies to
enlisting more than 100 volunteers to
attend and organizing the set up and
break down along with fellow members
of the Kiwanis Club.
“The good news is that all of the food
stays right here in Manatee County,” Mark
says. “The bad news is that it stays here in
Manatee County. It is shocking the amount
of homeless and food insecure families
there are right here in our county. We are
glad to be able to contribute to some relief
for these families on an on-going basis.”
The Kiwanis Club is currently in the midst
of a capital campaign to raise funds to
purchase a warehouse to store supplies for
this program. “This will enable us to expand
the program and serve more people in
need in our community,” Mark adds.
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Taking the Hernando Helm
Considering how much Mark has given to
this community, it was no surprise when
he was selected as the new Hernando
de Soto during Bradenton’s 2019 De Soto
Heritage Festival. “Being elected to serve
as Hernando de Soto for the 80th year of
this organization is a tremendous honor,”
Mark says.
“As Hernando, I along with my Queen,
Langston Sellars, my Captain, Steve Covey,
and Princess, Claire Strickland, will have the
opportunity to be ambassadors of Manatee
County at many festivals throughout the
U.S. and Canada. We will also have the
honor of representing Bradenton in its sister
city, Barcarrota, Spain.”
Mark was first invited to join the De Soto
Historical Society in 1989 by his good
friend, Russ Kitching. “It was an honor to
be invited, and I soon became involved as
a float driver, crew member, and served
on various committees and the board
of directors for many years,” he says,
adding how important the Society is for
local charities. “Many people don’t realize
the service hours that the members give,
and the many charitable organizations
that their events are able to support
throughout the year.”

Strong Roots in Manatee
Although Mark and Joan are not originally
from Manatee County, they have lived
here for decades and consider it home.
Born in New Jersey, Mark moved here
with his family in 1972. Joan was born in
Michigan and moved to the area with her
parents in 1976.
After attending college and getting
married, the couple came back to Manatee
County and started their family. Joan was
a stay at home mother of three children,
and Mark soon became an entrepreneur.
“As part owner of the weekly newspaper
The Manateean, he expanded our
business to include community telephone
directories and newsletters,” says Joan,
who joined him in the business when their
children started school. Together, they
have run a successful business for the
past 37 years.

Today, the couple still lives in Palmetto.
“We like the small town feel of Palmetto,
and this is where our business, On Trac
Publishing, is also located,” explains Joan.
“Manatee County has been a wonderful
area to raise our family and establish our
roots. And we like the tropical climate and
sunshine that is so appealing in Florida.”
Obviously, running a business and
volunteering takes up the vast majority
of Joan and Mark’s time. When they do
have some downtime, the couple enjoys
reading, traveling, and spending time with
family. “Our three children, their spouses,

and our seven grandchildren are very
special to us,” says Mark.
Joan also enjoys exercising and Mark
has a fondness for classic cars - but
volunteering seems to be the couple’s
favorite hobby. “We feel that most people
don’t realize that by volunteering, you get
so much fulfillment out of it personally,”
says Joan. “We also think our involvement
in the community was a good inspiration for
our children, and now our grandchildren,
many of whom are also very involved in
volunteering their time.”

• To learn more about Manatee Sunrise Kiwanis, visit www.manateesunrisekiwanis.com. If you would like to schedule a packaging event or
donate to the club’s capital campaign for the Kiwanis Against Hunger program, please email Mark at mark@kiwanisagainsthunger.com.
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Bring Your

PARTY TO LIFE!
• Packages for 15 to 40 or more guests
• All day fun for the whole family
• Food included
• Recognition at animal shows
• Animal interactions
• Reserved seating area
For more information, visit our website or call 941-355-1112 ext. 307

SarasotaJungleGardens.com
®

3701 Bay Shore Road • Sarasota, FL 34234

CHECK OUT THE NEW SRQ
NONSTOP FLIGHTS TO MAJOR CITIES AND CONNECTIONS EVERYWHERE

You’ll fly through here!
For ﬂight information please visit us at srq-airport.com.
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No child
should grieve
alone

The loss of a parent or sibling forever changes the life of a child,
placing him or her at a higher risk of depression and anxiety that
can lead to self-destructive behaviors.
The Blue Butterfly Family Grief Center is a Tidewell Hospice
program that helps grieving children and teens, ages 5-18,
through peer-support groups and activities. Under the guidance
of trained grief specialists, the free sessions bring children
together with others who are experiencing the loneliness,
sadness, anger and guilt that accompany grief.

“It’s the butterfly
effect: we’re
transforming our
grief into healing
and then we go
help someone else
with theirs.”
– Spencer, 13

If you know someone who could benefit from the grief
support Blue Butterfly provides, contact Danielle Visone at
941-894-1752 or dvisone@tidewell.org. Or learn more
by visiting tidewellhospice.org/bluebutterfly.

Blue Butterfly
FA M I LY G R I E F C E N T E R
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All Aboard The
Dental Express!
MCR Health bus
is providing an
amazing service
to the community.

14

WORDS: Bre Jones Mulock
PICTURES: Whitney Patton

W

ith the clock barely striking 7 am on a recent morning, Esperanza Gamboa rushed to get
ready for a bustling day when her cell phone rang unexpectedly. Surprised at the sunrise call,
Gamboa – Director of Outreach and Eligibility for MCR Health – answered to a boisterous
and excited woman rattling off a battalion of questions before Gamboa could barely squeak in hello.
“She was so excited to find out about the Dental Express and wanting to book it and repeatedly
asking if it was really a free screening service,” said Gamboa, who lights up and shares contagious
smiles when she speaks about helping her community. “I had to stop her and ask who she was
because I didn’t have her contact in my phone.”
The woman ended up revealing she worked for a Manatee County elementary school, and she
immediately wanted to book MCR Health’s Dental Express, a state-of-the-art mobile dental bus
servicing Manatee, Sarasota, and Desoto counties that not only offers free dental screenings for kids

15

The skyrocket of demand
reflects the fundamental need
to get kids – especially the
underserved and uninsured –
to the dentist, Gamboa shared.
The pediatric mobile dental
service extends as a branch
of MCR Health – a private, notfor-profit healthcare system
providing family practice,
internal medicine, pediatrics,
OB/GYN, Behavioral Health,
vision, and other medical
services. Patients can tap
into 30 different healthcare
centers, two mobile units,
and 13 pharmacies that dot
the three counties and offer
reduced rates and sliding
fee scales for the poor and
uninsured.
“ T his truly is a brillia nt
service of MCR Health and
so important to be mobile
because so many of our
families are underserved
and hardworking with some
parents not only working one
job, but two or three, and they
may have two, three, or four
kids,” said Gamboa whose
voice rose with passion.
“Many live in remote areas,
like Arcadia and Parrish, and
have to take off work and drive
45 or 50 minutes to get their
kids to a dentist. How about if
they don’t even have a car?”

ages 0-18, but also reduced-fee services ranging from dental
cleanings and fluoride treatments to sealants and referrals to a
dental home.
While the bus first rolled into action in 2014, this summer MCR
Health revved up its community outreach and now shuttles the
bus daily to many area schools, festivals, and events throughout
the neighboring counties, often working six days a week.
“The news has really spread, and the service has taken off with
a high demand,” said Gamboa. “My phone rings like this nonstop with requests and people wondering if this is really a free
mobile screening service. This woman who called me wanted
a date that was already booked. I told her I would have to email
her what I still had available. Our calendar is getting really busy.”
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When children fall ill to the
flu and spike fevers, parents
tend to spring into action
and drop everything to get
their kids to the doctor or an
emergency room, Gamboa
says. However, when a tooth problem emerges in their children,
many parents who don’t have access to regular dentists or the
ability to easily take off work postpone treatment until a problem
flares out of control.
According to the American Dental Association, cavities or tooth
decay is the most common chronic disease of childhood. When
untreated, it can result in pain, infection and even inhibit eating,
speaking, and playing. “How can kids go to school and learn if
they are in pain?” asked Gamboa.
With the Dental Express, treatment comes to you. Parents can
still go to work, and kids can attend school while also popping
into the bus parked right on their campus for a dental checkup.
Bright turquoise, orange, and neon green color the bus in bold

stripes alongside giant pictures of smiling children brushing
their teeth.
Stepping inside, you forget this medical unit rolls on wheels
because it unfolds identical to a dental office, complete with two
dental chairs, state-of-the-art equipment, a supervisor, boardcertified dentists, and a dental hygienist.
Sometimes children can catch a glimpse of the tooth fairy
donning a cloud of pink tulle and ready to welcome them. All
children are eligible to pre-register for a free dental screening,
and payments for services such as cleanings and sealants can
be made through Medicaid, dental insurance, or a flat fee of $25
made prior to dental bus day at school.
When the Dental Express pulls up to schools from Sarasota to
Arcadia, the dental team treats about 25 to 30 kids a day. On
festival and event days in the community, about 60 kids a day
funnel through the bus.
“We have a wonderful, dedicated team,” said Gamboa. “They
work weekends – Sundays even sometimes. They truly have to
love what they do and be dedicated to serve our patients. Our
providers are passionate and care deeply about our community.”
The impacts of the dental bus shine boldly in the stories of the
families who seek treatment. Overwhelmed with emotion, tears
dampened the face of a Manatee County father who recently
gained custody of his 3-year-old son. His little boy had never
seen a dentist, and issues had erupted throughout his mouth.
Unsure where to turn, the father discovered the Dental Express
where he not only found dental treatment, but also guidance in
linking a pediatrician through MCR Health for his son.
“We helped him get an appointment with a pediatrician, and
he was so grateful,” said Gamboa. “The Dental Express helps
change the lives and well-being of children. It’s not just about
dental health, but overall health. We want to educate our
community. If people are not aware of what we offer, they can’t
take advantage.”
Education reigns key at MCR Health where providers not only
treat patients, but also spend the time to educate them about
illnesses, prevention, and how to access healthcare. The Dental
Express strives to promote general wellness and healthy kids,
reaching as many children as possible.
Compassion and care for the community inspired the creation
of MCR Health 40 years ago when a small cluster of concerned
citizens leased an abandoned schoolhouse in Parrish for $1 to
open their first medical facility. Building year after year, MCR
Health has grown into a model of community-based care and
preventive education that healthcare workers nationwide tune
into study. Known for opening the most affordable pharmacies
in the region, MCR Health established an innovative sliding
scale fee program that provides low-income and uninsured
patients the dignity that flourishes with helping to pay for their
care. In return for affordable care, Gamboa says patients
express gratitude.
Leaving a Dental Express event in Sarasota on a recent
afternoon, Gamboa noticed a couple with a small child following
her across a vast parking lot. “I had parked a long ways away,

but they kept following me so I turned around and asked, ‘May
I help you?’” Gamboa said.
With raw emotion spilling into their voices and tears in their eyes,
the couple wanted Gamboa to thank the creators of the Dental
Express for them. They had profusely shared kindness toward
the dentist and everyone in the bus who cared for their child,
however, they wanted the creators to know how much the mobile
unit had touched their lives.
“The community is my passion,” said Gamboa, pausing to let
the words ruminate. “My community is my life, and I want to
work in any way I can to help the underserved find access to
healthcare. This is the essence of my life. This is how we all feel
at MCR Health.”
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Christmas In

August 2019

PICTURES: Whitney Patton

Florida Grown
At Mosaic, we grow citrus and sod, and are

even pioneering new local crops, like olives.

And we’re doing it all with less—less water, less
fossil fuels and less impact on the environment.

// Learn more at MosaicCo.com/Florida

Help Is Available for Epilepsy
You’re Not Alone

Diagnosing Epilepsy

If you’ve been diagnosed with epilepsy, you’re not alone.
Epilepsy is a common neurological condition. About
150,000 adults, adolescents and children are newly
diagnosed with epilepsy each year, according to the
Epilepsy Foundation of America.

Your physician will review all of the options for diagnosing
your seizure activity. Typically, Electroencephalogram
(EEG) monitoring is considered the “gold standard” for
diagnosing the type of seizure a patient is experiencing.

What Is Epilepsy?
Epilepsy is also known as seizure disorder. Under normal
circumstances, the brain cells communicate with one
another through electrical activity. With epilepsy,
this usual pattern of activity is disturbed.

What Happens During a Seizure?
During an epileptic seizure many neurons fire (signal) at the
same time, causing a surge of excessive electrical activity.
Symptoms May Include
•

Strange sensations and
emotions

•

Uncontrollable
verbalizations

•

Shaking

•

•

Automatic movements

Unresponsiveness or loss
of consciousness

Causes
•

Previous stroke

•

Genetic tendencies

•

Head trauma

•

•

Brain tumor or infection

Developmental brain
abnormalities

•

Abnormal blood sugar
levels

During this testing “brain wave” patterns are monitored
and recorded with video EEG monitoring. This “mapping”
of the brain provides your doctor with valuable information
about your particular type of seizure and where in the brain
your seizures are originating. A complete medical history
is taken and blood work is also performed.

Treatments
Medication therapy is usually the first line of defense
in seizure treatment. For those who don’t respond to
medication, other advanced therapies, such as Vagus nerve
stimulation and responsive stimulation may be an option,
as well as dietary therapy, clinical trials and surgery. Your
doctor will go over all of your options in detail.
Physicians at Bradenton Neurology specialize in the
diagnosis and treatment of epilepsy and other disorders
of the brain. Call 941-746-3115 to make an appointment
or for more information.

