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ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS
Providers for Medicare & Most Major Health Insurance Plans

www.intercoastalmedical.com

Lakewood Ranch I
907-6016
11505 Rangeland Parkway, Bradenton, FL 34211

Beneva Family Practice
365-7390
921 S. Beneva Road, Sarasota, FL 34232

Beneva Professional Center
953-5213
943 S. Beneva Road, Sarasota, FL 34232

Hyde Park
366-2460, 366-5440
2881 Hyde Park St., Sarasota, FL 34239

Cattleridge Medical Building
371-3337, 379-5121
3333 Cattlemen Road, Sarasota, FL 34232

Palmer Ranch
921-6618
8592 Potter Park Drive, Sarasota, FL 34238

Your Neighborhood Family Physicians
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Lakewood Ranch II
538-0001
11715 Rangeland Parkway, Bradenton, FL 34211

It’s More than Just
   Summer Camp, Sports & School  Physicals,

it’ s Quality Health Care
All Year Round



CNC Production SpecialistCustomer Assistance Technology

Hospitality and Tourism Professional Culinary Arts & Hospitality 

ManateeTech.edu

Smart Choice

Program Guide Fall 2019

Real Education.  Real Jobs.  Real Success.

Fall Classes Start in August 
Spring Classes Start in January 

Program Guide - Fall 2019 - NextGen.indd   1 4/12/2019   7:55:05 AM



* = evening class also available
▲= may count towards an AAS/AA degree  
      at Florida public colleges
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Working for The People...
After 30 years of service, Cheri Coryea takes over as acting Administrator

WORDS: Bre Jones Mulock
PICTURES: Wendy Dewhurst

With hearts fluttering to a drumbeat of exciting new 
beginnings and every item they owned, including a dog 
and a cat, jam-packed in their car, Cheri Coryea and 

her husband motored from Huntsville, Alabama, to Bradenton in 
1989 and soared over the Sunshine Skyway for the very first time. 

Golden sunrays illuminated their welcoming path and sparkled 
like diamonds in the water. Coryea looked to her right and caught 
a view mimicking iconic Florida postcards: dolphins leaping and 
playing in the rolling waves.

“I thought, oh my, I’m going to live here?” said Coryea with her 
brown eyes widening as if experiencing the sight for the first 
time again. “I was so taken aback at this sight. It was amazing.”

Coryea, an Indiana native, may have fallen madly in love with 
her new community at first sight, but her community also fell 
in love with her. After 30 years of working for Manatee County, 
including 28 in management, and a career blooming with 
stunning accolades, Coryea carved out a new role March 1 when 
County Commissioners unanimously confirmed her as acting 
County Administrator to the thunder of two standing ovations.

Recalling that monumental moment, emotion and tears pooled 
in her eyes.

“I was scared, emboldened, proud,” said Coryea, who has 
served as Deputy County Administrator since 2017. “I didn’t 
want to let anyone down because we’re all in this together. The 
encouragement from everyone is driving me forward. I can’t 
imagine being new to this community and this position. I know 
these people. I know what to expect and what not to expect, 
which is important in a county growing so rapidly.”

Overwhelming support, including from Ed Hunzeker who retired 
as County Administer in February, has shined a beacon of light 
on Coryea, who serves as the second female in this position.

“I couldn’t be happier with the decision,” Hunzeker said in a 
county statement. “She has witnessed how we managed the 
county, and she will manage with her style… and keep things 
moving. There will be a seamless transition and we’ve worked 
diligently to make it happen.”

After the applause quieted at the Commission meeting in 
February, Coryea reached back out with supportive words to 
the board. “(Commissioners) have a tough job to do with difficult 

decisions to make every day for the 388,000 who live here,” 
Coryea said. “I’m here to make the leadership transition the 
easiest part you have to do and to move things forward. I’m here 
to earn the respect and trust of this board and this community.”

Each morning, Coryea drives into work from Parrish to hit the 
ground running. While her office boasts family pictures, a white 
orchid blooming in the sill of picturesque windows that coax 
the Manatee River inside, a unicorn mug filled with pens and a 
tempting bowl of chocolates on a desk, Coryea isn’t in there for 
long. You’ll often find her buzzing around the county building 
-laptop in hand - dashing from executive meetings and overseeing 
operations to leveling hot button items and listening to constituents.

“I’m results driven – that’s my goal and has been for many years,” 
said Coryea who received the 2012 Tampa Bay Business Journal 
Business Woman of the Year (government category) award. 
“When you work for the people, you want to do a good job.”

Rolling into Bradenton for that first time in 1989, Coryea and her 
husband rented a room at the Park Inn while hunting for a home. 
The charm of the county and smiling, welcoming people, lured the 
young couple to nourish roots here and never leave. In those initial 

Cheri with Karen Stewart (Acting Deputy County Administrator)  
and John Osborne (Deputy County Administrator)
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days, she nearly accepted a position for Sarasota County, but the 
telephone rang the next morning. Manatee County wanted her. 

“Manatee County is unique,” said Coryea. “I’m from a small town 
where people help each other. That’s what this place is. It’s where 
everyone rolls up their sleeves to work together, and I wanted to 
be a part of this community.”

The first chapter of her role in Manatee County will always read 
as a special beginning for Coryea. She helped create and mold 
the first Children Services Advisory Board and develop the 
Children’s Services Fund from its inception in 1991 and grow it 
to a current annual budget of $15 million. 

“This was amazing because we looked at over 100 applicants,” 
said Coryea who raised two daughters in this community and 
her first one was born during this time. “They all wanted to be 
a part of this. The formation of CSAB will always be special.”

As her daughters grew, they often would tackle homework on the 
sidelines of CSAB meetings, pausing to listen and absorb the 
world of service and philanthropy. As a young mom, Coryea felt 
lucky to tap into so many organizations serving children.

“I felt like I had a whole set of experts to consult with at my 
fingertips,” said Coryea. “When my daughters were in middle 
school, someone told me to let your kids know you made mistakes. 
Let them know how you learned from them. This really stuck with 
me and helped start a lot of conversations with my teenagers.” 

Coryea’s career journey unfolds like an honored storybook 
tale of service. Not only did she oversee the two Community 
Redevelopment Area budgets of $2.5 million annually, but she 
also pioneered the creation of the Southwest Tax Increment 
Financing District in 2014. 

She exudes positive energy, and her drive to refine, create, and 
problem solve leaps from the long and winding list of the many 
key county initiatives she has helped develop that will leave 
anyone who tries to rattle them off breathless. These include: 
creation of the Economic Development Incentive Program, 

Health Care for the medically needy, Children’s Services Tax, 
Manatee Millennial Movement, Community Development Block 
Grant, Rubonia Community Center renovations, and the Norma 
Lloyd Park Development.

Focusing on strengthening community relationships with more 
than 150 not-for-profit agencies, hospitals and intergovernmental 
organizations, Coryea as Neighborhood Services Director, 
managed an annual budget of over $44 million including federal, 
state, and local grants.

“Cheri is an amazing individual,” said former County Commissioner 
and current Bradenton Beach Mayor John Chappie at the 
confirmation meeting. “You’re not going to find anyone any better. 
She’s moved up from the ranks, and she knows all the players. 
She will do an excellent job. Not a single person who has worked 
with her can name something she’s failed at. You give her a job, 
and she nails it with dignity, with honor, and with heart.”

When Coryea is not advocating for her community, she finds 
peace and relaxation heading outdoors. She often likes to head 
to the barn where her family has a horse and she jokes they 
have a 1200 pound son – their horse. Cardinals, bluebirds and 
woodpeckers swirl above her and swoop down to tweet hellos 
while she gardens. Time away from the office usually involves 
indulging in trips to visit family still living up north.

However, she’s quick to add, “I also love my work family. We rely 
on each other a lot and they have been so supportive to me.”

While Coryea shares excitement for the future, she also 
acknowledges challenges loom ahead, including the chance 
her year-long position may not transform into a permanent one. 
Coryea does not hold a bachelor’s degree, a requirement for 
County Administrator. At 59, she has enrolled in college and is 
pursing the final 36 credits she needs for a degree while listening 
to the supportive chants from family and friends.

“That’s my Sunday,” Coryea said with a wide smile. “I work on 
my degree then. I value education, and it’s always been on my 
important list.”

After crossing into Bradenton 30 years ago, Coryea and her 
husband pulled over on the south-side of the bridge, awestruck, 
to stare and marvel at their new home. 

“Then I realized I still had to go to work,” Coryea chuckled. 

Her supporters are thankful she did.

Cheri, Simone Peterson (Neighborhood Connections and M3 
Leader), Ogden Clark (Neighborhood Connections and M3 Leader) 
and baby Frankie Clark!
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SarasotaJungleGardens.com
3701 Bay Shore Road • Sarasota, FL 34234

For more information, visit our website or call 941-355-1112 ext. 307

• Packages for 15 to 40 or more guests
• All day fun for the whole family
• Food included
• Recognition at animal shows
• Animal interactions
• Reserved seating area

Bring Your
PARTY TO LIFE!

Around the World in 80 Days Sponsors

FAMILY DAY
SAT, JUNE 15

Family ticket packages available.

Kenny Wax Family Entertainment and Simon Friend present the New Vic Theatre production in association with Royal Exchange Theatre Manchester, England.

THE PERFECT FAMILY TREAT!

By JULES VERNE  
Adapted by LAURA EASON 

Directed by THERESA HESKINS

JUNE 6–23
941.351.8000  | asolorep.org
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. WINGS 

. FRIES

. BEER

. WINE

. LASAGNA 

. SUBS 

. GYROS

. SALADS

. PIZZA 

. SPAGHETTI 

. RAVIOLI

. MANICOTTI

941-758-6478
www.DemetriosPizza.com

1720 Cortez Road West . Bradenton

BE HEALTHY BE 
HAPPYBELONG

JOIN 
THE Y!

FREE “6 WEEKS TO FITNESS SUCCESS”, Access to all branches and Nationwide 
Access, 100+ FREE group exercise classes, State-of-the-art cardio fitness  
centers, Swimming Pools, Locker Rooms, FREE Child Care, Water Aerobics,  
Youth Sports, Swim Lessons, Camp, and more!

Lakewood Ranch   Bradenton   Parrish 
941-798-9622

Manatee Family YMCA
manateeymca.org
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The Dedicated Doctor

WORDS & PICTURES: Jessica Schubick

How Sharon Otis has helped children 
and families for over 50 years.



Dr. Sharon Otis has devoted her life to working with 
children and families, with a career that spans over 50 
years. More than 35 of those years were spent serving 

the local community in Manatee County. As she approaches a 
well-deserved retirement, Dr. Otis has much to reflect upon – as 
well as much to look forward to in the future!

Dr. Otis began her career as a 3rd grade teacher in Erie, 
Pennsylvania. She quickly discovered that she wanted to develop 
a deeper understanding of children, which led her to pursue a 
master’s degree in School Counseling. After earning that degree, 
Dr. Otis went on to earn three additional master’s degrees, as 
well as a doctorate in Human Services, and a Ph.D. in Clinical 
Christian Counseling.

After relocating to Manatee County in 1980, Dr. Otis began 
working as a school counselor at Bayshore Elementary. She went 
on to work as a counselor at Samoset and Bashaw Elementary 
schools and was the first school counselor at Myakka City 
Elementary. 

Dr. Otis opened a private practice focused on family counseling 
in 1984. She left the Manatee County school system in 1990 and 
continued to focus on her practice, while additionally working 
at area hospitals throughout the 1990s. She later taught Child 
Development at Argosy University. 

“I found while working with kids, that I really needed to work with 
their parents – so at that point, I broadened the practice to include 
relationship counseling,” Dr. Otis explains. Her office, now open 
for more than 35 years, went on to offer individual counseling 
for children, teens, and adults; marriage and family therapy; and 
group therapy for men, women, teens, and children.

Dr. Otis’s areas of expertise include behavioral management, 
depression, ADHD, co-dependency, trauma, stress reduction 
and temperament analysis. Dr. Otis is a Licensed Mental Health 
Counselor, a Licensed Clinical Pastoral Counselor, and a Clinical 
Pastoral and Mental Health Supervisor. She is board certified in 
managed care and is an expert in traumatic stress, having worked 
as a first responder for mental health for corporate tragedies and 
crises in the workplace.

Child development, mental health, and education have become 
something of a family business for Dr. Otis. Her son, Tracy 
Formosa has been an educator in Manatee County for more than 
25 years and is currently a Physical Education teacher at Moody 
Elementary. His wife, Kim Formosa, is the Speech & Language 
Program Specialist for Manatee County schools. And Dr. Otis’s 
daughter, Lindsey Phillips, is a Mental Health Director for children 
with disabilities in Orlando.

When discussing what she has learned in her decades of 
experience, Dr. Otis quickly responds: “I think the most important 
thing is that the self-esteem of the child has a lot to do with the 
parents.” As noted, Dr. Otis expanded her practice to include 
adults and relationship therapy because she believes that healthy 
children begin with healthy parents. 

“I even like to work with people before they have children. I advise 
them to get a dog! They’ll learn that consistency is one of the most 
important things. Just as their dog needs to be fed on a schedule 
and maintain a regular sleep pattern, so will their children. And 
pets teach them that yelling doesn’t change behaviors,” she 
continues. “Reward good behaviors and reinforce the behaviors 
you want – don’t just discipline behaviors you don’t want.”

Dr. Otis has worked with her own pets as therapy dogs. Sady, 
her current sheepdog and third therapy dog, works with parents 
to help demonstrate positive reinforcement techniques and to 
help children open up and feel more comfortable during therapy. 

Over the course of her career, Dr. Otis has written 17 books on 
topics ranging from parenting and counseling difficult children 
to her latest book about relationships, “Just Your Type: How to 
Thrive in Relationships Using Personality Types and More.” All 
her books can be found on Amazon and Kindle.  

Needless to say, Dr. Otis isn’t slowing down anytime soon. 
She plans to write another book after her retirement – focusing 
specifically on parenting. She will also continue her consulting 
work with parents out of her home. And of course, she will spend 
time with her six grandchildren, including four in Manatee County 
and two in Orlando. 



Dr. Otis’s Top Parenting Tips…

• Have an adult-centered household, not a child-
centered one. YOU are the authority.

• Do not do for a child what they can do for themselves. 
Help them to set their own alarm for school and learn to 
self-regulate. Teach them early to make a meal – or at 
least get their own cereal.

• Do not yell. (I know I might as well say “Do not breathe,” 
but yelling does not change behavior.)

• Love their other parent, even if you do not live together. 
A child who hears bad things about their parent will not 
say “there is something wrong with them,” they will say 
“there is something wrong with me.”

• Children need structure. Their body does not know 
the difference between a weekday and the weekend. Do 
not allow bedtime to suffer more than an hour or so on 
weekends.

Dr. Otis with her grandchildren Natalie and Amanda Formosa - and dog Sady

Currently the Chairman of the Board for Youth For Christ, Dr. Otis 
has worked with the Boards of eight community organizations 
over the course of her career. She looks forward to continuing 
to work with Youth For Christ, though no longer in the leadership 
role. She also plans to continue her work on the Early Learning 
Coalition of Manatee County Board of Directors, while rolling 
off of the Boards of several other organizations she is currently 
involved with. 

In addition to all the work she still plans to do, her retirement 
will also include some fun. In her leisure time, Dr. Otis enjoys 
“boating, beaching, and reading.” She is a member of four book 
clubs. She and her husband, Dennis Jagdmann, have traveled 
to more than 60 countries in their 32 years together. Each year, 
they choose a different U.S. city and a different foreign country 
to visit. In the next year, they plan to visit Lexington, Kentucky 
and Iceland. 

