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HOUSING
KINDNESS
MSC Foundation Is On The Move For Local Charities
WORDS: Amy Bell
PICTURES: Whitney Patton

M

ichael Saunders & Company is most well-known for
providing top-notch real estate services for homebuyers
and sellers - but the company is also on the move
for local non-profits. Nine years ago, the Michael Saunders &
Company developed a corporate philosophy of giving back to
the communities where its agents live and work. The company
was on a mission to expand its legacy of philanthropy and
involve agents and staff at every level of giving. Thus, the MSC
Foundation was born.
“In listening to the passions of our associates, we realized how
many were already involved in local organizations,” recalls
Drayton Saunders, President of Michael Saunders & Company
and Vice President of the MSC Foundation. “We knew we wanted
to be locally focused, so we could help people right here in our
community. So, that was the beginning of the Foundation in
2011.” He says the Foundation decided to focus on community

organizations that offer shelter, sustenance, education, and a
path to self-sufficiency.
When the Foundation was first established, Drayton never could
have predicted just how successful it would be. “We didn’t know
how much participation we’d get from our agents, and we’ve been
thrilled to see the incredible response,” he says.
Since launching in 2011, the MSC Foundation has provided
$731,540 to 195 organizations across Manatee, Sarasota,
and Charlotte Counties - from youth and family services to
underserved arts and literacy programs. The goal for the
Foundation is to reach $1 million in grant funds by 2020 to
celebrate its 10th year.
“We are proud of our team of agents and staff who give both time
and resources to the communities we serve on the Gulf Coast,”
Drayton enthuses.
9

Generosity & Collabor ation
Through the generosity of MSC agents who voluntarily donate
a portion of their real estate commission on each transaction,
as well as staff who contribute throughout the year, the MSC
Foundation has the ability to fund grants for an array of local
organizations. However, the Foundation’s contributions go
far beyond financial donations. Many of the company’s team
members donate hundreds of volunteer hours each year spending time serving on boards and in the trenches.
The MSC Foundation completed its year-end grant distribution
cycle in mid-January 2019, providing 51 non-profit organizations
throughout the Manatee, Sarasota, and Charlotte Counties with
a total of $59,200.
With contributions from the more than 650 agents and 120
employees, grants were distributed to representatives of each
non-profit at the brokerage’s Lakewood Ranch office. During
this annual event, Drayton says he is always inspired to see the
collaboration between local charities.
“When we bring all the charities together once a year, we have
them talk a little about what they do,” he explains. “After the
10

meeting, you’d think they’d all grab their checks and run out the
door because they have busy schedules. But instead, they start
to make connections with each other. There are groups that relate
to similar work and groups that relate to similar audiences but do
different things. It’s an unintended benefit, and it’s really enjoyable
to see these non-profits find ways to collaborate. I appreciate that
we can bring people together who wouldn’t have an excuse to
get in a room together once a year and get to know each other.”
In 2019, the Foundation added several new organizations to their
giving list, including Lemon Bay High School, Sarasota Boxing
Club, Step Up Suncoast, and Wobbly Feet Foundation.
Since it was founded in 2011, the MSC Foundation has
supported a lengthy list of local charities, including Anna
Maria Community Center, Inc., Boys and Girls Club of Manatee
County, Early Learning Coalition of Manatee County, Feeding
Empty Little Tummies of Manatee, We Care Manatee, Women’s
Resource Center of Manatee, Sertoma Club of Bradenton,
Mote Marine Laboratory, HOPE Family Services, Jewish Family
and Children’s Services of Sarasota-Manatee, Just for Girls
Academy, Manatee County Habitat for Humanity, Southeastern
Guide Dogs, and countless others.

Agents and employees who wish to participate have the option of
giving by way of their salary, sales commission or through onetime donations throughout each cycle. They can then nominate
organizations to the Board of Directors that oversees the dayto-day management of the Foundation and reviews donation
requests. When a Michael Saunders & Company agent donates
following a real estate transaction, the customer receives a letter
to inform the donation was made on their behalf.
“The MSC Foundation and its commitment to utilizing a strong
network of community-minded professionals to enact positive
change is a true representation of the core values at Michael
Saunders & Company,” says Drayton. “I’m amazed not only by
the passion of people who have dedicated their volunteer time but also by those organizations who have dedicated their entire
lives to making a really important difference.”

The Gift of Giving
When asked about the most rewarding part of working with the
Foundation, Drayton says it’s the true stories about real people
who benefit from these charities. “When you work with these
charities, you hear stories you would never otherwise hear,” he

explains. “It reminds you of what’s really important. It’s easy
to overlook in a busy life that there is a lot of need around us.
Particularly in real estate, we often drive around and see the best
parts of the community - but there is a lot of need.”
He adds that the MSC Foundation is focused on supporting
local organizations that often slip under the radar. “As much as
I appreciate the national organizations, people are well aware
of those efforts,” he points out. “What isn’t always on the radar
is what happens in the community, those smaller organizations
that do really important work. They aren’t going to make the
front page of the newspaper, and they aren’t funded nationally.”
This is where MSC agents can help by spreading the word and
garnering support for these local organizations.
While many of Michael Saunders & Company’s agents were
already dedicated to giving back, Drayton believes the MSC
Foundation takes generosity to a new level. “When you make giving
part of your philosophy, it has a cumulative effect,” he emphasizes.
“It’s the commitment to make this part of our culture in a formal
way and be a part of the community. It has been exciting for me
to see the synergy of the process. And without our team giving,
it wouldn’t happen. I’m really proud of my team.”
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Bring Your

PARTY TO LIFE!
• Packages for 15 to 40 or more guests
• All day fun for the whole family
• Food included
• Recognition at animal shows
• Animal interactions
• Reserved seating area
For more information, visit our website or call 941-355-1112 ext. 307

SarasotaJungleGardens.com
®
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3701 Bay Shore Road • Sarasota, FL 34234

No child
should grieve
alone

The loss of a parent or sibling forever changes the life of a child,
placing him or her at a higher risk of depression and anxiety that
can lead to self-destructive behaviors.
The Blue Butterfly Family Grief Center is a Tidewell Hospice
program that helps grieving children and teens, ages 5-18,
through peer-support groups and activities. Under the guidance
of trained grief specialists, the free sessions bring children
together with others who are experiencing the loneliness,
sadness, anger and guilt that accompany grief.

“It’s the butterfly
effect: we’re
transforming our
grief into healing
and then we go
help someone else
with theirs.”
– Spencer, 13

If you know someone who could benefit from the grief
support Blue Butterfly provides, contact Danielle Visone at
941-894-1752 or dvisone@tidewell.org. Or learn more
by visiting tidewellhospice.org/bluebutterfly.

Blue Butterfly
FA M I LY G R I E F C E N T E R
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A Vision For All Of
Manatee’s Children…

WORDS: Bre Jones Mulock
PICTURES: Whitney Patton

T

he bustle of Dr. Michael Mackie’s
morning had already roared into
full throttle several years ago as he
popped in and out of exam rooms caring
for patients seeking treatment from a
kaleidoscope of ocular diseases to dry
eyes. While focused on his intense daily
juggle, an unexpected visitor breezed
through the doors at Eye Center Inc.,
baring a beautiful gift that served as a
heart-warmer and eye-opener for this
Bradenton optometrist.
Head nurse for the School District of
Manatee County at the time, Sue Troxler
placed a thick scrapbook before him.
Carefully flipping the pages as if it was
a coveted book revealing a vital story,
Mackie, who practices alongside his
wife and fellow optometrist Dr. Sarah
Mackie, smiled as years of charitable
work unfolded before him.
Pictures of underprivileged Manatee
County children sporting glasses and
wide, toothy grins stared back at him.
Thoughtful, hand-written thank-you notes
from these kids adorned the pages.
Without the Mackies’ in-kind eye exams
and glasses, these students might still be
fidgeting at their desks struggling to see
the board – struggling to learn and grasp
opportunity.
“After seeing this scrapbook, Sarah and I
looked at each other and realized we were
making a difference in our community, but
we also realized we could make it better,”
said Michael Mackie, a Bradenton native
who knows the local waterways like the
back of his hand. “This book inspired us
to do more. What started as giving back
to our community growing in an organic
way, evolved into something better.”

Passionate about helping others, especially
children who might not otherwise be able
to afford the treatment they need, the
Mackies created the Eye Center Inc. Vision
Foundation, a non-profit organization
committed to providing eye care and
glasses to underprivileged Manatee
County children. In addition, the Vision
Foundation provides free glasses to
Turning Points, whose mission is to provide,
coordinate, and facilitate services to the
homeless and those at risk of becoming
homeless throughout Manatee County.
With eye-catching statistics from the state,
the Vision Foundation helps fill a desperate
void in the community. According to a
report released by the Florida Department
of Health in 2017, a large number of
students who fail vision-screening tests in
Sarasota and Manatee counties continue
to miss critical information and squint to
see the board.

Nearly 75 percent of the roughly 800
Manatee County students who need eye
care continue to attend class without
glasses or with outdated prescriptions,
the report states. While two state-funded
programs – Florida Heiken Children’s
Vision Program and Florida’s Vision Quest
– help get glasses to children in need,
they only serve uninsured students.
“We realized there was a need and we
could make a real impact if we started
a foundation to take it to the next level,”
said Michael Mackie who admits Sarah is
the real workhorse behind the foundation.
“We see a number of children each year
who need more than what we can give
them. Sometimes they need surgery and
need to see a specialist. The Foundation
helps offset the costs for them.”
A teenager recently absorbed the shock
of a cataracts diagnosis and needed

Dr. Sarah Mackie, Dr. Madison Easterling, Dr. Paige Laudicina, and Dr. Brad Laudicina
along with a PACE Center For Girls student supporting PACE.
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a crucial, but costly cataracts surgery
that would have weighed a heav y
financial burden on the family. The Vision
Foundation secured funding for not only
the surgery, but also related medical
expenses including follow-up care at no
cost to the family.

charity. “We have found that many of the
specialists we work with don’t even bill us
for their services,” said Sarah Mackie, a
North Carolina native who relishes long
runs through Emerson Preserve and
cheering on UNC basketball. “Many just
give from the heart.”

The Mackies have observed an amazing
power of giving and a domino effect of

They don’t really know which kids
scattered across Manatee County schools

are truly in need of their in-kind services
and rely heavily on the people who do:
school nurses.
“The nurses are the ones who really know
the kids,” said Michael Mackie. “They
know who is in need. They know the
families. We give them vouchers for our
services to then disperse to those they feel
can really use them. We let them do all the
vetting. And then it is no questions asked
– no questions asked at all on our end.”
Often clues a child might need an eye
exam lie in poor performance at school.
Spearheading a three-year pilot program
analyzing the relationship between vision
and reading scores in Baltimore schools
in 2017, Professor Robert Slavin of John
Hopkins University’s School of Education
and his team discovered remarkable
increases in scores for students who
received needed glasses.
“If you can’t see, you can’t learn,” said
Sarah Mackie. “And if you can’t learn,
you may act out with disruptive behavior.
So many kids have many issues on their
plates that we can’t fix. This is one we
can. Nobody wants to see a kid suffer.”
Drawn to kids like a high school student
who resorted to snapping pictures of
the board, so he could review it later
because he needed glasses, the Mackie’s
discovered this young man was also
struggling to play his beloved game:
soccer. Through the Vision Foundation,
the couple not only got him a set of
glasses for school, but also sport goggles
for the field.

Dr. Michael Mackie, Dr. Doug Black, and Eye Center, Inc staff cooking and the Parrish
Chili Cook-off

Dr. Doug Black, Dr. Michael Mackie, Dr. Sarah Mackie, Dr. Brad Laudicina,
Dr Paige Laudicina, and Dr. Madison Easterling at the Manatee County CCA Banquet
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When the Mackies are not advocating for
their community or seeing patients, they
seize the opportunity to detach from the
city hustle and embrace the outdoors with
their two elementary-aged daughters.
Escaping to their cabin home on Lake
Okeechobee, they leave behind phones,
Wi-Fi, and antennae and gain jigsaw
puzzles boasting thousands of pieces,
gator watching, airboat rides, and intense
family matches of Monopoly.
“If we have to stop a Monopoly game,
we’ve been known to take a picture of
the board, so we can continue the next
time,” said Michael Mackie with a chuckle.
Bonding extends to friends and neighbors
at the lake home where the Mackies
famously fly in 50 pounds of crawfish from
Louisiana for crawfish boils.

“One daughter will eat them until her lips
are cracked and burning,” said Michael
Mackie who also carves out fishing and
snow skiing trips for his family. “The other
daughter won’t touch them.”
When Mondays (the Mackies’ day off
from work) roll around, you’ll probably find
Michael Mackie in the kitchen by 2 p.m.,
flipping through a cookbook and mapping
out a culinary adventure. Barbeque,
black-eyed peas, and collard greens.
Spanish food and Cajun food. Welcoming
scents from sizzling recipes permeate
the house while the family chef works his
magic and creative outlet to craft a meal
the family can gather around.
“Lasagna is a family favorite,” said Sarah
Mackie, her chocolate-brown eyes smiling.
“I’m there to offer support and taste testing
and keep company.” Sarah Mackie, who
has an identical twin sister, finds peace
and renewed energy through running. She
has tackled half-marathon races alongside
her sister and often takes her passion
outside, discovering meandering routes
through nature while contemplating.

Girls, and the Bradenton Yacht Club.
In addition, Michael Mackie recently
wrapped up a six-year term serving on the
board of trustees for the Bishop Museum
of Science and Nature, and he is currently
chairman of the Manatee County chapter
of Ducks Unlimited.
Sarah Mackie adds their daughters have
grown up watching the community pour
support into the Vision Foundation, which
thrives on generous donors and their
yearly fundraiser, Beertopia. Unfolding
annually in February, Beertopia invites
local restaurants to pair cuisine with craft
beer and wine to raise money for the
foundation. Live music, a silent auction,
and raffle items fill the night.
“It’s a really great time,” said Sarah Mackie
who explained all six doctors at Eye Center

Inc. support and help with the Vision
Foundation. “We have a lot of fun raising
money for the children of Manatee County.”
For the Mackies, every smile they share
with a child who can suddenly see better
and perform better at school keeps
them driving to strengthen the Vision
Foundation. Walking through the halls
of their own kids’ school on a recent
morning, a teacher bee-lined for Sarah
Mackie and enthusiastically waved her
down to thank her for helping a little boy
at the school get much needed glasses.
“The teacher told me he was a new kid,”
Sarah Mackie said. “She said he had a
new swagger, a new confidence about
him. It’s not a big story to share, but it
really stands out to me. This is the reason
why we do what we do.”