For up to about half of people diagnosed with epilepsy, a
cause is unknown. *

200 3rd Ave. W., Suite 110 / Bradenton, FL 34205 / 941-746-3115
*Source: National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke. For language assistance, disability accommodations and the non-discrimination notice, visit our website. 190460-0264 9/19

EDUCATING TODAY,
EMPOWERING TOMORROW…
F

or the 8th straight year,
downtown Bradenton will
paint itself blue during the Women’s
Resource Center’s signature evening event,
Déjà Blues, on Friday, December 6th – once again coinciding
with the Bradenton Blues Festival. This year, we’re teaming up
with our friends at the Early Learning Coalition of Manatee County
and NEXTGEN Family Magazine to take the event to the next
level… presenting Déjà Blues: NEXTGEN!
This promises to be an extraordinary evening featuring an open
bar, fabulous food, and live entertainment by national recording
artist and touring group Biscuit Miller & The Mix. Not only is the
Women’s Resource Center (WRC) bringing in our friends from
the Early Learning Coalition (ELC) and NEXTGEN to help raise
the bar on this community celebration, but this year’s event will
take place on the scenic rooftop of Bradenton’s brand-new City
Centre Parking Garage!
Award-winning bassist and blues master Biscuit Miller is known for
his high energy shows and blazing million-dollar smile. He is a born
entertainer and is at home on the stage where he connects with
his audience through a fun and funky approach to the blues. But
don’t let the fun and food songs fool you! Biscuit Miller & The Mix
is a dedicated group of musicians with an amazing depth of talent.
In addition to this year’s phenomenal concert experience,
attendees can expect a premium open bar, lots of fun surprises,
raffles, and more. As guests arrive, they will receive complimentary
valet parking and champagne as they make their way to the rooftop

celebration. Biscuit Miller & The Mix will take the stage around 8:00
pm. From there, Déjà Blues: NEXTGEN will rock the night away!
A special thank you to our event committee – led by co-chairs
Dean Hastings & Jon Seeley – for helping WRC and the ELC pull
this all together! We are grateful for your time, commitment, and
enthusiasm. Without you, this year’s event could not happen,
so THANK YOU!
Tickets are available for $175.00 per ticket – or $150 per ticket
for discounted bundles of 6 or more – and can be purchased
online at MyWRC.org/Blues. Déjà Blues: NEXTGEN is sure to be
a sell-out event, so be sure to get your tickets early!
Proceeds from this incredible night will support the Women’s
Resource Center (WRC) and the From Cradle to College
Foundation – a direct support organization for the Early Learning
Coalition of Manatee County (ELC). Both WRC and the ELC
share a common good to engage, educate, and empower
families in Manatee County. Your support impacts our missions
tremendously. Every $500 raised contributes toward one of
the following: eight weeks of quality child care; books for first
grade students at a Title 1 school; five sessions of mental health
counseling; five sessions of career coaching.
With your support, we can educate today and empower
tomorrow. We hope you’ll join us!

Ashley Brown

CEO & President of WRC

Paul Sharff

CEO of Manatee ELC

DECEMBER

6

TH

7PM

FRIDAY

DOWNTOWN BRADENTON
CITY CENTRE GARAGE Rooftop

Old Main St and 3rd Ave
FEATURING AWARD-WINNING
NATIONAL RECORDING ARTIST

BISCUIT MILLER
& THE MIX
SPONSORSHIPS ARE AVAILABLE NOW!
CONTACT EVENTS@MYWRC.ORG

FOR DETAILS, VISIT
MYWRC.ORG/BLUES

EDUCATING TODAY, EMPOWERING TOMORROW

REDISCOVER THE BACKYARD
FROM OUR UNIVERSE
Welcome to our new backyard—a
vast universe where curiosity and
wonder ignite. Here, kids of all ages
can uncover fossils in the dig pit,
experience the science shed, look
out from the top of a mighty oak and
more. Our backyard is your backyard
at the Mosaic Backyard Universe.
Discover a unique adventure every
time you visit—with free admission
when you become a member of the
Discovery Society—only at The Bishop
Museum of Science and Nature!

NOW OPEN!

www.BishopScience.org

MINOR INJURY OR ILLNESS?
No Appointment Necessary
Just Walk In
Three Convenient Locations
Open 7 Days a Week
4647 Manatee Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34209
941.745.5999

You'll feel like family at

Annn Marii Oyster Bar
Visit us online for menu, specials, location info,
& more at OysterBar.net

9908 State Road 64 East
Bradenton, FL 34212
941.747.8600

6272 Lake Osprey Drive
Sarasota, FL 34240
941.907.2800

manateeurgentcare.com
Proud to be affiliated with Manatee Memorial Hospital and Lakewood Ranch Medical Center
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LANDSIDE
6906 14th Street West
941.758.7880

CORTEZ
6696 Cortez Road
941.792.0077

ELLENTON
1525 51st Avenue East
941.721.7773

BRIDGE STREET PIER
Bradenton Beach
941.778.AMOB (2662)

Member of Manatee Physician Alliance
For language assistance, disability accommodations and the non-discrimination notice, visit our website.
Most insurance accepted. 190460-0159 9/19

“My community has been
good to me, so I make a
point to give back to it.”
More than 2 decades of community service with 12
Local organizations and 6 years as a Realtor®
with leading independent and local brokerage
Michael Saunders & Company.

I Am Local.
Contact me for all of your real estate needs.

941.920.4573

jaymiecarter@michaelsaunders.com
jaymiecarter.michaelsaunders.com

Be a Hero.
Be a Foster Parent.

We put the “fun” in

FUNDRAISING
• School Events • Graduation Parties
• Spring Festivals • Birthday Parties
• Sports
• Corporate Parties

Kona Ice of Manatee County
scedwards@kona-ice.com | 941.465.0802
www.kona-ice.com

Loving families needed
for sibling groups and
school age children.

941-404-0079
safechildrencoalition.org
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Bagels or Bistro?

Take Your Pick

WORDS: Kara Chalmers
PICTURES: Whitney Patton

S

andwiched between a ballroom
dance studio and “Painting with
a Twist” in a shopping center on
Manatee Ave. W., is Uncle Nick’s NY
Bagels, Subs and Italian Deli. Inside,
from 6:30am to 2:30pm every day, you’ll
find authentic New York style bagels, plus
hot and cold submarine sandwiches, and
other breakfast and lunch options.
But after 4 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday,
the exact same space houses Nick’s
Bistro. During those hours on those days,
you can’t get an everything bagel or a
meatball parmigiana sub at the counter.
But you can relax with a glass of wine
or beer and enjoy a simple yet upscale
dinner - a cheese and charcuterie
board, for example, or a Bistro Steak,
pan-seared chef’s choice, served with
roasted fingerling potatoes, heirloom
baby carrots, and wild mushrooms.
“It’s two separate concepts that share
the same space and kitchen,” said Nick’s
Bistro’s chef/operator Chris Dancesia. “It’s
two very different menus.”
Uncle Nick’s owner Craig Thomsen had
reached out to Dancesia in his search
for a chef to provide a nighttime dinner
service. The two met in March, and Nick’s
Bistro opened in May.

“The place was closed at 2:30 and
was sitting here empty,” Dancesia said
of Thomsen’s Uncle Nick’s. “I had an
opportunity to come into an existing
space and expand it and offer dinner.”

By Day...
Uncle Nick’s aims to recreate the feel of
a true New York deli. The atmosphere is
casual and bright, with wall art depicting
famous New York sports stars. There’s
a large deli and bakery display case,
housing cheeses and meats like pastrami,
corned beef, prosciutto, and housemade roast beef. There’s house-made
chicken, tuna, and egg salads, as well
as cannolis and Junior’s Cheesecake.
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Rows of baskets filled with plain and
flavored bagels, like French Toast and
Bacon and Swiss (and green bagels on
St. Patrick’s Day) line the wall. There’s
a salmon spread and flavored cream
cheeses, including honey walnut raisin,
chive, and vegetable.
Uncle Nick’s also serves three-egg
omelets, with hash browns, toast or
bagel, as well as a breakfast platter: two
eggs any style, ham, sausage, or bacon,
and bagel, toast, or hash brown. Seven
signature breakfast sandwiches include
the popular Bypass: two eggs any style,
bacon, ham, sausage, and American
cheese on a bagel or sub roll. The Softie
is two egg whites, turkey, spinach, tomato,
and Swiss cheese on a whole wheat
bagel, wrap, or toast. The Lox & Bagel
is served open-face, with tomato, red
onions, and capers.
For lunch at Uncle Nick’s, there are
signature sandwiches, hot and cold,
plus salads and soups. The Flim Flam is
a sub with Italian breaded fried chicken
breast, melted Swiss cheese, tomato,
bacon, lettuce, and Russian dressing.
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There’s the Aunt Philly cheesesteak, as
well as The Buffalo Bill, a fried chicken
cutlet with buffalo sauce, lettuce, tomato,
pepper jack cheese, and homemade blue
cheese dressing.
For fresh deli subs, there are all kinds
of meats and cheeses, fresh veggies,
and other toppings and dressings. For

example, The Goumba Gene has Boar’s
Head ham, Genoa salami, pepperoni,
provolone cheese, and tomato. The
Bishop features eggplant, sliced thin,
Italian breaded, and fried, with fresh
mozzarella. Both subs have romaine
lettuce, sweet fire roasted peppers, and
Italian dressing.

...By Night
A bist ro, d ef in e d a s “a s m a ll o r
unpretentious restaurant, ser ving
moderately priced simple meals in a
modest setting with alcohol,” perfectly
describes Nick’s Bistro - which is what
Uncle Nick’s turns in-to after 4 pm
Tuesdays through Saturdays.
The space itself isn’t too transformed - a
shade is placed over the display case,
and cloth napkins replace the paper
napkin holders on the tables. But the food
served is completely different and there’s
an array of local craft beer, and wine by
the bottle or glass.
Chef Chris Dancesia calls the place an
American style bistro, a scratch kitchen
serving American cuisine with Caribbean
and Central A merican influences.
His mission is to provide exceptional
ingredients prepared in a simple, clean
manner, to “stick to the basics, not
overthink it, and put great food in front of
people.” The menu is season-driven and
features many sustainable and locally
sourced items.
Dancesia’s menu contains gluten-free,
vegetarian, and vegan offerings, and he’s
more than willing to change recipes, by
omitting dairy ingredients, for instance, or
substituting fish for shellfish.
“I’m trying to accommodate as many folks
as I possibly can,” he said. “It makes you
stand out.”

“The last several years, I took the
opportunity to travel and be a travel chef,”
Dancesia said.
Particularly life-changing was a stint in
Belize, where from 2008 to 2012, he was
executive chef at the high-end Table Rock
Jungle Lodge.
“Belize changed the way I approached
food in general,” Dancesia said, noting
that while there, he perfected healthy,
light recipes that incorporated mango,
avocado, pineapple, coconut, soursop,
papaya, and citrus fruits from the resort’s
farm, produce from the local market,
and fish fresh from the Caribbean. He
experimented with replacing heavy
cream with coconut milk, and butter with
coconut, avocado, cohune oils, and oil
blends in certain dishes.
“In the jungle, you don’t want that
heaviness,” he said. Today, Dancesia
still relies on a citrus vinaigrette and a
seasoning rub that he developed in Belize.
At Nick’s Bistro, Dancesia uses classic
techniques along with new techniques for instance he cooks chicken sous vide,
which he said makes it extra flavorful.
He makes all of his own stocks. He slowbraises his pork for hours.
“Scratch kitchens take time, that’s the
hard part about it,” Dancesia said. “But I
think it’s worth it.”

Dancesia, who’s been cooking since he
was 10, is of Slovak/Ukrainian descent.
Growing up, he learned traditional
techniques like braising and slow-cooking
from his family. He is classically trained
and has worked in the restaurant industry
since 1995. While he’s been a server and
a bartender, “the kitchen is always what
I’ve come back to,” he said.
Before opening Nick’s Bistro, Dancesia
was a “traveling chef” and consultant,
cooking at restaurants and for large
eve nts aro u nd th e c o u ntr y. M o st
ecently, he worked for restaurants in
Orlando and St. Petersburg and at
events including the Kentucky Derby, in
Louisville, in May.

* Both Uncle Nick’s and Nick’s Bistro are located at 5917 Manatee Ave. W. Suite
301 in Bradenton. For more information, including hours and specials, follow
them at www.facebook.com/UncleNickBagelsbradenton.
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RANCH READERS
Summer Splash Bash 2019

PHOTOS: Whitney Patton

Book Your Holiday Party Today!
Private & Corporate Events

Green Couch
Counseling, LLC
Child, Adolescent & Family Therapy

Focusing On:

Family & Parenting Challenges
School Defiance and/or Performance Anxiety
Withdrawal and/or Depression
Behavior Management
(Anger/Attention/Hyperactivity)
Self-Esteem/
Self-Esteem/Peer
Relations/Bullying
Grief Counseling

Offering:
Sliding Payment Scale
Evening Appointments
Weekend Appointments
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manateeymca.org
941-798-9622

FREE DAY PASS

SHOW THIS AD TO THE WELCOME CENTER

OVER 100+ DIFFERENT GROUP FITNESS CLASSES, FREE CHILD WATCH,
DISCOUNTED PROGRAMS, STATE OF THE ART EQUIPMENT, YOUTH SPORTS,
FREE STRONG START PROGRAM, & MORE!
Lakewood Ranch Family YMCA
5100 Lakewood Ranch Blvd.
Lakewood Ranch, FL 34211

Parrish Family YMCA
12214 US 301 N
Parrish, FL 34219

Bradenton Family YMCA
3805 59th St W,
Bradenton, FL 34209

35

The Art Of Raising
A Well-Rounded Child…
WORDS: Jim Knapp, Triumph Martial Arts
The Physical Child

The Emotional Child

As children grow ever bigger and stronger it becomes
increasingly important that parents take into consideration this
question: Is my child Physically Literate? In school, children are
taught how to read and write, then continue to be tested on their
improvement of these skills. Physical skills should be treated the
same way. Physical Literacy includes not only the understanding
of several movement terms but also how to execute them.