Summarizing her plans for retirement, Dr. Otis says: “I’ll be doing 
things that I love; I’ll still be working for my causes. I love working 
for my community… and working for kids and animals. So that 
won’t change.”
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Desoto Children’s   Parade 2019



Desoto Children’s   Parade 2019
PICTURES: Whitney Patton





Dr. Rosanna Elena Ianiro 

specializes in women’s healthcare 

and treats chronic medical 

conditions in adolescents, adults 

and older adults. 

Dr. Ianiro received her medical degree from 

Escuela Autónoma de Ciencias Médicas 

de Centro América, Costa Rica. Her family 

medicine residency was completed at the 

University of Texas Health San Antonio in San 

Antonio, Texas. 

She earned a Master’s of Public Health 

in global communicable diseases at the 

University of South Florida in Tampa and is 

certified in public health and clinical tropical 

medicine. She is fluent in Spanish.

Her membership affiliations include the 

American Academy of Family Physicians and 

the American Society of Tropical Medicine 

and Hygiene.

Se habla Española.

North River Family Health Center 

Welcomes Our Newest Provider 

Rosanna Elena Ianiro, MD 
Board-Certified Family Medicine Physician

For language assistance, disability accommodations and the non-discrimination notice, visit our website.
190460-0153 3/19 

Member of Manatee Physician Alliance 

606 4th Avenue West | Palmetto, Florida 34221-5226

Check-In on Your Good Health. 

Make an Appointment Today

Book an appointment online at: 

northriverfamilyhealthcenter.com, 

or call 941.722.7785. 





PICTURES: Wendy Dewhurst
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LANDSIDE
6906 14th Street West

941.758.7880

BRIDGE STREET PIER
Bradenton Beach

941.778.AMOB (2662)

CORTEZ
6696 Cortez Road

941.792.0077

ELLENTON
1525 51st Avenue East

941.721.7773

Annn Marin Oyster Bar
You'll feel like family at

Visit us online for menu, specials,  location info,
& more at  OysterBar.net

www.BishopScience.org 

201 10th Street West 
Bradenton, FL 34205

your mind at  
The Bishop Museum of 
Science and Nature

Blast off. Dive deep. Be curious. 
From a microscopic cell to 
a far away galaxy, we are all 
connected to each other, the 
cosmos, and the world around 
us. Fun and learning await at…

EXPAND

$1 off admission* Up to four (4) admissions. Not valid with any other 
discounts or special offers. Expires 12/31/2019

No Appointment Necessary
Just Walk In

$25 SPORTS PHYSICAL 

Member of Manatee Physician Alliance 
For language assistance, disability accommodations and the non-discrimination notice, visit our website.

Most insurance accepted. 190460-0159 4/19

Proud to be affiliated with Manatee Memorial Hospital and Lakewood Ranch Medical Center

manateeurgentcare.com

Three Convenient Locations
Open 7 Days a Week 

6272 Lake Osprey Drive
Sarasota, FL 34240

941.907.2800

9908 State Road 64 East
Bradenton, FL 34212

941.747.8600 

4647 Manatee Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34209

941.745.5999 
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866-661-5656 
safechildrencoalition.com

Be A Foster 
Parent!
LOCAL 
KIDS NEED 
SOMEONE 
LIKE YOU.

Classes beginning soon!

DISCIPLINE / BELIEF / COMMUNICATION / RESPECT / SELF ESTEEM / HONESTY

Train
Best!

to be
your

TriumphATA.com
941.727.2883



Nourishing communities.

We are proud to support those who nourish

because when great l i fe lessons 
are learned, great l ives are l ived.

Congratulat ions and best wishes.

FIREWORKS NIGHTS
JULY 3   •   JULY 13   •   JULY 27

For the best available seat locations,  
order today by calling us at (941) 747-3031.

Sponsored by Budweiser



FIREWORKS NIGHTS
JULY 3   •   JULY 13   •   JULY 27

For the best available seat locations,  
order today by calling us at (941) 747-3031.

Sponsored by Budweiser



28

A REAL TASTE
OF EUROPE…
WORDS: Kara Chalmers
PICTURES: Whitney Patton

v



Château 13 Restaurant & Wine 
Bar, a hip, new European-
style restaurant and wine bar 

in Bradenton, is owner Jenn Sayko’s 
baby, her second home, her long-held 
dream come true. She’s thrilled with the 
opportunity to share her love of Italian, 
Spanish, French, and Belgian food, 
wine, and beer with her customers. The 
restaurant means the world to her.

Also, it means a lot to Bradenton. Château 
13, which opened its dramatic, metal, 
vineyard-inspired doors in early February, 
is a boon to downtown’s dining scene, 
offering locals and visitors, “a fun way to 
travel without leaving their hometown,” 
Sayko said.

It’s not just the food - expertly flavored 
and beautifully presented by Executive 
Chef Greg Harrison, who hails from New 
England but also has southern, creole 
roots that inspire his cuisine - but the 
dining culture that makes Château 13 
stand out. 

For starters, there’s Sayko herself - 
g r e g a r i o u s ,  p a s s i o n a t e ,  a n d 
knowledgeable. A perfectionist who  
can recommend the perfect bottle of 
wine for any meal. Sayko said she “hires 
on personality” because she’s willing to 
teach her employees the rest. 

“If you’re going to do something, do it 
right,” she said (more than once.)

Sayko’s attention to detail is apparent 
everywhere you look, from the obscure, 
aged goat cheese imported from Holland 
to the deep red leather banquettes 
custom-made in Italy. From her start at 
age 13 as a bus girl at an Anna Maria 
restaurant, and throughout her travels 
and her wine importing and restaurant 
managing career, each place Sayko’s 
worked - each place at which she’s dined 
- gave her ideas. “If it’s going to be mine,” 
Sayko said of the restaurant, “I have to 
believe in every tiny little detail.”

CONTINENTAL 
CULINARY CULTURE
Sayko owns Château 13 with Wim and 
Mieke Lippens, longtime members of the 
Bradenton hospitality industry. The couple, 
Belgium natives, have owned and run the 
Palmetto Riverside Bed & Breakfast for a 
decade. While Sayko’s job title at Château 
13 is general manager (and, she adds, 
“wine girl”), she is the day-to-day force 
behind the restaurant’s operation. 

Every day Château 13 is open (Tuesday 
through Saturday, from 5pm to 10 pm, no 
reservations), Say-ko is there, alongside 
chef Greg and Kathryn Findley - the 
assistant manager, bartender, and “Spain 
aficionado.” 

Each member of the Château 13 team 
provides an essential skill or talent, 
without which the restaurant wouldn’t 
measure up to Sayko’s high standards. 
What’s more, the group is like a little 
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Jenn Sayko and Executive Chef Greg Harrison



family. More often than not, after closing, 
they stay up too late laughing, sampling 
food and wine, and celebrating another 
great night. 

As for customers, what does a great night 
at Château 13 entail? According to Sayko, 
the restaurant’s accommodating, and if 
you’re on a tight schedule, you’ll get in 
and out quickly. But she encourages 
diners to take the time to enjoy courses, 
and to be adventurous eaters. Her aim is 
to provide wel-coming culinary hospitality 
- so prevalent in Europe, where “going out 
to eat” is about so much more than food. 

“If people want a European-style dining 
experience, we love it,” Sayko said. 

She explained that to do this, diners can use 
the menu - the specific layout of which was 
deliberately crafted by Sayko - as a guide. 
To start, there are “Bites,” Sayko’s name 
for what would be called tap-as in Spain, 
cicchetti in Italy, or amuses in France. 

There are 11 choices - warmed black and 
green olives with fennel seed and caper 
berries, for example, or house made Bloc 
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de Foie Gras (duck liver pâté) with fig jam 
- and only three of them are larger than 
two bites. Since the prices range from 
$2.50 to $4, Sayko suggested this is an 
economical way to try something new. 

In addition to Bites, the menu offers 
other small plates: appetizers; hand-cut 
Belgian “Frites” (fries) with house made 
aioli’s; Prince Edward Island Mussels, 
served one of five ways; and cheese 
and charcuterie. Château 13 signatures 
include the Brie Brûlée Bouchée with local 
honey and fresh berries and the Calabrian 
Chili Roasted Shrimp. 

Of the salads, Sayko recommends the 
“iconic Bordeaux” Château Signature, 
which contains bloc de foie gras, cured 
duck breast, boiled egg, fig and shallot 
jams, artisanal greens, cherry tomato, 
walnuts, baguette crouton, and a fig 
balsamic vinaigrette. 

For entrées, there’s the Carbonnade à la 
Flamande, a classic Belgian beef stew, 
and the vegetarian house-made Cavatelli 
Bolognese, made with wild mushrooms, 
and creamy house ricotta cheese (which 
can be excluded to make the dish vegan.) 
Sayko suggests the Louis XIII Burger, 
which features truffled mushrooms, bloc de 
foie gras, shallot jam, and gruyere cheese. 

“It’s over the top,” Sayko said of the burger. 
“I would want customers to know this is a 
thing. This is going to happen to you.” 

Another option for diners? Stick to 
Château 13’s Cheese and Charcuterie 
menu. It contains 15 options, some you 
can view on display in the restaurant’s 
pristine charcuterie cooler. Pick four, six, 
or, allow the chef to select eight signature 
offerings for you. For example, there’s the 
Finocchiona, a pork cheek and belly aged 
hard salami, and the Sweet Grass Dairy 
Tomme, a cows’ milk semisoft and creamy 
cheese, aged 90 days. 

And then there’s the wine.

SHARING THE WORLD 
OF WINE
“There’s not a single place you can 
stand where you don’t see wine,” Sayko 
said, gesturing around her. “And that’s 
on purpose.” 
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At Château 13, there’s a focus on wine 
that’s equal to that on the food since, 
according to Sayko, you can’t have 
one without the other. Sayko has an 
encyclopedic knowledge of, and a 
passion for, all kinds of wine, and it’s 
apparent in the wine list. But wine also 
influences the restaurant’s ambience - 
described as “a mix of wine cave cozy 
and modern and chic.” 

You feel wine’s presence everywhere:  
in the metal chandelier inspired by wooden 
wine barrel staves, in the impressive  
wall art (including the huge mural of 
Sayko’s favorite winery in Italy - Guidobono 
in Piedmont). 

It even serves as storage: the host  
stand and cabinets were built using 
wooden Bordeaux wine box-es. Built-
in wall shelves display Sayko’s favorite 
bottles (including Château 13’s private 
label cham-pagne), acting as “a visual 
wine menu.”

Outside, adjacent to the sleek and 
contemporary restaurant, black and  
gray brick with large, steel-frame windows 
in the style of the original 1926 building, 
is a tiny plot of land, on which five 
muscadine saplings are growing - Sayko’s 
own mini vineyard.

As for the wine list of reds and whites, 
sparkling, rose, sweet, and dessert wines, 
Sayko approached it the same way she 
did everything in the restaurant - with care 
and deliberation.

“There’s a story behind every single one,” 
she said. 

Because she truly wants to teach people 
about the wine she loves, she categorized 
the list by grape, listing the wines in 
each category from lightest to heaviest, 
hoping that would make it easy, and less 
intimidating, for customers to choose.

“People are excited and starving to 
learn about wine,” Sayko said, “but very 
few know where to start or want to ask 
questions.” 

Not to worry - Sayko said she’ll sit and talk 
with customers about wine for hours. Her 
job is her dream job. 



DON’T LET MATH SLIDE THIS SUMMER
With summer right around the corner, 

students are getting ready to ditch 
books and tests for beaches and travel. 
Most students, following a standard nine-
month school calendar, get to enjoy this 
break from school.

Studies have shown that one unintended 
consequence of these long summer 
vacations can be loss of academic 
knowledge and skills - a summer 
learning “slide.” According to the National 
Education Commission on Time and 
Learning (NECTL), students learn and 
retain knowledge better when taught on 
a more consistent basis.  

According to Johns Hopkins University, 
math proficiency is especially susceptible 
to the summer learning “slide.” Students 
can lose up to two and a half months of 
math computational skills learned during 
the school year. 

“These summer months can be the 
perfect time for parents to show their 
children the many practical applications 
of math outside the classroom,” says 
Deborah Baccan, owner of the Bradenton 
Mathnasium franchise. “Encourage kids 
to explore math in their everyday lives. 
Keep it light.”

A great way to offer brief daily math 
practice is to set aside 30 minutes to 
complete “problems of the 
day” related to skills 
students will need in 
the next grade level 
or related to skills 
that proved difficult 
during the previous 
school year. 

These problems could be related to 
adapting recipes in the kitchen, planning 
trips, running a lemonade stand, or 
doing odd jobs for the neighbors. The 
consistency offered by a scheduled time 
can make the difference between retention 
of learning or the dreaded “summer slide.”

Another way to improve math literacy 
is through games, particularly classic 
games that have been adjusted to include 
a math component. Here are a couple of 
games enjoyed at Mathnasium which are 
played with a standard deck of playing 
cards, minus face cards:

• War – In the Mathnasium version, 
students are challenged to use math 
equations with each set of flipped 
cards.

• Heads Up – Players draw a card 
and without looking at it, hold it to 
their own forehead so the opponent 
can see the card. Knowing only the 
value of the opponent’s card and 
given a sum or product of the two 

numbers by the facilitator, 
players call out the 
missing addend or 
factor of their own 

card. The first correct 
response wins the round. Play 

continues until the deck is used up.

These types of practices can be done 
independently or incorporated into family 
game nights. The competitive edge 
may also encourage real effort from the 
students, instead of the feeling of being 
forced to do math when they could be 
playing video games.

Preventing the “summer slide” means 
more than making time to study and 
practice skills learned in the previous year, 
but rather, to provide a variety of methods 
that encourage students to continue 
learning. Homemade educational camps, 
games adapted to practice learning skills, 
and continued parental involvement 
throughout the summer are all factors in 
preventing loss of knowledge. 

Another emerging trend seen over 
school holidays is families who are 
developing “camps” for their children and 
grandchildren. Whether this is during a 
planned trip, or over a week-long stay at a 
relative’s home or in the local community, 
the movement to schedule time for 
educational activities is spreading.

So, during this summer, take time to have 
fun in the sun, but don’t forget to exercise 
the kiddos brains with fun math games.

Mathnasium of Bradenton wishes you and 
your family a fun and safe summer!

• Mathnasium of Bradenton is open 
this summer, Monday through Friday, 
from 2:00-6:00 p.m. Math Game Hour 
is from 2:00-3:00 p.m. daily, with 
instruction beginning at 3:00 p.m. 
They are located at 6731 Manatee 
Ave W in Bradenton.
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BOOK US
FOR YOUR NEXT EVENT!

Have Kona Ice® at your VBS, Summer camps, 
graduations, birthdays, end of year parties 

and any event you want to celebrate!

www.kona-ice.com
scedwards@kona-ice.com
941.465.0802

Kona Ice of Manatee County
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Summer
Vacation!

The Ultimate

Pre-Enroll for Summer Camp
Online Now!

www.doodlebugs.com/summer-camp
Lakewood Ranch • 941.757.0330 • 11015 Passage Drive

Ages 3-12

•Arts & Crafts •Science
•Cooking •Sports
•Computers •Survivor

June 3-August 2, 2019
A Summer Program for Kids Ages 7-13

Featuring: Science, Technology, Engineering & Math
(STEM) Classes

Bradenton 941-752-5203
Lakewood Ranch 941-363-7203
State College of Florida, Manatee-Sarasota does not discriminate on the
basis of sex, pregnancy, race, religion, age, national origin/ethnicity, color,
marital status, disability, genetic information or sexual orientation in any
of its educational programs, services or activities, including admission
and employment. Direct inquiries regarding nondiscrimination policies to:
Equity Officer, 941-752-5323, 5840 26th St. W., Bradenton, FL 34207.

Parrish Family YMCA
12214 US 301 N
Parrish, FL 34219

Lakewood Ranch Family YMCA
5100 Lakewood Ranch Blvd. 
Lakewood Ranch, FL 34211

Bradenton Family YMCA
3805 59th St W, 
Bradenton, FL 34209

SUMMER

UNPLUGGED

UNPLUG THIS 
SUMMER! 