Through example, she hopes her daughters
will cultivate a deep-rooted drive to give
back to their community. “I think they see
it as the normal to give back,” she said.
“My dad always wanted to instill in his girls
manners, respect, and philanthropy. I hope
to instill this in our girls.”
Between the two, Michael and Sarah
Mackie have worked tirelessly on a
long and breathless list of organizations
including: Big Brothers and Big Sisters,
Hope Family Services, the Junior League
of Manatee County, Coastal Conservation
Association of Manatee County, Just For

Drs. Michael and Sarah Mackie at the
unveiling of the Bishop Museum of
Science and Nature

Dr. Michael Mackie receiving and award
from Adam Putnam, CEO of Ducks
Unlimited, for 20 Years of Volunteer
Service and for being a Top 5 Ducks
Unlimited Chapter in the state of Florida
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Community Champion's
PICTURES: Wendy Dewhurst

Ball

Manatee Family YMCA

New Service!
Obstetrics and Gynecology
Bradenton Cardiology Center
Advanced cardiac testing and
treatment options
bradentoncardiology.com

Manatee Primary Care
Associates
Pediatric and Adult Medicine
manateeprimarycare.com

Bradenton Neurology
Treats disorders of the
nervous system
manateephysicianalliance.com

Doctors of Manatee
Primary care from
pediatrics to geriatrics
drsofmanatee.com

Manatee Surgical Alliance
General, Endocrine &
Breast surgery
manateesurgicalalliance.com

Lakewood Ranch Medical Group
Primary care for family members
ages 12 to adults
New Service!
Obstetrics and Gynecology
lpaprimarycare.com

Manatee Weight Loss Center
Surgical and non-surgical
alternatives for weight loss
msaweightloss.com
North River Family Health Center
Primary care services for all ages
northriverfamilyhealthcenter.com

Lakewood Ranch Primary Care Rye Road
Treats acute and chronic
medical conditions.
lparyeroad.com

Urgent Care Centers
Open 7 days a week - Three Locations
manateeurgentcare.com

Proud to be affiliated with:

With limited exceptions, physicians are not employees or agents of this hospital.
.For language assistance, disability accommodations and the non-discrimination notice, visit our website.
190460-0153 6/19
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A Guide To New Possibilities…
cane, I might hit something; but with the
dog, he stopped, and I realized, ‘I can go
around this.’ I realized I could rely on the
dog and I wouldn’t fall down.”
Annabell, who hopes someday to become
a world-traveling anthropologist, has
since applied to return to Southeastern
Guide Dogs to be matched with a guide
dog of her own.
Many parents shed a tear watching their
teen bond with a dog, and experience
walking about holding the harness for
the first time. Witnessing their child’s joy
as they were led safely around obstacles
and across streets opened a world of
possibilities for these families. Parents
also had the chance to walk with a trainer
and guide dog under blindfold, navigating
in the darkness, and feeling what it’s like
to put your faith and trust in a superhero
guide dog.

Annabell tries out walking with Rocky and trainer Karin Watson.

WORDS: Ruth Lando

F

or teens aged 14-17 with visual
impairments, there’s a new camp
opportunity available at Southeastern
Guide Dogs that will one day lead
them to greater mobility, dignity, and
independence.
Now that the minimum age for a guide
dog has been lowered from 18 to 15,
eligible young people can bring their
parents to a fun and educational two-day,
one-night, experience on the campus
in Palmetto at no cost. The first camp
session took place back in March, during
which six teens and their parents learned
about the ins-and-outs of getting a guide
dog, while rooming in their own private,
comfortable, hotel-like accommodations,
and enjoying three meals a day.

22

Trainers and operations staff offered a
kind of “Guide Dogs 101,” introducing
families to the reality of working with a
dog in harness, plus caring for a large
canine and all the responsibilities of
being a handler. Over the two days,
activities included training protocols,
grooming, obedience, dog massage,
and playtime. Parents were also informed
about the cost of having a guide dog, and
what to expect for their children.
“I’ve always been excited to get a guide
dog, and I think this will really help me
push to get one—this has had a positive
effect on my life,” said 14-year-old
Annabell, who hails from South Carolina.
“It felt like I could trust the dog more than
just myself with my white cane. With the

To qualify, campers must be either
currently enrolled in Orientation & Mobility
training with a white cane or have already
completed it. Katie Perez, manager of
programs for children & teens, was thrilled
with the inaugural Guide Dog Camp. She
said: “To have the opportunity to witness
the rapid transformation in these teens as
they walked with our trained guide dogs
for the first time is an experience I will
never forget.
“Tentative steps turned into confident
strides as they picked up the harness
handle for the first time and allowed our
guide dogs to show them that a life with
more confidence and independence can,
quite literally, be right at their fingertips
when they are ready.”
Some of the feedback received from
teens and parents stated:

• “The facilities are so nice; not what
•
•
•
•

I was expecting when you say
camp.”
“I loved the obstacle course with a
guide dog. I want to do it again.”
“I loved the blindfold walk; it gave
me a perspective of what it will be
like for my child.”
“I want to come back and work here.”
“The pace of the agenda was
perfect, we could stay longer.”

• Southeastern Guide Dogs provides all its services at no charge and relies upon the generosity of individual donors, corporate
partners, and foundations for support. Thanks to philanthropic gifts, Guide Dog Camp will be offered quarterly. To apply, go to:
https://www.guidedogs.org/youth-guide-dog/.

I’m Tired…
Last night, I fell asleep with my little one and slept there all night
long. I woke up once, determined that I was just too exhausted
to move and decided that sleeping with an octopus-like fouryear-old was the best course of action.

things give me some sanity. But, I’ve always prided myself on
“keeping it all together,” and recently, I feel like a lot fell apart. I
procrastinated, a lot, a lot, laundry was not done when it should
be, milk expired, my husband had to run to Target at 9:30pm
when we realized we did not have bread for lunches the next day.

This was not the first time this has happened. I’d say this happens
about four nights a week, every week, for the last three months.
Meaning that on top of normal motherhood exhaustion, I’m even
more tired because: 1) I’m not sleeping in my bed; 2) I’m being
slapped in the face/stomach/chest/legs at any given time during
the night; and 3) I’m getting older (ahem, 40), and I wake up in
total pain because my bed supports my back, my hips, and my
neck way better than the boys’ beds do. (Note: a month ago,
I had a hormone check-up to see where things were after my
first check 18 months ago. It shouldn’t come as a surprise when
the nurse practitioner looked at my hormone results, looked at
me, and said, “You’re not sleeping. And, you’re stressed out.”)

And, you know what? We survived. Some of it was messy at
times, but we all survived. It does not mean that I do not have
goals to get it together this school year. However, I think it’s
important to see and understand that life has cycles for every
person and every family. That sometimes you have it all together,
and sometimes you don’t.
That it’s okay to ask for help, and to lean on some of those
services that can help make life better (ahem, can you say Target
subscriptions….which is the only way we manage to always have
paper towels, toilet paper, and paper plates that never run out!)
Essentially, if you’re reading this and are like, “Wait, she’s writing
about my life!” … you’re not alone.

So, I’m tired. And I wake up every day with my head buzzing
between, “Is today a preschool day?,” “What’s the first thing I need
to get done at work today?,” “Do the boys have clean uniforms?”
and “What is going on tonight for the boys?” Besides this every
day early morning panic, I feel like I can honestly say that this
year has run me more ragged than normal.

As the new school year is starting, know that every single person
is going through their own stuff. Even when you are sitting next
to another mom at work, at play group, or at the doctor’s office
and she looks like she has it all together, she likely is feeling just
like you. That some days you will feel
like you are killing it in your mom life,
and that there will be days when you
feel like you are not. But do you know
what I’ve learned? My boys don’t know
the difference. They see a mama who
loves them, hugs them, loves her job, is
proud of her work, and is working every
day to help them become the great little
men they are becoming.

Start of School 2019…

I can’t point to any one specific thing that is making me more
tired, but it’s a combination of all of those things that are just
my life as a busy mom of two young boys, who works full-time
outside of the home, whose husband has a totally demanding
job, runs her own side hustle business, and is PTO president.
I’ve always been a busy-body. I have always said “yes.” But this
year something has opened my eyes. Life is packed. In addition,
while I have tried to keep it all together, I have not.
I love the paper planner life, meaning I like to write things down
- on paper! It helps keep my life and to-do lists together. I
meal plan two weeks at a time (which is my saving grace). Both

WORDS: Ashley Murcia, ReNest
(restneststudio.com)

• If you are feeling overwhelmed, you can always connect with Women’s Resource Center at 941-256-9721 or www.mywrc.org
23

EXPAND

your mind at
The Bishop Museum of
Science and Nature

Blast off. Dive deep. Be curious.
From a microscopic cell to
a far away galaxy, we are all
connected to each other, the
cosmos, and the world around
us. Fun and learning await at…

www.BishopScience.org
201 10th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34205

*Up to four (4) admissions. Not valid with any other
discounts or special offers. Expires 12/31/2019

$1 off admission

MINOR INJURY OR ILLNESS?
No Appointment Necessary
Just Walk In
Three Convenient Locations
Open 7 Days a Week
4647 Manatee Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34209
941.745.5999

You'll feel like family at

Annn Marii Oyster Bar
Visit us online for menu, specials, location info,
& more at OysterBar.net
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LANDSIDE
6906 14th Street West
941.758.7880

CORTEZ
6696 Cortez Road
941.792.0077

ELLENTON
1525 51st Avenue East
941.721.7773

BRIDGE STREET PIER
Bradenton Beach
941.778.AMOB (2662)

9908 State Road 64 East
Bradenton, FL 34212
941.747.8600

6272 Lake Osprey Drive
Sarasota, FL 34240
941.907.2800

manateeurgentcare.com
Proud to be affiliated with Manatee Memorial Hospital and Lakewood Ranch Medical Center
Member of Manatee Physician Alliance
For language assistance, disability accommodations and the non-discrimination notice, visit our website.
Most insurance accepted. 190460-0159 6/19

Be a Hero.
Be a Foster Parent.

“My community has been
good to me, so I make a
point to give back to it.”
More than 2 decades of community service with 12
Local organizations and 6 years as a Realtor®
with leading independent and local brokerage
Michael Saunders & Company.

I Am Local.
Contact me for all of your real estate needs.

Loving families needed
for sibling groups and
school age children.

941-404-0079
safechildrencoalition.org

941.920.4573

jaymiecarter@michaelsaunders.com
jaymiecarter.michaelsaunders.com
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There aren’t a lot of
places quite like here.

When it’s time for more space or relocating near a top-rated school, choose the locally-known
company that’s best at helping families reach milestones in our little corner of the world.

Nowhere but here.

ANNA MARIA ISLAND | BRADENTON | IMG ACADEMY | LAKEWOOD RANCH

Licensed Real Estate Broker

MICHAELSAUNDERS.COM | 888.552.5228

Welcome to the

2019-2020 School Year!

First Family of
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Frozen Custard
WORDS: Kara Chalmers
PICTURES: Whitney Patton

M

ore than 20 years ago, Mike
Osmond moved to Bradenton,
without a job but with a great
idea. He’d been working in construction
in North Carolina when his then-boss
asked him to return to Pennsylvania for
work. Osmond declined - Pennsylvania
was too cold, he thought - and instead
quit his job and moved to Bradenton,
where his father, Jim, was living.
His plan: to open a restaurant similar to
a place he frequented in Raleigh, NC
- a place he appreciated for its simple
menu and “really good frozen custard
ice cream.” He described the place to
his father.
“My dad and I sat there and thought,
‘We could do something like this in
Bradenton.’” The two picked the name SweetBerries - because they knew they
wanted the menu to feature berries. “And
frozen custard is sweet,” Osmond added.

Osmond found a location for his eatery
- a former paint store. He had to
completely renovate the space, but his
construction background helped with
that, he said. However, neither he - nor
anyone in his family - had ever worked
in the restaurant business.
“It was totally a family business,” Osmond
said, adding that it would never have
been successful without the input of
his father, his grandmother Gert, his
wife Cindy, and his son Brandon. “They
all worked hard to make the business
a success.”
Fast forward 20 years and SweetBerries
Eatery & Frozen Custard is celebrating
its anniversary of its opening in June
1999. Osmond describes the menu as
“lunch-style,” featuring soups, salads,
and sandwiches. When he first opened
the place, though, it only offered frozen
custard. There were too many “idle

hours” so Osmond re-opened the place
as a restaurant a month later. “We’ve
never really had a bad day since,” he said.

Learning the Ropes
In addition to the Bradenton SweetBerries,
the Osmond’s own and operate two other
locations, one in Sarasota, which opened
15 years ago, and one in Gainesville,
which opened five years ago.
According to Osmond, the family’s
never been willing to compromise
on quality, citing real vanilla extract,
real chocolate chunks, fresh berries,
and but ter roasted nuts as just a
few examples of SweetBerries’ high
quality ingredients. “That’s a reason why
we’ve been around for 20 years,” he said.
“You have to do more things right than
you do wrong to be successful in the
restaurant business.”
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Also, the family did its homework. Before
opening the first SweetBerries, they
taught themselves everything there was
to know about frozen custard - defined
as a cold dessert similar to ice cream,
but with egg yolk in addition to cream
and sugar.
Frozen custards made with a slowchurn process that keeps the air out.
The resulting product’s typically denser,
creamier, and smoother than ice cream,
said Osmond.
The treat’s popular in the Midwest,
particularly in Missouri and Wisconsin,
but was somewhat unknown in Florida 20
years ago. So, the entire family traveled to
St. Louis, MO to sample the famous Ted
Drewes Frozen Custard (and watched
the frozen custard-making process
from outside the windows, taking notes).
Next, they traveled to Milwaukee, WI and
learned the business hands-on at Leon’s
Frozen Custard, by volunteering there
for one week. “That’s where we really
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learned how to make frozen custard,”
Osmond said.
Today, SweetBerries has its own custard
recipe. A local dairy delivers the mix each
morning. Each store houses a $40,000
machine, which churns the mix into
frozen custard. Since it’s made fresh
each day, the restaurant offers just three
flavors: vanilla, chocolate, and the flavor
of the day. Any leftovers go into quart
containers, are stored in a deep freezer,
and are sold as takeout.
Whether it’s for lunch, dinner or frozen
custard, customers order at the counter,
are given a number, and their food is
brought to them. All three restaurants
offer indoor and outdoor seating (the
Bradenton location has a wooden deck
in front and a covered patio in the back),
walk-up windows and no drive-throughs.
“So much of what we do is so fresh or
from scratch,” Osmond said, explaining
that a drive-through would take too long.