A child’s emotions can be the biggest factor in their growth.
Negative feelings, low self-esteem, and lack of confidence can
easily stunt emotional growth. Even worse, children struggling
with emotional issues may attempt to transfer
their feelings onto others. Though we view
this behavior as unacceptable, it can feel
impossible to define what exactly a child needs
in order to be emotionally healthy.

Things like balancing, skipping, throwing, kicking, and more,
should be part of a child’s physical vocabulary. Just as with
reading and writing, children need focused and dedicated
practice in these physical areas.
What do you do with your child to improve their competency in
these physical motions? Many parents turn to sports, a fun way
to exercise and grow, but these often become focused on only a
handful of skills that ensure a child excels at that sport. Baseball,
for example, hones in on a child’s hand-eye coordination but
what about everything else?
Martial Arts is an effective way to develop all of these skills
and continuously improve a child’s Physical Literacy. Classes
typically include stances for proper balance, posture, and
weight distribution. Kicking and striking with coordination, and
effective rotation are key elements in training as well. Many styles
also utilize complex forms that teach students how to flow from
one technique smoothly into another while also expanding on
memorization capabilities.

The Mental Child
A child’s mental well-being is typically viewed through a report
card but there are several factors that play a role in earning that
“A” Math. Focus, self-discipline, and communication are skills not
typically inherent in children. They are learned. More importantly,
they need to be practiced regularly. How do you practice these
attributes with your child?
A martial arts academy is an excellent place to reinforce these
skills. Instructors set the expectation for a focused class and
outline the rules of effective communication. By watching
their peers excel in class, children learn and remember which
methods of communication are the most effective and discipline
themselves to use them appropriately. Such things include how to
listen without interrupting, focusing their attention on whomever is
speaking, and knowing the appropriate time to speak their mind.

We value key skills such as honor, dignity,
and integrity, but these terms can
be dif ficult for many adults to
appropriately define, let alone
communicate to children. As
with the physical and mental
areas of a child’s development
these emotional tools need
consistent practice.
The black belt has gained a
reputation over the years as the
ultimate master of self-discipline in
every aspect of their own life. These
elite masters of body and mind are
revered as the epitome of power
and integrity.
It’s no wonder so many parents
look to a martial arts academy for
guidance in their child’s emotional
growth. The instructors are excellent
role models. Through rigorous
training they
show students
just how much
they’re capable
of and then nurture
this confidence.
A confident child does
not feel the need to bully
and is more likely to defend
those being targeted. While it
may take years to earn a black belt
all children are capable of a Black
Belt Attitude.
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STUFF
THE
BUS
PRESENTED BY:

®

HELP THE FOOD BANK OF MANATEE
REACH ITS GOAL OF RAISING

100,000 LBS

OF FOOD!

1

2

SHOP AT ANY OF THE
MANATEE COUNTY
PUBLIX LOCATIONS

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 20
9 AM-3 PM
CRITICALLY NEEDED ITEMS

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

CANNED VEGETABLES
CANNED FRUITS
MAC ‘N’ CHEESE
PEANUT BUTTER
JELLY
BOXED RICE
BOXED PASTA
CANNED SOUPS

EASY AS:

PICK UP BOGOs FOR
THE FOOD BANK

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

CANNED MEAT
100% FRUIT JUICES
BREAKFAST BARS
OATMEAL
POWDERED MILK
APPLE SAUCE
DRIED BEANS
TRAIL MIX

3

DONATE NON-PERISHABLES
IN FRONT OF PUBLIX
& HELP STUFF THE BUS

REGISTER TO VOLUNTEER AT
WWW.VOLUNTEERSUNCOAST.ORG/STUFFTHEBUS
TO BENEFIT:

OF MANATEE

The Food Bank of Manatee is a PLUS program owned and operated by

The Power

In The Past…
So much to see and learn
at the Manatee Village
Historical Park
WORDS: Bre Jones Mulock

T

he resonating vibrato of harmonizing
cicadas and the click of visitors’ shoes
on a weathered brick path could almost
mute out the cars whizzing past Manatee Village
Historical Park – an enchanting preservation
of pioneering Florida where whispers of wild
stories, like a woman who gave birth under a
kitchen table, during a hurricane in the mid1800’s enlighten guests.
For a few hours there is no WiFi. No Starbucks
or air conditioning. No paved roads or cell
phones. For a few hours you duck away from
modern living and slip back in time. Stepping
into the Historical Park is like climbing into a
dreamy, snow-globe bubble of untouched Old
Florida where century-old oaks stand guard and
the land keeps untold stories nestled in its roots.
Surviving vicious waves of yellow fever, poisonous
snakes, prowling panthers, alligators, and uncharted
swampy land, Manatee County pioneers faced daily
battles trying to carve out new lives on the very land
many of us call home.
“Preserving history builds loyalty in the community – a
sense of where we come from,” said Kathryn Rohlwing,
supervisor at Manatee Village Historical Park. “In fact, we’ve
learned through hurricane management training that what brings
people back to rebuild after a disaster is that sense of loyalty – sense
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of history. At the historical park, we want to educate people on
what life was like for Manatee County settlers. It was a rough
time. People grew their own food and sometimes had to travel
days to reach a general store. Mary Gates, one of the pioneering
founders of Manatee County, even survived yellow fever.”
Determined to preserve real places and tell real stories for
future generations, the Manatee County Historical Commission,
a non-profit revived in 1974 to help create the historical park,
strives to share the heritage of Manatee County’s founding
period, advocates for historic preservation and cultural tourism,
and supports educating the community through a carousel of
lectures, workshops, and special events held throughout the
year at the park.
With tears streaming down their faces, a group of women in
1974 stood huddled together beneath Manatee United Methodist
Church’s steeple built in 1887. They had just left a meeting
where deafening words stung their ears: The church building,
along with a smaller building owned by the congregation (once
Manatee County’s first courthouse) were going to be demolished
to make room for a new sanctuary and parking lot.
That night the women vowed to save the two historic buildings
and hatched the idea for the Manatee Village Historical Park,
which today draws about 800 visitors a month during the winter.
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“The church was moved from two and half blocks across
the street to this site,” said Rohlwing, a University of Florida
graduate with degrees in history and archeology. “The pews
had already been donated to other churches. The women had
to approach those churches and say, ‘So, if we get you new
pews, can we have ours back?’ They got them back!”
The initial group that banded together to save the structures
became known as the H.O.M.E. (Heritage of Manatee’s
Environment) Committee, and they petitioned the Board of
County Commissioners to reestablish the Manatee County
Historical Commission by ordinance, making the Manatee
County Clerk of Circuit Court a perpetual member.
Buttressed by grassroots fundraising and some funding from the
United States bicentennial project, the buildings were restored,
and the park officially opened July 4, 1976.
“Angelina Colonneso, Manatee County Clerk of Court, supports
historical preservation and truly sees the value of it to our
community,” Rohlwing said. “It is good for our community and
tourism. People want to travel to a place that is unique, so the
travel feels worthwhile.”
Unfolding like a map of 1800’s Manatee County, the park now
offers 14 structures ranging from a family home built in 1912 to a

recreated blacksmith shop. Oak trees laden with Spanish moss
shade the path where you can meander over to the Bunker Hill
School – a one-room schoolhouse built in 1908.
The wooden floors creak beneath your shoes as you explore the
little desks lined up in perfect rows and wonder what lessons and
conversations the walls hold secret from a time when a single
teacher taught 20 kids ranging in age from six to 21-years-old.
Open the wooden and glass door to the K.W. Wiggins General
Store and suddenly you’re a pioneer who has traveled unmarked,
dirt roads for days in the sweltering Florida swamp and
battled armies of mosquitoes along the way. Thankfully goods
overflowed inside, and the store doubled as a boarding house
so travelers could rest a night before their journey back home.
Like a time capsule waiting to be explored, tall lace-up leather
boots and bolts of fabric like pink gingham and blue floral still
line the shelves. For the weary, Dr. Caldwell’s Boric Acid Powder
and Swamp Root call attention. Customers could indulge in a
five-cent cigar or pick up a 100-piece imported bone China
dinner set for $20.
Around the corner, a gift shop beckons with opportunities to
purchase everything from locally crafted pioneer bonnet hats
and local art to books revealing the rich and unique history of
Florida and its explorers.
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“Florida is unique because it was isolated,” said Rohlwing, eager
to share stories from the past. “While there were no major Civil
War battles here, there were a lot of conflicts. This county was a
big beef supplier to the Confederate Army, and the Union set up
blockades. Beef (salt and sugar, too) had to be smuggled through.
During the Seminole Wars, the Indians were rounded up and sent
to Fort Hamer or Egmont Key before being shipped out West.”
The Park strives to educate visitors through their free winter
lecture series and programs, which draw in local authors like
Erwin Wunderlich and artist Jerri Phillips who vividly paints
Florida Cracker trail art, illustrating cow hunters and the history
of the cattle industry here.
When summer yields smaller crowds, the park offers ticketed
workshops like vegan cheese fermentation classes and Hands
on History, a free weekly class for children where eager
youngsters learn how to make their own butter and tin-pressed
ornaments in the blacksmith shop. Families can also grab
the Children’s Historical Scavenger Hunt map and scour the
grounds for points of interest and 10 hidden Chick-Fil-A cows.
“We get kids of all ages, even teens and 20-year-olds,” said
Carolyn Nielsen, who works at the park. “Last week, we had a
group of five girls from Germany! They always have a great time.”
You might catch a glimpse of Scrooge or Charles Dickens during
the park’s biggest festival - Old Florida Christmas, which this year
will be held Sunday, Dec. 15 from 11am – 4pm. School bands
and orchestras liven the grounds and vendors offer a deluge of
handcrafted products. Even Father Christmas stays true to the
1880’s theme by donning a blue coat and holly wreath headpiece.
Throughout the year, tech savvy guests can download the
Florida Stories App provided by the Florida Humanities Council
and listen to podcast style lessons about Florida history,
including one about the historical park.
“We collaborated with the Manatee County Public Library to
help write the story on the village,” Rohlwing said. “It is a really
neat app with a lot of great information.”
While the park reaches out with a kaleidoscope of educational
opportunities already, Rohlwing is quick to add that continued
financial support from donors grows the facility with new
and exciting exhibits. Currently, the park is raising money to
purchase a covering for Old Cabbage Head, the 1913 train
engine perched at the front of the park that welcomes visitors.
“A covering would protect the train from the rain and sun – all
of the elements,” said Rohlwing. “We would then bring in a
professional conservator to work on the train. This is a longterm project because of the cost, but we are getting closer.”
Simultaneously, the park buzzes with exciting smaller projects,
like restoring a cash register circa 1912 that a resident gifted to
the park. Plagued with neglect, the cash register creaked with
years of rust and layers of stains. Through a grant, the park has
hired a professional conservator, who lives in The Village of the
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Arts, to breathe life back into the old Nationale brand register.
By winter 2019, it will proudly sit at the general store.
In addition, donations have helped the park create informational
panels that grab attention at the exhibits. Currently, big glossy
panels filled with black and white photos and stories dot the
Stephens House, which was originally built in 1912 from pine
trees off the family homestead. Scanning the panels, readers
will learn about the home’s Cracker Gothic style that was built
to take advantage of shade, insulation, and air circulation. The
park hopes to add panels to all the exhibits.
Breathless from passionately sharing so many stories rich in
cool history, Rohlwing paused and tilted her head. “We really
couldn’t survive without our wonderful volunteers,” she said with
admiration ringing in her voice. “They do everything from working
the gift shop to giving tours. We have a volunteer right now
digitizing our volunteer handbook that describes all of the exhibits.”
Tucked in a back room lined with costumes for character acting,
volunteer Nancy Hooker sat at a computer typing as she chipped
away at transferring informational material to digital versions.
She paused to look up and flash a big, welcoming smile.
“This is fascinating to me,” said Hooker, who volunteers once a
week at the park. “I can’t imagine what they (the pioneers) went
through to settle our state. Just fascinating. I don’t mind doing
this a bit. I’m part of the educational process.”
As the hustle of modern times swirls around the park, Rohlwing
and her team hope visitors see the power in the past. “It’s
important to see where we came from,” said Rohlwing with
bright eyes. “A lot of events in our past can explain where we
are today. Looking at history, you can see trends and cycles. It
can provide valuable perspective on our lives today.”