Summer Camp at the Y is electronic free and 
provides children with supervised activities 

that cultivate values, develop skills and 
nurture relationships. Full day and half day 

options available!  Sign up today!

SUMMER CAMP  
REGISTRATION OPEN!  

manateeymca.org
941-798-9622
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Register Today for 25% off!

Karate Camp
Triumph Martial Arts

DISCIPLINE / BELIEF / COMMUNICATION / RESPECT / SELF ESTEEM / HONESTY

STRUCTURED PROGRAM
CERTIFIED INSTRUCTORS
FUN & SAFE

7 weeks of camp
Karate Lessons
also crafts, field trips, movies, 
games and more 

TriumphATA.com 
941.727.2883

June 10 - July 19 

For curious 2nd-5th 
graders who want 
to look to the stars, 
dig down for fossils, 
or build the future. 
The South Florida 
Museum is now…

SUMMER 
SCIENCE CAMP

www.BishopScience.org

201 10th Street West  
Bradenton, FL 34205
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Register online at scgov.net/parks 
or call 941-861-PARK (7275).

Sarasota County’s trusted camp 
provider for more than 40 years!

• Camps to fit your family’s schedule. 
• Summer camps that are affordable!
• Camps to suit your child’s interests. 

PR
N

R 
2.

20
19

Sarasota County Parks, Recreation and Natural Resources

WHEN SCHOOL’S OUT,
CAMP’S IN!
Camp registration begins  
April 1, 2019.



Going Over
The Edge!

WORDS: Jessica Schubick Back in February, Suncoast Youth for 
Christ (YFC) brought their mission of 
reaching young people everywhere 

with the hope of Christ “to new heights” 
with a thrilling event in our community. The 
organization recruited 58 supporters to 
rappel from the roof of the Hyatt Regency 
Sarasota to raise funds and awareness for 
their youth outreach programs. 

Additionally, six local celebrity rappelers – 
including Manatee High School Principal 
David Underhill, Captain Lorenzo Waiters 
of the Palmetto Police Department, and 
Sarasota City Commissioner Shelli Freeland 
Eddie – participated in a VIP media event 
on Friday, February 22nd to help spread the 
word about the effort. 

Captain Waiters said: “I am participating in 
Over the Edge because I want to give back 
to the community. The Palmetto Police 
Department wants to show everyone how 
much we value them and that we are willing 
to go the extra mile – or 12 stories.”

Partnering on this exciting fundraising 
opportunity with Over The Edge Global 
for the second year, Suncoast YFC raised 
more than $72,000 to further their work 
reaching lost and hurting young kids. YFC 
leadership is particularly grateful to their 
“Rope Sponsor,” United Electric. United 
Electric has been long-term supporter of 
YFC’s work with local youth and this year 
they sponsored eight of their employees to 
rappel on behalf of their company.

Individual participants in the event were 
required to raise a minimum of $1000 for 
Suncoast YFC in order to secure their 
rappelling position. The Hyatt Regency 
Sarasota, one of the premier luxury hotels 
on the Suncoast, generously donated the 
use of their 12-story building to make the 
event possible.Manatee High School Principal David Underhill

Captain Lorenzo Waiters of the Palmetto Police Department
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Active in the Suncoast area since 1953, 
Youth for Christ has a distinctive history of 
reaching out to young people. YFC strives to 
demonstrate and communicate a message 
of hope, grace, and love in a variety of 
different settings by building authentic 
relationships with students. 

The YFC vision is to serve every high school, 
middle school, and juvenile detention facility on 
Florida’s Suncoast – with programs stretching 
as far south as Venice. They currently have 
breakfast meetups and other programs that 
are active at 22 school campuses in Manatee 
and Sarasota Counties. 

In addition to the school-based programs, 
Suncoast YFC has also opened “The 180 
House” in downtown Venice. Featuring a 
skateboard ramp in the backyard and an 
art room, this youth hangout is designed to 
be a place where young people can come 
to connect with their peers, engage in inter-
generational relationships, and learn the tools 
to navigate through the challenges of life. 

Additionally, Suncoast YFC programs have 
been active at juvenile detention facilities 
since 1969. YFC is the only faith-based 
ministry active in all five juvenile detention 
campuses in Manatee County. Rebekah 
Ober, Community Engagement Director 
for Suncoast YFC said of their juvenile 
detention program: “These kids are the most 
at-risk. Their lives are literally teetering on 
the edge of going in a very bad direction and 
they are pulled back into being productive 
members of society.”

Students who participate in the YFC 
programs are invited to attend camp as part 
of the ministry during the summer months. 
For many campers, the one-week camp is 
the first time they have been outside the 
state – or even their hometown. Financial 
need is not a barrier to attending, students 
are given opportunities to actively raise 
funds to pay for camp and scholarships are 
offered to all campers. 

David Underhill, Principal of Manatee High 
School explained that he participated in 
the Over The Edge fundraiser because: 
“(Suncoast YFC’s) Campus Life has been a 
program that has helped many students in our 
schools. Their dedication to just being an adult 
in the schools who is willing to listen and not 
judge has given students an outlet that is so 
needed in our young people’s lives.”

• To learn more about Suncoast Youth for Christ, visit www.suncoastyfc.org. 

Sarasota City Commissioner Shelli Freeland Eddie

David Jones

Doug Fernandes
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Manatee Community

Pictures: Wendy Dewhurst
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Baby Shower
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Pictures: Whitney Patton
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Childcare Provider Directory



Boys And Girls Club at Harllee Middle 
6423 9th Street East 
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-751-7027

Boys And Girls Club at Lincoln Memorial Middle 
305 17th Street East
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-721-6840

Boys And Girls Club at Oneco Elementary
5214 22nd Street Court East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-751-7018

Boys And Girls Club at Orange Ridge-Bullock Elementary
400 30th Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-741-3325

Boys And Girls Club Palmetto
1600 10th Street West
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-722-1268

Boys And Girls Club at Rodgers Garden-Bullock Elementary
515 13th Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-209-7540

Boys And Girls Club at Southeast High 
1200 37th Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-741-3366

Bradenton Christian School West
1305 43rd Street West
Bradenton, FL 34209
941-404-4491

Bradenton Early Learning Academy
7700 Cortez Road West
Bradenton, FL 34210
941-216-3305

Bright Beginnings Academy
614 10th Street West
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-479-7910

Bright Futures Daycare & Preschool, LLC
1617 26th Street West
Bradenton, FL  34205
941-251-5436

Capokids Martial Arts Preschool
11534 Palmbrush Trail
Bradenton, FL 34202
941-922-4520

Centers For Success, Inc.
7727 17th Street Court East
Tallevast, FL 34270
941-822-8952

A Child's Galaxy Preschool
4417 20th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34207
941-755-6302

A Growing Start Childcare Center, LLC
525 3rd Street East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-896-9750

A Little Schoolhouse Christian Academy
11740 U.S Highway 301 North
Parrish, FL 34219
941-776-1973

A Plus Growing Academy
800 10th Avenue West
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-722-0797

A Readiness Learning Academy
9045 59th Avenue Circle East
Bradenton, FL 34202
941-727-9354

A Readiness Learning Academy 2
6130 SR 70 East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-752-4927

Adventures In Learning
712 61st Street East
Palmetto, FL 34221 
941-722-1816

All Gods Children Preschool
11107 Palmbrush Trail
Bradenton, FL 34202
941-739-2776

Anna Maria Island Community Center
407 Magnolia Avenue
Anna Maria, FL 34216
941-778-1908

Bella Rose Learning Center
708 32nd Avenue East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-749-2800

Bible Baptist Church Academy
1750 6th Avenue West
Unit 101
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-479-4958

Boys And Girls Club DeSoto
5231 34th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34210
941-758-3828

Boys And Girls Club at Daughtrey Elementary
515 63rd Avenue East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-751-7023
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Early Education
Opportunities For All!
WORDS & PICTURES: Jessica Schubick

When families have questions 
or concerns about their child’s 
development or behavior, they 

may not know where to turn for guidance. 
The Early Learning Coalition of Manatee 
County’s Inclusion Services department 
connects families with local resources to 
provide screenings and to help insure the 
child is in the least restrictive, and most 
appropriate, learning environment.

The best way to help a child achieve 
developmental milestones is to identify 
possible challenges and strategize with 
the child’s family and school early. The 
Early Learning Coalition (ELC) Inclusion 
Services team can provide assistance 
and consultation to child care centers and 
families regarding health, development, 
disability, and special needs issues. 
Techniques and strategies are shared 
to help children obtain the maximum 
benefits of their early learning experience. 

Many chi ldren with behavioral or 
developmental disabilities miss out 
on opportunities for early detection 
and intervention prior to their entry to 
kindergarten. The ELC’s Screening 
and Assessment Specialists, Shelby 
Hagemann and Sarah Park, can work 
with families and providers to coordinate 
an ASQ-3 (Ages & Stages Questionnaire) 
screening that helps provide information 
about the developmental status of young 
children (ages one month to five years) 
across five areas: communication, gross 
motor, fine motor, problem solving, and 
personal-social. 

The purpose of the screening is to 
ensure a child’s developmental progress 
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wil l  be t racked and, 
when necessary, proper 
follow-up will be offered. 
This screening helps 
determine if the child is 
falling behind in one or 
more of those areas. If 
the child needs further 
services, Tina Trivers, 
the ELC’s  Inc lus ion 
Specialist, can help the 
parents by providing 
referrals to local agencies 
to get further evaluations 
and services. 

Children younger than 
three who are in need 
of additional screening 
services may be referred 
to the Gulf Central Early 
Steps Program. Children 
above the age of three 
are referred to the School 
District of Manatee County’s Evaluation 
Center. Children with social-emotional 
needs may be referred to Centerstone or 
to a local developmental pediatrician for 
additional screenings. 

The ELC also makes services available 
to child care providers to enhance staff’s 
knowledge and competence in serving 
children with disabilities or behavioral 
challenges. Tina provides trainings for 
child care providers that include topics 
such as social and emotional learning, 
brain development, sensory processing, 
and biting behaviors, among others. 
Through the knowledge gained during 
these trainings, children will benefit from 
being a part of a quality program.

One of the newer child care provider 
training programs the ELC administers is 
the “Pyramid Model for Supporting Social 
Emotional Competence in Infants and 
Young Children” which promotes young 
children’s healthy social and emotional 
development. The Pyramid Model builds 
upon a tiered public health approach to 
providing universal support to all children 
to promote wellness, as well as targeted 
services to those who need more support.

Additionally, Tina provides in-class 
services to child care centers in Manatee 
County. Her “Tuesdays with Tucker” 
program teaches social and emotional 
learning skills to VPK children based 
on the Pyramid Model with the use of 

a “Tucker the Turtle” puppet. Tina is 
also available to provide classroom 
observations and to help teachers with 
strategies and coaching. She will provide 
encouragement for positive aspects of 
classroom skills and offer suggestions for 
improvement in any inclusion areas that 
might be lacking. 

Also focusing on child care center 
inclusion development is the BPIECE 
or “Best Practices for Inclusion in Early 
Childhood Education” tool and training 
for childcare practitioners and directors. 
Supporting early childhood education 
practit ioners and caregivers is an 
important part of the job for directors. 
This is especially true when practitioners 
are work ing wi th young chi ldren 
with disabilities. 

The BPIECE self-assessment tool has 
been developed to give practitioners 
and directors a framework that builds a 
bridge between research on inclusion and 
practices in early childhood education 
settings. The results of the assessment 
tool will assist early education centers 
in self-identifying areas of strength and 
priorities regarding inclusive practices 
and assist in developing a plan to improve 
the quality of services, instruction, and 
support to all young children and their 
families. Tina was among those who 
contributed to developing the tool with the 
Florida Office of Early Learning. 

Inclusion supports the rights of all children 
to participate in a natural child care setting 
or learning environment, regardless of 
their diverse abilities. The ELC’s Inclusion 
Services team helps promote community 
awareness and support for equal access to 
early learning opportunities for all children. 

A toll-free number is available throughout 
the state of Florida to provide assistance 
and consultation regarding the inclusion 
of children with disabilities and special 
health care needs. This number is known 
as the “Warm Line” and is available to 
families and child care centers to request 
information relating to the special needs 
of children.

Parents and providers in search of 
information about a child’s development 
may contact Inclusion Services at the 
ELC via the contact information below 
for screening assistance or if they are 
concerned that a child is having difficulty 
maintaining an inclusive child care 
or preschool placement due to their 
developmental and behavioral needs.

Early Learning Coalition of Manatee 
County Warm Line:
(941) 757-2900 ext. 243

State of Florida Warm Line (toll-free):
(866) 357-3239
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Imagine if being sent to the corner, or to time out, was less of a 
punishment and more of a therapeutic experience that included 
items meant to calm the senses and regulate emotions.

“When children start crying uncontrollably because they don’t 
get their way, the most primitive part of their brain is taking over 
and preventing them from making rational decisions,” said Marina 
Bunch, Clinical Director of Outpatient Mental Health Services at the 
Florida Center for Early Childhood. “Children need support from their 
caregivers and the environment in order to learn how to regulate their 
emotions just as they need support to learn how to speak or walk.”

Bunch and her team of early childhood mental health experts 
created calming boxes to give to their young clients when they are 
feeling upset and recommend that parents do the same in order to 
incorporate self-regulation into their child’s everyday routine.

A calming box is filled with items that stimulate all five senses, which 
can ease anxiety and teach children to rely on their senses in order 
to regulate their emotions and avoid, or recover from, an outburst. 
“A calming box should have at least one item for each sense,” said 
Tara Motzenbecker, a licensed school pychologist. “It should be a 

special box that kids don’t normally have access to. It’s not a toy, 
it’s something special for when they are very upset.”

If a child has an episode, parents can send them to a quiet, 
comfortable place in the house and give them the calming box to 
use to settle down. If the child is not able to calm themselves on 
their own, Bunch recommends the parent sitting with them and 
showing them how to use the box until they develop the capacity 
themselves. The process is not meant to be a punishment, but a 
tool to help regulate their emotions.

Motzenbecker said parents don’t have to spend a lot of money to 
buy a calming box, in fact, most of the items inside are things they 
probably already have at home or can create easily with household 
items. She recommended parents do the following:

• Create the calming box itself. Before you start collecting calming 
contents, you will need something to contain them. Motzenbecker 
said children are more likely to treat the box as something special 
if they decorate it themselves, painting it with their favorite color or 
adorning it with pictures of things that make them feel good.

WORDS:  Merab-Michal Favorite
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• Serve something savory. Finally, once your child has calmed 
down, you may choose to give them something savory to snack on. 
You can even eat it with them, teaching them to chew slowly while
describing the taste. For instance, if you are biting into an orange 
slice, you might describe how it’s juicy, tangy and comes from the 
citrus family.

“This process can also work for grown-ups,” Motzenbecker said. “If 
parents get upset they can ask to use the calming box too, it really 
just reinstates the importance of the box.”

Other items that could be included are family photos, a favorite 
book, a journal, a cherished toy – anything that would initiate happy 
thoughts or memories.

Bunch and Motzenbecker discussed the calming box technique 
at one of their monthly parenting classes at The Florida Center’s 
Starfish Academy, an inclusion therapy early education preschool 
where typically developing children learn alongside those with 
special needs.

• Make a do-it-yourself glitter bottle. Similar to snow globe, a 
glitter bottle can be made easily from an empty clear bottle filled 
with one third translucent glue, two thirds water and whatever type 
of glitter you prefer. A glitter bottle is visually stimulating and can 
also serve as a timer. Simply shake the bottle and watch as the 
glitter settles.

• Use a stress ball or squishy toys to relieve tension. Teach 
children to squeeze the stress ball or toy as hard as they can as an 
alternative to taking their out aggression inappropriately.

