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The Writing Warrior
WORDS: Kara Chalmers
PICTURES: Whitney Patton

E’yannie Gomez loves to write - 
she always has. In fourth grade 
at Samoset Elementary School 

in Bradenton, language arts is a favorite 
subject because it allows time for E’yannie, 
11, to focus on her passion.

Last year, in third grade, when her class 
had free time and most other students 
headed straight to the computers to play 
games, E’yannie - who was enrolled in 
the Early Learning Coalition of Manatee 
County’s VPK program back in 2012/13 
- picked up her pencil and got to work. 
“Writing time is one of the best times of 
the day,” E’yannie said. “I like writing real 
stories but sometimes I write fake stories, 
just for fun.”

Last year, when E’yannie was 10, she and 
her mother Shantia Benson co-authored 
a 21-page book and had it published. 
Called The Crazy World of Alexa, the book 
is a compilation of five short stories, most 
of them inspired by E’yannie’s life with her 
mom, her sister Za’rayah, age 5, and her 
brother Na’zaire, 10 months. 

“I had a little blue notebook and I showed 
my mom and she said, ‘Write a book that’s 
going to mean something,’” E’yannie said. 
So E’yannie based the main character, 
Alexa, on herself, and wrote the stories in 
first-person. She chose the names Zoey 
and Jayden for the characters based on 
her sister and brother, respectively. 

The stories are about important moments 
in E’yannie’s life. For example, The Weird 
Bump captures Alexa’s excitement after 
learning - in a special way - that she would 
soon have a baby brother. Another story 
details a great day the family spent at a 
water park. The Mystery Lady is about 
Zoey being afraid of a strange figure she 

swears she sees during the night while 
sharing a bedroom with Alexa. 

Lots of the stories offer glimpses into the 
life of a sister, specifically how trying it can 
be at times to be the eldest in a family. In 
Poop War, sisters Zoey and Alexa bicker 
over who is going to help their mom by 
throwing Jayden’s dirty diaper in the trash. 
Mom makes the call - it’s Zoey’s turn. But 
Zoey gets the last laugh. E’yannie writes:

‘Zoey grabs the diaper and with a devilish 
look in her eyes, she turns to me and 
SMACK, she popped me right in the 
face with the poopie diaper. Sorry mom, 
it’s war.’

The conflicts in these stories - which 
sister tripped the other on the stairs, who 
is copying, who is tattling - are relatable. 
But so are the many touching examples 
of the special bond that only siblings 
understand: Alexa calling Jayden the 

“best surprise this year,” and holding 
a nervous Zoey’s hand atop a super 
high waterslide. 

Dealing with Bullies
Of the five short stories, the last one, 
The Bully Twins, is perhaps the most 
important to E’yannie. The story is inspired 
by real-life events that occurred when 
E’yannie was nine and was nervous about 
making friends in a new after-school day 
care program. It tells how Alexa dealt 
with being tormented by a set of twins, 
girls who excluded Alexa and called her 
names including “Fatty-Patty”, on her first 
day at a new school. E’yannie writes:

‘Every person I tried to play with here 
at the new school, the bully twins told 
them not to be my friend. I ran into the 
bathroom and I started to cry. I had no 
one to play with.’

9
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In the story, Alexa ends up telling her 
teacher, after which half of the kids 
in the class then admit that the twins 
were bullying them, as well. In real life, 
E’yannie’s mother brought the actual 
bullying incident to the attention of the 
day care director. “It was rough,” Shantia 
Benson said. “But I told [E’yannie], ‘You 
can’t care what anyone thinks. You’ve got 
to know you’re beautiful.’”

Referring to why she wrote her book, 
E’yannie said: “I wanted to write my own 
book to show all the other kids how I feel 
and what I’m going through. “About the 
story The Bully Twins, she said, “I want to 
tell kids who are being bullied to speak up. 
Bullying is kind of a serious issue these 
days. [The book] is for showing other kids 
how to speak up.”

Just like in the story, when E’yannie fled to 
the bathroom to cry, she too soon heard 

Za’rayah’s small voice from outside the 
door asking, “Are you ok?” E’yannie writes:

‘I opened the door and there stood my 
little sister. I’ve never been so happy to see 
Zoey. There’s nothing better than family.’

Just like with Alexa, the bullying experience 
taught E’yannie that no matter how tough 
a sibling can be, no one is better at having 
your back. 