• The Manatee Village Historical Park is located at 1404 Manatee Avenue E, Bradenton. For more information and hours
visit www.manateevillage.org
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PARKING
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FRIDAY, OCTOBER 25TH, 2019
LAKEWOOD MAIN STREET
BOOFEST is our annual themed Halloween event packed
with fun for a HOWLING good time!
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Face Painting
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Kid Zone
Music
And More!
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Childcare Provider Directory
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A Child's Galaxy Preschool
4417 20th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34207
941-755-6302

Boys And Girls Club at Lincoln Memorial Middle
305 17th Street East
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-721-6840

A Growing Start Childcare Center, LLC
525 3rd Street East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-896-9750

Boys And Girls Club at Oneco Elementary
5214 22nd Street Court East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-751-7018

A Little Schoolhouse Christian Academy
11740 U.S Highway 301 North
Parrish, FL 34219
941-776-1973

Boys And Girls Club at Orange Ridge-Bullock Elementary
400 30th Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-741-3325

A Plus Growing Academy
800 10th Avenue West
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-722-0797

Boys And Girls Club Palmetto
1600 10th Street West
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-722-1268

A Readiness Learning Academy
9045 59th Avenue Circle East
Bradenton, FL 34202
941-727-9354

Boys And Girls Club at Rodgers Garden-Bullock Elementary
515 13th Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-209-7540

A Readiness Learning Academy 2
6130 SR 70 East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-752-4927

Boys And Girls Club at Southeast High
1200 37th Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-741-3366

Adventures In Learning
712 61st Street East
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-722-1816

Bradenton Christian School West
1305 43rd Street West
Bradenton, FL 34209
941-404-4491

All Gods Children Preschool
11107 Palmbrush Trail
Bradenton, FL 34202
941-739-2776

Bradenton Early Learning Academy
7700 Cortez Road West
Bradenton, FL 34210
941-216-3305

Bella Rose Learning Center
708 32nd Avenue East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-749-2800

Bright Beginnings Academy
614 10th Street West
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-479-7910

Bible Baptist Church Academy
1750 6th Avenue West
Unit 101
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-479-4958

Bright Futures Daycare & Preschool, LLC
1617 26th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-251-5436

Boys And Girls Club DeSoto
5231 34th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34210
941-758-3828
Boys And Girls Club at Daughtrey Elementary
515 63rd Avenue East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-751-7023
Boys And Girls Club at Harllee Middle
6423 9th Street East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-751-7027

Capokids Martial Arts Preschool
11534 Palmbrush Trail
Bradenton, FL 34202
941-922-4520
Centers For Success, Inc.
7727 17th Street Court East
Tallevast, FL 34270
941-822-8952
Community Christian School
5500 18th Street East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-756-8748
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Children's Nest of Manatee, Inc.
5051 26th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34207
941-753-9024

Education Time
5165 33rd Street East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-753-7332

Children's Nest of Manatee 2
600 7th Avenue West
Palmetto, FL 34207
941-479-7789

Ellen Meade Studios, Inc.
1323 63rd Avenue East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-755-1757

Coarsey Family Day Care Home
2505 41st Street East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-567-7021

Faith Preschool of Faith UCC
4850 SR 64 East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-746-7895

Community Christian School
5500 18th Street East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-756-8748

Family Life Community School
3301 Moccasin Wallow Road
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-792-7911

CORE Early Education And Learning
605 13th Avenue West
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-729-9069

First For Kids Children's Christian Center
603 11th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-748-0824

Countryside Academy For Children
5807 18th Avenue East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-747-3044

Foundation For Dreams
16110 Dream Oaks Place
Bradenton, FL 34212
941-746-5659

Creative Kids Connection
408 75th Street Northwest
Bradenton, FL 34209
941-794-8687

Free To Grow Academy
915 14th Street East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-773-5062

DC's Child Care Center
5105 26th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-746-6090

Genesis Learning Academy
1420 6th Avenue East
Palmetto FL, 34221
941-723-7358

Dixon-Wright Family Day Care Home
1016 31st Street East
Palmetto, FL 34211
(941) 721-0232

Grandma's Babysitting Center
1728 26th Avenue East
Bradenton FL, 34208
941-708-9864

Doodle Bugs! Children's Learning Academy
11015 Passage Drive
Bradenton, FL 34221
(941) 721-0330

Growing Hands Learning Center
5743 69th Street East
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-845-4873

Dougherty Family Day Care Home
607 65th Avenue Drive West
Bradenton, FL 34207
941-758-1384

Happy Cubs
6207 21st Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34209
941-798-6173

Drama Kids International
Multiple locations in Sarasota & Bradenton
941-922-8121

Happy Go Lucky
1606 55th Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34207
941-752-4608

Easter Seals of Southwest Florida
350 Braden Avenue
Sarasota, FL 34243
941-355-7637
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Hawkins Family Day Care Home
439 47th Street West
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-405-2405

House of JBaby's Childcare
5304 7th Street East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-226-1967

Kids R Kids 4 Florida
11520 Palmbrush Trail
Lakewood Ranch, FL 34202
941-727-9990

Imagine Charter School at North Manatee
9275 49th Avenue East
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-981-5345

Kidz Learning Steps
1425 10th Avenue East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-538-0231

In The Beginning Learning Center
5503 12th Street East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-567-6106

Kidzone Preschool
116 27th Avenue East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-746-2727

It's A Small World, Inc. Daycare & Preschool
900 3rd Street East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-405-4532

La Petite Academy 37th
4301 37th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-756-5227

Johnson Family Day Care Home
2403 Lehigh Avenue
Bradenton, FL 34207
941-242-1831

La Petite Academy SR 70
6919 53rd Avenue East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-753-2336

Joy Learning & Development Academy
2515 37th Street East
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-721-0684

La Petite Academy Vintage Road
4507 Vintage Drive
Sarasota, FL 34243
941-355-7677

Jump Start Preschool of the Arts
11005 Passage Drive
Bradenton, FL 34211
941-747-8900

Lake Manatee Childcare
25916 State Road 64 East
Myakka City, FL 34251
941-322-0330

Kiddie Academy of Lakewood Ranch
4225 Concept Court
Bradenton, FL 34211
941-727-9072

Lane Family Day Care Home
602 31st Avenue East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-746-1774

Kids Academy Plus 57th
1415 57th Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34207
941-727-1841

Laugh N Learn Academy LLC
5233 4th Avenue Circle East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-405-4998

Kids Academy Plus 38th
5415 38th Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34209
941-792-3678

Learning Unlimited
6210 17th Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34209
941-794-5838

Kids Academy Plus HL
4635 26th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34207
941-524-1045

Learning With Love
2712 47th Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34207
941-751-4989

Kids Club Child Development & Education Center
3700 26th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-751-4182

Let's Learn Early Childhood Center
2118 1st Street West
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-567-4279

Kids On The Rock
1401 14th Avenue West
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-729-4567

Lil' Angels Daycare Inc.
1415 7th Avenue East
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-729-0442
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Save the Date

INDIVISIBLE
ONE COUNTY, ONE STATE, ONE NATION: UNDER GOD

Manatee County
Annual Leadership Prayer Breakfast
Keynote Speaker:
Florida Senate President Bill Galvano
6:30am

7:30am Promptly

7:15am

9:00am Sharp

Doors Open

Program Starts

Program Ends

Breakfast Starts

Sponsorship Opportunities Available!
Bradenton Convention Center, 1 Haben Blvd., Palmetto, FL 34221
Manatee County
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LEADERSHIP
PRAYER BREAKFAST

FEED NG

™

Tampa Bay

The From Cradle to College™ Foundation Golf Classic
Hosted by State Representative Will Robinson and Former State Rep
Jim Boyd, benefiting the Early Learning Coalition of Manatee County
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MANATEE SUNRISE KIWANIS FOUNDATION
GIVES $80,000 DONATION TO ELC...
T

he Manatee Sunrise Kiwanis Foundation (MSKF) has donated
a Book Bus worth more than $60,000 to the Early Learning
Coalition of Manatee County (ELC). In addition to the Bus,
MSKF donated $20,000 worth of books to stock the Bus full of
literature resources to benefit the children of Manatee County.
The ELC’s Book Bus will go out to schools, early child care and
education providers, and special events in the community, allowing
the ELC to reach even more young learners with their goal of
investing in the future of children through early care and education.

Paul Sharff (left), CEO of Manatee County ELC, takes ownership of the Book Bus

from Mark Hildebrandt of The Manatee Sunrise Kiwanis Foundation (MSKF).

Paul Sharff, CEO of the ELC of Manatee County, said: “We are
exceptionally grateful to the Kiwanis Club of Manatee Sunrise for
this tremendous new asset. With the new Book Bus, our staff will
be able to provide more literary resources to our community than
ever before. Special thanks to Mark Hildebrandt, Paul Davis, and
the Board of Directors of MSKF, for making this generous donation
possible.”

For more information on the ELC Book Bus, contact Kerry Gaylord at (941) 757-2900 ext. 244 today!
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NO KIDDING!
T

he Early Learning Coalition of Manatee County (ELC) has
been awarded a grant of $7,500 to educate Manatee County
families about high quality, low-cost health and dental
insurance for children available through Florida KidCare.
Children in Manatee County could be among the 179,600 children
statewide eligible for completely free or low-cost health and dental
insurance through Florida KidCare – even if one or both parents
are working. ELC staff have been trained to educate families
about the options available through Florida KidCare both onsite
while providing ELC services, as well as at events and functions
throughout the community.
Approximately 2.4 million children rely on Florida KidCare for the
head-to-toe coverage they need from birth through the end of age
18. Florida KidCare is designed to provide services to children at
each stage of growth and development. Health and dental services
are delivered through quality plans that offer a choice of local
doctors, dentists, specialists, hospitals, pharmacies, and other
health care providers.

• Dental Care
• Hospital Stays
• Surgeries
• Immunizations
• Prescriptions
• Emergencies
• Mental Health Services
Florida KidCare includes free, subsidized, and full-pay options
based on family income and household size. Most families pay
nothing at all for coverage, and many pay as little as $15 or $20 a
month. Families who do not qualify for free or subsidized coverage
may purchase a competitively priced full-pay plan.
Florida KidCare is available to every child. Lawfully residing
immigrant children are eligible without a waiting period. With no
application fee and year-round enrollment, the time to apply is
always now. Simply fill out the application, and Florida KidCare
will match your child with the right option.

Florida KidCare benefits include but are not limited to:
• Doctor Visits
• Check-ups
• Vision & Hearing

Interested families may apply online at www.healthykids.org/apply or call 1-888-540-KIDS (5437) today!
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Little Einstein's Academy
3631 Tallevast Road
Bradenton, FL 34243
941-894-6505

Palmetto Youth Center
501 17th Street West
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-722-0783

Little Manatee's Cove, LLC
707 3rd Avenue West
Palmetto, FL 34221
(941) 405-7991

Pathways To Learning LLC
1300 Manatee Avenue East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-896-8804

Little People's Place
374 Scott Avenue
Sarasota, FL 34243
941-355-8741

Primrose School Lakewood Ranch Town Center
9127 Town Center Parkway
Bradenton, FL 34202
941-373-6363

Love Comes First Preschool & Child Care Center
8630 SR 70 East
Bradenton, FL 34202
941-755-7800

Puppy Patch Preschool
1116 35th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-748-6648

Loving Hands Daycare
1204 60th Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34207
941-755-6306

Rayitos De Sol
1019 61st Avenue Drive East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-565-7459

Manatee Charter School
4550 30th Street East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-465-4296

Reaching For The Stars Academy
2239 14th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-748-3901

Manatee United Methodist Preschool
315 15th Street East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-750-6739

Sand & Buckets Daycare
3407 17th Street Court East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-748-4799

Morgan Family Day Care Home
2809 8th Street Court West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-745-2401

Sandman Preschool & Academy
924 Wilmerling Avenue
Sarasota, FL 34243
941-755-2591

My First Steps of Bradenton, Inc.
3815 26th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-727-5511

School District of Manatee County
Professional Support Center
2501 63rd Avenue East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-751-6550

Myakka Early Learning Center, Inc.
37190 Singletary Road
Myakka City, FL 34251
941-322-2605
Next Generation Academy
4636 26th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34207
941-251-2491
Our Kids West
2425 38th Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-752-1715
Palma Sola Early Learning Academy
7315 1st Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34209
941-795-0788
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School For Constructive Play, Inc.
302 Pine Avenue
Anna Maria, FL 34216
941-778-2210
Smarty Pants Preschool 2
904 43rd Street West
Bradenton, FL 34209
941-896-4796
Smarty Pants Preschool LLC
832 62nd Street Circle East, Suite 101
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-747-7710
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Smiling Faces Academy, Inc.
5302 1st Street East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-756-1234
Smiling Faces Junior Academy, Inc.
1720 11th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-747-3925
Sproutlings Kids SFCP Too, Inc.
1222 36th Avenue East
Ellenton, FL 34222
941-776-4947

Sprouts Child Development Center
14305 Covenant Way
Bradenton, FL 34202
941-907-7333
Step Up Suncoast
Rise & Shine Early Learning Morton Clark
1707 15th Street East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-750-6667
Step Up Suncoast
Rise & Shine Early Learning Palmetto
1315 2nd Avenue West
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-750-6667
Step Up Suncoast
Rise & Shine Early Learning Palm View Elementary
6025 Bayshore Road
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-750-6667
Step Up Suncoast
Rise & Shine Early Learning Parkland
6432 Parkland Drive
Sarasota, FL 34243
941-750-6667
Step Up Suncoast
Rise & Shine Early Learning Pine Village
1103 56th Avenue Drive East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-750-6667
Step Up Suncoast
Rise & Shine Early Learning West Bradenton
2531 9th Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-750-6667
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Sunny Daze Preschool East
9922 SR 64 East
Bradenton, FL 34212
941-750-0042

Tree Of Life Preschool
2200 26th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-747-1756

Sunshine Academy & Daycare
2520 43rd Street West
Bradenton, FL 34209
941-794-3143
Sunshine's School of Fish
5715 26th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34207
941-580-4954

Trinity Children's Center
3200 Manatee Avenue East
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-748-8608

The Center of Anna Maria Island, Inc.
407 Magnolia Avenue
Anna Maria, FL 34216
941-778-1908
The Goddard School
14534 Arbor Green Trail
Lakewood Ranch, FL 34202
941-752-6600

Woodland Early Childhood Center
9607 SR 70 East
Bradenton FL, 34202
941-753-8588
YMCA Manatee County
3805 59th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34209
941-798-9622

The Learning Experience Lakewood Ranch
14425 Arbor Green Trail
Bradenton, FL 34202
941-251-4046
The Myakka City Community Center
10070 Wauchula Road
Myakka City, FL 34251
941-322-8114
Thompson Academy LLC
1212 43rd Street West
Bradenton, FL 34209
941-748-2162
Tiny Tots University
930 9th Street Drive West
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-723-9072
Toad Hall Children's Center of Bradenton
4004 8th Avenue Drive West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-746-3951

Childcare Resource & Referral
(941) 757-2910

Toddler's Ark FCCH
711 36th Avenue East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-879-2407
Toddler's Inn Child Care Center LLC
2611 9th Street East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-746-4631
Toddlers Learning & Growing Academy LLC
1017 5th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-281-2523
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ASK DR. SHARON
doctorotis@nextgenmagazine.org

Dr. Sharon Otis is a licensed clinical mental health psychotherapist who is owner and clinical director of
the Family Care Counseling Center in Bradenton.