• Create an aromatherapy jar. All you need is a small container and 
a cotton ball drizzled with your child’s favorite essential oil. Sniffing 
it can positively affect the brain. You can also sprinkle  essential oil 
in Playdoh to achieve the same effect. The Playdoh then serves a 
dual purpose, stimulating both the smell and touch senses.

• Make some noise. Whether it’s a noise machine, a rain stick, a 
treasured toy that makes music, or an old CD player or iPod with a 
carefully selected collection, sound has a big effect on mood. Choose 
something that makes your child happy or stimulates a cherished 
memory to help them calm down.

The Florida Center for Early Childhood is the leading provider of therapeutic services for young children 
in Southwest Florida, delivering a seamless array of services for the whole child and their family. For more 
information visit www.thefloridacenter.org.



Children's Nest of Manatee, Inc.
5051 26th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34207
941-753-9024

Community Christian School
5500 18th Street East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-756-8748

CORE Early Education And Learning
605 13th Avenue West
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-729-9069

Countryside Academy For Children
5807 18th Avenue East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-747-3044

Creative Kids Connection
408 75th Street Northwest
Bradenton, FL 34209
941-794-8687

DC's Child Care Center 
5105 26th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-746-6090

Doodle Bugs! Children's Learning Academy
11015 Passage Drive
Bradenton, FL 34211 
(941) 757-0330

Dougherty Family Day Care Home 
607 65th Avenue Drive West
Bradenton, FL 34207
941-758-1384

Drake Family Day Care Home 
4215 Fairfax Drive East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-807-9506

Drama Kids International
Multiple locations in Sarasota & Bradenton
941-922-8121

Easter Seals of Southwest Florida
350 Braden Avenue
Sarasota, FL 34243
941-355-7637

Education Time
5165 33rd Street East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-753-7332

Ellen Meade Studios, Inc.
1323 63rd Avenue East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-755-1757

Ellenton United Methodist Preschool
3607 US Highway 301 North
Ellenton, FL 34222
941-722-2318

Faith Preschool of Faith UCC
4850 SR 64 East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-746-7895

Family Life Community School
3301 Moccasin Wallow Road
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-792-7911

First For Kids Children's Christian Center
603 11th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-748-0824

Foundation For Dreams
16110 Dream Oaks Place
Bradenton, FL 34212
941-746-5659

Free To Grow Academy
915 14th Street East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-773-5062

Future Leaders Large Family Childcare Home
1018 35th Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-746-6305

Genesis Learning Academy
1420 6th Avenue East
Palmetto FL, 34221
941-723-7358

Grandma's Babysitting Center
1728 26th Avenue East 
Bradenton FL, 34208
941-708-9864

Growing Hands Learning Center
5743 69th Street East
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-845-4873

Happy Cubs
6207 21st Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34209
941-798-6173

Happy Go Lucky
1606 55th Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34207
941-752-4608

Hawkins Family Day Care Home
439 47th Street West
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-405-2405
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House of JBaby's Childcare
5304 7th Street East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-226-1967

Imagine Charter School at North Manatee
9275 49th Avenue East
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-981-5345

In The Beginning Learning Center
5503 12th Street East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-567-6106

It's A Small World, Inc. Daycare & Preschool
900 3rd Street East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-405-4532

Johnson Family Day Care Home
2403 Lehigh Avenue
Bradenton, FL 34207
941-242-1831

Joy Learning & Development Academy
2515 37th Street East
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-721-0684

Jump Start Preschool of the Arts
11005 Passage Drive
Bradenton, FL 34211
941-747-8900

Kiddie Academy of Lakewood Ranch
4225 Concept Court
Bradenton, FL 34211
941-727-9072

Kids Academy Plus 57th
1415 57th Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34207
941-727-1841

Kids Academy Plus 38th
5415 38th Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34209
941-792-3678

Kids Academy Plus HL
4635 26th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34207
941-524-1045

Kids Club Child Development & Education Center
3700 26th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-751-4182

Kids On The Rock
1401 14th Avenue West
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-729-4567

Kids R Kids 4 Florida
11520 Palmbrush Trail
Lakewood Ranch, FL 34202
941-727-9990

Kidz Learning Steps
1425 10th Avenue East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-538-0231

Kidzone Preschool
116 27th Avenue East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-746-2727

La Petite Academy 37th 
4301 37th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-756-5227

La Petite Academy SR 70
6919 53rd Avenue East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-753-2336

La Petite Academy Vintage Road
4507 Vintage Drive
Sarasota, FL 34243
941-355-7677

Lake Manatee Childcare
25916 State Road 64 East
Myakka City, FL 34251
941-322-0330

Lane Family Day Care Home
602 31st Avenue East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-746-1774

Laugh N Learn Academy LLC
5233 4th Avenue Circle East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-405-4998

Learning Unlimited
6210 17th Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34209
941-794-5838

Learning With Love
2712 47th Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34207
941-751-4989

Let's Learn Early Childhood Center
2118 1st Street West
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-567-4279

Lil' Angels Daycare Inc.
1415 7th Avenue East
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-729-0442
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Little Einstein's Academy
3631 Tallevast Road
Bradenton, FL 34243
941-894-6505

Little People's Place
374 Scott Avenue
Sarasota, FL 34243
941-355-8741

Love Comes First Preschool & Child Care Center
8630 SR 70 East
Bradenton, FL 34202
941-755-7800

Loving Hands Daycare
1204 60th Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34207
941-755-6306

Manatee United Methodist Preschool
315 15th Street East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-750-6739

Mini Me Kids Daycare
1902 26th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-254-4940

Mini Me Kids Learning Center, LLC
3005 26th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-254-4940

Morgan Family Day Care Home
2809 8th Street Court West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-745-2401

My First Steps of Bradenton, Inc.
3815 26th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-727-5511

Myakka Early Learning Center, Inc.
37190 Singletary Road
Myakka City, FL 34251
941-322-2605

Our Kids West
2425 38th Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-752-1715

Palma Sola Early Learning Academy
7315 1st Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34209
941-795-0788

Palmetto Youth Center
501 17th Street West
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-722-0783

Pathways To Learning LLC
1300 Manatee Avenue East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-896-8804

Pathways To Learning 15th
1050 15th Street East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-896-8802

Plasencia, Teresa
Rayitos De Sol Daycare Home
1019 61st Avenue Drive East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-580-4347

Primary Prepatory of Bradenton
2506 12th Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-746-4816

Primrose School Lakewood Ranch Town Center
9127 Town Center Parkway
Bradenton, FL 34202
941-373-6363

Puppy Patch Preschool
1116 35th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-748-6648

Reaching For The Stars Academy
2239 14th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-748-3901

Sandman Preschool And Academy
924 Wilmerling Avenue
Sarasota, FL 34243
941-755-2591

School District of Manatee County 
Professional Support Center
2501 63rd Avenue East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-751-6550

School For Constructive Play, Inc.
302 Pine Avenue
Anna Maria, FL 34216
941-778-2210

Smarty Pants Preschool 2
904 43rd Street West
Bradenton, FL 34209
941-896-4796

Smarty Pants Preschool LLC
832 62nd Street Circle East
Suite 101
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-747-7710
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Smiling Faces Academy, Inc.
5302 1st Street East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-756-1234

Smiling Faces Junior Academy, Inc.
1720 11th Street West 
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-747-3925

Sprouts Child Development Center
14305 Covenant Way
Bradenton, FL 34202
941-907-7333

Stars of Love Childcare 1, LLC
404 60th Avenue Drive East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-739-7779

Step Up Suncoast 
Rise & Shine Early Learning Morton Clark
1707 15th Street East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-750-6667

Step Up Suncoast 
Rise & Shine Early Learning Palmetto
1315 2nd Avenue West
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-750-6667

Step Up Suncoast 
Rise & Shine Early Learning Palm View Elementary
6025 Bayshore Road
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-750-6667

Step Up Suncoast 
Rise & Shine Early Learning Parkland
6432 Parkland Drive
Sarasota, FL 34243
941-750-6667

Step Up Suncoast 
Rise & Shine Early Learning Pine Village
1103 56th Avenue Drive East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-750-6667

Step Up Suncoast 
Rise & Shine Early Learning West Bradenton
2531 9th Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-750-6667

Suenos Magicos Home Day Care
2206 41st Street Court West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-666-8150

Sunny Daze Preschool East
9922 SR 64 East
Bradenton, FL 34212
941-750-0042
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Childcare Resource & Referral
(941) 757-2910

Sunshine Academy & Daycare
2520 43rd Street West
Bradenton, FL 34209
941-794-3143

Sunshine's School of Fish
5715 26th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34207
941-580-4954

The Goddard School
14534 Arbor Green Trail
Lakewood Ranch, FL 34202
941-752-6600

The Learning Experience Lakewood Ranch
14425 Arbor Green Trail
Bradenton, FL 34202
941-251-4046

The Myakka City Community Center
10070 Wauchula Road
Myakka City, FL 34251
941-322-8114

Thompson Academy LLC
1212 43rd Street West
Bradenton, FL 34209
941-748-2162

Tiny Tots University
930 9th Street Drive West
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-723-9072

TLC Day Care Center
3407 17th Street Court East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-748-4799

Toad Hall Children's Center of Bradenton
4004 8th Avenue Drive West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-746-3951

Toddler's Ark FCCH
711 36th Avenue East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-879-2407

Toddler's Inn Child Care Center
2611 9th Street East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-746-4631

Toddlers Learning & Growing Academy LLC
1017 5th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-281-2523

Tree Of Life Preschool
2200 26th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-747-1756

Trinity Children's Center
3200 Manatee Avenue East
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-748-8608

Wee Care Christian Academy
10540 Hamilton Way
Myakka City, FL 34251
941-322-6409

Woodland Early Childhood Center
9607 SR 70 East
Bradenton FL, 34202 
941-753-8588 

Wright, May Dixon FCCH
Learning and Caring 
1016 31st Street East 
Palmetto FL 34221 
941-721-0232 
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Hungry For Change…
WORDS: Amy Bell

Across the Tampa Bay area, 
hundreds of thousands of people 
are considered “food insecure.” 

This means they do not have consistent, 
easy access to safe, nutritionally adequate 
food. While you may assume food 
insecurity is something that impacts only 
homeless people, this is not the case. 
Many working adults, children, and elderly 
people also lack access to nutritious food. 

Fortunately, Feeding Tampa Bay, part of 
the national Feeding America network, 
is on a mission to stamp out hunger. “As 
the backbone of hunger relief, Feeding 
Tampa Bay is the largest food rescue 
and distribution organization in our 
community, serving a food-insecure 
population of more than 600,000 people 
in a 10-county region,” explains Rhonda 
Gindlesperger, Chief Operations Officer 
of Feeding Tampa Bay.  

Feeding Tampa Bay is changing lives one meal at a time

60

Rhonda Gindlesperger, Chief Operations Officer of Feeding Tampa Bay.



Hungry For Change…

Founded in 1982, Feeding Tampa 
Bay recovers surplus food from local 
farmers, manufacturers, supermarkets, 
and organized community food drives, 
and distributes it to those in need. 
Gindlesperger says they accomplish this 
through direct distribution programs and 
a partnership network of more than 500 
community partners. Collectively, the 
organization and its network distribute 
4 million meals each and every month 
to community members who would 
otherwise go hungry.

“Feeding Tampa Bay’s mission is to 
change lives one meal at a time by 
leading our community in the fight against 
hunger,” Gindlesperger emphasizes. 

Feeding the Community
Feeding Tampa Bay offers numerous 
programs to assist hungry individuals 
throughout the region, including Manatee 
County. “Hunger affects children in our 
local schools, grandparents living on a 
fixed income, veterans who have fought 
for our country, and working families 
who are trying hard to make ends meet 
- hunger affects everyday people every 
day,” says Gindlesperger. 

As the needs of the community continue 
to change, she says Feeding Tampa Bay’s 
programs and services are also evolving. 
“With many factors contributing to food 
insecurity and families’ needs, our goal 

is to break down barriers and increase 
access to nutritious foods to ultimately 
create opportunities that strengthen 
everyone in the household.”

For instance, the organization offers a 
Mobile Pantry Program, which delivers 
perishable and non-perishable groceries 
directly into areas where access to 
grocery stores is low. The Early Learning 
Coalition (ELC) of Manatee County 
recently partnered with Feeding Tampa 
Bay to provide this service to local 
families. This mobile pantry is offered the 
first Saturday of every month from 9:00am 
to 10:30 am at the ELC, located at 600 
8th Avenue West Suite 100 in Palmetto. 
Families can stop by to collect one box 
of free food, and there is no ID required. 
More than 100 families visited the ELC’s 
first ever Feeding Tampa Bay Mobile 
Pantry event on February 2nd, and these 
numbers continue to grow. 

“Through Feeding Tampa Bay’s agency 
partner network – like the Early Learning 
Coalition of Manatee County - we are able 
to distribute food in the neighborhoods 
where people live and work,” remarks 
Gindlesperger. 

Feeding Tampa Bay also offers the 
Feeding Minds School Pantry Program, 
which houses pantries onsite in schools, 
as well as its Trinity Cafe program, which 
serves families a hot meal every day. 
“The goal is to ensure families who are 
already strained by time and money have 
various options to access nutritious food 
in convenient ways,” she explains. “These 
direct distribution programs, among 
others the organization deploys, are all 
aimed to deliver healthy foods directly to 
our neighbors in need.”

Addit ionally,  Feeding Tampa Bay 
recently launched a new strategic plan 
entitled IMAGINE. “The organization 
has a bold vision for the future and we 
invite everyone to join us as we create 
a hunger-free community, providing 
115 million meals every year, by 2025,” 
she adds. Visit FeedingTampaBay.org/
IMAGINE to learn more.
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A Rewarding Role
Gindlesperger says her job with Feeding 
Tampa Bay is extremely gratifying. 
“The most rewarding part is having the 
privilege to be able to meet and work 
with so many dedicated people who are 
passionate about our community,” she 
says. “When I give a tour of Feeding 
Tampa Bay and share all of the work we 
and our agency partners are doing, I 
am proud of the impact we have made 
and inspired and energized about the 
direction we are headed.”

She also takes comfort knowing that 
neighbors who would otherwise go hungry 
are enjoying meals with their families. “To 
know that families can gather around their 
table and share a meal together - and that 
I get to be a part of making that possible 
alongside our partners, volunteers and the 
team at Feeding Tampa Bay - is extremely 
rewarding and powerful. I am forever 
grateful for the opportunity to serve our 
community and can imagine a hunger-free 
Tampa Bay.”

However, Gindlesperger points out that 
Feeding Tampa Bay cannot accomplish its 
mission without the community’s support. 
She says there are three different ways 
you can get involved with the organization: 

• VOLUNTEER: “Whether you volunteer 
at Feeding Tampa Bay, Trinity Cafe or with 
one of our 500 agency partners, your time 
is valuable to our mission and saves us 
hundreds of thousands of dollars.”

• DONATE: “Feeding Tampa Bay can 
turn every $1 you donate into 10 meals 
for our neighbors in need, so no matter 
the size of your gift, you can make a 
significant impact to those we serve!”

• ADVOCATE: “Tell your friends and 
family, your colleagues, and anyone 
in your network about the mission of 
hunger relief. In our region, 1 in 7 adults 
and 1 in 4 children struggle with hunger, 
and it is closer to all of us than we 
realize. Help us raise awareness 
about the issue so we can continue to 
grow this mission and work towards a 
hunger-free community.”

“The work we do doesn’t happen without 
a community rallied behind us,” she adds. 
“With food playing a role in all of our lives, 
we invite everyone to find a way to get 
involved that means the most to you.”