A Driven, 
Dauntless Defender
After meeting E’yannie, it’s apparent she’s 
confident and funny. Her mom Shantia 
Benson describes her as a creative, 
lovable girl with a great imagination. She’s 
an observer of the world around her and 
is comfortable speaking freely about her 
feelings and experiences - both the good 
and the bad.

These qualities are important for anyone 
planning to be a writer. She’s proud of 
herself, as she should be, for her writing 
accomplishments. “E’yannie is definitely 
a natural-born leader,” said Gabrielle 
Baggetta, E’yannie’s fourth grade reading 
and writing teacher at Samoset. 

According to Baggetta, E’yannie knows 
how to stand up for herself, but she is 
good at standing up for others too, if she 
perceives an injustice. E’yannie is quick 
to volunteer to help, whether by assisting 
Baggetta with tasks, or by encouraging a 
student who’s struggling with classwork.

“She’s really into making sure people get 
what they need,” Baggetta said. “She’s 
an asset to the classroom.” For example, 
when a new student came to Samoset 
this year, not surprisingly, E’yannie 
volunteered to show the student around 
their classroom and around the school. 

“She likes to make sure people feel 
included,” Baggetta said. “She likes 
helping people not feel lost.”

In the fourth grade, writing gets more 
technical - and difficult - than ever before, 
Baggetta said, but E’yannie has risen to 
the challenge.

“She can take an idea and run with it,” 
Baggetta said. She added that if E’yannie 
gets frustrated, she always pushes 
through. She’s definitely a problem solver 
with her writing,” Baggetta said. “She’s a 
great writer now, but she knows she can 
always get better. So, she keeps pushing.” 

How to Get the Book
You can purchase E’yannie’s book and its 
accompanying coloring book on Amazon.
com. The Crazy World of Alexa paperback 
costs $15 and the kindle version costs 
$10. The Crazy World of Alexa: Coloring 
Book is available for $10. 

E’yannie is considering writing a second 
book, with more stories of her life with her 
family, possibly this time including her 
grandmother and uncle as characters. 
Na’zaire, who in the first book as a 
newborn was basically relegated to crying 
and filling diapers, might play a larger 
role now that he is mobile, smiley and 
gets excited every time E’yannie enters 
the room. 





12

Linnie E. Dalbeck 
Memorial 

Foundation Trust

The Joy McCann 
Culverhouse 

Charitable Trust

The Koski 
Family 

Foundation

Around the World in 80 Days Sponsors Season Sponsors

FAMILY DAY
SAT, JUNE 15

Family ticket packages available.

Kenny Wax Family Entertainment and Simon Friend present the New Vic Theatre production in association with Royal Exchange Theatre Manchester

THE PERFECT FAMILY TREAT!

By JULES VERNE  
Adapted by LAURA EASON 

Directed by THERESA HESKINS

JUNE 6–23
941.351.8000  | asolorep.org

Lakewood Ranch

 

Shoppes at UTC
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SarasotaJungleGardens.com
3701 Bay Shore Road • Sarasota, FL 34234

For more information, visit our website or call 941-355-1112 ext. 307

• Packages for 15 to 40 or more guests
• All day fun for the whole family
• Food included
• Recognition at animal shows
• Animal interactions
• Reserved seating area

Bring Your
PARTY TO LIFE!
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. WINGS 

. FRIES

. BEER

. WINE

. LASAGNA 

. SUBS 

. GYROS

. SALADS

. PIZZA 

. SPAGHETTI 

. RAVIOLI

. MANICOTTI

941-758-6478
www.DemetriosPizza.com

1720 Cortez Road West . Bradenton

BE HEALTHY BE 
HAPPYBELONG

JOIN 
THE Y!

FREE “6 WEEKS TO FITNESS SUCCESS”, Access to all branches and Nationwide 
Access, 100+ FREE group exercise classes, State-of-the-art cardio fitness  
centers, Swimming Pools, Locker Rooms, FREE Child Care, Water Aerobics,  
Youth Sports, Swim Lessons, Camp, and more!

Lakewood Ranch   Bradenton   Parrish 
941-798-9622

Manatee Family YMCA
manateeymca.org
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EMPOWERING

Luz Corcuera 
draws on 
upbringing in 
Peru to inspire 
local kids…



Nestled in the arms of the majestic Andes Mountains in 
Peru, Luz Corcuera’s childhood hacienda buzzed with 
a luminous glow of possibilities. After long summer days 

working in sugar cane fields and the cheese and milk factories, 
Peruvians who could not read or write would stream to a little 
makeshift classroom set up in Corcuera’s home where her 
parents would lovingly and patiently teach them literacy and the 
power of education.