Keep Responsibility
On Your Kids!
My seven year old child is good at school but bad at home.  What am I doing wrong?			
											-Denise, Bradenton.

E

rma Bombeck was a writer and
comedian for over forty years.
Her titles included, If Life is a Bowl
of Cherries, Why am I in the Pits? and,
At Wit’s End. Erma claimed she had six
children - but we know she actually only
has three.
She said: “I have my three away from
home children - and my three at home
children.” So, you are not the only
mother to pose this question. Be glad the
behavior is not the other way around. You
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are doing something right. Your child has
learned to respect authority and follow the
rules in public.
My son would hit the doorway at 3:45pm
and have a tantrum on most days. The
reports I received from the teachers
were not only was he well-behaved, but
he was their favorite student. What was I
doing wrong?
I was a school counselor, so this was
alarming behavior and tore at my selfesteem. I finally realized he did work hard

to keep his active little body on task, and
when he got home, he was letting out his
pent-up energy. He was usually tired and
had had a hard time focusing for the long
school day.
I learned, though, that I had to quickly
give him my full attention for about twenty
minutes to help with the transition from
school to home. I had to make my “yes”
be “yes”; and my “no” be “no” because I
was too empathetic.

Teachers are consistent. They have a
room full of children. The rules are clear
and there are consequences if the rules
are not followed. Teachers reinforce the
behavior they want by verbal and tangible
rewards. They ignore bad behavior when
they can, and really notice when a child
is doing well.
They go over the rules often, and all the
children are aware of their progress. Most
rooms have progress charts or notebooks
that keep track of each student’s behavior.
Some of my best teachers took the
unruliest student and complimented that
child every time they did something right.
Within the first few weeks of school they
had complete control.
Children like to have power and they need
you to be the pack leader just like animals
need this to survive. Children need to
be accountable. Choose one behavior
to work on. Maybe it is fighting with their
sibling when they get home.
When you see them playing nicely for an
hour or so verbally let them know how
special that is and let them know they
will get ten minutes extra time at bedtime.
Conversely, they will lose ten minutes.
Children hate their bed time altered. Do
not single out one child over the other.

Reward them both or the good child will
get discouraged.
If your child gets rude or surly, be
clear what your expectations are for
them. If they choose to talk back, they
choose to get a consequence. Keep the
responsibility on them. It is not mom being
responsible for the behavior, it is the child.
This can be to sit at the dining room table
until the timer goes off.
Behavior management is not about
punishing; it is about a consequence. If
they choose to apologize or choose to
control their anger, be sure to praise. You
know from this column that I like to use
tickets, play money, or tokens, to be used
later on in the week for popsicles, game
time, McDonalds, or the dollar store.
Think puppies. Puppies do not respond
to spanking or time out. They respond to
praise and treats.
If you yell, you will not change the
behavior. Stay calm and state the rule
and state the consequences. If you have
trouble getting them to comply, then they
will lose game time or TV time. Remember
they choose this by not complying, not
you. Follow through or you will undermine
all your effort and authority.

I was out of town this week and was
walking into a Ross Department Store.
A family was coming out and the young
school age child was having a huge
temper tantrum. It sounded either really
fake, or really tired. The tantrum stopped
immediately and I wondered why. If the
child was tired the tantrum would have
kept on, so I knew the father gave in.
They walked back in the store and the
father said: “You cannot have the big
truck, but you can have the little one.”
The father just reinforced future tantrums.
Make a scene, you get your way. It took
all my self-control to not tell the father what
he was doing. Children need to learn to
delay gratification.
When a child gets angry at home, they
can journal their feelings, kick a ball
around, or some other exercise. Discuss
problem solving ahead of time and remind
your child they choose how to manage
their feelings.
Do not engage in their power play or
give attention to bad behavior. Notice
the good behavior.
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MANATEE CHAMBER
RIBBON CUTTING
PICTURES: Wendy Dewhurst

Work It,

SUNCOAST !
Ted Ehrlichman finds the right fit for local
employers and job seekers…
WORDS: Amy Bell
PICTURES: Whitney Patton

A

private, non-profit corporation in Bradenton, CareerSource
Suncoast has a straightforward mission: To recruit, train,
and retain talent for the Suncoast. “Our mission is simple,
descriptive, and memorable,” says Ted Ehrlichman, President
and CEO. “If only it were that easy to achieve!”
When you peel back even the most basic activity - such
as matching workers with jobs and employers with talent Ehrlichman says you’ll quickly discover it’s not as easy as it
sounds. “Understanding each job seeker’s strengths, learning
adaptability, change, and core skills - these are what we focus
on for individual development,” he explains.
“From childhood through retirement, every day and every
experience shape a person’s work life; and the balance
among those things with family and spirit is essential to a great
community eco-system.”
He says CareerSource Suncoast works to seek alignment
among partners throughout Manatee, Sarasota, and across
Florida. “We see ourselves as a regional connector for the wide
variety of organizations already focused on early learning, family
and children, public, and private education,” he emphasizes.
“Florida’s 24 local workforce boards are very fortunate to have
a structure that allows the best of private enterprise and public
dollars to work together and connect all the pieces.”
While many workers and employers assume CareerSource
Suncoast is part of the state or local government, this is not the

case. “We are a 501(c)(3) with our mission and focus led by a
diverse and engaged Board,” Ehrlichman explains.
The corporation’s Board of Directors consists of private business,
economic development, and education representatives,
community, and state agencies, as well as elected officials.
Members of the Board represent a diversity of businesses,
organizations, and trades that operate across Manatee and
Sarasota Counties.
Throughout the year, CareerSource offers a number of targeting
hiring events, job fairs, conferences, and classes for both
employers and job seekers. The organization’s programs and
partnerships are recognized both locally and statewide, and
their certified staff members are hailed as leaders in workforce
development.

  Take This Job & Love It
It seems fitting for Ehrlichman to head up a company that finds
the ideal career for job seekers. After all, he has already landed
his dream job.
Ehrlichman has served as CEO & President of CareerSource
Suncoast since 2014. However, he’s been with the company
since 2009.
“As is the case with most of the Leadership Team at CareerSource
today, I began my journey as a client, seeking a job during the
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Great Recession,” he recalls. “It was 2009 - not the best time
to be looking for work with my credentials as a marketing and
branding guy.”
While searching for work, Ehrlichman discovered that CareerSource
Suncoast was hiring for a Business Services unit. “I had the
business perspective from small to large employers, nonprofits,
and small business owners,” he says. “That was a good fit, as it
allowed me to learn the Suncoast business climate and also the
nature of this peculiar role of ‘workforce board’ from within.”
Today, as CEO of CareerSource Suncoast, Ehrlichman’s job
is challenging to say the least. “Any CEO for a truly Board-led
nonprofit must execute the vision and priorities, which we set
with the Board in our strategic plans,” he explains. “That starts
with setting and modeling a culture within the organization
that embraces change, appropriate risk-taking, and most of all
collaboration within and outside of the team.”
He says changing culture is not an easy or fast process. “We have
to deal with numerous levels of state and federal laws, complex
funding formulae, and tracking and braiding together funding to
68

make this truly a sustainable regional asset. It keeps us busy!”
Despite the obstacles and challenges, Ehrlichman says his job
is extremely rewarding. “The biggest reward comes from seeing
team members embrace the rapidly changing world, then evolve
and energize to assist clients and employers as they strengthen
this local community for everyone,” he says.

  Career Inspirations
Originally from Pittsburgh, Ehrlichman says much of his
inspiration comes from his late parents, who were “greatest
generation examples at their best.”
“Work ethic and ‘continuous improvement’ may have been
called something different back then,” he says. “But my parents’
commitment to ensure I would be the first to get a college degree
was and is inspiring.”
After Ehrlichman’s father worked 20 years in a local steel mill,
his job came to end. “He was washed up at age 38,” he recalls.
“That was my first understanding that a job is not a career.”

However, his dad went back to school and retrained in
“instrumentation” via the equivalent of today’s local workforce
system. This made a huge impression on Ehrlichman, who went
on to attend college at Carnegie Mellon University in Pittsburgh
after high school.
“I was very fortunate to attend CMU and learned to love the
blending of arts and technology,” he says. “However, after four
years in the business and engineering side of things, I needed
people and teams!”
That’s what led him to Chicago, where he attended Northwestern
University, Evanston. “I loved living in Chicago if only for a year,”
he remarks. “Their approach to business is entrepreneurial
and collaborative.”
After his time at Northwestern, a job opportunity took Ehrlichman
west to his “adopted hometown” of Colorado Springs. “That’s
where I spent most of my working, adult life, and where Colleen and
I raised our family before relocating to southwest Florida in 2009.”

  Family Ties & Community Connections
While he may be considered a “career man,” Ehrlichman says
he always puts his family first. He and his wife Colleen have four
grown kids, each with their own families now. “We have four

grandkids, ranging from ages two to 20, living in Colorado, Texas,
Italy, and occasionally Australia,” he says. “We have a wonderful
time keeping up with them. We’ve become pretty plugged into
mobile tech to stay in touch.”
When he’s not working, he and his wife try to spend as much
time as possible out on the Gulf. “When we’re not on the water,
Colleen and I are tinkering with boats of any kind,” he remarks.
Ehrlichman says he truly enjoys living and working here in Manatee
County. “I love the people of Manatee and their willingness to
work together,” he says. “Vibrant projects such as the Riverwalk,
the arts community, and local businesses and entrepreneurs are
what make this area fun. My office is near downtown Bradenton,
so I am able to spend some time enjoying the town.”
While it’s a great area, he believes Manatee and Sarasota
Counties have room to grow in some areas. “Like any community,
we have significant issues larger than any one organization can
tackle,” he points out. “The only solution is to come together
to face the tough issues of prosperity for everyone, affordable
housing and superior education—and by the way, all of these
have ‘workforce’ components.”
• Whether you’re an employer or a job seeker, visit
www.careersourcesuncoast.com to learn more about
CareerSource Suncoast.
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WIN A FAMILY FISHING EXPEDITION FOR SIX!
LET US GET YOU HOOKED! NextGen Family Magazine
has teamed up with Cortez Deep Sea Fishing to offer one
lucky winner an amazing six-hour family fishing expedition
for six worth $600!
You will head out on board the Eddy Lee Z which is a
favorite of seasoned anglers and beginners of all ages for a
fantastic day of fishing fun! On their trips Cortez Deep Sea

Fishing supply rods, reels, bait, tackle, license, buckets and
ice – they even clean and filet your catch!
The Eddy Lee Z launches from the Swordfish Grill
and Tiki Bar and is available for 4hr and 6hr excursions,
private charters, birthday parties, and can take up to 35
passengers. For more information call 941-795-6969 or visit
www.cortezdeepseafishing.com

The contest is open to children K thru 5th grade with ONE lucky winner being selected. To win this fantastic prize, simply tell us how
many passengers does the Eddy Lee Z take? Entries must be emailed by November 9th, 2019 to competitions@nextgenmagazine.org
They can also be mailed or handed in to the Early Learning Coalition of Manatee County office at 600 8th Avenue West, Suite 100, Palmetto, FL,
34221. Please mark them for the attention of FISHING Contest, NEXTGEN magazine. Normal competition rules apply. Editor’s decision is final.

70

71

Reflect and
Be Thankful
T

urkey Day is right around the corner and like many families, we reflect on all the things
that we are thankful for. This year isn’t any different, and we decided to celebrate these
thoughts by creating a wreath.

Because we don’t typically see the dramatic changes of leaves in our community, I thought
it would be fun to design an activity with leaf shapes and autumn colors to display what we
were thankful for.
If you are also interested in creating this Thankful Leaf Wreath craft, here is what you will need:

•
•
•
•
•
•

Pieces of construction paper including brown, red, orange, and yellow
White printer paper
Paper plate
Scissors
Marker
Glue

FYI, this craft is a great way to teach about the shapes of leaves and is also a fun
activity to reinforce hand-eye coordination.

DIRECTIONS:

To get started with the wreath, first discuss what you and your family are thankful for. Then it
is time to fold the paper plate in half and cut out the center section to create a ring.
Next up, take the scissors and cut small slits along the inside of the ring. Cutting these
makes it easier to press the ring flat as the leaves are being glued on.
Once the ring is ready, begin to draw leaf shapes onto the white printer paper with the marker.
Depending upon the age of your child, it may be simpler for the parent to draw the leaves.
Tip: I could only remember a few leaf designs, so I looked online at shapes and sizes to
inspire drawings. Another great option would be to go outside and look at trees and plants
for inspiration.
After you and your kids decide on shapes, cut them out and use them as a template to trace on
the different colors of construction paper. We ended up with four designs after a little sketching.
Once the leaves have been traced and cut out, add them to the paper plate ring by applying
a line of glue along the top.
Tip: It is better to have extra leaves just in case you make a mistake. We ended up only
using 12 leaves even though we had 16.
As you add a new leaf be sure to overlap each one slightly by adding a little glue along the edge
of the shape. When all the leaves have been applied, set the wreath aside for the glue to set.
Once the leaves have dried, start to write on the items your family is thankful for with the
marker. We decided to only write on five of the shapes, but each design is unique so your
family may have less or more.
This Thankful Leaf Wreath is then ready to be hung up and would make an excellent
addition to a mirror, door handle, or decoration at a front door.
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As you can see, this craft is full of fall colors and reasons to celebrate the season. I hope
your family also enjoys making this wreath and you have a wonderful Thanksgiving!