• For more information about events, 
programs, and ways to get involved, 
visit FeedingTampaBay.org. 
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Stronger Together…
WORDS: Amy Bell
PICTURES: Whitney Patton

The Women’s Resource Center 
(WRC) has been prov id ing 
counseling, training, and guidance 

to women across the Suncoast for 
nearly 40 years. Today, WRC serves 
thousands of women and families in 
Manatee and Sarasota counties. The 
organization of fers strategies and 
resources to encourage self-confidence, 
determination, and a sense of place. It all 
comes together to solve immediate needs 
and provide hope for the future.

A couple of years ago, the organization 
underwent an exciting change: a merger 
between the Women’s Resource Centers 
of Manatee and Sarasota. 

“A shared vision to reach greater 
numbers of women in a cost-effective 
manner was the catalyst that brought the 
Women’s Resource Center of Manatee 
and the Women’s Resource Center of 
Sarasota together,” says Ashley Brown, 
President & CEO of WRC. In 2016, the 
two organizations started to explore 
how a merger could create additional 
opportunities to empower more women. 

Of course, the merger was no easy task. 
With The Patterson Foundation providing 
facilitation expertise, Brown says the 
WRC Board of Directors and executive 
leadership of both organizations spent 
more than 1,400 hours discussing the idea 
with stakeholders, donors, community 
leaders, and area community foundations. 
A year later, the two organizations 
formally joined forces.    

“A new era began at the Women’s Resource 
Center as the merger of the Manatee and 
Sarasota centers became official January 
1, 2017,” Brown emphasizes. “Going 
through a merger takes a tremendous 
amount of effort. We have an amazing 
staff, Board of Directors and volunteers 
who continue to work on creating systems 
to bring the best of our programming and 
culture to the community.”

WRC now offers programming at three 
locations: Bradenton, Sarasota, and 
Venice. The organization also provides 
programming onsite for some community 
partners. 

Making a Local Impact
Earning a livable wage is a real issue for 
women and their families, Brown says. “The 
United Way ALICE Report (which stands 
for Asset Limited, Income Constrained, 
Employed) helps illuminate the magnitude 
of this problem,” she adds. The ALICE 
population represents those who work hard 
and fall above the federal poverty line—but 
they still live paycheck to paycheck. 

“In other words, the working poor,” she 
explains. “For many, a small emergency 
can quickly become a major financial 
crisis.” 

Brown points out that 44% of Manatee 
County households live below the survival 
budget of $47,184 (for a family of 4), and 
37% of Sarasota County households live 
below the survival budget of $45,984. 

“The population that struggles most 
is single mother head of households,” 
she adds. As housing, child care, and 
transportation costs continue to increase, 
and local wages are below average, this 
working poor population is on the rise in 
Manatee and Sarasota counties. 

“For many low-income women, their 
goal is to attain independence from 
public benefit programs and become 
self-sufficient,” Brown says. “However, 
they are stuck in a cycle of poverty that 
keeps them from advancing. They can’t 
earn enough money to get to a financially 
secure level, or they reach a wage that 
disqualifies them from any assistance 
but results in less net income. This is 
also a huge problem for employers 
who experience high turnover and work 
disruption as individuals quit or reduce 
their hours so as to not reach the ‘cliff.’”  

This is where the Women’s Resource 
Center is trying to make a change. The 
WRC, along with other organizations, is 
advocating for state representatives to 
create a Florida public benefit system 
that provides for a gradual shift off social 
programs as workers earn more money. 

They are also calling for representatives 
to assess current eligibility levels to 
help more families break the cycle of 
generational poverty. “Such a system 
would create a pathway out of poverty for 
individuals and families, help to stabilize 
the labor market and reduce overall 
government spending,” Brown says. 

WRC of Manatee and Sarasota join forces to empower local women

67



Aside from policy change, the WRC 
offers hands-on programs to help and 
educate the community’s women and 
families. “We are so fortunate to live in a 
region where every day there are people, 
companies, foundations, and agencies 
focusing on the tough questions such as 
affordable housing, quality child care, and 
livable wages,” remarks Brown. 

While she says WRC doesn’t have all 
the answers, it’s a great place for women 
to start. “Imagine if you were living 
paycheck-to-paycheck, underemployed 
but unsure of how you are going to get 
a higher paying job,” she illustrates. 
“Imagine if you were going through an 
emotional rough spot and did not have the 
resiliency or support system to remind you 
that this too shall pass? Everyday women 
walk through our doors who are struggling 
with issues like these, and we are here 
to help. At WRC, we have staff and 
volunteers who connect, train, mentor, 
and support our clients on their journey. 
We are their support system, their tribe.”

Two Decades of Dedication
Born in Carrollton, Georgia, Brown 
grew up in Bluefield, West Virginia and 
Columbia, South Carolina and graduated 
from the College of Charleston. She first 
started volunteering at WRC nearly 20 
years ago. 

“I was working in Palmetto at Ohio 
Transformer and used to drive by the 
center on Manatee Avenue,” she recalls. 
“One day, I decided to call and see what 
volunteer opportunities were available.” 

Her first volunteering “job” with the 
organization was teaching computer 
classes at night. “I loved working with 
the clients and really connected with the 
mission of WRC,” she enthuses. 

A couple of years later, Ohio Transformer 
was sold, and Brown lost her job. 
Coincidentally, there was a job opening 
at the Women’s Resource Center in 
finance and development. “It was a 
complete departure from what I had 
been doing professionally, but I wanted 
to work at WRC—so I applied, and the 
rest is history!” 

Brown became the WRC Director in April 
2003. Today, as President & CEO, she is 
still steadfastly committed to the WRC’s 
mission, and her passion for the work 
continues to grow. 

While her job is certainly challenging at 
times, Brown says it is also extremely 
fulfilling. “Without question, the most 
rewarding part of my job is the clients,” 
she says. “Whether I am interacting with 
them directly or just hearing their stories 
from staff or volunteers, they are the 
reason I come to work every day.” 

Brown says she recently ran into a client 
who was leaving a WRC class. “I asked 
her how things were going,” she says. 
“She looked at me beaming and said, ‘I 
came here in pieces and you all helped 
me put myself back together.’” 

Last month, Brown received an email from 
a client who used WRC’s services way 
back in 1979. The email read something 
l ike this: “The Challenge program 

turned my life around. I was divorced, 
heartbroken, the mother of two, and had 
no idea how I was going to support us. I 
was a member of the second Challenge 
graduating class, under the tutelage of 
Muriel Quimby. Because of her belief in 
me, and the support I found, I was able to 
move forward. I built on the foundation of 
the Challenge classes, lived a successful 
life, and still put the skills I learned in this 
program to use. I will be forever grateful 
to WRC for helping to guide my life on a 
journey of blessings.”

These are just a couple of the amazing 
WRC success stories among thousands 
that span over four decades. “The 
collective impact of our services is 
amazing,” Brown emphasizes. 

A Resource for ALL Women
Brown wants to get the word out that 
the Women’s Resource Center offers 
valuable programs for women of all ages, 
backgrounds, and walks of life. “We 
want to make sure people are aware of 
our programs,” she explains. “There 
are so many wonderful agencies doing 
great work in our community, but people 
are not aware of all of the services 
available to them or are unsure of how to 
access services.”

Brown emphasizes that the WRC is 
available for anyone and everyone. “If you 
or someone you know is struggling with 
anything, please reach out to WRC,” she 
encourages. “If we do not have a program 
that fits your need, we can connect you 
with another resource.”
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Help End Summer Hunger! 
VOLUNTEERS AND SPONSORS NEEDED!

Bring your friends, family, and co-workers to lend a hand!

OF MANATEE

The Florida Registration number for Meals on Wheels PLUS of Manatee is #CH1420. A copy of the official registration and financial information may be obtained from the Division of 
Consumer Services by calling toll-free (800-435-7352) or at www.800helpfla.com within the state. Registration does not imply endorsement, approval, or recommendation by the state.

Critical Need Items
Spaghetti O’s 

Individual Mac ‘N’ Cheese
Fruit Snacks

Vienna Sausages

Easy-Open Fruit Cups
Raisins

Applesauce
Juice Boxes/Pouches

Pasta
Canned Vegetables/Fruit

Diapers
Baby Formula

2. Make a tax-deductible financial gift to fill the shelves at The Food Bank of Manatee, help cover the cost of weekend food 
sacks, emergency baby baskets, and food for families.

T H A N K S  T O  A  $ 1 : $ 1  C O M M U N I T Y  M AT C H ,  A L L 
D O N AT I O N S  U P  T O  $ 7 5 , 0 0 0  W I L L  B E  D O U B L E D !

To donate or host a food drive, visit www.mealsonwheelsplus.org

Opportunities to Donate: 
1. Host a food drive at your school, business, faith or civic organization, gym, or neighborhood clubhouse. 

Opportunities to Volunteer:
1. Pack weekend food sacks for students at The Food Bank of Manatee.

2. Distribute weekend food sacks for students in Manatee County or deliver hot, nutritious 
meals to homebound seniors.

To register, visit www.mealsonwheelsplus.org/volunteer,  
email jgodlewski@mealsonwheelsplus.org or call 941-747-4655.

1  Visit www.mealsonwheelsplus.org/donate

2  Text FEEDMANATEE to 243725

3  Call Amy at 941-749-0100 x1238
Easy Ways 

 to Donate!3
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WIN FOUR TICKETS TO AQUATICA!

FROM high-speed water slides and 
exhilarating wave pools, to tranquil 
beaches and the remarkable animal 
habitats, Aquatica delights all ages and 
interests. 

And, cour tesy of NEX TGEN Family 
Magazine, you can enjoy an amazing day 
out for FOUR at one of Orlando’s most 
famous attractions.

This one-of-a-kind waterpark is home 
to some of the world’s most thrilling 
water rides, featuring 38 slides, rivers 

and lagoons and 84,000 square feet of 
sparkling white, sandy beaches. Aquatica’s 
exclusive attractions promise unlimited 
fun, sending guests on amazing undersea 
adventures and through breathtaking 
animal exhibits.

The contest is open to children K thru 
5th grade with ONE lucky winner being 
selected.

To win this fantastic prize, simply tell us 
how many slides Aquatica has?

Entries must be emailed by June 3rd to 
competitions@nextgenmagazine.org

They can also be mailed or handed in to 
the Early Learning Coalition of Manatee 
County office at 600 8th Avenue West, 
Suite 100, Palmetto, FL, 34221.

Please mark them for the attention 
of AQUATICA Contest , NEX TGEN 
magazine.

Normal competition rules apply. 
Editor’s decision is final.
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As a global leader in reclamation ecology, Mosaic returns 
mined lands to productive uses for both wildlife and people.

// Learn more at MosaicCo.com/Florida

We’re Keeping Florida Wild
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WORDS & PICTURES: 
Carlee Colonneso
Carlee Colonneso is a wife, and stay at 
home mother of three. She is a graduate of 
the University of South Florida and author of 
funlearninglife.com. Her website is a lifestyle 
blog that centers on family, crafts, recipes, and 
frugal living.
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Put Dad In The Picture

With school just about out for the year again, I am looking for 
activities to keep my children busy. With Father’s Day right 

around the corner, this craft is a perfect opportunity to entertain 
them with an activity as well as create a keepsake gift for the 
upcoming holiday.
Simpler is always preferred when it comes to our crafts, and if it is 
a no-glue project with washable markers, well that is even better!
If you are looking for a summer project and a gift to create for Dad 
before Sunday, June 16th, this is how my daughter put together 
an easy Father’s Day Photo Tie Craft.
If you would like to create this fun activity with your kids, here is 
what you will need:
• 8.5” X 11” White card stock paper
• Washable markers
• Round sticky magnets
• Twine
• Hole punch
• Clothes pin
• Letter stickers
• Pencil
• Ruler
• Safety scissors
• Printed family photo

Tip: You can find most of these items at your local discount 
store or craft store.

DIRECTIONS:
To get started with the Father’s Day Photo Tie Craft, order or 
print a 4 x 6 photo of your child or children.
Next, take a ruler and pencil to draw a tie shape on the card 
stock paper. Our tie’s measurements were approximately 11 
inches long, with the top section being two inches, the middle 
at six inches, and the bottom three inches. 
I also made sure that the width of the tie measured at least an 
inch and a half, so the stickers would fit. Once finished with the 

drawing, this shape needs to be cut out.
Tip: You may want to practice drawing the tie on a piece 
of printer paper first. I did this a couple times to figure out 
the shape and measurements. Especially if you are making 
multiple ties, you can cut that out to use as a template on 
the card stock paper.
Then, it is time to get creative with the washable markers. My 
daughter came up with a unique design for her creation using 
patterns with squiggle lines and dots, along with a rainbow of colors. 
Her tie turned out to be a one-of-a-kind, beautiful piece of artwork.
Next, we added two sticky magnets to the back of the clothes pin, 
so the tie could be added to a refrigerator or metal file cabinet.
Tip: We also used a hole punch at the top and tied on a piece 
of twine, so the craft could be hung up on a nail or hook.
It was time to add the stickers to the center of her creation to spell 
out Dad. Finally, the craft was completed by using the clothes 
pin (Tie clip) to place the photo on the tie.
Her Father’s Day Photo Tie was then ready to be gifted - and my 
husband was excited to take it to work.
As you can tell, this is an easy activity that gives children an 
opportunity to get creative as well as giving DAD a special photo 
frame to have at work or home.
I hope our creation inspires a handmade gift this holiday - I wish 
your family a Happy Father’s Day!



JUNE
 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

11Kids Supergym 
Open Gym 10:00am
SkyZone Sarasota
Toddler Time 10:00am
Arts a Blaze PreK Story 
Time 10:00am
Sarasota Children’s
Garden “Art Rocks” 
11:00am
Learning Express Toys
University Story Time
11:00am
Asolo Theater Summer 
Circus Spectacular 
11:00am & 2:00pm
Kids Summer Beach Run 
Siesta Key 5:30pm

12Sarasota Children’s 
Garden Can You Dig It?
11:00am
Lakewood Ranch 
Gymnastics Open Gym 
11:00am-12:00pm
Barnes and Noble 
Story Time 11:00am
Asolo Theater Summer 
Circus Spectacular 
11:00am & 2:00pm
Kids Summer Beach Run 
Brohard Beach Venice 
5:30pm
Marauders Baseball 
Game 10:30am

13Mote Marine 
Mommy & Me 10:00am
South Florida Gymnas-
tics Preschool Playtime 
10:00am
Sarasota Children’s 
Garden Step Into A Story 
11:00am
Let’s Create Art LWR
Lil Picasso Class (4-6yrs)
4:00pm-5:30pm
Asolo Theater Summer 
Circus Spectacular 
11:00am & 2:00pm
Marauders Baseball 
Game 6:30pm

14Kids Supergym 
Open Gym 10:00am
Sarasota Children’s 
Garden Magic Nature Box 
11:00am
Asolo Theater Summer 
Circus Spectacular 
11:00am & 2:00pm
Kids Ninja Training 
Live Training Center 
Palmetto 7:00pm

15Great Fathers Day 
Race Siesta Key Beach 
8:00am
Michaels Kids Club 
10:00am
Barnes and Noble 
Story Time 11:00am
Asolo Theater Summer 
Circus Spectacular 
2:00pm & 5:00pm
Kids Ninja Training 
Live Training Center 
Palmetto 2:00pm
Lakewood Ranch 
Gymnastics Open Gym 
6:30pm-8:30pm
Venice Craft Festival

16Sky Zone Sarasota
Toddler Time 
9:00am-11:00am
Fathers Day at Sarasota 
Jungle Garden
Venice Craft Festival

17Ringling Museum
FREE Admission 
10:00am-5:00pm
Marauders Baseball 
Game 6:30pm

18Kids Supergym 
Open Gym 10:00am
Arts a Blaze PreK Story 
Time 10:00am
Sarasota Children’s
Garden “Art Rocks” 
11:00am
Kids Summer Beach Run 
Siesta Key 5:30pm 
Marauders Baseball 
Game 6:30pm