Soaking in the scene while sharpening pencils and passing 
out booklets to help out, Corcuera would forever remember her 
parents’ kindness and the students’ awe-inspiring progress. With 
freshly baked bread, cheeses, and preserves dotting the tables, 
she witnessed these adults learn to write their names for the first 
time, read a word, or tackle a book. She saw these hard-working 
laborers grow beyond their limits.

“I believe these memories impacted me for the rest of my life,” 
Corcuera said with passion radiating in her voice. “I remember 
these moments with such clarity, and it was so meaningful to see 
the changes in people’s lives. Social justice was embedded in my 
head and heart. My parents never hesitated to roll up their sleeves 
and run to assist others, which was good for me to see as role 
models and that everyone can give something at different times.”

Corcuera, who has followed in her parents’ footsteps and carved 
out her life’s journey dedicated to helping children and families 
through her work as a clinical psychologist and executive director 

at UnidosNow, was honored last month with a special accolade: 
The inaugural Charles Clapsaddle Community Spotlight Award. 

Charles Clapsaddle, the well-known station manager of Manatee 
Educational Television, has focused his camera lens for years on 
people and organizations that strive to shape Manatee County into 
a better place to live. Clapsaddle will now step into center stage 
with an honor presented in his name each year at the Manatee 
Community Foundation’s Spirit of Manatee Awards ceremony.

“Through the lens of a camera, Charles has transformed stories 
from ordinary into the extraordinary and has given a voice to 
those who otherwise might not have been heard,” the award 
criteria states. “The Charles Clapsaddle Community Spotlight 
Award will be presented annually to the person or organization 
that best exemplifies this exceptional achievement.”

Corcuera not only gives a voice to those who are often hushed 
in Manatee County, but she also gives them the tools to soar and 
sing with it. Her career has culminated in her position at the helm 
of UnidosNow, an organization that strives to empower Latinos to 
achieve their American Dream. She works passionately to help 
elevate the quality of life in the growing Hispanic community 
through education, integration, and civic engagement.

“My job is so rewarding because it doesn’t feel like work,” 
said Corcuera, who immigrated first from Peru to Canada 
before discovering and falling in love with her Manatee County 
community. “Every day we help students and individuals open 

WORDS: Bre Jones Mulock
PICTURES: Whitney Patton
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doors to achieve their dreams. I’m just lucky to get paid. But not 
for one minute have I ever thought I don’t want to do this when 
I know I can do something really meaningful.”

Corcuera believes with conviction that the power to shatter the 
cycle of poverty lies in pursuing higher education. Many of the 
Latino families she works with struggle with even navigating 
through the idea of attending college. Overwhelmed with 
thoughts that higher education is too expensive, these families 
often encourage their high school graduates to funnel straight 
into the workforce - sidestepping college all together.

“We want to show these families that there are opportunities 
for everyone,” said Corcuera. “And when we show them 
what’s possible, I’ve watched kids jump up and down with 
excitement. They inspire their whole family. Their younger siblings 
get excited.”

Clicking through the videos streaming on UnidosNow’s website, 
viewers can’t help but smile at the young adults expressing 
heart-felt thank you messages to the organization that strives 
to give these kids opportunities to look beyond their limits. 
Sometimes juggling two jobs to help contribute to their families, 
many students gush with disbelief that they can attend college 
and one day stand out as leaders in their community. 

UnidosNow unlocks an entire toolbox of resources not only 
for high school students seeking college scholarships and 
assistance on applications, but also for parents who long to learn 
English and how to navigate the school system in the United 
States, which is often a shadowy trail of intimidation. UnidosNow 
employs a holistic approach by unwrapping resources for the 
entire family.

“These kids succeed because they are hard-working, and we 
believe no one should fall through the cracks,” said Corcuera, 
who has two grown daughters of her own. “I want every kid to 
have what my kids had.”

In the spirit of her parents giving back to their village, Corcuera 
emphasizes that UnidosNow fosters the idea that once you get 
something out of your community, it’s important to give back to 
your community. Parents who attend support classes through 
UnidosNow often bond with blossoming 
friendships and join together to share 
their resources, like how to start a 
cleaning business or tips to save money 
on hotels.

Although Corcuera expresses pride in her 
organization, she strongly believes it takes 
an entire community to inspire progress.

“I’m so thankful we landed in a community 
like Manatee,” she said with smiles 
dripping from her words. “We are so 
grateful for the people who believed in 
us and guided our children. There is an 
excellent quality of human beings here.”