The Food
S we e t B e r r i e s i s k n ow n f o r t h e i r
sandwiches that were made famous
in cities across the United States.
There’s the New York Reuben, the New
Orleans Muffuletta, the Cape Cod Tuna,
the Philadelphia Cheese Steak, and
the Genoa Italian Sub. The Wisconsin
combines cheddar, provolone, and
Muenster cheese, grilled on white bread,
with or without fresh tomato. The Havana
Cuban is one of the restaurant’s top
sellers, as is the Kansas City Roast Beef.
“Everyone from Florida is from somewhere
else,” Osmond said, explaining his wife
Cindy’s idea to offer sandwich types
from across the country. “It’s worked
very well for us.”
Another top seller is SweetBerries’
homemade chicken salad, with chicken
breast, a hint of celery, pecans, grapes
and honey, on a croissant. Like the chicken
salad, the tuna and broccoli salads are
homemade, using family recipes.

The menu also contains gourmet hot
dogs, like the Chicago Dog - topped
with onions, tomatoes, hot peppers,
green relish, a pickle slice, celery salt,
and yellow mustard. Wraps include
a veggie wrap with lettuce, tomato,
cucumbers, mushrooms, red onions,
black olives, goat cheese, and avocado
drizzled with balsamic vinaigrette. For
salads, the top-selling Gorgonzola
Salad includes fresh greens, Gala apples, strawberries, walnuts, gorgonzola
cheese, and raspberry vinaigrette.

The Frozen Custard
Besides vanilla and chocolate, each
SweetBerries offers an additional flavor
that changes daily. You can view a
month’s worth of flavors on the calendar
at sweetberries.com. The flavors of the
day -including fruit flavors like blueberry
and peach, as well as Nutella swirl and
Osmond’s favorite, Toasted Coconut
Almond Chip - were dreamed up and
put on the menu only after a lot of
experimenting, Osmond said.
Customers can also order a concrete
- which combines a flavor and mix-ins
such as fruit, nuts, candy, syrups, and
other treats like brownie or cheesecake
chunks. The concretes are ser ved
upside down because they are so thick.
You can create your own or choose from
one of the 10 “SweetBerries Favorites”

- t i m e -te s te d c o n c r e te s l i ke t h e
SweetBerries Sunset, featuring vanilla
custard, peaches, raspberries, and
blackberries; or the Caramel Crunch,
containing vanilla custard, caramel, and
Heath bar chunks.
The Hawaiian concrete has vanilla
custard, pineapple, coconut, and
macadamia nuts, and The Chocoholic
features chocolate custard, chocolate
chips and peanut butter cups.
SweetBerries also offers shakes, malts,
floats, and eight signature sundaes,
such as the popular Boiler Maker, which
is vanilla custard topped with peanut
butter syrup, Oreos, peanuts, whipped
cream, and a cherry.
Finally, a Brownie Sundae, a Strawberry
Shortcake, and a Banana Split (three
scoops of vanilla custard topped with
chocolate syrup, pineapple, strawberries,
and peanuts, surrounded with banana
halves) are all on the menu.

Giving Back
The Osmond family gives back to the
community by helping local schools,
by advertising, and by giving teachers
discounts. Also, it holds SweetBerries
Days - days the restaurant gives a
percentage of its profits to specific
schools. For example, Palma Sola
Elementary School had three

SweetBerries Days this past school year.
The events make money for the school
and are social events.
“They allow students and their families
to have fun outside of school, with their
teachers and with classmates,” said
Heather Cherry, assistant principal at
Palma Sola. Cherry also mentioned
a sundae bar that SweetBerries set
up for teachers at the school on a
teacher appreciation day. In addition,
SweetBerries has helped the community
by providing jobs to local high school
students over the years.
“Tons of kids have worked here,” Osmond
said, including his son Brandon, who
worked at the restaurant through high
school. Some of Osmond’s previous
employees who met on the job are now
married, he said. Also, the restaurant
has hosted one wedding - of a couple
who had their first date at SweetBerries.
“It’s become kind of an institution in
Bradenton,” he said of the restaurant.
“And I’m very proud of it.”

• The Bradenton location, at 4500
Manatee Ave. West, is open 11am –
10pm Monday-Thursday, 11am - 11pm
Friday – Saturday, and noon – 10pm on
a Sunday.
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PICTURES: Whitney Patton

Green Couch
Counseling, LLC
Child, Adolescent & Family Therapy

Focusing On:

Family & Parenting Challenges
School Defiance and/or Performance Anxiety
Withdrawal and/or Depression
Behavior Management
(Anger/Attention/Hyperactivity)
Self-Esteem/
Self-Esteem/Peer
Relations/Bullying
Grief Counseling

Offering:
Sliding Payment Scale
Evening Appointments
Weekend Appointments
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manateeymca.org
941-798-9622

FREE DAY PASS

SHOW THIS AD TO THE WELCOME CENTER

OVER 100+ DIFFERENT GROUP FITNESS CLASSES, FREE CHILD WATCH,
DISCOUNTED PROGRAMS, STATE OF THE ART EQUIPMENT, YOUTH SPORTS,
FREE STRONG START PROGRAM, & MORE!
Lakewood Ranch Family YMCA
5100 Lakewood Ranch Blvd.
Lakewood Ranch, FL 34211

. PIZZA
. SPAGHETTI
. RAVIOLI
. MANICOTTI

. LASAGNA
. SUBS
. GYROS
. SALADS

Parrish Family YMCA
12214 US 301 N
Parrish, FL 34219

Bradenton Family YMCA
3805 59th St W,
Bradenton, FL 34209

. WINGS
. FRIES
. BEER
. WINE

941-758-6478
www.DemetriosPizza.com
1720 Cortez Road West . Bradenton
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DISCIPLINE
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RESPECT
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SELF ESTEEM
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Train to be your best!

HONESTY

Evening Classes and After School Martial Arts
Our next session is starting, call today
to reserve your spot!

TriumphATA.com 941.727.2883
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Thank You To
Our Sponsors:

ONE
G
AL
2019!
Building The Future Together…
WORDS & PICTURES: Jessica Schubick

T

he 2019 One Goal Summer Conference last month brought
together more than 900 early education and care providers
and leaders from around the state. The event, held in Tampa,
focused on highlighting best practices and building common
frameworks of knowledge and understanding to assist in unified
planning for young children and their families.
Conference attendees participated in formal and informal
opportunities for learning and sharing – and were able to earn
Continuing Educations Units (CEUs) for their professional
development. Benefits to attendees and their programs include
increased knowledge of local, regional and state issues,
opportunities to learn about or share information on exemplary
early education and care programs for children and their families,
and networking with key leaders in the field.
The One Goal Conference is made possible each year by early
care and education stakeholders throughout the state and country.
Their sponsorship allows this conference to be offered annually
for only $75 for 3 days of workshops, keynotes, exhibits, and
professional development opportunities.

2019 Conference Sponsors:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Association of Early Learning Coalitions
Child Development & Education Alliance
Children's Forum
Creative Center for Childhood Research & Training
Florida Association for Child Care Management
Florida Association for the Education of Young Children
Florida Children's Services Council
Florida Department of Children & Families
Florida Department of Education
Florida Department of Health
Florida Family Child Care Home Association
Florida Head Start Association
Florida Head Start State Collaboration Office
Florida Institute of Education
at University of North Florida
Florida's Office of Early Learning
Nemours Brightstart!
The Early Childhood Initiative Foundation
Training & Technical Assistance Services
at Western Kentucky University
United Way of Florida

Learn more at www.onegoalsummerconference.org/
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Miss Toni 's Journey Transformed Her Gifts
Into Her Passion

I

WORDS: Niki Richards

n 2009, after happily teaching preschool for more than a decade,
Toni Kennedy found that year to be a pivotal one in her teaching
career. While teaching at a Manatee County preschool, the NAEYC
accredited early childhood educator transformed her gift for educating
young children into a passion to bring a live arts experience right to
the heart of a preschool!
“Child development IS human development," says Toni, citing her
personal teaching philosophy. “I believe that providing young children
with developmentally appropriate arts experiences plays a vital part
in their growth. Educating
the whole child includes
experiencing performing arts."
“But this is a component
nearly always missing
from the early childhood
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education setting. My mission is to visit preschools to provide that
live theatrical experience for school readiness programs, to empower
children with information delivered in an entertaining way with the aid
of interactive games and songs, but which also supports teacher's
and parent's goals.”
Toni, a St. Petersburg, FL native, grew up the youngest of nine
children raised by a single mother in the city’s oldest public housing
development. She recalled: “One of my earliest memories was being
woken up before the sun came out. I was given a bath, hot breakfast,
and then carried in the dark and delivered to a neighbor’s house until
my mother came home from work. I’d watch a lot of game shows and
daytime soap operas, and I was privy to all the hot gossip. My neighbor
often said I was a good child, but I knew I wasn’t happy.”
Her face lights up as she recalls her first preschool experience. Toni
explained: “When I was four I was enrolled in the Head Start Preschool

Program and suddenly my days were structured, I had meaningful
interaction. Every aspect of preschool had a positive impact on me, but
the visits from the 'harpsichord lady' are especially vivid memories to
this day. She would visit our little school and we would sing and dance
to the melodic sounds of her harpsichord.”
When asked to give a title to her new career, she says: "I describe
myself first and foremost as an early childhood educator, then as an
“edutainer” and author. The tools I use to educate preschoolers are
puppets, songs, and games, and instead of reporting to one single
classroom every day, I get to entertain children in classrooms all
around Florida.”
So how did Miss Toni & The Macaroni Band come to be? Toni smiled:
“It started with a simple song, honestly. Just a little ditty to comfort a
child experiencing separation anxiety from his mommy in the middle
of the school day.”
Toni recorded an 18-track album featuring songs she’d composed to
comfort her little ones as well as help them transition from one classroom
activity to the next. She continued: “Parents started asking me for
copies of the songs because their kids loved them so much. When I
finished the album, I started getting invitations to perform, which led
to me assembling a band to perform at schools and charity events. It
all took me by surprise, but it helped solidify the creation of Miss Toni
& The Macaroni Band.”
The self-titled album is available to stream on her website as well
as iTunes, Spotify, and other major music streaming platforms. Toni
has also recently completed work on her first children’s book “In The
Morning” named after the first track on her album.
She said: “I created it as a tool to assist young children with anxiety to
understand object permanence especially as relief against separation
anxiety. I want children to have that sense of empowerment when they
engage with the book, and children learn through play, so I tried to
develop something that shows meaningful play experiences that can
inspire a child’s imagination.”

What They Said About Miss Toni

“The performance was amazing. We were looking for a performer to visit
our preschool to help educate in a developmentally appropriate manner.
We chose Miss Toni and Little Chick because she was genuine, warm,
passionate about her love for and education of young children. Little
Chick accompanied Miss Toni and she helped answer their questions
about preschool. We loved our visit, as it was interactive and comforting.
We highly recommend this performance for all little ones!!”
- Ms. Keisha – Director, Let’s Learn Early Childhood Center
“Miss Toni’s performance at our school was nothing but outstanding. From
the moment she stepped into the room the kids were drawn towards her
colorful attire, amazing personality, and fun puppet friends. Our inclusionbased programming means that at times students may have difficulties
staying engaged with an activity for an extended period. NOT with Miss
Toni; she had every student up singing, dancing and participating! Not
only was she sensitive to the needs of our school but she was able to
connect with students and staff to create a memorable performance with
a positive message. We still sing her songs and the kids always ask when
she is coming back! Thank you again!”
- Alison Thomas - The Selby Preschool & Haven Academy
“Miss Toni’s visit with us was high energy, filled with a lot of laughter. The
kids had so much fun and really enjoyed all the songs!"
- Julee Williams - WEE World Preschool
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A Child's Galaxy Preschool
4417 20th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34207
941-755-6302

Boys And Girls Club at Lincoln Memorial Middle
305 17th Street East
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-721-6840

A Growing Start Childcare Center, LLC
525 3rd Street East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-896-9750

Boys And Girls Club at Oneco Elementary
5214 22nd Street Court East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-751-7018

A Little Schoolhouse Christian Academy
11740 U.S Highway 301 North
Parrish, FL 34219
941-776-1973

Boys And Girls Club at Orange Ridge-Bullock Elementary
400 30th Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-741-3325

A Plus Growing Academy
800 10th Avenue West
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-722-0797

Boys And Girls Club Palmetto
1600 10th Street West
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-722-1268

A Readiness Learning Academy
9045 59th Avenue Circle East
Bradenton, FL 34202
941-727-9354

Boys And Girls Club at Rodgers Garden-Bullock Elementary
515 13th Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-209-7540

A Readiness Learning Academy 2
6130 SR 70 East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-752-4927

Boys And Girls Club at Southeast High
1200 37th Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-741-3366

Adventures In Learning
712 61st Street East
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-722-1816

Bradenton Christian School West
1305 43rd Street West
Bradenton, FL 34209
941-404-4491

All Gods Children Preschool
11107 Palmbrush Trail
Bradenton, FL 34202
941-739-2776

Bradenton Early Learning Academy
7700 Cortez Road West
Bradenton, FL 34210
941-216-3305

Bella Rose Learning Center
708 32nd Avenue East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-749-2800

Bright Angels Academy & Childcare, Inc.
1716 53rd Avenue East
Bradenton, FL 34203
(941) 962-0472

Bible Baptist Church Academy
1750 6th Avenue West
Unit 101
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-479-4958

Bright Beginnings Academy
614 10th Street West
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-479-7910

Boys And Girls Club DeSoto
5231 34th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34210
941-758-3828
Boys And Girls Club at Daughtrey Elementary
515 63rd Avenue East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-751-7023
Boys And Girls Club at Harllee Middle
6423 9th Street East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-751-7027

Bright Futures Daycare & Preschool, LLC
1617 26th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-251-5436
Capokids Martial Arts Preschool
11534 Palmbrush Trail
Bradenton, FL 34202
941-922-4520
Centers For Success, Inc.
7727 17th Street Court East
Tallevast, FL 34270
941-822-8952

45

WORDS & PICTURES: Mary Lanzino
to children in our community. The Pittsburgh
Pirates organization encourages players and
staff to engage in community service whenever
the opportunity arises. Every Child a Reader
provided a book for each child and allowed the
reader to present it to the children before their
in-class reading allowing the children to follow
along with the book and ask questions.