19Kids Supergym 
Open Gym 10:00am
Sarasota Children’s 
Garden Can You Dig It?
11:00am
Barnes and Noble 
Story Time 11:00am
Kids Summer Beach Run 
Brohard Beach Venice 
5:30pm
Marauders Baseball 
Game 6:30pm

20Mote Marine 
Mommy & Me 10:00am
Sky Zone Sarasota
Toddler Time 10:00am
Sarasota Children’s 
Garden Step Into A Story 
11:00am
Let’s Create Art LWR
Lil Picasso Class (4-6yrs)
4:00pm-5:30pm
Marauders Baseball 
Game 6:30pm

21Sarasota Children’s 
Garden Magic Nature Box 
11:00am
Kids Ninja Training 
Live Training Center 
Palmetto 7:00pm
Marauders Baseball 
Game 6:30pm

22Michaels Kids Club 
10:00am
Ellenton Ice Complex FREE 
Ice Skating Class 
10:45am-11:15am
Barnes and Noble 
Story Time 11:00am
Lakewood Ranch 
Gymnastics Open Gym 
6:30pm-8:30pm
Marauders Baseball 
Game 6:30pm

23Sky Zone Sarasota
Toddler Time 
9:00am-11:00am
Marauders Baseball 
Game 1:00pm

 

24Ringling Museum
FREE Admission 
10:00am-5:00pm

25Kids Supergym 
Open Gym 10:00am
Sarasota Children’s
Garden “Art Rocks” 
11:00am
Learning Express Toys
University Story Time
11:00am
Asolo Theater Summer 
Circus Spectacular 
11:00am & 2:00pm
Kids Summer Beach Run 
Siesta Key 5:30pm

26Kids Supergym 
Open Gym 10:00am
Sarasota Children’s 
Garden Can You Dig It?
11:00am
Lakewood Ranch 
Gymnastics Open Gym 
11:00am-12:00pm

Barnes and Noble 
Story Time 11:00am
Kids Summer Beach Run 
Brohard Beach Venice 
5:30pm

27Mote Marine 
Mommy & Me 10:00am
Sky Zone Sarasota
Toddler Time 
10:00am-12:00pm
Sarasota Children’s 
Garden Step Into A Story 
11:00am
Let’s Create Art LWR
Lil Picasso Class (4-6yrs)
4:00pm-5:30pm
Asolo Theater Summer 
Circus Spectacular 
11:00am & 2:00pm

28Kids Supergym 
Open Gym 10:00am
Sarasota Children’s 
Garden Magic Nature Box 
11:00am
Asolo Theater Summer 
Circus Spectacular 
11:00am & 2:00pm
Kids Ninja Training 
Live Training Center 
Palmetto 7:00pm

29Michaels Kids Club 
10:00am
Barnes and Noble 
Story Time 11:00am
Asolo Theater Summer 
Circus Spectacular 
2:00pm & 5:00pm
Kids Ninja Training 
Live Training Center 
Palmetto 2:00pm
Lakewood Ranch 
Gymnastics Open Gym 
6:30pm-8:30pm

30Sky Zone Sarasota
Toddler Time 
9:00am-11:00am



JULY
 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

 1Ringling Museum
FREE Admission 
10:00am-5:00pm
Marauders Baseball 
Game 6:30pm

2Kids Supergym 
Open Gym 10:00am
SkyZone Sarasota
Toddler Time 10:00am
Arts a Blaze PreK Story 
Time 10:00am
Sarasota Children’s
Garden “Art Rocks” 
11:00am
Kids Summer Beach Run
Siesta Key 5:30pm
Marauders Baseball  Game 
6:30pm 

3Kids Supergym 
Open Gym 10:00am
Sarasota Children’s 
Garden Can You Dig It?
11:00am
Barnes and Noble 
Story Time 11:00am
Asolo Theater Summer 
Circus Spectacular 
11:00am & 2:00pm
Kids Summer Beach Run 
Brohard Beach Venice 
5:30pm
Marauders Baseball  Game 
6:30pm

4
Marauders Baseball Game 
10:30am
Fireworks for Miler Nathan 
Benderson Park 5:00pm-
10:00pm
Sarasota Marina Fireworks

5Kids Supergym 
Open Gym 10:00am
Sarasota Children’s 
Garden Magic Nature 
Box 11:00am
Asolo Theater Summer 
Circus Spectacular 
11:00am & 2:00pm
Music on Main Street
Lakewood Ranch 
6:00pm-9:00pm
Marauders Baseball 
Game 6:30pm
Kids Ninja Training 
Live Training Center 
Palmetto 7:00pm 

6Michaels Kids Club 
10:00am
Barnes and Noble 
Story Time 11:00am
Asolo Theater Summer 
Circus Spectacular 
2:00pm & 5:00pm
Kids Ninja Training 
Live Training Center 
Palmetto 2:00pm
Lakewood Ranch 
Gymnastics Open Gym 
6:30pm-8:30pm
Marauders Baseball Game 
6:30pm

7Sky Zone Sarasota
Toddler Time 
9:00am-11:00am
Marauders Baseball 
Game 1:00pm

8Ringling Museum
FREE Admission 
10:00am-5:00pm

9Kids Supergym 
Open Gym 10:00am
SkyZone Sarasota
Toddler Time 10:00am
Arts a Blaze PreK Story 
Time 10:00am
Sarasota Children’s
Garden “Art Rocks” 
11:00am
Asolo Theater Summer 
Circus Spectacular 
11:00am & 2:00pm
Kids Summer Beach Run
Siesta Key 5:30pm

10Kids Supergym 
Open Gym 10:00am
Sarasota Children’s 
Garden Can You Dig It?
11:00am
Lakewood Ranch 
Gymnastics Open Gym 
11:00am-12:00pm
Barnes and Noble 
Story Time 11:00am
Asolo Theater Summer 
Circus Spectacular 
11:00am & 2:00pm
Kids Summer Beach Run 
Brohard Beach Venice 
5:30pm

11Mote Marine 
Mommy & Me 10:00am
South Florida Gymnastics 
Preschool Playtime 
10:00am
Sarasota Children’s 
Garden Step Into A Story 
11:00am
Let’s Create Art LWR
Lil Picasso Class (4-6yrs)
4:00pm-5:30pm
Asolo Theater Summer 
Circus Spectacular 
11:00am & 2:00pm

12Kids Supergym 
Open Gym 10:00am
Sarasota Children’s 
Garden Magic Nature 
Box 11:00am
Asolo Theater Summer 
Circus Spectacular 
11:00am & 2:00pm
Music on Main Street
Lakewood Ranch 
6:00pm-9:00pm
Marauders Baseball 
Game 6:30pm
Kids Ninja Training 
Live Training Center 
Palmetto 7:00pm 

13Michaels Kids Club 
10:00am
Florida State Fairgrounds 
Shark Con 
10:00am-5:00pm
Barnes and Noble 
Story Time 11:00am
Asolo Theater Summer 
Circus Spectacular 
2:00pm & 5:00pm
Lakewood Ranch 
Gymnastics Open Gym 
6:30pm-8:30pm
Marauders Baseball Game 
6:30pm

14Sky Zone Sarasota
Toddler Time 
9:00am-11:00am
Florida State Fairgrounds 
Shark Con 
10:00am-5:00pm
Marauders Baseball Game 
1:00pm

15Ringling Museum
FREE Admission 
10:00am-5:00pm

16Kids Supergym 
Open Gym 10:00am
SkyZone Sarasota
Toddler Time 10:00am
Sarasota Children’s
Garden “Art Rocks” 
11:00am
Asolo Theater Summer 
Circus Spectacular 
11:00am & 2:00pm
Kids Summer Beach Run
Siesta Key 5:30pm

Marauders Baseball Game 
6:30pm

17Sarasota Children’s 
Garden Can You Dig It?
11:00am
Lakewood Ranch 
Gymnastics Open Gym 
11:00am-12:00pm
Barnes and Noble 
Story Time 11:00am
Asolo Theater Summer 
Circus Spectacular 
11:00am & 2:00pm
Marauders Baseball Game 
10:30am

18Mote Marine 
Mommy & Me 10:00am
South Florida Gymnastics 
Preschool Playtime 
10:00am
Sarasota Children’s 
Garden Step Into A Story 
11:00am
Let’s Create Art LWR
Lil Picasso Class (4-6yrs)
4:00pm-5:30pm

Marauders Baseball Game 
6:30pm

19Kids Supergym 
Open Gym 10:00am
Sarasota Children’s 
Garden Magic Nature 
Box 11:00am
Asolo Theater Summer 
Circus Spectacular 
11:00am & 2:00pm
Music on Main Street
Lakewood Ranch 
6:00pm-9:00pm
Kids Ninja Training 
Live Training Center 
Palmetto 7:00pm
Christmas in July 
Venice Main Street

20Michaels Kids Club 
10:00am
Ellenton Ice Complex 
FREE Ice Skating Class 
10:45am-11:15am
Barnes and Noble 
Story Time 11:00am
Asolo Theater Summer 
Circus Spectacular 
2:00pm & 5:00pm
Lakewood Ranch 
Gymnastics Open Gym 
6:30pm-8:30pm
Christmas in July 
Venice Main Street

21Sky Zone Sarasota
Toddler Time 
9:00am-11:00am

22Ringling Museum
FREE Admission 
10:00am-5:00pm

23Sarasota Children’s 
Garden Art Rocks
10:00am
Learning Express Toys
University Story Time
11:00am
Asolo Theater Summer 
Circus Spectacular 
11:00am & 2:00pm
Kids Summer Beach Run
Siesta Key 5:30pm

24Sarasota Children’s 
Garden Can You Dig It?
11:00am
Lakewood Ranch 
Gymnastics Open Gym 
11:00am-12:00pm
Barnes and Noble 
Story Time 11:00am
Asolo Theater Summer 
Circus Spectacular 
11:00am & 2:00pm

25Mote Marine 
Mommy & Me 10:00am
Sky Zone Sarasota
Toddler Time 
10:00am-12:00pm
Sarasota Children’s 
Garden Step Into A Story 
11:00am
Marauders Baseball Game 
6:30pm

26Sarasota Children’s 
Garden Magic Nature 
Box 11:00am
Asolo Theater Summer 
Circus Spectacular 
11:00am & 2:00pm
Kids Ninja Training 
Live Training Center 
Palmetto 7:00pm
Marauders Baseball 
Game 6:30pm

27
Michaels Kids Club 10:00am
Ellenton Ice Complex 
FREE Ice Skating Class 
10:45am-11:15am
Barnes and Noble 
Story Time 11:00am
Marauders Baseball 
Game 6:30pm

28Sky Zone Sarasota
Toddler Time 
9:00am-11:00am
Marauders Baseball Game 
1:00pm

29Ringling Museum
FREE Admission 
10:00am-5:00pm

30Sarasota Children’s 
Garden Art Rocks
10:00am
Learning Express Toys
University Story Time
11:00am

Marauders Baseball Game 
6:30pm

31Kids Supergym 
Open Gym 10:00am
Sarasota Children’s 
Garden Can You Dig It?
11:00am

Marauders Baseball Game 
6:30pm

Bradenton Macaroni Kid is one of the area's top resources 
for all things family-friendly! With a comprehensive listing 
of holiday events, play groups, classes, festivals, summer 
programs, shows and much more, Bradenton Macaroni 
Kid makes it easy for parents to keep their children busy 

and entertained all year long. Don't miss the 
exciting giveaways, promotions, timely bits 
of parenting advice and humor! Like us on 
Facebook and sign up to receive the FREE 
weekly e-newsletter with the latest scoop on 
fun outings and events in Manatee County 
at www.bradenton.macaronikid.com.

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH
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On The Book ShelfKids in
the Kitchen

RECIPES: Sophie Williams 

FOURTH OF JULY RICE KRISPIE TREATS

WATERMELON SORBET
INGREDIENTS

• 1 cup sugar
• 1 cup water
• 8 cups of seedless watermelon
• 2 tbsp of lemon juice

PREPARATION
1. In a small pan add sugar and water and bring it to a boil.
2. Cook until the sugar has dissolved, then set aside to cool.
3. Puree the watermelon in batches and place in a large 

bowl.
4. Add the sugar and water mixture and lemon juice and 

mix until combined.
5. Place the mixture into a 13” x 9” dish, cover and place in 

the freezer until the mixture is firm and solid.
6. Puree the frozen mixture.
7.  Freeze for a second time until it is scooping consistency.
8. Then scoop and Enjoy!

INGREDIENTS
• 3 tbsp butter
• 1 package (10 oz., about 40) jet-puffed marshmallows
• 6 cups Kellogg’s Rice Krispies cereal
• Red and blue food coloring
• Red, white, and blue sprinkles (optional)

PREPARATION
1. Melt the butter in a large saucepan over low heat. 

Add the marshmallows and stir until the marshmallows 
have completely melted. Remove from the heat.

2. Add the Rice Krispies cereal. Stir until all the cereal 
is coated.

3. Evenly divide the marshmallow and rice cereal mixture 
into separate bowls.

4. Add drops of blue into one bowl until you get the desired 
color and then do the same with red. Leave one bowl 
with the original color.

5. Add sprinkles if you would like. Layer the different colors 
in a buttered pan to make an American flag pattern.

6. Cut the rice treats into squares.

7.  Enjoy!
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On The Book Shelf

The first 50 people to come into the lobby of the Early Learning 
Coalition of Manatee County, 600 8th Avenue West, Suite 100, 
Palmetto can pick up free copies of the books reviewed.

Goodnight Moon
(Birth to 3)  •  By Margaret Wise Brown   

This unique bedtime story takes place Bunny’s room where 
he is tucked away in bed saying “goodnight” to all his familiar 
belongings from the hairbrush to the stars. It is a great book to 
snuggle with your little ones and expose them to basic rhyming 
words. It is a perfect book to reread every night and create a 

“goodnight” tradition, 
but don’t get too cozy 
because chances are 
you will fall asleep 
along with your child! 
Just pair this book 
with a plush bunny 
and enjoy a perfect 
short and sweet story 
that will  make you 
both relax. 

Pinky and Rex and the Bully
(7-9)  •  By James Howe   

Kevin, the third-grade bully, says that Pinky is a sissy 
just because he likes pink, and his best friend is a girl 
called Rex. Deep down, Pinky thinks Kevin is wrong, 
but he’s still worried. Does Pinky have to give up his 
favorite things, and worse, does he have to give up his 
best friend? Luckily, he realizes that he doesn’t need 
to with the help of Mrs. Morgan, his good neighbor. 
This book will get your child’s attention with a prevalent 
subject like bullying and attention catching chapter 
titles like “Sissy!,” “Cookies and Lemonade,” “Recess,” 
“Hard Choices,” “Nice Pink Sneakers,” and “A Present.”

MARTHA BUNNY 
LOVES SCHOOL

(4-6)  •  By Clara Vulliamy   

Martha is so excited to 
go to school for the first 
time. She has so many 
things that she needs to 
do to get ready, including 
creating a club to keep her 
brothers entertained while 
she’s in school. Although 
it is a fiction book, this 
story shows our children 
the realty of how they feel 
when they are going to 
school for the first time and 
leaving siblings at home. 
This colorful book shows 
children every step of the way from choosing the perfect outfit, 
to packing the right backpack. This story is ideal reading for 
this summer for those children that are transitioning to school. 
Also, it is an excellent tool for parents who need a little help 
with this big step in their child’s life.

REVIEWS: Ana Rodriguez
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VISIT US ONLINE AT: 
www.bouncedownunder.com 

941.366.0123 

Inflatable Party & Play Center

14
61

9
3

Sarasota Commons •935 N. Beneva Road, Suite 802 • Sarasota, FL 34232

Walk-In Play, Any Time!