When Corcuera heard she had won the 
Charles Clapsaddle Award, warm gratitude 
and humbleness grew in her heart.

“I could not believe that I was going to be honored with this award 
because Charles Clapsaddle is such a dear person – someone I 
love and admire,” she said. “I’ve known him for many years, and 
he is one of the most loved, selfless individuals I have ever met 
in my life. We are so lucky he belongs to us, to our community. 
I’m just blown away.”

Corcuera, who meditates every day and relishes long walks 
on the beach, connects with her UnidosNow families because 
she too lived the life of an immigrant. Daughters Mariella and 
Daniella grew up watching both their parents write essays, tackle 
homework, and study as they committed to further their careers 
with higher education in Canada. 

“I chose psychology as my career because I wanted to 
understand myself and to understand others and have that 
level of empathy,” Corcuera said. “I enjoyed learning the many 
tools to have a deep understanding of self and that we are all 
so unique.”

Relocating to Manatee County, Corcuera hit the ground running 
with community building and engagement. She served as 
program director for Healthy Start Manatee and as Community 
Health Director for the Florida Department of Health in Manatee 
County before her position at UnidosNow. She continues to 
advocate for understanding the social determinates influencing 
socio-economic wellbeing. 

When she is not guiding her community, you might find her 
whipping up a delicious ceviche in the kitchen where she loves 
to create recipes and improvise as a therapeutic outlet. Music 
and dancing soothe her soul and her heart beats for her family, 
which now includes 4-year-old grandson Alexander and newborn 
granddaughter Elisabeth.

“Next to UnidosNow, the most wonderful job in the world is to 
be a grandparent,” Corcuera said before pausing to collect her 
thoughts.  “To see your grandchildren is the most amazing feeling 
- to see those little lives starting out and forming.”

On a recent trip to visit her daughter and grandchildren in 
Luxembourg where they live, Corcuera embarked on a walk with 
her family. With the sun shining and an ocean-blue sky stretched 

out before them, Corcuera pushed the 
stroller where Elisabeth slept. An older 
gentleman stopped them and shared 
that it was a wonderful sight to see three 
generations of women.

“He said how lucky I was to witness 
the first chapters of this new life,” said 
Corcuera who admitted this gave her 
chills. “I thought these were the most 
beautiful words.”

Reaching back into her own first chapters 
of life, Corcuera will forever draw on her 
own experience, helping her parents 
teach reading and writing to those who 
never thought they would have the 
opportunity, as she continues to pour love 
into Manatee County.
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Dr. Rosanna Elena Ianiro 

specializes in women’s healthcare 

and treats chronic medical 

conditions in adolescents, adults 

and older adults. 

Dr. Ianiro received her medical degree from 

Escuela Autónoma de Ciencias Médicas 

de Centro América, Costa Rica. Her family 

medicine residency was completed at the 

University of Texas Health San Antonio in San 

Antonio, Texas. 

She earned a Master’s of Public Health 

in global communicable diseases at the 

University of South Florida in Tampa and is 

certified in public health and clinical tropical 

medicine. She is fluent in Spanish.

Her membership affiliations include the 

American Academy of Family Physicians and 

the American Society of Tropical Medicine 

and Hygiene.

Se habla Española.

North River Family Health Center 

Welcomes Our Newest Provider 

Rosanna Elena Ianiro, MD 
Board-Certified Family Medicine Physician

For language assistance, disability accommodations and the non-discrimination notice, visit our website.
190460-0153 3/19 

Member of Manatee Physician Alliance 

606 4th Avenue West | Palmetto, Florida 34221-5226

Check-In on Your Good Health. 

Make an Appointment Today

Book an appointment online at: 

northriverfamilyhealthcenter.com, 

or call 941.722.7785. 
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LANDSIDE
6906 14th Street West

941.758.7880

BRIDGE STREET PIER
Bradenton Beach

941.778.AMOB (2662)

CORTEZ
6696 Cortez Road

941.792.0077

ELLENTON
1525 51st Avenue East

941.721.7773

Annn Marin Oyster Bar
You'll feel like family at

Visit us online for menu, specials,  location info,
& more at  OysterBar.net

No Appointment Necessary
Just Walk In

MINOR INJURY OR ILLNESS?

Member of Manatee Physician Alliance 
For language assistance, disability accommodations and the non-discrimination notice, visit our website.