WORDS & PICTURES:
Carlee Colonneso
Carlee Colonneso is a wife, and stay at home mother
of three. She is a graduate of the University of South
Florida and author of funlearninglife.com. Her website is
a lifestyle blog that centers on family, crafts, recipes,
and frugal living.

OCTOBER
Sunday
Sky Zone Sarasota
Toddler Time
9:00am-11:00am

Monday

13

Ringling Museum
of Art FREE Admission

Tuesday

14

Defy Bradenton KidsJump
9:00am-10:00am

Jumpin Fun
Toddler Time
9:00am-11:00am
Hunsader Farms Pumpkin
Festival 9:00am-5:00pm

Defy Bradenton
KidsJump
9:00am-10:00am

Wednesday

15

16

SkyZone Sarasota
Toddler Time 10:00am

Kids Supergym
Open Gym 10:00am

Arts a Blaze
PreK Story Time 10:00am

Sarasota Children’s
Garden “Can You Dig It?”
11:00am

Kids Supergym
Open Gym 10:00am

Fruitville Grove Pumpkin
Festival 10:00am-5:00pm

Defy Bradenton
KidsJump
9:00am-10:00am

Thursday

Barnes and Noble
Story Time 11:00am

Sarasota Children’s
Garden “Art Rocks”
11:00am
Learning Express Toys
University Story Time
11:00am

Lakewood Ranch
Gymnastics Open Gym
11:00am-12:00pm
South Florida Gymnastics
Preschool Playtime
12:00pm-1:30pm

Friday

17

20

Ringling Museum
of Art FREE Admission

21

Defy Bradenton KidsJump
9:00am-10:00am

Defy Bradenton
KidsJump
9:00am-10:00am

22

Defy Bradenton
KidsJump
9:00am-10:00am

23

SkyZone Sarasota
Toddler Time 10:00am

Kids Supergym
Open Gym 10:00am

Hunsader Farms Pumpkin
Festival 9:00am-5:00pm

Arts a Blaze
PreK Story Time 10:00am

Fruitville Grove Pumpkin
Festival 10:00am-5:00pm

Kids Supergym
Open Gym 10:00am

Sarasota Children’s
Garden “Can You Dig It?”
11:00am

Florida Railroad Museum
Pumpkin Patch Express
10:00am, 1:00pm, 4:00pm

Sarasota Children’s
Garden “Art Rocks”
11:00am

Motorworks Brewing
Sarasota Celtic Music
Festival 2:00pm-10:00pm

Learning Express Toys
University Story Time
11:00am

Jumpin Fun Toddler Time
9:00am-11:00am

Barnes and Noble
Story Time 11:00am
Lakewood Ranch
Gymnastics Open Gym
11:00am-12:00pm
South Florida Gymnastics
Preschool Playtime
12:00pm-1:30pm

Defy Bradenton
KidsJump
9:00am-10:00am

Kids Supergym
Open Gym 10:00am

Sarasota Children’s
Garden Magic Nature Box
11:00am

SkyZone Sarasota
Toddler Time 10:00am
Sarasota Children’s
Garden Step Into A Story
11:00am
Lets Create Art
Lil Picasso Class
4:00pm-5:30pm
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27

Jumpin Fun Toddler Time
9:00am-11:00am
Selby Garden
Spooktacular
10:00am-12:00pm

Ringling Museum
of Art FREE Admission

28

Defy Bradenton KidsJump
9:00am-10:00am

Defy Bradenton
KidsJump
9:00am-10:00am

29

SkyZone Sarasota
Toddler Time 10:00am
Arts a Blaze
PreK Story Time 10:00am

Defy Bradenton
KidsJump
9:00am-10:00am

30

Sarasota Children’s
Garden “Can You Dig It?”
11:00am

Kids Supergym
Open Gym 10:00am

Motorworks Brewing
Movie Night in the Beer
Garden 8:00pm

Sarasota Children’s
Garden “Art Rocks”
11:00am

Robert Taylor Complex
Trunk or Treat
5:30pm-7:00pm

Kids Supergym
Open Gym 10:00am

Florida Railroad Museum
Pumpkin Patch Express
10:00am, 1:00pm, 4:00pm

Historic Spanish Point
Eerie Evenings
7:00pm-10:30pm

Bradenton YMCA Fall
Festival 2:00pm-5:00pm
Palmetto Historical Park
Halloween Social
4:00pm-8:00pm
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Sarasota Children’s
Garden Magic Nature Box
11:00am

Lets Create Art
Lil Picasso Class
4:00pm-5:30pm

Kids Supergym
Open Gym 10:00am

Arlington Park
Halloween Trail of Candy
5:00pm-7:00pm
Crowley Museum Swamp
Spooktacular
6:00pm-11:00pm
BOOFest LWR
6:00pm-9:00pm
Oscar Scherer Park
Haunted Trails
7:30pm-10:00pm

31

Siesta Key Safe
Treats 3:00pm-6:00pm
Children’s Parade
Downtown Venice
4:00pm-7:00pm
Desoto Square Mall
Safe Kids Night
5:30pm-8:30pm
Fright Night
St. Armands Circle
6:00pm-8:30pm

Anna Maria Island Bayfest
10:00am-9:00pm

Kids Ninja Training
Live Training Center
Palmetto 7:00pm

Kids Supergym
Open Gym 10:00am

Sarasota Children’s
Garden Step Into A Story
11:00am

Fruitville Grove Pumpkin
Festival 10:00am-5:00pm

Sarasota Fairgrounds
Slime Blowout 2019
10:00am-5:00pm

Defy Bradenton
KidsJump
9:00am-10:00am

SkyZone Sarasota
Toddler Time 10:00am
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Hunsader Farms
Manasota BUDS Walk
8:30am, Pumpkin Festival
9:00am-5:00pm

GT Bray Park
Goblin Gathering
6:30pm-9:30pm

Defy Bradenton
KidsJump
9:00am-10:00am
Mote Marine
Mommy & Me 10:00am

Motorworks Brewing
Movie Night in the Beer
Garden 8:00pm
Sky Zone Sarasota
Toddler Time
9:00am-11:00am

18

Defy Bradenton
KidsJump
9:00am-10:00am
Mote Marine
Mommy & Me 10:00am

Motorworks Brewing
Movie Night in the Beer
Garden 8:00pm
Sky Zone Sarasota
Toddler Time
9:00am-11:00am

Saturday

LWR Main Street
Boo Run 5K 8:00am

26

Michaels Stores
Kids Club 10:00am
Barnes & Noble
Story Time 11:00am
Big Cat Habitat
WildOWeen
12:00pm-4:00pm
Arlington Parks Pumpkin
Splash 1:00pm-3:00pm
Little Manatee River State
Park Spirits of the River
Gathering
6:00pm-10:00pm
Oscar Scherer Park
Haunted Trails
7:30pm-10:00pm

NOVEMBER
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH

3

Ringling Museum
of Art FREE Admission

4

Defy Bradenton KidsJump
9:00am-10:00am

Jumpin Fun
Toddler Time
9:00am-11:00am

5

Defy Bradenton
KidsJump
9:00am-10:00am
SkyZone Sarasota
Toddler Time 10:00am

Arts a Blaze
PreK Story Time 10:00am
Kids Supergym
Open Gym 10:00am

Glazer Children’s Museum
FREE Admission

10

Jumpin Fun
Toddler Time
9:00am-11:00am
Sarasota Medieval Fair
10:00am-5:00pm

11

Ringling Museum
of Art FREE Admission

Defy Bradenton KidsJump
9:00am-10:00am
Veterans Day Parade
Main Street Sarasota
10:00am

Defy Bradenton
KidsJump
9:00am-10:00am

12

17

Jumpin Fun Toddler Time
9:00am-11:00am
Sarasota Medieval Fair
10:00am-5:00pm
Swordfish Grill & Tiki Bar
Annual Stone Crab &
Music Festival
10:00am-6:00pm

18

Defy Bradenton KidsJump
9:00am-10:00am
10th Annual Siesta Key
Sand Sculpting
Competition
10:00am-5:00pm

10th Annual Siesta Key
Sand Sculpting
Competition
10:00am-9:00pm
Sky Zone Sarasota
Toddler Time
9:00am-11:00am
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Jumpin Fun Toddler Time
9:00am-11:00am
Sarasota Medieval Fair
10:00am-5:00pm

25

Ringling Museum
of Art FREE Admission

Defy Bradenton KidsJump
9:00am-10:00am

Motorworks Brewing
Movie Night in the Beer
Garden 8:00pm
Defy Bradenton
KidsJump
9:00am-10:00am

13

Arts a Blaze
PreK Story Time 10:00am

Sarasota Children’s
Garden “Can You Dig It?”
11:00am
Barnes and Noble
Story Time 11:00am

Sarasota Children’s
Garden “Art Rocks”
11:00am

Ringling Museum
of Art FREE Admission

Barnes and Noble
Story Time 11:00am

Kids Supergym
Open Gym 10:00am

Learning Express Toys
University Story Time
11:00am
Sky Zone Sarasota
Toddler Time
9:00am-11:00am

Sarasota Children’s
Garden “Can You Dig It?”
11:00am

SkyZone Sarasota
Toddler Time 10:00am

Kids Supergym
Open Gym 10:00am

Swordfish Grill & Tiki Bar
Annual Stone Crab &
Music Festival
10:00am-6:00pm

6

Defy Bradenton
KidsJump
9:00am-10:00am

South Florida Gymnastics
Preschool Playtime
12:00pm-1:30pm

Sarasota Children’s
Garden “Art Rocks”
11:00am

Sky Zone Sarasota
Toddler Time
9:00am-11:00am

Defy Bradenton
KidsJump
9:00am-10:00am
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SkyZone Sarasota
Toddler Time 10:00am
Arts a Blaze
PreK Story Time 10:00am

Lakewood Ranch
Gymnastics Open Gym
11:00am-12:00pm
Motorworks Brewing
Movie Night in the Beer
Garden 8:00pm
Defy Bradenton
KidsJump
9:00am-10:00am

20

Sarasota Children’s
Garden “Can You Dig It?”
11:00am

Defy Bradenton
KidsJump
9:00am-10:00am
Mote Marine
Mommy & Me 10:00am

7

Kids Supergym
Open Gym 10:00am
SkyZone Sarasota
Toddler Time 10:00am
Sarasota Children’s
Garden Step Into A Story
11:00am
Lets Create Art
Lil Picasso Class
4:00pm-5:30pm

14

Music on Main LWR
6:00pm-9:00pm

Barnes and Noble
Story Time 11:00am

Centennial Park Venice
Gazebo Starlight Movie
6:30pm-9:30pm

Venice Art Festival
Downtown Venice
Lakewood Ranch
Gymnastics Open Gym
6:30pm-8:30pm

Kids Ninja Training
Live Training Center
Palmetto 7:00pm

8

Defy Bradenton
KidsJump
9:00am-10:00am
Kids Supergym
Open Gym 10:00am

15

Sarasota Children’s
Garden Step Into A Story
11:00am

Sarasota Children’s
Garden Magic Nature Box
11:00am

Lets Create Art
Lil Picasso Class
4:00pm-5:30pm

Kids Ninja Training
Live Training Center
Palmetto 7:00pm
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Defy Bradenton
KidsJump
9:00am-10:00am

Kids Supergym
Open Gym 10:00am

Sarasota Children’s
Garden Magic Nature Box
11:00am

Learning Express Toys
University Story Time
11:00am

Motorworks Brewing
Movie Night in the Beer
Garden 8:00pm

Lets Create Art
Lil Picasso Class
4:00pm-5:30pm

28

Arts A Blaze
Kids Night Out
6:00pm-7:45pm
Kids Ninja Training
Live Training Center
Palmetto 7:00pm

29

Barnes and Noble
Story Time 11:00am

Kids Supergym
Open Gym 10:00am

Arts a Blaze
PreK Story Time 10:00am

Lakewood Ranch
Gymnastics Open Gym
11:00am-12:00pm

Sarasota Children’s
Garden Magic Nature Box
11:00am

South Florida Gymnastics
Preschool Playtime
12:00pm-1:30pm

Arts A Blaze
Kids Night Out
6:00pm-7:45pm

Thanksgiving Eve
Main Street Live
Downtown Bradenton
6:00pm-12:00pm

Kids Ninja Training
Live Training Center
Palmetto 7:00pm

Sarasota Children’s
Garden “Art Rocks”
11:00am
Learning Express Toys
University Story Time
11:00am

16

10th Annual Siesta Key
Sand Sculpting
Competition
10:00am-9:00pm
Barnes and Noble
Story Time 11:00am
Lakewood Ranch
Gymnastics Open Gym
6:30pm-8:30pm

Michaels Stores
Kids Club 10:00am
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Ellenton Ice Complex
FREE Ice Skating Class
10:45am-11:15am
Barnes and Noble
Story Time 11:00am
Lakewood Ranch
Gymnastics Open Gym
6:30pm-8:30pm