Skippy’s Hassle Free 

BIRTHDAY
PARTIES!
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It’s never too early — or too late — to plan for the financial future of your family or business.

Jodi D. Allen 
Vice President, Business Banking 
941.757.4561 | jodi.allen@bmo.com

Mandy Quinones 
Branch Manager, Retail Banking 
941.723.6933 | mandy.quinones@bmo.com

Investing in our youth  
is not merely our responsibility. 
It is our privilege.

BMO Harris Bank® is a trade name used by BMO Harris Bank N.A. Member FDIC. bmoharris.com

211 is a free 24/7 confidential 
helpline that connects you to the 

help, support and information 
you are looking for.

211 es una línea de ayuda 
confidencial disponible 24/7, que 
lo conecta a la ayuda e información.

¿NECESITA  AYUDA?  LLAMA  AL

CALL 211
Simply dial 211 to connect

TEXT 211
Text your zip code 

to 898-211

CHAT or SEARCH 
FOR SERVICES ONLINE

211suncoastcares.org 

3
LLAME AL 211
Marque 211 para conectarse

TEXTEE
Textea su código postal 
al 898-211

CHATEE EN LINEA o
BUSQUE SERVICIOS EN LA WEB
211suncoastcares.org 

WAYS TO
CONNECT

FORMAS DE
CONECTARSE
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Get Your
Prevention On
WORDS: Alison Bergmann, M.S., C.P.P. Project Director Of Drug Free Manatee



As parents, we talk to our kids about health and 
safety a lot. We tell them to buckle up in the car, 
to look both ways before crossing the street, and 

to brush their teeth after meals; it seems like it is never 
ending. But, what if you could drastically reduce the 
likelihood that your child would participate in dangerous 
and destructive behaviors just by talking about it? 

Talking about health and safety as it pertains to alcohol 
and other drugs can be difficult, but it is so necessary! 
You probably have opinions, values, and beliefs about 
substance use, but it can be hard to know when the right 
time to bring it up. It might feel like the time is never right; 
one day they are too young, and the next they are off 
to college. 

Truthfully, it’s never too early to start taking preventative 
measures regarding substance use and starting the 
conversation is easier than you might think. For instance, 
being in a public place where someone is smoking or 
drinking too much can be a great opportunity to talk to 
your kiddo about the unhealthy choice that person has 
made. (Simple, right?) 

It doesn’t have to be a serious, drawn-out conversation; 
dropping age-appropriate truth bombs about your 
values and beliefs about health and safety can - and 
should - be a weekly, or even a daily, occurrence. If you 
start when they are little, by the time they get to middle 
and high school, they will have a clear understanding 
of your expectations and the ‘harder’ conversations are 
much easier.

If you do have a preteen or teenager, it is definitely time 
to have this conversation. They may have knowledge 
(whether you know it or not) about specific substances 
and how their peers are using them- even if they haven’t 
ever used them themselves - that you do not. Times have 
changed since you were a teen and so have the drugs. 

For example, did you know that wax, shatter, budder, 
and dab are all names for high potency marijuana? 
Or that most marijuana cultivated and sold today has 
a much higher THC (the 
psychoactive ingredient in 
marijuana) content than in 
past generations? Did you 
know that Juul (pronounced 
jewel) nicotine cartridges 
look very similar to flash 
drives? So similar, in fact, 
that many teachers and 
parents look at them every 

day and do not realize that they are looking at a delivery 
system for one of the most addictive substances on 
earth! (Plot twist: Juuls can also be manipulated to deliver 
marijuana with no tell-tale smoke or smell.)

While this information is good for parents to know (you 
could totally blow your kid’s mind with your knowledge), it 
is not necessary to start a conversation with your kid. You 
really only need two things to start: a clear understanding 
of what your expectations are for your child and an open 
door to keep the conversation going. You cannot set a 
clear boundary for your child if you do not know how you 
expect them to behave. This is a continual conversation, 
not a one-and-done. 

You can talk about it even if you experimented with drugs 
and alcohol when you were young, even if it makes you 
feel like a hypocrite. After all, we want our children to do 
better than us at everything, right? I would encourage you 
to share any family history of alcoholism or drug addiction 
with your teen, though. Just like with any illness, like 
cancer or diabetes, knowing the family’s medical history 
is a vital part of prevention. 

If you want to share some of your experience (i.e., “I 
tried xyz and I really wish I hadn’t, it could have ended 
really badly.”), do share. Your teen will most likely 
appreciate and respect that you’re coming from a place 
of love. Honesty is sometimes the best policy when it 
comes to sharing your own experiences, however, if 
you think your teen will throw it back at you, you don’t 
have to lie, but there is no need to share the extent of 
your experience, either. 

Also, you will want to brush up on the health risks of 
specific substances to share with your teen. It’s never 
enough to just tell them not to drink or do drugs, they 
must have a why. Studies show that kids do better when 
they are empowered to make a good choice, not just 
given a directive.

If you give them information that will enhance their 
ability to make a healthy choice for themselves, along 

with knowledge of what your 
expectations of them are, 
they will be more likely to turn 
down an offer of alcohol or 
other drugs.

So, go out there and get 
your prevention on, and 
f o r  m o r e  h e l p ,  v i s i t 
www.drugfreemanatee.org 
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The 2018-2019 school year in Manatee County was one 
of transition, challenges, and hard work at all levels of 
the school district. Thanks to our talented students, 

dedicated teachers, and devoted support employees, I believe 
the school year added to what has now become an established 
record of success.

The school year started with a change in leadership. Dr. Diana 
Greene, who served as Superintendent in Manatee County for 
three years, left to take the Superintendent position in Duval 
County. I was truly humbled when the School Board selected 

me to serve as Superintendent following Dr. Greene’s departure, 
and I originally took the position with the idea I would not seek 
it fulltime.

Dr. Greene is a close friend and mentor. I worked in close 
proximity to her for many years and I was proud to serve as 
the Deputy Superintendent of Instructional Services under her 
leadership from 2015 to 2018.

During that time period, the Manatee District made significant 
strides forward academically, financially, and in terms of 
community support.

Building On
    Our Success…

Superintendent
SaunderS

Cynthia Saunders
Manatee Schools Superintendent



Academically, our district earned a “B” grade three of the last 
four years (2015, 2017, 2018) after receiving a “C” grade the 
previous three years. We eliminated “F” schools from our school 
district and the number of “D” schools was reduced from 11 in 
2017 to six in 2018.

Financially, the School District of Manatee County’s Fund Balance 
grew from $14.4 million in 2013-2014 to $30.2 million following 
the 2017-2018 school year. That caused global financial ratings 
firms – Moody’s, Standard and Poor’s, and Fitch Ratings – to all 
significantly upgrade their ratings of the Manatee District during 
the last three years.

Those academic and financial improvements raised the 
confidence level of our community and they demonstrated their 
generous support of public education by approving two separate 
voter referendums in a span of 16 months.

The first referendum, in November 2016, approved an extension 
of a half-cent sales tax for school district capital needs. Those 
funds are currently helping us build three new schools that will 
open in August and they are helping us fund badly needed 
maintenance and repairs to existing schools.

The second referendum, passed in March 2018, approved a 
one-mill increase to lengthen instructional time by 30 minutes 
each day; increase pay for teachers, bus drivers, and other staff 
who work directly with students; and expand career, technical, 
science, and engineering programs. 

Thanks to the additional mill, our teacher pay is now competitive 
with surrounding counties. This past school year, the average 
teacher pay increase was $6,300, and the pay for a beginning 
teacher in our district rose to $44,400 – one of the highest starting 
teacher salaries in the state. 

In February of this year, the School Board voted to make me the 
fulltime Superintendent. Although I was not originally planning to 
pursue the position, it became clear to me during the intervening 
seven months that the Manatee District needed stability to maintain 
our forward momentum. I 
am thankful for the School 
Board’s confidence in me 
and for the support I have 
received from our employees 
and community.

We have plenty of challenges. 
Serious challenges we must 
face head on.

We need to press on correcting 
problems resulting from our 
poorly implemented ERP 
business software system. This 
issue has been a tremendous 
source of frustration for all 
district employees and the 
school board, but we have 
scores of employees who 

85

have worked unfathomable hours to help find solutions to move 
us forward. That work will continue.

Rezoning to accommodate new schools and to address 
overcrowding at other schools is always difficult and we have 
more work to do in those areas. Providing efficient school 
bus transportation, especially in light of driver shortages and 
increased traffic, is another area of concern.

On the other hand, I am extremely excited about many bold 
initiatives we are deeply involved in, such as the Suncoast 
Campaign for Grade-Level Reading. We are working closely 
with tremendous community partners like The Patterson 
Foundation, the United Way Suncoast, and the Early Learning 
Coalition to take this important campaign to a higher level so 
that all of our students will be reading on grade level by the 
end of third grade.

In addition, we are bringing dynamic new academic programs 
to several Title I schools that are sometimes overlooked. For 
example, we are transforming Palm View Elementary in Palmetto 
into a K-8 Pathways School. Started by Apple co-founder Steve 
Wozniak, Pathways schools offer students focused areas of 
study in areas like engineering, coding, cybersecurity, and 
drone piloting.

Other Title I initiatives include working with the University 
of Central Florida to transform Manatee Elementary into 
a Community Partnership School; adding an Advanced 
International Certificate of Education (AICE) program to 
Blackburn Elementary; and perhaps turning Daughtrey 
Elementary into a Dual Language Academy.

Overall, the School District of Manatee County is building on its 
success and making a difference in the lives of our students. 

How do I know we make a difference?

I see it in the eyes of our students every year when I shake their 
hands at graduation. That’s what this job is all about.
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Future
Foundations
Manatee County School District gets ready to open three new schools.

WORDS & PICTURES: Jessica Schubick

The Manatee County School District 
is growing! Jane Dreger is helping 
the District keep up with the 

demand for new spaces and new schools. 
Dreger is the Director of Construction 
Services for the Manatee County School 
District (MCSD). Currently, she oversees 
the construction of three new public 
schools in the District – a feat that hasn’t 
been accomplished in Manatee County 
since 2007. 

The projects include Barbara A. Harvey 
Elementary, a new elementary school in 
Parrish off of Moccasin Wallow Road; Dr. 
Mona Jain Middle School, adjacent to 
Gullett Elementary in Lakewood Ranch; 

and Parrish Community High School, 
located off of Erie and Fort Hamer Roads. 
All three new schools will open to students 
on August 12th for the 2019-2020 school 
year. The projects are funded by MCSD 
with bond proceeds and impact fees.

While Dreger oversees all construction for 
the School District, she works closely with 
her team, including the Project Directors 
for these new sites, to make it all happen. 
Regi Goff is the Project Director for Jain 
Middle School and Brian Mabee is the 
Project Director for Harvey Elementary 
School and Parrish Community High 
School. Dreger’s team is additionally in 
the late design stages for an expansion 

and renovation to Gene Witt Elementary 
on Rye Road, increasing the capacity of 
the school by about 200 students and 10 
classrooms.

MCSD hasn’t opened three new schools 
at the same time since 2007 – when 
Dreger herself was Project Director for 
several of the new schools built around 
that time, including Bayshore, Prine, Anna 
Maria, and Miller Elementary Schools. The 
experience of working on those schools, 
plus the decade-plus experience that 
she’s gained since then, has Dreger 
well-equipped to oversee these projects. 
But she is quick to point out that this is a 
District-wide undertaking. 
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PICTURE: JBC DRONES LLC
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“The logistics of opening three new 
schools – it goes beyond Construction 
Services. HR must hire all new people 
and transfer people who are within the 
District. Finance and purchasing have to 
procure furniture, technology, text books, 
library books, and other materials. Risk 
management has to provide additional 
insurance for the new facilities,” Dreger 
explains, continuing, “So it’s really the 
whole entire School District preparing for 
this monumental task.”

Dreger is a Manatee County local, having 
attended Bayshore High School before 
earning her Building Construction degree 
at the University of Florida. She has been 
with the School District for 15 years. She 
says working for MCSD is a great way 

to put her skills to use, while remaining 
in her community. “It’s a way for me to 
do really cool, big construction projects 
without leaving the county. I had kids, so 
travelling for construction was no longer 
an option for me,” she says with a laugh. 

Her children – a son, 25, and daughter, 
22 – also attended schools in Manatee 
County. They both went to Abel Elementary 
and Harllee Middle School, then her son 
attended Bayshore High School for their 
dual enrollment program with SCF, while 
her daughter attended Braden River 
High School. Her son went on to earn a 
biomedical degree from the University 
of Central Florida and currently works 
for the Roskamp Institute. Her daughter 
currently attends Vanderbilt University 

in Nashville. She anticipates having 
grandchildren in the school district before 
too long. Speaking with Dreger, it is clear 
how proud she is of her children and how 
much her family means to her.

It is also clear how much she loves what 
she does. “When my job gets stressful,” 
Dreger says, “my favorite thing to do 
is to go to the job sites. Just to see it 
happening and to know that we started 
with an empty lot and we’re going to end 
with a school that students will be in for 
50-plus years. That’s pretty exciting. So, 
when people ask me what I do, I don’t say 
‘I’m the Director of Construction Services 
for the Manatee School District…’ I say, 
‘I build schools.’ And people are excited; 
that’s pretty cool!”
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BARBARA A. HARVEY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
Address:   8610 115th Avenue East, Parrish, FL 34219
Architect:   Hepner Architects
Construction Manager:   NDC Construction Company
Prototype:   Jessie P. Miller Elementary School
Construction Project by the Numbers: 

•  $29 million budget
•  20-acre site
•  110,000 square feet
•  838 student stations
•  105,000 utility bricks
•  80,000 architectural blocks
•  400 tons of air conditioning
•  46,000 work hours without accident 

Quick Facts:  Named after Barbara A. Harvey, a long-time 
Manatee County educator who was the first principal at Jessie 
P. Miller Elementary, Director of Elementary Education for the 
District, and held a seat on the Manatee County School Board 
for more than 15 years. Mrs. Harvey visited the site in March for 
a walk-through. Harvey Elementary was built as an Enhanced 
Hurricane Protection Area (EHPA), able to withstand winds of 
up to 175 miles per hour. 

DR. MONA JAIN MIDDLE SCHOOL 
Address:   12205 44th Avenue East, Bradenton, FL 34211
Architect:   Harvard Jolly Architecture 
Construction Manager: Willis A. Smith Construction
Prototype:   New to Manatee County, this school design has 
been used in Pinellas and Charlotte Counties
Construction Project by the Numbers: 
•  $45 million budget
•  27-acre site
•  161,000 square feet
•  1162 student stations
•  189,000 utility bricks
•  195,000 architectural blocks
•  700 tons of air conditioning
•  310,500 work hours without an accident

Quick Facts:  Named after Dr. Mona Jain, an accomplished 
medical doctor and school science teacher who left India 
in 1964 and began teaching in Manatee County in 1970. In 
addition to teaching in middle and high school, Dr. Jain also 
served Manatee County as the director of family health services 
for Manatee County Head Start and is a longtime advocate for 
women in science and mathematics. Jain Middle School features 
state-of-the-art science laboratory technology equipped for 
virtual and interactive labs. 

PARRISH COMMUNITY HIGH SCHOOL 
Address:   7505 Fort Hamer Road*, Parrish, FL 34219
Architect:   ShenkelShultz Architecture 
Construction Manager: Gilbrane Building Company
Prototype:   Braden River and Lakewood Ranch High Schools 
Construction Project by the Numbers: 

•  $90 million budget
•  98-acre site
•  285,000 square feet
•  2150 student stations
•  329,000 utility bricks
•  38,000 architectural blocks
•  1,165 tons of air conditioning
•  195,000 work hours without an accident

Quick Facts:  Named with community input honoring the 
area’s roots, the school was built with a planned classroom 
wing addition to expand the school capacity to 2,500 student 
stations as the area grows. (This means that shared spaces 
like the cafeteria and library were built to accommodate the 
larger number of students.) The school campus includes 
full athletic amenities (football field, field house, concession 
stand, rubberized track, baseball field, softball field, tennis 
courts, basketball courts, soccer field, and lacrosse field). 
PCHS features a high school automotive program, agriculture 
program, and specialty healthcare programs. 