T

he Early Learning Coalition of Manatee
County (ELC) has cultivated a program
focusing its efforts on improving the
literacy of the children in Manatee County. The
mission of the ELC is to prepare children during
their early years to give them the opportunity
and motivation to be successful in education
throughout their lives. The ELC’s “Every Child
a Reader” program has been designed to show
children that not only can reading be enjoyable,
but notable people in our communities are
concerned with literacy as well.
With the interest of childhood literacy in common,
the Bradenton Marauders and the ELC’s Every
Child a Reader program partnered to have
players and staff from the Marauders read
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The Bradenton Marauders had four
representatives read to the children at Nana’s
Pre-School Center and Learning Unlimited.
Drew Fischer, Bradenton Marauders pitcher,
had the opportunity to volunteer to read to a
kindergarten class at Learning Unlimited.
Drew was excited as he walked into a class
filled with 24 smiling kindergartners ready to
hear a story. Drew attended Amherst College
in Massachusetts, where he majored in English.
The first thing he had the children do was sit
around the colorful reading rug, so he could
tell the kids a little bit about himself. After his
introduction, he passed out all the books to
the students.
He then began reading the book - “The
Gruffalo”, written by Julia Donaldson and
Axel Scheffler and published in 1999 - to
the students. The book is about a terrifying

Gruffalo that meets a mouse. The mouse and
the Gruffalo walk together through the forest,
but every time someone sees the two, they run
away. Throughout the book, the brave mouse
convinces the Gruffalo that he is the reason all
the other creatures have been scared off. “The
Gruffalo” hints at the idea of perspective and
not judging a person by their exterior or first
impressions through a playful story.
As he read the book to the children, they
chimed in echoing the rhyming portions back at
Fischer. At the end of the reading, the children
went around the room and talked about parts
of the story they enjoyed. Drew closed out the
session by allowing the kids to ask questions
of any kind. Many of the kids inevitably asked
about his baseball career, but a few of the
children were interested in his education and
book interests, as well.
No matter the size, a lasting impression has
been left in a young life through the hour that
Drew dedicated to the kindergarten students
at Learning Unlimited. Just through reading
to a child, making it an exciting experience
and giving them a book, you too can change
their whole perspective on reading, which can
contribute to their success in furthering their
education.

VOLUNTEER
TO
READ
TODAY!
Just One Book Can Do Magic!
Help us spark a love of reading for children in Manatee County.
Call today to participate in the ELC’s Every Child A Reader and Books For Kids
program and volunteer to read to classrooms in Title 1 schools!

(941) 757-2900 ext. 249
Every Child A Reader

In partnership with the From Cradle to College™ Foundation

Sponsorship by the Early Learning Coalition of Manatee County and the State of Florida, Office of Early Learning.
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GET READY TO
WORDS: Jessica Schubick

T

he Early Learning Coalition of Manatee County (ELC)
School Readiness child care funding is available to eligible
families to assist them in obtaining affordable, high quality
child care. The ELC has been actively enrolling children from
the program’s wait list since July of last year and since that time
has invited more than 500 children from hundreds of families to
complete their funding opportunities.
Even before children attend prekindergarten, they gain from
experiences that help them be ready for school. That’s why
school readiness is such an important part of early learning.
The Florida Legislature recognized that when they passed the
School Readiness Act to help children from low-income families
get the support they need. While helping children prepare for
school, the program also provides child care so a parent can
work or attend a training or education program, ensuring stability
and the opportunity for success for all members of the family.

LEARN!

Choosing the right early learning program is one of the most
important decisions parents will make. The Florida Office of Early
Learning (OEL) has created materials including a selection guide
and quality checklist to aid families in choosing and evaluating
early learning programs. (These materials can be found on the
OEL’s website at www.floridaearlylearning.com/.)
Additionally, the ELC of Manatee can provide guidance for local
child care options fitting a family’s needs through the Child Care
Resource and Referral (CCR&R) program. (The ELC’s CCR&R
information can be found at www.elc-manatee.org/Child-CareResource-and-Referral/.) The family guide, quality checklist,
and CCR&R program will help parents make informed decisions
about which program is the right fit for their family.
The School Readiness wait list currently consists of about 200
families, with an anticipated wait time of approximately 6 months.
Families who were added to the wait list in February and March
were invited to complete their funding requests in June 2019.
The ELC expects to continue open enrollment through the end
of 2019. Interested families should visit the Florida Office of
Early Learning’s Family Portal online at www.familyservices.
floridaearlylearning.com/.
Children are eligible for child care funding assistance from birth
through 12 years of age. If families meet the below eligibility
criteria, they may qualify for child care funding either through a
referring agency or by applying to our wait list:
•

Parents or guardians that receive cash assistance for the
family or for the relative children;

•

Children under Protective Services or in foster care –
regardless of income;

•

Families receiving assistance through Salvation Army,
HOPE, Community Haven, Easter Seals, or Manatee
Children’s Services Kinship Program;

•

Children living in a low-income family where parent/guardian
work or attend school at least 20 hours per week. (Income
eligibility requirements apply.)

Paul Sharff, ELC Chief Executive Officer said: “The ELC of
Manatee County is pleased to be able to offer financial assistance
to so many low-income families in Manatee County for early
education and care. We encourage eligible families to apply for
School Readiness assistance so they can become financially
self-sufficient and to help their children develop the skills needed
to achieve future educational success."

Families wishing to speak to someone about School Readiness child care funding may contact the ELC’s Family Services
department at (941) 757-2900 x210 -- or by visiting our office at 600 8th Avenue West, Suite 100, Palmetto, FL 34221 -- however
all applications must be made online through the Family Portal at https://familyservices.floridaearlylearning.com/.
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CATCH
Health Program

For Health, For Fun, For Kids!

WORDS: Jessica Schubick

F

or more than 25 years, the CATCH
platform has been proven to launch
kids and communities toward healthier
lifestyles – plus it’s a cost-effective means
of preventing childhood obesity, in an
environment that’s fun and easy to sustain!
CATCH (Coordinated Approach to Child
Health) is a comprehensive community
health program that creates behavior
change in children by teaching them to
identify healthy foods and increase their
moderate to vigorous physical activity
(MVPA) each day.
This health education curriculum uses
terminology for identifying healthful foods
– GO, SLOW, and WHOA – that have
been used colloquially nationwide as a
simple means of labeling food’s nutritional
content. Further, CATCH is designed and
proven to coordinate healthy messages
through the community and fully integrates
the Center for Disease Control’s (CDC)
“Whole School, Whole Community, Whole
Child” (WSCC) model.
The WSCC model focuses on the child to
align the common goals of both sectors
to put into action a whole child approach
to education. As the CDC’s framework
for addressing health in schools, WSCC
is student-centered and emphasizes the
role of the community in supporting the
school, the connections between health and
academic achievement, and the importance
of school policies and practices.
Initially funded in 1988, the original CATCH
study was the largest school-based health
promotion study ever conducted in the
United States. CATCH continues to be
tested and improved by researchers with
the University of Texas Health Science
Center at Houston (UTHealth) School of
Public Health. Today, CATCH community
health programs serve 10,000 schools and
communities across the U.S., in pre-K, K-8,
and after-school programs. CATCH has
proven to decrease childhood obesity by
as much as 11%.

The Early Learning Coalition of Manatee
County (ELC) will administer the CATCH
Early Childhood (CATCH EC) program in
child care facilities throughout Manatee
County. The program is designed to
encourage physical activity and healthy
eating in children ages 3-5. CATCH EC
includes 3 components: 1. “It's fun to be
Healthy!” Classroom curricula consisting
of interactive nutrition and garden-based
lesson plans and activities, 2. Structured
physical activities provided in a CATCH
EC Physical Activity Box, and 3. Family
Education including tips for parents to
incorporate nutrition and physical
activity into home routines. It is a daily
curriculum with lessons and activities
that are approximately 30 minutes each.
The ELC was awarded a $5000 grant
from the Florida Winefest and Auction
to support their implementation of the
CATCH EC program. Sharon Oakes,
ELC Chief Operations Officer, said:
“We are tremendously appreciative
of the continued support from Florida
Winefest and Auction. This generous
grant will enable the ELC to implement
a fun, interactive, research-proven health
and wellness curriculum to preschoolers
and their families in Manatee County.”
The Florida Winefest and Auction,
Inc. is a not-for-profit organization that
provides funding to qualified charitable
organizations for programs assisting
disadvantaged children, youth, and
families in Sarasota and Manatee Counties.
They are celebrating their 29th year of
supporting charities and have awarded
$8.6 million in grants to 87 different
charities since 1991. For more information
visit www.floridawinefest.org today!
To learn more about the ELC's CATCH EC Program, please visit www.elc-manatee.
org/CATCH-Health-Program or contact Kerry Gaylord at (941) 757-2900 ext. 244
or via email at kgaylord@elc-manatee.org today!

49

Children's Nest of Manatee, Inc.
5051 26th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34207
941-753-9024

Ellen Meade Studios, Inc.
1323 63rd Avenue East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-755-1757

Children's Nest of Manatee 2
600 7th Avenue West
Palmetto, FL 34207
941-479-7789

Ellenton United Methodist Preschool
3607 US Highway 301 North
Ellenton, FL 34222
941-722-2318

Community Christian School
5500 18th Street East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-756-8748

Faith Preschool of Faith UCC
4850 SR 64 East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-746-7895

CORE Early Education And Learning
605 13th Avenue West
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-729-9069

Family Life Community School
3301 Moccasin Wallow Road
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-792-7911

Countryside Academy For Children
5807 18th Avenue East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-747-3044

First For Kids Children's Christian Center
603 11th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-748-0824

Creative Kids Connection
408 75th Street Northwest
Bradenton, FL 34209
941-794-8687

Foundation For Dreams
16110 Dream Oaks Place
Bradenton, FL 34212
941-746-5659

DC's Child Care Center
5105 26th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-746-6090

Free To Grow Academy
915 14th Street East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-773-5062

Dixon-Wright Family Day Care Home
1016 31st Street East
Palmetto, FL 34211
(941) 721-0232

Genesis Learning Academy
1420 6th Avenue East
Palmetto FL, 34221
941-723-7358

Doodle Bugs! Children's Learning Academy
11015 Passage Drive
Bradenton, FL 34221
(941) 721-0330

Grandma's Babysitting Center
1728 26th Avenue East
Bradenton FL, 34208
941-708-9864

Dougherty Family Day Care Home
607 65th Avenue Drive West
Bradenton, FL 34207
941-758-1384

Growing Hands Learning Center
5743 69th Street East
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-845-4873

Drama Kids International
Multiple locations in Sarasota & Bradenton
941-922-8121

Happy Cubs
6207 21st Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34209
941-798-6173

Easter Seals of Southwest Florida
350 Braden Avenue
Sarasota, FL 34243
941-355-7637
Education Time
5165 33rd Street East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-753-7332
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Happy Go Lucky
1606 55th Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34207
941-752-4608
Hawkins Family Day Care Home
439 47th Street West
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-405-2405

House of JBaby's Childcare
5304 7th Street East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-226-1967

Kids On The Rock
1401 14th Avenue West
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-729-4567

Imagine Charter School at North Manatee
9275 49th Avenue East
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-981-5345

Kids R Kids 4 Florida
11520 Palmbrush Trail
Lakewood Ranch, FL 34202
941-727-9990

In The Beginning Learning Center
5503 12th Street East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-567-6106

Kidz Learning Steps
1425 10th Avenue East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-538-0231

It's A Small World, Inc. Daycare & Preschool
900 3rd Street East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-405-4532

Kidzone Preschool
116 27th Avenue East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-746-2727

Jackson Family Day Care Home
6715 36th Avenue Drive West
Bradenton, FL 34209
941-794-5097

La Petite Academy 37th
4301 37th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-756-5227

Johnson Family Day Care Home
2403 Lehigh Avenue
Bradenton, FL 34207
941-242-1831

La Petite Academy SR 70
6919 53rd Avenue East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-753-2336

Joy Learning & Development Academy
2515 37th Street East
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-721-0684

La Petite Academy Vintage Road
4507 Vintage Drive
Sarasota, FL 34243
941-355-7677

Jump Start Preschool of the Arts
11005 Passage Drive
Bradenton, FL 34211
941-747-8900

Lake Manatee Childcare
25916 State Road 64 East
Myakka City, FL 34251
941-322-0330

Kiddie Academy of Lakewood Ranch
4225 Concept Court
Bradenton, FL 34211
941-727-9072

Lane Family Day Care Home
602 31st Avenue East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-746-1774

Kids Academy Plus 57th
1415 57th Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34207
941-727-1841

Laugh N Learn Academy LLC
5233 4th Avenue Circle East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-405-4998

Kids Academy Plus 38th
5415 38th Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34209
941-792-3678

Learning Unlimited
6210 17th Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34209
941-794-5838

Kids Academy Plus HL
4635 26th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34207
941-524-1045

Learning With Love
2712 47th Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34207
941-751-4989