SkyZone Sarasota
Toddler Time 10:00am

Kids Supergym
Open Gym 10:00am

Michaels Stores
Kids Club 10:00am

Sarasota Medieval Fair
10:00am-5:00pm

Kids Supergym
Open Gym 10:00am

Defy Bradenton
KidsJump
9:00am-10:00am

Swordfish Grill & Tiki Bar
Annual Stone Crab &
Music Festival
10:00am-6:00pm

Sarasota Medieval Fair
10:00am-5:00pm

Kids Supergym
Open Gym 10:00am

Defy Bradenton
KidsJump
9:00am-10:00am
Mote Marine
Mommy & Me 10:00am

Sarasota Children’s
Garden Step Into A Story
11:00am

9

Harvest Church
Harvest Fall Fest
3:00pm-6:30pm

Kids Ninja Training
Live Training Center
Palmetto 7:00pm

SkyZone Sarasota
Toddler Time 10:00am

SkyZone Sarasota
Toddler Time 10:00am

Michaels Stores
Kids Club 10:00am
Sarasota Medieval Fair
10:00am-5:00pm

Barnes and Noble
Story Time 11:00am

Arts A Blaze
Kids Night Out
6:00pm-7:45pm

10th Annual Siesta Key
Sand Sculpting
Competition
10:00am-5:00pm

South Florida Gymnastics
Preschool Playtime
12:00pm-1:30pm
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Ellenton Ice Complex
FREE Ice Skating Class
10:45am-11:15am

Kids Supergym
Open Gym 10:00am

Sarasota Children’s
Garden “Art Rocks”
11:00am

Sarasota Children’s
Garden “Can You Dig It?”
11:00am

Sarasota Children’s
Garden Magic Nature Box
11:00am

Defy Bradenton
KidsJump
9:00am-10:00am

Lakewood Ranch
Gymnastics Open Gym
11:00am-12:00pm

26

Bay Preserve
Wild About Nature Festival
10:00am-4:00pm

Defy Bradenton
KidsJump
9:00am-10:00am
Mote Marine
Mommy & Me 10:00am

21

2

Michaels Stores
Kids Club 10:00am

Kids Supergym
Open Gym 10:00am

Sarasota Children’s
Garden Magic Nature Box
11:00am

Kids Supergym
Open Gym 10:00am

Defy Bradenton
KidsJump
9:00am-10:00am

1

Defy Bradenton
KidsJump
9:00am-10:00am

Bradenton Macaroni Kid is one of the area's top resources for all things family-friendly! With a
comprehensive listing of holiday events, play groups, classes, festivals, summer programs, shows
and much more, Bradenton Macaroni Kid makes it easy for parents to keep their children busy and entertained all year
long. Don't miss the exciting giveaways, promotions, timely bits of parenting advice and humor! Like us on Facebook
and sign up to receive the FREE weekly e-newsletter with the latest scoop on fun outings and events in Manatee County
at www.bradenton.macaronikid.com.
Sky Zone Sarasota
Toddler Time
9:00am-11:00am

Saturday

Michaels Stores
Kids Club 10:00am

30

Sarasota Medieval Fair
10:00am-5:00pm
Turkey Trot
Nathan Benderson Park
Light Up Siesta Key
Holiday Parade
5:00pm-9:00pm
Venice Holiday Parade
6:00pm
License FREE saltwater
fishing day

Back to

School 2019

PICTURES: Wendy Dewhurst

RECIPES: Sophie Williams

Kids in
the Kitchen
FESTIVE CAKE POPS
INGREDIENTS
•
•
•
•

Any boxed or homemade cake recipe
2-3 tbsp of frosting
Cake pop sticks
Any chocolate melting wafer

PREPARATION

1. Follow the directions on the cake mix box and bake in a rectangular pan.
2. After baking, cut a thin layer off the top, bottom, and sides until the
brown parts aren’t showing.

3. Put the cake in a stand mixer, or a handheld mixer, and mix until it is
in crumbles.

4. Add the frosting until it is in a dough form.
5. Let it sit in the fridge for two hours.
6. Melt the chocolate until it is smooth. I used white chocolate and added
purple food coloring.

7. Roll the cake into balls, insert sticks, and dip the cake pops one inch
into the melted chocolate.

8. Let the chocolate on the pop harden, and then dip it again until it is
fully coated.

9. Let cool and enjoy!

HALLOWEEN DIRT CAKES
INGREDIENTS
•
•
•
•
•
•

Chocolate pudding mix
Oreos
Gummy worms
Cherry pie filling
Milano cookies
Chocolate chips
*The amount of the ingredients depends on how many you plan to make

PREPARATION

1. Follow the directions on the pudding box and let sit in the fridge.
2. Crush up the Oreos until they are the consistency of dirt.
3. Put chocolate chips in a piping bag, or plastic bag, anmelt in the
microwave at 20-second intervals.

4. Cut the Milano cookie in half, and spell RIP on the cookie with the
chocolate.

5. Take your cup of choice and fill the container halfway with pudding.
6. Sprinkle some Oreo “dirt” into the container and fill the rest up with
pudding.

7. Dip the RIP cookie in the cherry filling to have the effect of blood
and add a gummy worm.

8. Enjoy!

On The Book Shelf
REVIEWS: Ana Rodriguez

Amazing Me!
Dressing Up!
(Birth to 3) • By Carol Thompson
“Dressing Up!” is one of the books of the “Amazing me!” series,
created for the infant and toddler age group. This book is a
medium sized board book perfect for little hands but big enough
for the kids (and parents) to enjoy the colorful pictures. Perfect for
this season, enjoy as this inclusive and diverse group of friends
dress up using many props found in a box. “We’re amazing!
We can dress up, sing,
dance, and make
music. There’s nobody
quite like us!” By the
end, the kids surprise
us revealing that they
are still themselves,
unique and amazing. A
great book to have fun
and rich conversations
about how everyone is
different but amazing
in their own way.

(4-6) • By Paul Beavis
This book is about a cute
monster who thought the
only thing that monster’s
do is CRUNCH, MUNCH,
and CHEW - but he got
a big surprise when Mrs.
Mo opened the door. “One
day there was a knock at
the front door. Mr. Mo was
gardening, so Mrs. Mo
went to see who it might
be…” Mrs. Mo, with a lot
of patience, showed the
monster how many different fun activities he could do in life,
rather than doing only one behavior: CRUNCH, MUNCH, and
CHEW. This funny story teaches patience and understanding
with colorful pictures and an unexpected ending. I recommend
reading the entire story because if a monster can learn, then
why not us?

(7-9) • By Bonnie Bader
The 100th day of school is the best day of the year at Frank
N. Stein Elementary School, for everyone except Jane
Brain. She needs to bring in 100 things for the spooktacular show-and-tell, but she can’t think of anything!
This book not only has complex story lines but also
includes the math of counting by fives. Perfect for this
age, this book is not too long, includes funny pictures,
and includes a lesson about helping and sharing with
friends. A great book for a second or third grader to
sit down and have good fun reading.

The first 50 people to come into the lobby of the Early Learning
Coalition of Manatee County, 600 8th Avenue West, Suite 100,
Palmetto can pick up free copies of the books reviewed.

Skippy’s Hassle Free

BIRTHDAY
PARTIES!

Walk-In Play, Any Time!

Inflatable Party & Play Center
Sarasota Commons •935 N. Beneva Road, Suite 802 • Sarasota, FL 34232
VISIT US ONLINE AT:

www.bouncedownunder.com

. PIZZA
. SPAGHETTI
. RAVIOLI
. MANICOTTI

. LASAGNA
. SUBS
. GYROS
. SALADS

146193

941.366.0123

. WINGS
. FRIES
. BEER
. WINE

941-758-6478
www.DemetriosPizza.com
1720 Cortez Road West . Bradenton
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Investing in our youth
is not merely our responsibility.
It is our privilege.
It’s never too early — or too late — to plan for the financial future of your family or business.
Jodi D. Allen
Vice President, Commercial Banking
941.757.4561 | jodi.allen@bmo.com
Mandy Quinones
Branch Manager, Retail Banking
941.723.6933 | mandy.quinones@bmo.com

BMO Harris Bank® is a trade name used by BMO Harris Bank N.A. Member FDIC.

bmoharris.com
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Lord of

The Strings

WORDS: Kara Chalmers
PICTURES: Whitney Patton

I

n summer, the Pops Orchestra in
Bradenton runs “Camping with the
Pops,” an intensive program that gives
kids a chance to learn from, rehearse
with, and perform alongside professional
musicians for three hours every night for
a week.
While the camp brochure says it’s open
to students ages 12-18, this past summer,
the youngest cellist was only 10. Wrigley
Rinsema, a fifth grader at Bradenton
Christian School, is that good.
“For his age, he has great posture, great
hand position and a beautiful tone,” said
Dr. Robyn Bell, the Pops’ conductor
and the director of the summer camp.
Bell also conducts the State College of
Florida Bradenton Symphony Orchestra,
the SCF Symphonic Band, and she is the
SCF music department chair. Although
trumpet is her main instrument, Bell said
she took cello lessons in college.
“Wrigley’s better than I ever was,” Bell
said of his cello playing. “You can see it
and you can hear it.”
There’s more to Wrigley, though, than
musicality. “There was never a time he
didn’t have a smile on his face,” Bell said.
“He has this sort of aura about him.”
In c a m p, B e ll s a id, Wrigl ey wa s
determined, took instruction graciously
and was never too shy to ask questions.
“He’s very inquisitive,” Bell said. “He’s
also thoughtful in his answers. He thinks
very deeply for a 10-year-old.”
To Bell, Wrigley not only has a future as a
cellist. She thinks he could go a step further.
“Wrigley has that intangible,” she said.
“He’s got this warm, welcoming, inviting
persona. He would make a really good
conductor because he works so well with
other people.”
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Cheerful C ellist

Upon meeting Wrigley, it is impossible
not to notice how much he smiles, and
how comfortable, confident, and happy
he is when he plays the cello. There’s no
bravado, no boastfulness. His manner
suggests he has no idea how exceptional
he is.
In his mind, it seems, he’s just a regular
kid, one who loves playing Mario and
Zelda, and who is crazy about thrill
rides - especially Falcon’s Fury at Busch
Gardens. He’s into the Wings of Fire and
Percy Jackson books, and likes math
best in school.

He’s built tons of Lego vehicles and his
favorite band is Imagine Dragons. He loves
boating, tubing, and swimming, as well
as watching the Chicago Cubs with his
family (his parents are such big fans that
they named their son after the Cub’s field).
W h a t ’s s p e c i a l a b o u t Wr i g l ey i s
his dedication to the cello. He takes
orchestra in school and assists his
instructor by helping the beginner cellists.
This year, Wrigley will not only be a
member of his grade-level orchestra, but
he will also perform with the middle and
high school orchestras.

Also, Wrigley is part of the Sarasota
Youth Orchestra, which rehearses once a
week for two hours, and he takes private
lessons weekly. In all, he spends some
nine hours a week on the cello outside
the home, his mother, Nikki, said, plus 30
to 45 minutes of daily, at-home practice.
Also, Wrigley performs in several concerts
a year for all the groups mentioned above.
When asked what he likes best about
playing the cello, Wrigley said, “When
you play as an entire orchestra, there’s
a lot of stuff that happens. And it sounds
really good.”

All in the Family

Wrigley’s musical abilities are not that
surprising once you learn that his talent,
plus his work ethic and determination,
come from both sides of his family. Nikki
is a professional violinist, who plays for the
Pops Orchestra in Bradenton, as well as
for the Anna Maria Island Concert Chorus
& Orchestra. She’s taught private violin
lessons for more than 20 years. In college,
she also played the drums.
Wrigley’s father, Nathan, grew up playing
the trumpet and piano, and he and
Nikki met in their college band. Nathan
has one sister who plays the violin and
another who has a Ph.D. in music and
has written a book on teaching music in
the digital age.
Also, Wrigley has two older siblings who
are musicians. Joy, 16, plays piano, and
she is involved in theater and singing at
Bradenton Christian School. Annie, 12,
plays the viola and violin, plus she runs
cross country and track at the school.
Nikki was Wrigley’s first cello teacher and
she taught him for four years, beginning the
day after he turned five. “I’ve never seen
a student understand an instrument like
Wrigley did from the beginning,” Nikki said.
She said she chose the cello for her son
partly because it’s her favorite instrument
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to listen to, and partly because she
thought Wrigley would be physically wellsuited to it: he has large hands, which is
an advantage.
“I chose it for him, and he took to it right
away,” Nikki said. “He loves it.” When
Wrigley turned nine, Nikki found Sue
Stein, a cellist with whom Nikki performs,
to begin private lessons with Wrigley.
“He was beyond what I could teach him
on the cello,” Nikki said.