*Address Note: Fort Hamer Road is currently under construction but is 

expected to be complete by the time the school opens. The Fort Hamer 

Road address will be the school’s official address once the road opens. 

There is a backup plan for school access in place in case of any delays 

in road construction.

NEW SCHOOL DETAILS:



CLOSING THE DIGITAL DIVIDE 

• Earlier this year a Federal Communication 
Commission (FCC) report on broadband access 
found that 34 million Americans lack access to 
high-speed broadband in the home. According to 
the Pew Research Center, five million families in the 
U.S. with school-aged children don’t have access to 
broadband in the home.  

• Charter understands how important access to 
broadband is for all Americans and is working to 
connect its customers to the online resources and 
information they need to be successful in today’s 
increasingly digital economy. 

MAKING HIGH-SPEED BROADBAND MORE 
AFFORDABLE 

• This superior service is three times faster than 
comparable industry offerings and is the only 
low-cost broadband service that meets the FCC’s 
definition of ‘high-speed’ broadband. 

• Charter’s Spectrum Internet Assist will help ensure 
K-12 students of eligible low-income families have 
a chance to get ahead and low-income seniors on 
Supplemental Security Income can stay engaged in 
an increasingly digital culture.

SPECTRUM INTERNET ASSIST
Charter’s Low-Cost, High-Speed Broadband Service

www.CharterResourceCenter.com                                                                  www.SpectrumInternetAssist.com
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THE ADVANTAGES OF SPECTRUM INTERNET ASSIST

Spectrum Internet Assist will deliver the fastest Internet speeds (30/4 Mbps) in the nation 
for a low-cost broadband program for $14.99 per month.

Additional features:

• Locked-in rate of $5.00 per month for home WiFi, including a router, with no activation fee. 

• Spectrum Internet Assist customers are eligible to receive promotional and phone 
bundle offerings. 

• Spectrum Internet Assist comes with a modem at no extra cost, and free self-install.

WHERE TO GO FOR HELP WITH ELIGIBILITY AND ENROLLMENT 

To determine eligibility Charter is encouraging those families and individuals who believe 
they may qualify to visit a dedicated Spectrum Internet Assist website to complete 
the eligibility verification process. The website is: www.SpectrumInternetAssist.com. 
Prospective enrollees may also call the Spectrum Internet Assist toll-free number at 
1-844-525-1574. 

Once the eligibility verification process is completed individuals will be notified of their 
eligibility status.

Restrictions apply. Services not available in all areas. Speed may vary by location. ©2016 Charter Communications.



KIDS EAT FREE 
THIS SUMMER!

WORDS: Jessica Anderson

With summer upon us, Manatee 
County Schools Food and Nutrition 

Services is again preparing to feed 
students across the county. For the 
last 12 years, the Summer BreakSpot 
program has been helping provide 
nourishment to local children during the 
long summer months.  

This program provides free meals for 
kids at multiple locations starting on June 
3rd. Last year, over 205,000 meals were 
served at 59 sites between the months of 
June and August. 

The Summer BreakSpot program is part 
of a USDA program where free meals 
are offered to all children who are 18 or 
younger, providing them a free breakfast, 
lunch, and/or snack, five days a week. This 
service is not based on income status. 

The program was designed to ensure that 
children have access to nutrition during 
the summer, giving them the opportunity 
to return to school healthy, happy, and 

ready to learn. Manatee County School 
District General Funds are not used for 
this program.

Meals will be delivered to local sites 
such as summer camps, community 
centers, and churches. Meals will also 
be delivered by two mobile feeding buses 
and a “Caboose” food trailer (provided by 
Tropicana), to multiple locations such as 
apartment complexes, local parks, and 
the City Stop in downtown Bradenton. 

Both buses have indoor and outdoor 
seating for kids to enjoy their meal in the 
comfort of air conditioning or in the shade 
of an awning. It is a great opportunity for 
kids to get outside for some sunshine, 
socializing, and a healthy meal.

The Summer BreakSpot menu includes 
sandwiches, burgers, wraps, fresh fruit, 
vegetables, and low-fat milk. Manatee 
County Schools Food and Nutrition 
Service will also be providing free meals 
to students in summer school programs. 

Hot meals will be served in summer 
school sites and will include items like 
chicken tenders, nachos, cheeseburgers, 
and pizza. 

Find the nearest Summer BreakSpot 
location:

CALL: 211 

Visit: SummerFoodFlorida.org 

For more information about the Summer 
BreakSpot contact Food & Nutrition 
Services Office at 941-739-5700 or visit 
www.manateeschoolfood.net

• About Manatee County Schools 
Food & Nutrition Services: As a U.S. 
Department of Agriculture supported 
program the mission of Food and 
Nutrition Services (FNS) is to provide 
quality nutritious meals for student to 
learn and succeed. FNS serves over five 
million student lunches and breakfasts 
each year and provides service to over 
80% of the student population. 
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FREE MEALS 
FOR KIDS

Food & Nutrition Services

ManateeSchoolFood.net           (941)739-5700
“USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.”

COMIDA GRATIS PARA NIÑOS

Introducing the Summer BreakSpot, offering 
FREE NUTRITIOUS MEALS to kids & teens 18 

and under all summer long.

Presentando el “BreakSpot” del Verano, que 
ofrece COMIDAS NUTRITIVAS GRATUITAS a 

niños y adolescentes de 18 años o menos.
LOCATIONS

Visit / Visite: SummerFoodFlorida.org
Dial / Marque: 2-1-1 or (941)739-5700

Starting June 3rd, 2019
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THE POWER
OF CREATION…
WORDS: Bre Jones Mulock
PICTURES: Whitney Patton

Bold hues of orange, blue, red, and yellow sweep through 
McKenzie Ware’s coveted sketchbook, filling hundreds 
of worn pages with original and creative characters like 

Oliver who happens to be part crocodile and part cow.

To be exact, McKenzie, an 11-year-old fifth-grader at Palmetto 
Elementary School, has designed 217 Anime-inspired characters 
that pop off the pages and compete to share their wildly funny 
and detailed backstories – backgrounds she has written for every 
single one of them.

“I look around my room for inspiration, and I might see a lamp 
and think about a character that has a fear of lamps and bright 
lights,” said McKenzie, who hopes to draw and write for an 
animated series like Littlest Pet Shop one day. “This character 
might walk into a surprise party filled with lamps and run away 
screaming. I love sarcastic humor. It’s a stress reliever for me.”

With a fan following spanning from her school community to her 
YouTube channel, McKenzie – an eloquent and confident speaker 
who totes her sketchbook everywhere she goes – has catapulted 
into a local artistic sensation. She’s sold six original characters 
to peers and has a long and winding waiting list 
of friends eager to have her draw themselves as 
unique characters.

“People are always asking, ‘Draw me! 
Draw me! Will you draw me next? ’” 
explained McKenzie with pride dripping from 
her words and blue eyes smiling. 

Before sunrise each morning, she climbs 
out of bed to squeeze in some drawing 
time before the school bell rings. With her 
markers, colored pencils, Sharpies, and 
gel pens lined up at her drafting table like 
tiny locksmiths ready to release her imagination, 
Ware begins to sketch while listening to bands like 
Panic at the Disco. 

Like a life-size crayon box, a kaleidoscope of vivid colors 
engulfs her room where you’ll find original characters 
Zap, Tik, and Dorkie smiling back at you. Every inch of 
wall space is papered with either her art or fan art. In 

fact, Ware has dedicated an entire wall to her designs that have 
been recreated by admirers. 

“McKenzie has influenced other students to draw,” said Donna 
Williams, McKenzie’s language arts teacher. “At least two other 
students now take their sketchbooks and artwork everywhere 
– out to lunch, recess. They want everyone to see. A lot of 
personality comes through in McKenzie’s artwork. It’s like an 
anchor for her.”

When McKenzie isn’t focused on assignments, participating 
with the school news, or rehearsing for a play, she’s drawing. 
On car rides, at recess, during her after-school program at the 
Boys and Girls Club, she’s dipping into her swirling imagination 
and creating.

“She’s very bright – flies through everything,” said Williams, who 
is one of McKenzie’s biggest fans. “But then she’s so focused 
and inspired by her artwork. She can relate it to school and it 
comes out in her writing.”
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Her father, Andy Ware, proudly supports his daughter’s artistic 
endeavors, loving that her room is filled with all her creations. 

“She’s really excited to be featured as an artist,” he said. “She 
loves to draw and is really good at it.” In addition, McKenzie 
Ware’s stepmom (also an artist) helped craft one of her characters 
into a Halloween costume last year. “We used a big box and a 
green T-shirt and jeans,” Ware said. “I was really proud of how 
it turned out.”

Moving onto Manatee School for the Arts next year, McKenzie 
has eyes set on attending Ringling College of Art and Design in 
the future. She gleans inspiration from the book series Warrior 
Cats and strives to one day write and illustrate her own books 
and animate original TV shows.

“I love writing, science, and history,” smiled McKenzie, who 
boasts an extensive Pokémon card collection and a love for 
mashed potatoes. “Give me a big book about the Civil War, and 
I’ll read it in like a week.”

Closing up her sketchbook and tucking it into her backpack, she 
looked out the school office window and caught a glimpse of 
best friend Shazely walking by with her class. A smile lit up her 
face and she stretched her neck higher to sneak a better look.

“That’s Shazely, and I get to see her later,” said McKenzie. “I 
love art because I like to create. I also like that it bonds me with 
friendship.”

The power of creating – and being good at it – has carved out 
a rooted sense of identity for McKenzie, which she shares has 
fueled her self-esteem. At previous schools, she felt lost in the 
shadows and bullied.

“Honestly, I feel like a super star here,” she said, absolutely 
beaming and looking around the halls as if soaking up her 
beloved environment. “I feel here I am more cared about and 
no one bullies me any more. They treat me better. They call me 
‘famous’ and think my art is cool and not weird.”

McKenzie’s past experiences often influence her art. Red Scar – 
a bullied cat – got in a fight and now wears an eye patch. Scars 
are etched into her fur, much like her symbolic scars, she said.

While she loves school now, McKenzie impatiently checks the 
clock as it ticks closer to dismissal. The bell means The Boys 
and Girls Club after school program where she links up with best 
friend and fellow artist Shazely Szigetvairi. 

Like professional TV show collaborators, the girls flip open their 
sketchbooks and weave together stories and characters that 
have been parading across their minds at school all day. They 
are currently working on a YouTube movie project based on their 
lives at school and post projects onto the channel idrawbad.

“Ever since the second week of school we’ve been best friends,” 
said McKenzie, who loves to share she got 17 sketchbooks for 
Christmas. “I was so happy when I met her. We both draw animals 
and watch Anime and cartoons. We pass the sketchbook back 
and forth and collaborate.”

Emerging at the age of eight, McKenzie’s passion for drawing 
blossomed after tuning into The Littlest Pet Shop series. She 
worked feverishly to re-create this art style and has only grown 
since then. On a recent day, Ware nonchalantly pulls out her 
sketchbook to demonstrate (on the fly) how she draws eyes.  

With a brow furrowed in concentration and lips pursed, she 
glides her sharpened pencil quick and effortlessly in sketchy, but 
deliberate motions. An eye that looks straight out of an animated 
series seems to develop out of thin air. Then she moves on to 
more “edgy” ways to draw eyes and eagerly flips through her 
past drawings to highlight examples.



The Power
of Presence
After reading Joy Thomas Moore’s 

THE POWER OF PRESENCE, the 
Suncoast Campaign for Grade-Level 
Reading felt that this “love letter” to 
single mothers would have significant 
resonance with a wide range of people 
on Florida’s Suncoast. The book shares 
Joy’s candid account of her life as a single 
mother along with the inspirational and 
informative stories of 22 other parents. 

There is no more important or powerful 
role in the life of a child than a parent, 
and perhaps, no job that is more complex 
and challenging. This book provides 
affirmation, guidance, tips, and wisdom 
in an easily digestible format. It also 

provides numerous launching points for 
substantive discussions.

So, how to best share this valuable tool 
with parents, educators, grandparents, 
and other individuals playing a significant 
role in the lives of children?

Through the generosity of The Patterson 
Foundation, a discussion guide was 
created, and a book circle initiative was 
born. Any group of eight people or more 
who gather at least twice to read and 
discuss the book is eligible for financial 
support from The Patterson Foundation.

Elementary schools, church groups, 
preschools, arts organizations, out-of-

school time providers, neighborhood 
groups, businesses, and other interested 
individuals have come together forming 
more than 90 groups. The feedback from 
the book circles has been overwhelmingly 
positive, affirming the power of connecting, 
learning, and sharing with others. 

Interestingly, many of the book circles have 
reported tears at their first gatherings. 
Tears of joy, relief, compassion, empathy, 
and understanding have been shed as 
book circle participants shared their 
parenting challenges and hopes, dreams, 
and aspirations for their children and all 
children in our region.

Parenting can be challenging, rewarding, 
isolating, and joyful, sometimes all 
at the same time. THE POWER OF 
PRESENCE book circles are providing 
knowledge and support while building 
and strengthening valuable relationships 
between participants.

The initiative has a proven to be so 
popular, that the Suncoast Campaign 
for Grade-Level Reading has received 
numerous requests to bring Joy Thomas 
Moore back to the region and has 
extended the support for THE POWER 
OF PRESENCE book circles through the 
summer months.

The Pat terson Foundation wil l  be 
supporting new book circles in May, 
June, and July. If you have not yet 
participated in a book circle or would like 
to gather a new group, you can register at 
gradelevelreadingsuncoast.net/project/
the-power-of-presence-book-circles/
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LAKEWOOD RANCH
8325 Lakewood Ranch Blvd.
Lakewood Ranch, FL 34202

941.907.9595

BRADENTON
4400 Manatee Avenue West

Bradenton, FL 34209
941.748.6300

ANNA MARIA ISLAND
6000 Marina Drive

Holmes Beach, FL 34217
941.896.9981

IMG ACADEMY
5500 34th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34210

941.752.2683

Whether buying a home in the perfect neighborhood, selling when it’s time for a  
little more space or renting close to a top-rated school, Michael Saunders & Company  
has been helping families reach milestones on Florida’s Gulf Coast for over 4O years. 

Contact us today to take the first step toward success. 

Residential • Commercial • Mortgage • Title • Insurance

CREATING MEMORIESAND MILESTONES

M I C H A E L S A U N D E R S . C O M



Manatee County Rural Health Services  
is now MCR Health

mcr.health

40 YEARS STRONG WITH A RENEWED
COMMITMENT TO OUR PATIENTS



Physicians are on the medical staff of Lakewood Ranch Medical Center, but with limited exceptions are independent practitioners who are not employees or agents of 
Lakewood Ranch Medical Center. The hospital shall not be liable for actions or treatment provided by physicians. For language assistance, disability accommodations 

and the non-discrimination notice, visit our website. 190553-0567 4/19

We’re Proud to be Your 
Hospital of Choice! 

• 24/7 Emergency Services (ER)

• Cardiovascular Services

• Orthopaedic Spine and Joint Center

•  Inpatient and Outpatient Surgery,      
including Robotic Surgery

• Childbirth Services

• Imaging/Radiology Services

• Sleep Center

• Physical Therapy Center

• Stroke and Cerebrovascular Center

• Breast Health Center with 3D Mammography

•  Center for Wound Healing and Hyperbaric Medicine

LakewoodRanchMedicalCenter.com
8330 Lakewood Ranch Blvd. | Lakewood Ranch, FL 34202

Ranked among the safest 
hospitals in the nation.