Kids Club Child Development & Education Center
3700 26th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-751-4182

Let's Learn Early Childhood Center
2118 1st Street West
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-567-4279
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Lil' Angels Daycare Inc.
1415 7th Avenue East
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-729-0442

Palma Sola Early Learning Academy
7315 1st Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34209
941-795-0788

Little Einstein's Academy
3631 Tallevast Road
Bradenton, FL 34243
941-894-6505

Palmetto Youth Center
501 17th Street West
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-722-0783

Little Manatee's Cove, LLC
707 3rd Avenue West
Palmetto, FL 34221
(941) 405-7991

Pathways To Learning LLC
1300 Manatee Avenue East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-896-8804

Little People's Place
374 Scott Avenue
Sarasota, FL 34243
941-355-8741

Primary Prepatory of Bradenton
2506 12th Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-746-4816

Love Comes First Preschool & Child Care Center
8630 SR 70 East
Bradenton, FL 34202
941-755-7800

Primrose School Lakewood Ranch Town Center
9127 Town Center Parkway
Bradenton, FL 34202
941-373-6363

Loving Hands Daycare
1204 60th Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34207
941-755-6306

Puppy Patch Preschool
1116 35th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-748-6648

Manatee Family YMCA-YDASH
3805 59th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34209
941-798-9622

Reaching For The Stars Academy
2239 14th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-748-3901

Manatee United Methodist Preschool
315 15th Street East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-750-6739

Sand & Buckets Daycare
3407 17th Street Court East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-748-4799

Morgan Family Day Care Home
2809 8th Street Court West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-745-2401

Sandman Preschool And Academy
924 Wilmerling Avenue
Sarasota, FL 34243
941-755-2591

My First Steps of Bradenton, Inc.
3815 26th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-727-5511

School District of Manatee County
Professional Support Center
2501 63rd Avenue East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-751-6550

Myakka Early Learning Center, Inc.
37190 Singletary Road
Myakka City, FL 34251
941-322-2605
Next Generation Academies
4636 26th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34207
941-251-2491
Our Kids West
2425 38th Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-752-1715
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School For Constructive Play, Inc.
302 Pine Avenue
Anna Maria, FL 34216
941-778-2210
Smarty Pants Preschool 2
904 43rd Street West
Bradenton, FL 34209
941-896-4796
Smarty Pants Preschool LLC
832 62nd Street Circle East, Suite 101
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-747-7710
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Diving Into Summer
WORDS: Jessica Schubick

J

ohn and Amanda Horne, owners of Anna Maria Oyster Bar,
launched the Dive Into Reading program in the summer of 2017. A
collaboration with the Suncoast Campaign for Grade-Level Reading,
the School District of Manatee County, Manatee Public Libraries, and
with the participation of other community partners, the program began
with 74 rising third graders from local Title 1 schools visiting the Anna
Maria Oyster Bar Ellenton location once a week to have breakfast with
volunteer reading mentors. Children practiced reading with their mentors
and were able to then take books home to continue the focus on reading
throughout the summer months.
The Hornes developed Dive Into Reading to align with local and national
efforts to increase the number of students reading on grade-level by third
grade and to reduce the “Summer Slide” (or loss of reading proficiency
experienced by many children over the summer). The program’s aim was
not only helping the children with their reading skills, but also to give them
valuable experience with social skills such as politely meeting strangers
and shaking hands, intergenerational communication, and table manners.
The first year of the program showed tremendous success. Not only did
the students escape the “Summer Slide,” but they actually showed an
increase in reading skills when they returned to school. Following this
achievement, the program has received local and national recognition
and awards from organizations including the School District of Manatee
County, Manatee Chamber of Commerce, Leadership Florida, and the
National Restaurant Association.
In the two summers since Dive Into Reading began, it has only grown
in participation and success. The program expanded to four additional
locations including Anna Maria Oyster Bar Landside on US 41, as well
as partnerships with the Manatee Community Foundation, Early Learning
Coalition of Manatee County, Bishop Museum of Science and Nature,
Pier 22 Restaurant, Gecko’s Grill & Pub, O'Bricks Irish Pub & Martini Bar,
and - as of this summer - Sarasota County Schools.
In the summer of 2019, about 350 rising first, second, and third grade
students from summer programs at Title 1 schools participated - and
the group included students from Brentwood Elementary, the first
Sarasota County School to participate. The program enlisted hundreds
of local volunteers to serve as reading mentors to the students at five
area locations (Anna Maria Oyster Bar Ellenton, Anna Maria Oyster Bar
Landside, Gecko’s SR 70, Gecko’s Fruitville, and the Bishop
Museum of Science and Nature).
Amanda Horne explained that the program continues to
grow. She said: “We have been approached by four more
counties within the state that would like to see if they can replicate
this in their communities. With the help of The Patterson Foundation,
we are working on a ‘road map’ for the program that we can give to
communities who wish to take it on.”
In his acceptance address for the Bradenton Kiwanis
Foundation Bert South Philanthropic Award, John
Horne said: “50% of Manatee County kids cannot read at
grade level. That’s a huge percentage and it’s easy to think, ‘I’m
only one person, what can I do?’ But, if a lot of ‘one-persons’ get
together, we can make a dent in it. If we can make a difference in
one life, we’ve been successful.”
You can learn more about Dive Into Reading at www.
DiveIntoReading.net/. Photo bottom right (page 55)
courtesty of Manatee Community Foundation.
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Reading Success!
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Smiling Faces Academy, Inc.
5302 1st Street East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-756-1234

St. Joseph's Catholic School
2990 26th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-755-2611

Smiling Faces Junior Academy, Inc.
1720 11th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-747-3925

Sunny Daze Preschool East
9922 SR 64 East
Bradenton, FL 34212
941-750-0042

Sproutlings Kids SFCP Too, Inc.
1222 36th Avenue East
Ellenton, FL 34222
941-776-4947

Sunshine Academy & Daycare
2520 43rd Street West
Bradenton, FL 34209
941-794-3143

Sprouts Child Development Center
14305 Covenant Way
Bradenton, FL 34202
941-907-7333

The Goddard School
14534 Arbor Green Trail
Lakewood Ranch, FL 34202
941-752-6600

Stapleton Family Day Care Home
1110 42nd Terrace East
Bradenton FL, 34208
941-580-0510

The Learning Experience Lakewood Ranch
14425 Arbor Green Trail
Bradenton, FL 34202
941-251-4046

Stars of Love Childcare 1, LLC
404 60th Avenue Drive East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-739-7779

The Myakka City Community Center
10070 Wauchula Road
Myakka City, FL 34251
941-322-8114

Step Up Suncoast
Rise & Shine Early Learning Morton Clark
1707 15th Street East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-750-6667

Thompson Academy LLC
1212 43rd Street West
Bradenton, FL 34209
941-748-2162

Step Up Suncoast
Rise & Shine Early Learning Palmetto
1315 2nd Avenue West
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-750-6667
Step Up Suncoast
Rise & Shine Early Learning Palm View Elementary
6025 Bayshore Road
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-750-6667
Step Up Suncoast
Rise & Shine Early Learning Parkland
6432 Parkland Drive
Sarasota, FL 34243
941-750-6667
Step Up Suncoast
Rise & Shine Early Learning Pine Village
1103 56th Avenue Drive East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-750-6667
Step Up Suncoast
Rise & Shine Early Learning West Bradenton
2531 9th Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-750-6667
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Tiny Tots University
930 9th Street Drive West
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-723-9072
Toad Hall Children's Center of Bradenton
4004 8th Avenue Drive West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-746-3951
Toddler's Ark FCCH
711 36th Avenue East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-879-2407
Toddler's Inn Child Care Center LLC
2611 9th Street East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-746-4631
Toddlers Learning & Growing Academy LLC
1017 5th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-281-2523
Tree Of Life Preschool
2200 26th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-747-1756

Trinity Children's Center
3200 Manatee Avenue East
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-748-8608
WEE World Child Development Center
1020 4th Street West
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-722-0810
Woodland Early Childhood Center
9607 SR 70 East
Bradenton FL, 34202
941-753-8588

Childcare Resource & Referral
(941) 757-2910
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SO MUCH MORE THAN
HOME-DELIVERED MEALS!

Daybreak

HOME

DELIVERED
M E A L S

FRIENDSHIP

DINING

OF MANATEE

BEST FUNDRAISER

BEST NON-PROFIT

Meals on Wheels PLUS of Manatee assists
individuals to live independently by providing
nutrition and caring, supportive services.
We ensure that individuals in Manatee County
have access to essential programs that end hunger
and promote independent living, including:
Home-Delivered Meals
The Food Bank of Manatee
Daybreak Adult Day Center
Friendship Dining
Enrichment Center at Renaissance on 9th

#WeFeedManatee

GET INVOLVED TODAY! VISIT US ONLINE OR CALL:

www.MealsOnWheelsPLUS.org | Telephone: (941) 747-4655

SUNDAY,

FOR JUST

AUGUST 11
at 1:00PM

30

$

YOU’LL RECEIVE:

4 TICKETS, 4 HOT DOGS,
AND 4 HATS

For the best available seat locations,
order today by calling us at (941) 747-3031

VS

SATURDAY

AUGUST 24TH
GATES OPEN:
GAME STARTS:

5:00 PM
6:30 PM

ONLINE AUCTION FOR
10 TH SEASON JERSEYS BEGINS
RAFFLES
For the best available seat locations,
order today by calling us at (941) 747-3031

POST-GAME FIREWORKS
sponsored by Budweiser

Blue Butterfly participant Leslie takes a break during a kayaking day hosted by the Conservation Foundation of the Gulf Coast on June 15.
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NO CHILD SHOULD
GRIEVE ALONE

T

anger, sadness, and substance abuse
are more pronounced in grieving children,
but it doesn’t have to be that way. Support,
love, and compassion are available.

One in 14 children in Florida will experience
the death of a parent or sibling by the age of
18, with more than 6,500 grieving children
in Sarasota and Manatee counties alone.
Statistics show isolation, depression,

Blue Butterfly Family Grief Center, a
Tidewell Hospice Grief Education and
Support program, is serving children in a
safe, non-clinical atmosphere. Kids learn
they never have to grieve alone. During
the school year, peer grief support groups
take place at Blue Butterfly twice a month
in the evenings. Children participate in

he sights and smells of summer
on the Suncoast are in full effect.
But for some children and families,
bronzing sunshine, barbecues, and
trips to camps are merely temporary
distractions from the grief they live with
every day. There’s no off button for grief.

groups with other kids who also have
experienced a death. They eat and
play together and participate in creative
activities to develop tools and access
resources to overcome grief’s challenges.
Blue Butterfly provides a soothing
presence in the lives of the enrolled
children and families by continuing to
enrich friendships, but without the grief
support component.
“The bonds that are formed in our groups

Blue Butterfly participants took part in a Common Grounds Adventure hosted by the Conservation Foundation of the Gulf Coast on June 29.
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are not like anything I have ever seen,” said Danielle Visone, LCSW,
Tidewell’s Family Grief Program Specialist. “Here, they understand
each other, they are heard and not judged, and they can talk about
their feelings and their grief without being shut down.”
Summer events are offered to Blue Butterfly families with the
assistance of community partners. Recently, The Ringling Museum’s
education department hosted Blue Butterfly families for a special
night of bonding, art, and culture. Families were treated to a catered
meal, story time, a special art project, and a free visit to the museum.
This special event permitted families from different group nights to
cultivate bonds where perhaps none existed before. It helped kids
understand they’re not alone and are part of a supportive network
and community.
A similar event took place on the Saturday of Father’s Day Weekend
when the Conservation Foundation of the Gulf Coast hosted a
kayaking day. The mom of a teen Blue Butterfly participant said: “I
am so grateful you had this event available on Father’s Day weekend.”
Teens and their caregivers were invited to a fun day on the water
as a way to build camaraderie on an otherwise difficult weekend.
Programs like the Kayak Day, or Ringling Museum Day, are
scheduled throughout the summer for the Blue Butterfly families
and serve as just a couple examples of how family engagement
and fun can strengthen the support group members’ bonds.
“It’s a way to bring a bit of joy to the lives of the families we serve,”
Visone added.
Other summer programs for Blue Butterfly include TreeUmph!,
Common Grounds Adventure, fishing at the Conservation
Foundation, and another evening at The Ringling Museum.

Blue Butterfly participant Nate, top, and caregiver Diana take part in a
Common Grounds Adventure hosted by the Conservation Foundation
of the Gulf Coast on June 29.

Thanks to the generosity of donors and community partners, Blue
Butterfly provides all programs and peer support groups free of
charge to enrolled participants. Any family grieving the death of
a significant person can reach out for support to the program by
calling 941-894-1752 or emailing dvisone@tidewell.org.