A Musical Future
Janet Shell, the Strings Orchestra Director
at Bradenton Christian School, first
met Wrigley three years ago, when he
demonstrated the cello for her incoming

fifth graders. Wrigley was only seven. It
turned out his performance influenced five
students to take up the cello, according
to Shell. “I thought he was incredibly
advanced for his age,” Shell said.
This year, Wrigley will be serving as Shell’s
assistant in the Beginning Strings Class.
He will be helping to teach the other
cellists, in the modest and sensitive way
that makes him a “favorite” among the
students, Shell said.
According to Shell, who has a degree
in music education and plays the violin
professionally, Wrigley “undoubtably”
could have a career as a cellist. “As a
cellist, his technique is impeccable, his
sight-reading and performance are aboveaverage for his age,” Shell said. “I think
that Wrigley probably will be a well-known
professional musician one day.”
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Principal Kaththea Johnson with Palm View Elementary Kindergartners

Palm View

Soars Into The Future

WORDS & PICTURES: Jessica Schubick

P

alm View Elementary began the
new schoolyear on an exciting
note after receiving excellent
news over the summer when the Florida
Department of Education released school
grades for the state. Palm View showed
the greatest gains in the School District
of Manatee County, going from a D grade
in the 2017-2018 academic year (and
the 2016-2017 year), to an A grade in
2018-2019!
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Of Manatee County’s 60 schools, 20
received an A grade based on seven
“buckets” of assessment including
proficiency testing in third, fourth, and
fifth grade English language arts, math,
and science, as well as various methods
of assessing learning gains. Palm View
increased their ratings in all seven
assessment categories.
Palm View’s A grade was a tremendous
boost for the school – but it didn’t happen

by accident. Principal Kaththea Johnson
moved to Palm View last year after having
been an Assistant Principal at Palma Sola
Elementary and Daughtrey Elementary.
Obviously, her first year at Palm View
was a great success, but she won’t take
all of the credit.
Principal Johnson was quick to note: “It
was not one person. We have a great
community. We have great students and
families; staff that was willing to roll-up

their sleeves, tackle challenges, and do
what was needed; and we had District
support, in addition to state support.
When you receive a D grade for the 2nd
year in a row and you’re in turnaround
status, you have to have reviews and visits
from the state. So, that provided additional
resources that we utilized.”
“It truly was a collective effort,” she
continued. “I was very blessed to be able
to have this opportunity. Everybody was
willing to work together. That’s probably
the best part. There wasn’t any one
isolated thing that worked. It’s multiple
things – and it’s all-hands-on-deck.”
That said, Principal Johnson came in with
a vision for helping the students of Palm
View succeed. “Number one: we had
clear goals from the beginning. We know
what our school grade was; we tore our
data apart; and we made goals based on
our areas of need, as well as our areas
of strength that we could play off of and
make stronger. And then, we made sure
that those goals were consistent and
communicated across our whole campus
and throughout the District”

“Another thing that we did was to focus
a lot on collaborative planning,” she
explained. “Bringing everyone together
and focusing on learning the standards
and making sure that the instruction that
we’re providing is standards-based.
My leadership team also plans with my
teachers. We set-up a calendar and every
week I paid my teachers two additional
hours of planning outside of the day. They
rolled up their sleeves and did it!”
Those collaborative planning sessions
and conversations led to a focus on
small group instruction. “What does
that look like in the classroom? How can
we support them in the classroom with
that small group instruction?” Principal
Johnson recalled asking her team.
“Because when you get to small group
instruction, then you’re targeting individual
needs and you’re differentiating. And so
that’s where a bulk of our learning gains
come from and that’s where we had the
most gains - in the bottom quartile for ELA
(English Language Arts) we went to 92%,
which is crazy!”

And finally, Principal Johnson made sure
to focus on data: “From the beginning,
my teachers knew who their students
were; they knew where they were at when
they came in, where their needs and
where their strengths were. We focused
our collaborative planning sessions
around using our data and our formative
assessments. Are students getting it?
Who is getting it and who isn’t? Where
are they struggling? What do I need to
re-teach? Where do I need to support
more? And what do we need to change
or tweak? So, we really let data drive our
instruction and our decisions.”
Asked what this achievement means for
her students, Principal Johnson reflected
for a moment. “For Palm View, number
one, helping our students understand that
they can be successful, and that failure is
not final. We learn from our mistakes. We
want students to know that they can be
successful, and we want them to come to
school and love learning. We want them to
be lifelong learners. That’s huge.”
“Proficiency is something we’re striving
towards. But at the same time, you don’t
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want to take a student who is significantly
behind and say, ‘If you’re not proficient
tomorrow, you’ve failed. You’re done.’ It’s
all about the growth and the goal setting,”
she continued. “We want our students to
be responsible for their own learning and
we want them to set goals and problemsolve and grow towards their success.”
Upon starting the school year with this
tremendous news, Principal Johnson was
careful to remember that their journey was
not complete. She added: “Obviously, we
want to maintain the course; we don’t want
to fall back. Especially this year, adding
sixth grade! We have to make sure that
we bring what we found successful last
year to sixth grade this year.”
That’s right, Palm View is not only
achieving – they’re growing! The school
has added sixth grade students to their
campus this year. And they expect to
have seventh and eighth grade students
on campus within the next two years –
growing their campus to a full elementary
and middle school student body.
But that’s not the only addition to the
Palm View campus this year. Palm View
has also launched the “Woz Career
Pathways” program – making it the first
school in Florida to implement the full
program, which will eventually (with
the addition of the seventh and eighth
grade students) offer instruction to all
Kindergarten through eighth grade
students at the school.
Sixth grade instructor Neirda Lafontant
b ro u g ht h e r b a c kg ro u n d i n c i v i l
engineering to Palm View this year to
work with students on STEAM learning.
Her excitement was palpable as she
discussed the program: “The Woz
program was brought about by Steve
Wozniak, the co-founder of Apple. He felt
the need to give hands-on experience
to kids in the fields of STEAM – science,
technology, engineering, arts, and
mathematics - in the hopes that he would
plant the seed and they would pursue
those in-demand careers in the future.”
Woz Career Pathways currently
incorporates instruction in five STEAMbased areas (or “Pathways”): engineering
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design process, coding, drone technology,
cyber security, and mobile development.
As students complete the pathways, there
are other pathways for them to explore,
which are designed by level based on the
student’s grade. The program is planning
to add additional Pathway focus areas
such as data science, animation, and
artificial intelligence in the coming years.
Current Palm View Kindergarteners will be
among the first in the nation to complete
the full program. Current 6th graders
will be among the first to complete the
full middle school program. The Palm
View instructors and leadership team
expect this to be a great resume builder
and career development experience
for the students. Woz Career Pathways
students are able to work with high-tech
equipment – such as 3D printers, coding
Ozobots and Spheros, manufacturing
robotics, and more – in an explorative and
instructive hands-on environment.
The program is also expected to be a great
source for future students of Manatee
Technical College’s skilled workforce
programs. Principal Johnson notes: “The
business world is snatching those kids up
before they’ve even completed the MTC
program! Now we’re starting even earlier,
so hopefully students will recognize that
this is something they’re interested in and
pursue it.”
Ms. Lafontant explained that their first year
in the program is all about learning and
growing: “For this year, we’re seeing how
the kids take to the program and trying
to figure out how to make it as complete,
as enjoyable and as understandable as
possible for the kids, so that not only do
they want to come back for the next level,
but so that they’re telling their friends and
they want to come and do it, as well. So
that it thrives.”
Principal Johnson added: “The learning of
the engineering process is the foundation.
Then on the academic side, I need
students to be proficient readers; I need
students to be successful and college

career ready. When we think about
the content that they’re learning: how
can we integrate that into their core
math? Into their language arts? Into
their core science and world history?
You accomplish a lot by plugging into
something that interests them, but also
something that is going to prepare them
for the business world… which impacts
the community! And that’s what we want

to do, too – we want to strengthen our
community.”
“We’ll be bringing in guest speakers
from the community and beyond; the
students will be taking field trips; we’ll be
doing competitions…” Principal Johnson
continued. “We fully expect to expose our
students to everything that other middle
schools and high schools are doing.”

• Palm View’s WOZ Career Pathways teachers and leadership staff will attend a Woz ED Conference in October. Woz ED
staff will then help Palm View host two Family STEAM Nights this year – one in the Fall and one in the Spring semester.
To learn more about the Woz Career Pathways program, visit www.WozEd.com.
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DOORS OPEN AT

DR. MONA JAIN
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MIDDLE SCHOOL!
FUN FACTS ABOUT MJM…
•

There are approximately 310,500 person-hours of work that
were done on site. That is equal to one person working full
time for 149 years!

•

The skeleton of this building is made of concrete in the
foundation, beams, and columns. Structural steel, concrete
block, and a brick exterior make up the above grade
structure. So, of those:
-- A cubic yard is 3’ x 3’ x 3’. There are 4,000 cubic yards of
concrete in this structure.
-- There are 194,791 concrete blocks. Those are 8x8x16.
-- There are 188,584 bricks. Those are 4x4x12.
-- There are 305 tons of structural steel and 229 tons of
rebar. The structural steel is all above grade. The rebar is
what reinforces the concrete. Combined, that is just over
1 million pounds of steel.
-- You remember cubic yards – 3’x3’x3’? We enlarged the
pond and excavated over 90,000 cubic yards of dirt that
were spread around the site to create the grades and
make all the stormwater flow.
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We are proud to support those who nourish

because when great life lessons
are learned, great lives are lived.
Congratulations and best wishes.

Nourishing communities.
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Save The Date!
“BRAIN MATTERS”
An International
Documentary
with a Local
“Our brains
may change
several times
during our
lifespan, but
our brain
only gets
built once.”
BRAIN MATTERS

C

alling all parents,
grandparents, caregivers,
and friends! The Suncoast
Campaign for Grade-Level Reading is super
excited to present official screenings of the new
documentary film “BRAIN MATTERS” to our region.
In the film, Director Carlota Nelson travels
the world - including Sarasota - to interview
scientists, psychologists, and other early
childhood development experts to reveal the essential factors which go into helping
young children thrive.
Together, we will learn how to positively influence our children’s brain architecture
through family engagement and positive learning experiences, to prepare their minds
for future opportunities.

Manatee County

Tuesday, November 12
from 4:00pm - 6:30pm
Manatee Community Foundation

Sarasota County

Saturday, November 9
from 10:00am-12:30pm
USFSM Selby Auditorium

DeSoto County

Friday, November 15
from 4:00pm-6:30pm
or Saturday, November 16
from 10:00am-12:30pm
South Florida State College,
DeSoto Campus

Tentative:

Charlotte County
Tuesday, November 19
from 4:00pm-6:30pm
First United Methodist Church,
Punta Gorda

Dates and times for this 72-minute documentary have been confirmed in Manatee,
Sarasota, and Desoto counties.
• Visit SCGLR’s Facebook page for updates as more information about these meaningful events unfold.  
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Put the

FUN

in Learning!

T

his past summer, thousands of children of all ages and
reading levels participated in the Suncoast Summer
Reading Challenge.

Each week, at 97 different locations, volunteers, staff members,
parents, and SCGLR engagement team members, worked
joyfully to help instill a passion for reading in Manatee, Sarasota,
Charlotte, and DeSoto counties.

•
•

In total, 8,709 children participated - a 60% increase over
2018.
Of those 8,709 children, 6,876 read six or more books - a
40% increase over 2018!

How many books did 8,709 kids actually read this summer?
Drum roll please....
• 198,570 Books - a 57% increase over 2018!

The Suncoast Summer Reading Challenge was successful
due to the efforts of many people at each location thinking of
creative ways to engage children to read. A good example of
that kind of creative thinking came from teachers at Glenallen
Elementary School’s Summer Learning Academy. They raised
the bar on creative fun by building an indoor campsite, providing
the children a reading adventure.
As parents, grandparents, and caregivers, you are your child’s
first and best teacher. Start young and encourage them to
develop a love for learning. For example, in your home, try
building a fort with your little ones. Snuggle up, grab a flashlight
and a book, then read together.
It’s special moments like this that build solid reading habits and
the best kind of memories!
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We’re creating
something special.

Passing on traditions and sharing memories are what makes a house a home.
Nowhere but here can you blend life and style beautifully, on your terms, and
unique to your family. Family-owned and locally rooted with an alliance of
nearly 700 agents, we’re dedicated to one goal: Helping you achieve yours.

Nowhere but here.

MICHAELSAUNDERS.COM | 888.552.5228
Licensed Real Estate Broker

OB/GYN

PEDIATRICS

EDGAR H. PRICE, JR. FAMILY AND CHILDREN
HEALTHCARE CENTER
941-776-4050

EDGAR H. PRICE, JR. FAMILY AND CHILDREN
HEALTHCARE CENTER
941-776-4050

RIVER LANDINGS OB/GYN
941-316-8200

LAWTON CHILES CHILDREN AND FAMILY
HEALTHCARE CENTER
941-708-8600

WEST MANATEE HEALTH CENTER
941-714-7150

DENTAL
EAST MANATEE HEALTH AND WELLNESS
CENTER
941-708-8710

MANATEE PEDIATRICS
941-748-4602
SOUTH MANATEE PEDIATRICS
941-210-7942
WHOLE CHILD PEDIATRICS
941-366-2273

LAWTON CHILES CHILDREN AND FAMILY
HEALTHCARE CENTER
941-708-7607

941-776-4000 | mcr.health

For Patient Comfort and
Precise, Deeper Imaging,
the Breast Health Center Is
Pleased to Offer
the Hologic Genius Clarity HD highresolution 3D Mammography Imaging
Technology with the new SmartCurve™
breast stabilization system. It is the only
FDA-approved system that provides
enhanced comfort, even for women with
dense breasts.*

Other Comprehensive
Services Include:
• Breast Ultrasound
• Breast MRI
• Computer-Aided
Detection (CAD)
• 3D Stereotactic
Breast Biopsy

• Wire-Free Breast
Mass Localization
• Professional Breast Health
Navigation Services to
provide personalized
guidance for breast
cancer patients,
their loved ones and
high-risk individuals

Call 941.782.2264 to schedule an appointment.
NEW LOCATION
8340 Lakewood Ranch Boulevard
Suite 160
Lakewood Ranch, FL 34202
Our new location is conveniently located
in Medical Office Building One on
the Lakewood Ranch Medical Center
Campus, next to the hospital

Connect with us!
lakewoodranchmedicalcenter.com
*Smith, A. Improving Patient Comfort in Mammography. Hologic WP-00119 REV 003 (2017)
With limited exceptions, physicians are independent practitioners who are not employees or agents of Lakewood Ranch Medical
Center. For language assistance, disability accommodations and the non-discrimination notice, visit our website. 190553-0567 9/9