Blue Butterfly participants and administrators enjoyed a kayaking day hosted by the Conservation Foundation of the Gulf Coast on June 15.
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The From Cradle to College™ Foundation Golf Classic
Hosted by State Representative Will Robinson and Former State Rep
Jim Boyd, benefiting the Early Learning Coalition of Manatee County

DeSoto Heritage

PICTURES: Wendy Dewhurst

Ball
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Passionate About
Patient Care…
Kevin DiLallo Guides Manatee Memorial Hospital To A Bright Future
WORDS: Amy Bell
PICTURES: Whitney Patton

M

anatee Memorial Hospital has been serving the families
of Manatee, Sarasota, and surrounding counties for
more than 65 years. Kevin DiLallo, CEO of Manatee
Healthcare System, is incredibly proud and honored to lead the
way for this high-quality medical institution. “Manatee Memorial is
the friendliest and most caring hospital I have ever served,” DiLallo
enthuses. “The people here make you laugh and smile, and they
would do anything to make your day the best it can possibly be.
They truly care about each patient and their well-being.”
Manatee Memorial Hospital is committed to providing the best
in quality medical care and patient safety in a compassionate
and professional atmosphere. The 319-bed acute care hospital
provides an array of medical services, from emergency
medicine for all ages, cardiac care and cardiovascular medicine,
orthopedic services, and a weight-loss program to outpatient and
inpatient radiology and rehabilitation, respiratory care, wound

care, sleep services, and oncology. The hospital also offers topnotch women’s and children’s care, including a Level II Neonatal
Intensive Care Unit for babies with special needs and the only
Pediatric Center in Manatee County.
Additionally, Manatee Memorial provides a range of surgery
services, including robotic-assisted surgery with the da Vinci®
Surgical System. The hospital also features several accredited
centers of excellence, including the Manatee Heart and Vascular
Center/The Valve Institute, the Stroke and Cerebrovascular
Center, The Lung Institute, Surgical Weight-Loss Program,
the Breast Care Center, the Family BirthPlace, the Outpatient
Imaging Center, and the Wound Care and Hyperbaric Program.
Accredited by the Joint Commission, Manatee Memorial Hospital
includes a medical staff of 500-plus physicians, residents, and
allied health professionals and more than 1,650 employees.
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Investing in the Future
To better serve the community, Manatee Memorial is constantly
making improvements and incorporating cutting-edge medical
technology. “Manatee has invested over $35 million in improvements
to add a new 48-bed Emergency Department and Interventional
Cath Lab that will allow our hospital to take care of the most
complicated strokes,” explains DiLallo. As a result, local stroke
victims can now remain in Manatee County for their medical care.
At the Stroke and Cerebrovascular Center at Manatee Memorial
Hospital, stroke patients receive specially designed services
and treatments focused on prevention and intervention, as
well as rehabilitation and education. The stroke center is an
extremely significant addition for Manatee County. According to
the American Stroke Association, stroke is now the fifth leading
cause of death and the leading cause of adult disability in the
United States.
Manatee Memorial’s expanded stroke unit provides advanced
diagnostics and stroke treatments. The unit also offers a treatment
method known as thrombolytic therapy, which can greatly benefit
patients if administered within three hours of a stroke.
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“The new Thrombectomy ready center offers the latest technology
and allows us to retrieve clots from large vessels in the neck and
brain,” DiLallo adds. “It’s truly amazing technology.”

Making an Impact
DiLallo has served as CEO of Manatee Memorial Hospital for
nearly a decade. Before joining Manatee Memorial, he was CEO
of Wellington Regional Medical Center for 12 years.
When DiLallo moved to Manatee County, he and his wife JoAnn immediately fell head over heels for the area. “Bradenton
is such a beautiful community,” DiLallo remarks. “My wife and
I fell in love with the great sense of community and partnership
that Bradenton provides. It’s a really friendly town.”
Although DiLallo was born and raised in the Northeast, he
moved to Florida more than 35 years ago and has never left.
He attended graduate school at Florida Institute of Technology
in Melbourne, where he earned an MBA with a concentration in
Healthcare Administration.
DiLallo started his career as a Radiologic Technologist and
eventually moved into management. “I really like the management

side of the business, but I must admit I had a hard time giving
up taking care of patients,” he explains. “I really enjoyed working
with patients and improving their care.”
However, as CEO, DiLallo now has an opportunity to direct the
care of patients at a much higher level. “Making an impact on
patient care and employee lives is what really excites me about
my job,” he emphasizes.

Of course, DiLallo also enjoys spending time with his “work
family” at Manatee Memorial Hospital. “If you’re having a bad
day, the people at Manatee Memorial will cheer you up,” he says.
“That’s why I believe in the future of our hospital: We have such
great people, with such a sound base of excellent employees
and physicians, that we can plan the future of improved patient
care. There is nothing they can’t accomplish.”

He says the most rewarding aspect of his role is witnessing the
improvement in patient care and making an impact on people’s
lives. “Every day, you have the opportunity to affect someone in
a positive way—it may be an employee, a patient, a volunteer,
or someone in the community,” he explains. “You never know
when the next opportunity may arise.”

Family Focus
Outside of work, DiLallo focuses on his family. “I’m most proud
of my family, my wife Jo-Ann of over 35 years and my three
sons,” he says.
DiLallo’s three sons are all grown and thriving in successful
careers. Two of his sons are physicians, one in West Palm
Beach and the other in San Francisco. DiLallo’s youngest son
pursued a career in sports management, which has given him the
opportunity to travel and see the world. “He currently works with
the Louisville City Soccer Club as their Director of Operations,”
DiLallo adds.
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WIN A SIX MONTH MANATEE YMCA

FAMILY MEMBERSHIP!

As a member of the YMCA, you will enjoy access to three branches in Manatee
County, where you can work out in our fitness centers, swim in our two
heated pools, play basketball in our indoor gymnasiums and participate in
over 100+ group exercise classes, such as, yoga, zumba, Tai Chi, boot camp,
or indoor cycling!
In addition, you will receive discounts on programs like personal training,
youth sports, swim lessons, dance, and day camps. We also provide childcare,
up to two hours per day, while you work out!
This fantastic six month membership is worth over $650 and could change
your family’s life!
The contest is open to children K thru 5th grade with ONE lucky winner
being selected.
To win this awesome prize, simply tell us two types of exercise classes the
YMCA offers?
Entries must be emailed by September 16th, 2019 to
competitions@nextgenmagazine.org
They can also be mailed or handed in to the
Early Learning Coalition of Manatee County office at
600 8th Avenue West, Suite 100, Palmetto, FL, 34221.
Please mark them for the attention of YMCA Contest,
NEXTGEN magazine.
Normal competition rules apply. Editor’s decision is final.
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Pay Attention To Your

Superstars!
T

ransitioning from summer into a new school year can be tough for kids. Establishing
a different routine can be difficult, and from my own experience when you add in
new subjects, different teachers, or switching classes, the first day or couple of weeks
can be overwhelming at times.
Parents and teachers are there to help ease students into these changes, and an
awesome way to build up their confidence is to reaffirm just how great they are doing
and remind them that it will take a little time to adjust.
To make sure my children are getting used to new routine, I ask a lot of questions about
their day. Plus, my husband and I look at their agendas and schoolwork and praise
them on their papers that they bring home. Whether complimenting their handwriting,
acknowledging how well they colored an assignment, or making a big deal about a
good test grade, I want them to know that we are paying attention.
I find any excuse to compliment, and I have been known to hang those very same
papers on my fridge. Because of this, I thought it would be fun to create a craft with my
kids to display their papers for this upcoming school year. If you would like to recreate
our Superstar Paper Hanger, this is what you will need.
- 5 red jumbo craft sticks, foam star stickers, glue, 3 round magnets, clothespin,
magic marker, pencil, paper
FYI, most of these items can be located at your local discount store or craft store.
DIRECTIONS:
To get started with this Superstar Paper Hanger, first have your child brainstorm 6
positive words about themselves, and then write it down on a piece of paper. FYI, your
child may need assistance coming up with ideas, but I am sure they would love to hear
great things about themselves from Mom or Dad.
Next up, place the craft sticks in a design to look like a star. Once the star is arranged use
the glue to adhere the pieces together. You may need to adjust the craft sticks around
a bit to position the pieces into a star shape you prefer. Once set, allow the craft sticks
to completely dry.
Tip: If you are unable to find red craft sticks, plain will work, and they could always
be colored with a red marker.
It is then time to add the foam stars to the corners of the shape, and then glue the
clothespin to the center of the star. Allow this to completely dry.
Once the star and the clothespin are set, take the magic marker and write out the positive
words onto the star. This writing can be completed by either your child or a parent and
is completed by putting the word Superstar in the middle.
Before you finish the craft, be sure to glue the magnets on the backside of the star so
it can be hung on a fridge.
Once all the parts of this Superstar Paper Hanger are dried, it is then ready to display
spelling test, math paper, or even a piece of artwork that your child is proud of. Not only
do they get to see their awesome paper displayed, but they will be reminded of why they
are such a great kid.
I hope your family also enjoys making this craft together, and you all have a wonderful
start to the new school year!

WORDS
& PICTURES:
Carlee Colonneso

Carlee Colonneso is a wife, and stay at home
mother of three. She is a graduate of the University
of South Florida and author of funlearninglife.com.
Her website is a lifestyle blog that centers on
family, crafts, recipes, and frugal living.
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AUGUST
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday
Kids Supergym
10:00am

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH

Bradenton Macaroni Kid is one of the area's top resources for all
things family-friendly! With a comprehensive listing of holiday events,
play groups, classes, festivals, summer programs, shows and much
more, Bradenton Macaroni Kid makes it easy for parents to keep their
children busy and entertained all year long. Don't miss the exciting
giveaways, promotions, timely bits of parenting advice and humor! Like
us on Facebook and sign up to receive the FREE weekly e-newsletter
with the latest scoop on fun outings and events in Manatee County
at www.bradenton.macaronikid.com.

21

Thursday

Friday

22

Saturday

23

24

Mote Marine
Mommy & Me 10:00am

Kids Supergym
10:00am

Sarasota Children’s
Garden Can You Dig It?
11:00am

Sky Zone Sarasota
Toddler Time
10:00am-12:00pm

Sarasota Children’s
Garden Magic Nature Box
11:00am

Lakewood Ranch
Gymnastics Open Gym
11:00am-12:00pm

Kids Supergym
10:00am
Sarasota Children’s
Garden Step Into A Story
11:00am

South FL Gymnastics
Preschool Playtime
3:00pm

Music Compound
Back to School Bash
10:00am-2:00pm

Kids Ninja Training
Live Training Center
Palmetto 7:00pm

Ellenton Ice Complex
FREE Ice Skating Class
10:45am-11:15am

Marauders Baseball
Game 6:30pm

Barnes and Noble
Story Time 11:00am

Barnes and Noble
Story Time 11:00am
Motorworks Brewing
Movie Night: Must Love
Dogs 8:00pm

Let’s Create Art LWR
Lil Picasso Class (4-6yrs)
4:00pm-5:30pm

Sky Zone Sarasota
Toddler Time
10:00am-12:00pm
Michaels Kids Club
10:00am

Amalie Arena Monster
Jam Triple Threat Series
1:00pm & 7:00pm
Live Training Center
Palmetto Open Gym
3:00pm-5:00pm
Lakewood Ranch
Gymnastics Open Gym
6:30pm-8:30pm
Marauders Baseball
Game 6:30pm (Fan
Appreciation Night)

Sky Zone Sarasota
Toddler Time
9:00am-11:00am

25

Jumpin Fun Toddler Time
9:00am-11:00am
Marauders Baseball
Game 1:00pm

Ringling Museum
FREE Admission
10:00am-5:00pm
Marauders Baseball
Game 6:30pm

26

Sky Zone Sarasota
Toddler Time
10:00am-12:00pm

27

Arts A Blaze Sarasota
PreK Story Time
10:00am
Kids Supergym 10:00am
Sarasota Children’s
Garden Art Rocks
11:00am
Learning Express Toys
University Story Time
11:00am
Marauders Baseball
Game 6:30pm

28

29

30

31

Mote Marine
Mommy & Me 10:00am

Kids Supergym
10:00am

Sarasota Children’s
Garden Can You Dig It?
11:00am

Sky Zone Sarasota
Toddler Time
10:00am-12:00pm

Sarasota Children’s
Garden Magic Nature Box
11:00am

Lakewood Ranch
Gymnastics Open Gym
11:00am-12:00pm

Kids Supergym
10:00am
Sarasota Children’s
Garden Step Into A Story
11:00am

South FL Gymnastics
Preschool Playtime
3:00pm

Ellenton Ice Complex
FREE Ice Skating Class
10:45am-11:15am

Kids Ninja Training
Live Training Center
Palmetto 7:00pm

Barnes and Noble
Story Time 11:00am

Kids Supergym
10:00am

Barnes and Noble
Story Time 11:00am
Marauders Baseball
Game 6:30pm

Motorworks Brewing
Movie Night: Little Shop
of Horrors 8:00pm

Let’s Create Art LWR
Lil Picasso Class (4-6yrs)
4:00pm-5:30pm
Marauders Baseball
Game 6:30pm

Sky Zone Sarasota
Toddler Time
10:00am-12:00pm
Michaels Kids Club
10:00am

Live Training Center
Palmetto Open Gym
3:00pm-5:00pm
Lakewood Ranch
Gymnastics Open Gym
6:30pm-8:30pm

SEPTEMBER
Sunday
Sky Zone Sarasota
Toddler Time
9:00am-11:00am

Monday

1

Ringling Museum
FREE Admission
10:00am-5:00pm

Tuesday

2

Jumpin Fun Toddler Time
9:00am-11:00am

Wednesday

3

Sky Zone Sarasota
Toddler Time
10:00am-12:00pm
Arts A Blaze Sarasota
PreK Story Time
10:00am

AquaPalooza
New Pass Sandbar
10:00am-4:00pm

Kids Supergym 10:00am
Sarasota Children’s
Garden Art Rocks
11:00am

Thursday

4

Kids Supergym
10:00am

Mote Marine
Mommy & Me 10:00am

5

8

Ringling Museum
FREE Admission
10:00am-5:00pm

9

Jumpin Fun Toddler Time
9:00am-11:00am

Sky Zone Sarasota
Toddler Time
10:00am-12:00pm

10

Arts A Blaze Sarasota
PreK Story Time
10:00am
Kids Supergym 10:00am
Sarasota Children’s
Garden Art Rocks
11:00am

6

Kids Supergym
10:00am
Sarasota Children’s
Garden Magic Nature
Box 11:00am

Lakewood Ranch
Gymnastics Open Gym
11:00am-12:00pm

Kids Supergym
10:00am
Sarasota Children’s
Garden Step Into A Story
11:00am

South FL Gymnastics
Preschool Playtime
3:00pm

Oscar Scherer State Park
Literacy under the Oaks
9:00am-2:00pm

Let’s Create Art LWR
Lil Picasso Class (4-6yrs)
4:00pm-5:30pm

Village of the Arts
Artwalk 6:00pm-9:30pm

Barnes and Noble
Story Time 11:00am

Music on Main Street
LWR 6:00pm-9:00pm

Village of the Arts Artwalk
11:00am-4:00pm

Kids Ninja Training
Live Training Center
Palmetto 7:00pm

Lakewood Ranch
Gymnastics Open Gym
6:30pm-8:30pm

Holmes Beach
Free Beach Yoga
6:00pm-7:00pm

11

12

13

Mote Marine
Mommy & Me 10:00am

Kids Supergym
10:00am

Sarasota Children’s
Garden Can You Dig It?
11:00am

Sky Zone Sarasota
Toddler Time
10:00am-12:00pm

Sarasota Children’s
Garden Magic Nature
Box 11:00am

Lakewood Ranch
Gymnastics Open Gym
11:00am-12:00pm

Kids Supergym
10:00am
Sarasota Children’s
Garden Step Into A Story
11:00am

South FL Gymnastics
Preschool Playtime
3:00pm

Kids Supergym
10:00am

Barnes and Noble
Story Time 11:00am

Let’s Create Art LWR
Lil Picasso Class (4-6yrs)
4:00pm-5:30pm

Bishop Museum of
Science and Nature
Iquest 4:00pm-8:00pm
SRQ Fairgrounds
Suncoast Jeep Festival
6:00pm-9:00pm
Kids Ninja Training
Live Training Center
Palmetto 7:00pm

15

Ringling Museum
FREE Admission
10:00am-5:00pm

16

Jumpin Fun Toddler Time
9:00am-11:00am

Sky Zone Sarasota
Toddler Time
10:00am-12:00pm

17

Arts A Blaze Sarasota
PreK Story Time
10:00am
Kids Supergym 10:00am
Sarasota Children’s
Garden Art Rocks
11:00am

Home Depot Free Kids
Workshop 9:00am-12:00pm

Sarasota Celery Fields
Sidewalk Astronomy
10:00pm

Learning Express Toys
University Story Time
11:00am

Sky Zone Sarasota
Toddler Time
9:00am-11:00am

7

$7 Saturdays at Mote
Marine Laboratory and
Aquarium

Sky Zone Sarasota
Toddler Time
10:00am-12:00pm

Glazer Children’s Museum
FREE Admission
12:00pm-7:00pm

Sky Zone Sarasota
Toddler Time
9:00am-11:00am

Saturday

Sarasota Children’s
Garden Can You Dig It?
11:00am

Barnes and Noble
Story Time 11:00am

Learning Express Toys
University Story Time
11:00am

Friday

Kids Supergym
10:00am

18

Mote Marine
Mommy & Me 10:00am

9

Kids Supergym
10:00am

20

Sky Zone Sarasota
Toddler Time
10:00am-12:00pm

Sarasota Children’s
Garden Magic Nature
Box 11:00am

Lakewood Ranch
Gymnastics Open Gym
11:00am-12:00pm

Kids Supergym
10:00am
Sarasota Children’s
Garden Step Into A Story
11:00am

South FL Gymnastics
Preschool Playtime
3:00pm

Let’s Create Art LWR
Lil Picasso Class (4-6yrs)
4:00pm-5:30pm

Learning Express Toys
University Story Time
11:00am

14

SRQ Fairgrounds
Suncoast Jeep Festival
9:00am-3:00pm
Sky Zone Sarasota
Toddler Time
10:00am-12:00pm
Michaels Kids Club
10:00am
Barnes and Noble
Story Time 11:00am
Linger Lodge Restaurant
Braden River Bluegrass
Festival 11:00am-7:00pm
Lakewood Ranch
Gymnastics Open Gym
6:30pm-8:30pm

Sarasota Children’s
Garden Can You Dig It?
11:00am

Barnes and Noble
Story Time 11:00am

$7 Saturdays at Mote
Marine Laboratory and
Aquarium

Kids Ninja Training
Live Training Center
Palmetto 7:00pm

$7 Saturdays at Mote
Marine Laboratory and
Aquarium

21

Museum Day Live: FREE
admission to Ringling and
The Bishop Museum of
Science and Nature
Marina Plaza Flip Flop Walk
for Autism Awareness
8:00am-1:00pm
Sky Zone Sarasota
Toddler Time
10:00am-12:00pm
Michaels Kids Club
10:00am
Barnes and Noble
Story Time 11:00am
Florida Farm Bureau
Pavilion FREE Fall Festival
12:00pm-5:00pm
Lakewood Ranch
Gymnastics Open Gym
6:30pm-8:30pm

Sky Zone Sarasota
Toddler Time
9:00am-11:00am

22

Ringling Museum
FREE Admission
10:00am-5:00pm

23

Jumpin Fun Toddler Time
9:00am-11:00am

Sky Zone Sarasota
Toddler Time
10:00am-12:00pm

24

Arts A Blaze Sarasota
PreK Story Time
10:00am
Kids Supergym 10:00am

Sky Zone Sarasota
Toddler Time
9:00am-11:00am

29

Jumpin Fun Toddler Time
9:00am-11:00am
Sarasota Ski-A-Rees
Water Show 2:00pm
(Behind Mote Marine)

Ringling Museum
FREE Admission
10:00am-5:00pm

30

Sarasota Children’s
Garden Art Rocks
11:00am
Learning Express Toys
University Story Time
11:00am

Kids Supergym
10:00am

25

26

27

Mote Marine
Mommy & Me 10:00am

Kids Supergym
10:00am

Sarasota Children’s
Garden Can You Dig It?
11:00am

Sky Zone Sarasota
Toddler Time
10:00am-12:00pm

Sarasota Children’s
Garden Magic Nature
Box 11:00am

Lakewood Ranch
Gymnastics Open Gym
11:00am-12:00pm

Kids Supergym
10:00am
Sarasota Children’s
Garden Step Into A Story
11:00am

South FL Gymnastics
Preschool Playtime
3:00pm

Barnes and Noble
Story Time 11:00am

Let’s Create Art LWR
Lil Picasso Class (4-6yrs)
4:00pm-5:30pm

Kids Ninja Training
Live Training Center
Palmetto 7:00pm

$7 Saturdays at Mote
Marine Laboratory and
Aquarium

28

Sky Zone Sarasota
Toddler Time
10:00am-12:00pm
Michaels Kids Club
10:00am
Barnes and Noble
Story Time 11:00am
4th Annual Venice Beach
Party 2:30pm-8:00pm
Lakewood Ranch
Gymnastics Open Gym
6:30pm-8:30pm
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RECIPES: Sophie Williams

Kids in
the Kitchen
CUCUMBER COOLER
INGREDIENTS
•
•
•
•

2 granny smith apples
5 stalks of celery of a cucumber
5 splashes of coconut water
½ of a squeezed lemon

PREPARATION

Juicer:
1. Juice the apples, celery, and cucumber into a cup.
2. Squeeze one half of the lemon and add the coconut water.
3. Pour over ice and enjoy!
Blender:
1. Put all ingredients (apples, celery, cucumber, lemon juice, and
coconut water) into the blender.
2. Put the mixture into a strainer and press the top of the mixture
with a spoon until there is no pulp in the drink.
3. Pour over ice and enjoy!
Makes 2 (8oz) glasses

AQUARIUM JELLO
INGREDIENTS

It depends on how big your glass is for how much candy you
will need
• 1 package of berry blue Jell-O gelatin dessert
• Rainbow pebble candy (Rainbow Nerds)
• Candy fish (Swedish Fish)

PREPARATION

1. Follow the directions on the Jell-O box.
2. Put the Nerds into the bottom of the glass and pour the
mixture into any glass of your choice.

3. Let it sit in the fridge for half of the time directed on the
box.

4. Take the Jell-O out of the fridge and take a wooden
skewer with the swedish fish on it.

5. Push the candy fish into the Jell-O and put it back in the
fridge for the rest of the time needed.
6. Take out of the fridge and enjoy!
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On The Book Shelf
REVIEWS: Ana Rodriguez

The Night Before
Preschool
(4-6) • By Natasha Wing

(Birth to 3) • By Chris Haughton
The sun is setting, and everyone in the forest is getting sleepy.
The mice, hares, and deer all give great big yawns as they
snuggle up with their families for the night. But someone
isn’t sleepy just yet. Little Bear thinks he can stay awake a
bit longer. This colorful
and beautiful hardcover
book is the perfect read
aloud to share with your
toddler and have sweet
dreams. This bedtime
story with richly colored
pages, and animated and
concise text, will make
you and your child yawn
together and fall asleep
dreaming of a Goodnight
for Everyone.

It was the night before preschool, alarm clocks were set. All the
children were cuddling their favorite plush pet. One little boy
has a slight case of jitters. But it doesn’t take long before he
realizes just how much fun it is at his brand-new school. This is
a great story about a very worried boy, named Billy, and his first
day at preschool. He ended up having a good day with the help
of a friendly teacher
and compassionate
friends that showed
him how good
preschool can be.
This is a great book
to calm down any
preschoolers that
are going to school
for the first time a nd d o n’ t k n o w
what to expect.

(7-9) • By Paula Danziger
Amber Brown is Not a Crayon is the first book in
the series and starts after Amber’s parents have
separated. Amber Brown and Justin Daniels are best
friends. They sit next to each other in school, help each
other with fractions and spelling, and always stick up
for one another. But when Justin finds out that he is
moving away, everything begins to change. In this
book, Amber as a third grader needs to deal with her
best friend moving away to Alabama, on top of her
parents being divorced, and her dad moving to Paris.

The first 50 people to come into the lobby of the Early Learning
Coalition of Manatee County, 600 8th Avenue West, Suite 100,
Palmetto can pick up free copies of the books reviewed.

Skippy’s Hassle Free

BIRTHDAY
PARTIES!

Walk-In Play, Any Time!

Inflatable Party & Play Center
Sarasota Commons •935 N. Beneva Road, Suite 802 • Sarasota, FL 34232
VISIT US ONLINE AT:

941.366.0123
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www.bouncedownunder.com

Investing in our youth
is not merely our responsibility.
It is our privilege.
It’s never too early — or too late — to plan for the financial future of your family or business.
Jodi D. Allen
Vice President, Business Banking
941.757.4561 | jodi.allen@bmo.com
Mandy Quinones
Branch Manager, Retail Banking
941.723.6933 | mandy.quinones@bmo.com

BMO Harris Bank® is a trade name used by BMO Harris Bank N.A. Member FDIC.

bmoharris.com

www.kona-ice.com

WE BRING THE CELEBRATION TO EMPLOYEE
APPRECIATIONS, SCHOOL EVENTS, SPORT
EVENTS, BIRTHDAY PARTIES AND ANYWHERE
THERE IS FUN TO BE HAD!
p. 941.465.0802 e. scedwards@kona-ice.com
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Most families pay nothing at all, and many pay as little as
just $15 or $20 a month for all children in the household.

QUALITY BENEFITS
Florida KidCare is designed specifically with
kids in mind. That’s why our coverage provides
your child with access to the services they need
at each stage of growth and development.
Health and dental services are delivered
through quality plans that offer a choice of
local doctors, dentists, specialists, hospitals,
pharmacies and other health care providers.
Florida KidCare benefits include but are not
limited to:

Doctor Visits

Surgeries

Check-ups

Immunizations

Vision & Hearing

Prescriptions

Dental Care

Emergencies

Hospital Stays

Mental Health

ESTIMATE YOUR PREMIUM
BEFORE YOU APPLY
Find out if your kids are eligible for quality,
affordable health and dental insurance by
using our free online eligibility calculator
tool. In just two easy steps, you can see what
your monthly premium would cost.

JOIN THE NEARLY 2.4 MILLION CHILDREN ALREADY ENROLLED.

With year-round enrollment, the time to apply is always now:
1-888-540-5437 | floridakidcare.org
Children’s Medical Services | Florida Healthy Kids | Medicaid | MediKids
Asirans Sante ak dante pou timoun.

United Way Suncoast’s

BIG PLAN!
WORDS & PICTURES: Jessica Schubick

“How we invest in our children defines us as a society and a community. We
are grateful for the way Manatee County comes together in partnership,
without seeking individual credit, for the sake of our children.”
~Bronwyn Beightol, Manatee Area President of United Way Suncoast

“T

he Big Plan” is a collaborative effort to ensure that
students in Manatee County can read on gradelevel by the third grade. As the lead for the Suncoast
Campaign for Grade-Level Reading in Manatee County, United
Way Suncoast (UWS) is spearheading this community initiative
bringing together partners from Manatee County Government,
the School District of Manatee County, the Manatee Community
Foundation, the Early Learning Coalition of Manatee County, and
The Patterson Foundation.
Targeting children ages 0-9
in their homes, early learning
centers, elementary schools,
a nd t h eir n eighb o r h o o ds,
“The Big Plan” partners with
ten Manatee County Title 1
elementary schools in three
specific neighborhood
attendance zones known as the
Central Corridor. These schools
include Ballard, Rogers Garden,
and Manatee in the Central
Region (downtown Bradenton);
Palm View, Blackburn, Palmetto,
and Tillman in the North Region
(north of the Manatee River); and
Daughtrey, Oneco, and Samoset
in the South Region (Oneco /
Samoset area).
The schools and neighborhoods
of focus include 3,427 students in
kindergarten, first, second, and
third grades. Of those, nearly
75% are not reading on gradelevel and 77.6% of the families
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are economically disadvantaged. According to the Campaign
for Grade-Level Reading, “This has significant and long-term
consequences not only for each of those children but also for their
communities and our nation as a whole. If left unchecked, this
issue will undermine efforts to end intergenerational poverty, close
the achievement gap, and reduce high school dropout rates.”
Bronwyn Beightol, Manatee Area President of United Way
Suncoast explains the impetus for the initiative: “For the past seven
years, United Way Suncoast’s
work has focused on community
level outcomes and bringing
partnerships together around
common goals and aspirations.
We spoke to more than 400
community members of all walks
of life – and we asked them
just one question: What is your
aspiration for your community?
Aside from safety, equitable
access to quality education was
the resounding answer.”
Beightol realized that the UWS
work with the Campaign for
Grade - Level Reading was
driving them closer to that
goal and helping to create
deepened partnerships with
pivotal community agencies, but
she still didn’t feel that United
Way was able to clearly define
their role in creating community
change around this issue. She
said that as an organization,
UWS kept paring back from

fundraising for everything to getting really good at early education.
And it was at that point that she realized how UWS could tell this
story and lead the charge with “The Big Plan.”
Before launching the initiative, Beightol met with Manatee County
Superintendent of Schools Cynthia Saunders. Beightol recalls
asking: “Now, here’s what United Way is doing… But what do
you need? Because the community keeps asking us: How do we
get involved? How do we make a difference? What can we do
differently? And I don’t have those answers.” She continued: “My
goal was to make sure that we help to educate our community
on the role that they have – that we all have – in our children’s
future. In creating that future and the story of our children from
the time that they’re born to the time that they graduate from high
school ready for life… our role – our moral imperative – in that.”
Beightol and Superintendent Saunders discussed the most
challenging issues facing the School District’s efforts to overcome
the reading gap. What they realized over the course of their
discussion was that the District had these ten Title 1 schools
where students had consistently struggled to reach their potential
for varying reasons over many years. Saunders proposed
focusing on preparing those children to enter the school system
successfully. They found that many of the children needing extra
support from the community not only attended these schools,
but also tended to move between these same schools over the
years – allowing The Big Plan to follow them as they progress.
Having formed this new goal of preparing students in key
attendance zones for school and reading success, United Way
Suncoast continued collaborating with the Suncoast Campaign
for Grade-Level Reading Advisory Council, while also developing
a “Results First” methodology. After commencing work with Hal
Williams, the Results First “Outcome Guide” recommended by
Susie Bowie of the Manatee Community Foundation and also
used by Manatee County Administrator Cheri Coryea, Beightol
realized what an asset it was to be taking this approach.
“You have three major funding organizations who are following the
same tenets, using the same language, understanding together
who we’re investing in and why and how we can leverage those
investments for greater impact. That’s a BIG DEAL. And having
both the School District and the Early Learning Coalition in
that conversation, as well, adds even more enormity to what is
happening,” Beightol enthused.
With all of the major players at the table and a set methodology
for reaching their goals, The Big Plan to increase the number
of students reading at grade-level in third grade was launched
with two main tenets: 1. Put Results First: Commit to the desired
results and look at all activities for their ability to help achieve
those results. 2. Anchor in Places: Focus on the ten elementary
school in the selected attendance zones, allowing the initiative
sufficient intensity to make a difference, with the multiple touch
points needed when a child is far behind. Additional tenets of
tracking the progress of individual children rather than program
groups, starting at birth, creating tight in and out of school
connections, and dealing with all relevant challenges help to
support those two main principles.

and for future generations.’ That’s our mission. And then we go
to The Big Plan, which is a collaborative effort in the attendance
zones of three neighborhoods focused on ten schools, a series
of micro-implementations that will then be rolled in to long-term
implementations to ensure that our children are reading on gradelevel. At its core, it’s consistent innovation.”
The Big Plan has now begun to take shape in Manatee County.
Beightol and United Way Suncoast Director of Strategic
Impact Carolyn Griffin brought the initiative to life through
Design Sessions which focused on asking new questions of
the stakeholders who are involved. These sessions brought
community leadership, community members, principals, and
even donors together to discuss the hard issues and how they
would approach them. Beightol and Griffin walked through a
series of questions and processes to try to understand what
everyone wanted to see happen, but then also to pinpoint who
wanted to take ownership of those goals and strategies.
Inspired by the message of Hildy Gottlieb to “Change the
questions; change the world!” Beightol and Griffin focused on
questions like:
• What do we really want?
• What does good look like?
• How do we get there?
Griffin is proud of the willingness of The Big Plan team to ask
new questions. “We arrive at different answers when we ask
different questions. I’m just really excited that we’re asking
different questions and that we’re trying to do things differently,
because we’re asking our agencies to do business differently,
as well. We’re trying really hard to model that for them.”
It was also important to the leadership of The Big Plan that the
principals at the ten participating schools be true partners in
these efforts. As Superintendent Saunders said at a special
session arranged for the principals to meet with and understand
the goals and participants in the initiative: “It is important for all
school sites impacted by The Big Plan to understand all of the
initiatives available in the community to leverage their resources
and to ensure the success of the neediest children.”
Ultimately, Beightol sees The Big Plan not just as a project to
address reading or school readiness, but to bring the community
together in a way that has never been done before. “By the
time that we are finished, we will leave behind a community
that has established pathways to work together so that this isn’t
even a conversation ten years from now – hopefully, it’s not a
conversation five years from now. We will have ways to work
together. We will have removed barriers. Our legislators will have
come up with viable solutions for getting our kids educational
access early. That’s what’s exciting for me. It’s not in the details
– although those are good things and solid and we want to do
them correctly and appropriately – it’s in what we’re building
together, and the fact that we’re building it together.”
• Learn more about the United Way Suncoast online at
unitedwaysuncoast.org.

Beightol recognizes that meeting the goals of The Big Plan will
not be easy. “It’s a lot… But we start with the mission, which is
‘when the systems, policies, and practice align to ensure that our
children are reading on grade-level by the end of third grade now
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MAEC -ing
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A

l o c a l g r o u p o f p a s s i o n a te
advocates for the arts in schools
deserves a standing ovation.
In just one year, Manatee County’s
first arts education organization has
already achieved some ambitious
aims - spearheading new projects and
improving existing programs for students
and teachers in the School District of
Manatee County.
The Manatee Arts Education Council
launched July 1, 2018 under the umbrella
of the Manatee Education Foundation. Its
acronym MAEC is pronounced ‘make,’
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according to the group’s co-founder
Julie Hebert, “to convey that MAEC is
actively supporting students in ‘making’
or creating art.”
“Whether it’s making music, creating
visual art, performing dance or theater,
students learn best when they are doing
the art,” Hebert said. “This is where the
inspiration for the name Manatee Arts
Education Council came from.”
MAEC’s mission is to ensure that every
district PreK-12 student, regardless of
his or her school assignment, has equal

access to high quality arts education. To
accomplish it, MAEC uses membership
dues and fundraisers to pay for things
like student scholarships, teacher grants,
cultural field trips, arts enrichment camps,
content-area professional development
for district arts teachers, all-county honors
performances and exhibits, plus dance,
music, theater, and visual art classroom
materials and resources.
In addition, MAEC advocates for more
arts staff and resources at the county
schools with the highest concentrations
of low-income students.

Manatee Great!
A MAEC Masterpiece
This summer, MAEC launched an arts
enrichment initiative that stole the show
- the smARTen Up Summer Camp. Held
June 3-7 at Lee Middle School, the
camp offered district rising first through
seventh graders a rotating schedule of
dance, theater, visual art, media arts,
general music, and choir (plus band for
third graders and up). Florida certified
teachers and school district employees
taught all classes.
“More than half of the campers qualified

for the camp’s full scholarships,” said
camp director and MAEC member Dr.
Christy Isaacs, also a music teacher at
Miller Elementary School. Isaacs hopes
to hold the camp every summer, and for
more than one week. She’d also like to
provide more scholarships as well as
transportation in the future.
While smARTen Up provided affordable
and convenient arts enrichment to
students, it also provided teachers
supplemental income, and it raised
money that went directly into new grants
for arts teachers who are MAEC members.

“MAEC has opened a network for arts
teachers to get together and bounce
ideas off each other,” Isaacs said, adding
that the organization has accomplished
so much in such a short period of time.
“It’s one thing to have a grand idea,”
Isaacs said. “But they actually are
following through on those grand ideas.”
In all, MAEC established five new
programs during the 2018-2019 school
year: the smARTen Up Summer Camp;
the All-County High School Orchestra;
the Manasota Honor Choirs; the Play
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Ardent Arts Advocates
MAEC is driven by members — local
arts advocates that include teachers,
community arts organizations, and large
corporations. Dues range from $25 for an
“Educator/Artist” individual membership
to $2,500 for a “Platinum” corporate
membership. Members benefit from
exposure, marketing, and opportunities
to network and collaborate at events like
the MAEC Mix and Mingle. Members also
receive free or reduced registration or
ticketing fees for events.
“Of course, the greatest benefit for any
member is knowing that your membership
payment is helping MAEC to enhance,
support, and celebrate arts education in
our schools and community,” Hebert said.
Aside from Hebert, the council’s other
co-founder is Mary Glass, the president
of the Manatee Education Foundation. “If
not for her buy-in and willingness to take
MAEC on as a branch organization of the
Manatee Education Foundation, MAEC
never would have been developed,”
Hebert said of Glass.

it Forward instrument donation drive;
and Arts Alive: Manatee’s Celebration
of the Arts, an event featuring student
performances and an art exhibit. At
this event, held April 29 at the Manatee
Performing Arts Center, organizers
recognized outstanding local ar ts
education leaders, and they awarded
MAEC’s first grants and scholarships.
Also, M A EC helped enhance t wo
existing programs: The Manatee County
Elementary Music Festival and the
Concert in the Courtyard middle school
orchestra festival. In the case of the
elementary music festival, for example,
MAEC provided funds to expand the
number of paid conductors, which
allowed the festival to add a new AllCounty Orff Ensemble.

88

Future long-term goals for MAEC include
developing a district-wide dance and
theater festival and partnering with
community arts organizations to further
expand per forming and exhibiting
opportunities for students.
“During year one of MAEC operations,
we were building and fundraising,” said
Hebert, who is also the school district’s
Visual and Performing Arts Curriculum
Specialist.
“Through funds raised from our two large
fundraising initiatives (smARTen Up
Summer Camp and Arts Alive: Manatee’s
Celebration of the Arts), we’ll be able to
offer arts education grants to our teachers
this year,” Hebert said. “We anticipate
offering grants to about 15 schools in the
fall of 2019.”

The council’s board of directors is
directly responsible for the planning
and facilitation of any new or improved
programs. It’s made up of 13 dues-paying,
voting representatives, including district
music, theater, dance, and art teachers,
as well as parents, local businesses, and
community leaders.
The board chairwoman is Dr. Denise
Davis- Cotton, a longtime champion
of arts-integrated instruction and the
program director for The Florida Center for
Partnerships in Arts-Integrated Teaching
(PAInT) at the University of South Florida
Sarasota-Manatee. Nonvoting board
advisors are Hebert, Glass, a high school
student, and a college student.
“The Board is 100 percent volunteer, and
they work hard,” Hebert stressed. “I am
so thankful to our board members and
committee chairs who’ve volunteered
thousands of hours to ensure that MAEC
is realizing our mission.”
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We are proud to support those who nourish

because when great life lessons
are learned, great lives are lived.
Congratulations and best wishes.

Nourishing communities.

PICTURES: Whitney Patton

Creating A Culture
of Attendance…
S

trong communities thrive in the face of adversity and
work together to achieve shared aspirations. Our region
is strong, and we are not alone. We are one of 390
Grade-Level Reading (GLR) communities that are embracing
the journey to address common obstacles impacting a child’s
ability to read.
Attendance Works, an ally helping the GLR Network jump the
hurdle of chronic absenteeism, is helping to LIFT, LEARN and
LEAD communities like ours through their new attendance
curriculum, created to equip school leaders, teachers, and school
support staff with an understanding of the issue, guidance, and
resources to reduce chronic absences.

96

They have created three modules to support teachers and school
administrators as each integrates attention to attendance into
existing practices. Each 40-minute course contains videos,
reflections, and opportunities to apply new concepts.
Module 1: Why We Teach Attendance
Module 2: Creating a Culture of Attendance - Primary
Grades Version
Module 2: Creating a Culture of Attendance - Secondary
Grades Version
Module 3: Using Data for Intervention and Support
(Primary Grades Version)
Module 3: Using Data for Intervention and Support
(Secondary Version)

In some communities, chronic absence affects 1 in 4 children.
When we work together to monitor data, encourage a habit of
regular attendance, and reduce hurdles that keep children from
getting to school, chronic absenteeism will eventually wither
away. Together, let’s explore how this new tool can assist our
work in closing the gap.
School has just begun, and the excitement of the children is
palpable. As we know, children can’t learn if they aren’t in class.
Excellent attendance is important - Every Day Counts!
Parents, schools, and the community can work together to
influence excellent attendance and focus on school success.

How is attendance
related to school success?

• Chronic absence in Kindergarten is associated with lower

academic performance in 1st grade among all children and,
for poor children, predicts the lowest levels of educational
achievement at the end of fifth grade.
• By 6th grade, missing 20% (or two months of school) is a
critical warning sign of school drop-out.
• By 9th grade, missing 20% of school can be a better
predictor of drop-out than 8th grade test scores.

What can parents do?

• Help your child get into the habit and learn the value of

regular routines.
• Teach your child that attending school is non-negotiable
unless they are truly sick.
• Build relationships with other families and discuss how you can
help each other out (e.g., drop off or pick up children, babysit,
assist with translation) in times of need or emergencies.
• Identify non-academic activities (drama, art, music, etc.) that
can help motivate your child’s interest in school and learning
and seek out schools that can offer those experiences.

What can schools do?

• Educate families about the adverse impact of poor
attendance on school achievement.

• Inform parents about the positive incentives students receive
for good attendance. Consider recognizing parents as well
for their role in their child’s attendance.
• Notify parents that their child’s absence was noticed, either
through a call home or an email.
• Reach out to families to find out what is happening if children
begin to miss school regularly. Where appropriate, refer
families to available resources in the community.

What can the community do?

• Teach parents about the importance of regular attendance,
starting in kindergarten.

• Help parents of older students understand that excessive
absence is a critical warning sign for dropping out.

• Partner with schools to provide social work and case-

management supports to families of children with extended
absences.
• Address barriers to attendance by offering services
(economic supports, social services, etc.) at schools
and referring families to other available resources in the
community.
We know that there’s no such thing as perfect, especially when
it comes to attendance. After all, children do get sick or may
need to miss school for several reasons. We don’t want our
children missing 20 days, so what’s a realistic number? Consider
striving for less than five absences per year as hitting the mark
of excellence!
Source: attendanceworks.org

We’re Growing the Population
of Florida Scrub Jays
Our efforts to protect native wildlife species have helped the endangered
Florida Scrub Jay population not only survive, but grow. As part of the Mosaic
mining process, we designated 850 acres of habitat, and then worked with local
environmental experts to relocate Scrub Jays. Now the Scrub Jay population,
which had only a five percent survival chance 15 years ago, is once again
growing and thriving.

To learn more visit www.MosaicCo.com/Florida
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941-748-4602
SOUTH MANATEE PEDIATRICS
941-210-7942
WHOLE CHILD PEDIATRICS
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