Most insurance accepted. 190460-0159 1/19

Proud to be affiliated with Manatee Memorial Hospital and Lakewood Ranch Medical Center

manateeurgentcare.com

Three Convenient Locations
Open 7 Days a Week 

6272 Lake Osprey Drive
Sarasota, FL 34240

941.907.2800

9908 State Road 64 East
Bradenton, FL 34212

941.747.8600 

4647 Manatee Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34209

941.745.5999 

www.BishopScience.org 

201 10th Street West 
Bradenton, FL 34205

your mind at  
The Bishop Museum of 
Science and Nature

Blast off. Dive deep. Be curious. 
From a microscopic cell to 
a far away galaxy, we are all 
connected to each other, the 
cosmos, and the world around 
us. Fun and learning await at…

EXPAND

$1 off admission* Up to four (4) admissions. Not valid with any other 
discounts or special offers. Expires 12/31/2019
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866-661-5656 
safechildrencoalition.com

Be A Foster 
Parent!
LOCAL 
KIDS NEED 
SOMEONE 
LIKE YOU.

Classes beginning soon!
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FIVE OF OUR BEST GAMES IN ONE PACKAGE. ALL WEEKEND GAMES. 
YOU CHOOSE WHICH 5-GAME PACKAGE WORKS BEST FOR YOU!

PLAN A

PLAN B

PLAN C

For the best available seat locations,  
order today by calling us at (941) 747-3031.

All games start at 6:30 p.m.

INCLUDED WITH EACH 5-GAME PLAN:

ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT
At every game you attend, you’ll get all of the hot dogs, burgers, 
chicken sandwiches (grilled and crispy), soda and bottled water 
you want.

TWO FREE GIFTS
You’ll get a Marauders cap ($15 value) and a Commemorative 10th 
Season Marty the Marauder Bobble. You get these two gifts with 
each 5-Game Plan that you buy.

UNUSED TICKET POLICY
We understand that things come up in everyone’s life, and 
committing to specific games can be tough. But that doesn’t have 
to stop you from getting this great ticket plan – you can exchange 
your tickets in advance (or unused tickets after the game) for any 
other game on the schedule, based on availability. You will also 
exchange your AYCE wristband for 2 entrée and 2 drink vouchers.

ONLY $75 PER 5-GAME PLAN  
FOR THE BEST SEATS!
That’s just $15 per seat, per game for an All-You-Can-Eat 
Bradenton Marauders baseball game. Lower priced options are also 
available.

One plan means you’ll attend an average of one game per month, 
with the flexibility to exchange unused tickets to any other game 
on the schedule, based on availability. You can pick one plan, two 
plans, or pick them all.

If you leave your wallet at home, you won’t miss out on  
anything. You’ll eat as much as you want and you’ll have  
fun watching the game.

2019 MARAUDERS 5-GAME PLAN

INFIELD BOX OR RESERVE $15 PER GAME  |  $75 PER PLAN

BASELINE BOX $13 PER GAME  |  $65 PER PLAN

LEFT FIELD BLEACHERS $11 PER GAME  |  $55 PER PLAN

April 6 Opening Night 
 ZOOperstars!

April 20 Nickelodeon Night 
 featuring Paw Patrol

June 8 Margaritaville Night 
 Craft Beer Night

July 3 Independence Day   
 Celebration

July 13 GEEKEND: Star Wars Night

July 27 Back to School Night 
 Hispanic Heritage    
 Celebration #3

Aug. 24 Fan Appreciation Night

 Special appearances by Chase and Marshall

 Paw Patrol Themed Jersey Auction 

 Kids Pre-Game Easter Egg Hunt

 Adult Easter Egg Hunt benefiting the Humane 
 Society of Manatee County

 Post-Game Fireworks sponsored by Budweiser

SPONSORED BY BUDWEISER

FIREWORKS SERIES

DON’T MISS FIREWORKS NIGHTS WITH THE BRADENTON MARAUDERS

NICKELODEON NIGHT 
SAT. APRIL 20TH FT. PAW PARTROL 
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YOU CHOOSE WHICH 5-GAME PACKAGE WORKS BEST FOR YOU!

PLAN A

PLAN B

PLAN C

For the best available seat locations,  
order today by calling us at (941) 747-3031.

All games start at 6:30 p.m.

INCLUDED WITH EACH 5-GAME PLAN:

ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT
At every game you attend, you’ll get all of the hot dogs, burgers, 
chicken sandwiches (grilled and crispy), soda and bottled water 
you want.

TWO FREE GIFTS
You’ll get a Marauders cap ($15 value) and a Commemorative 10th 
Season Marty the Marauder Bobble. You get these two gifts with 
each 5-Game Plan that you buy.

UNUSED TICKET POLICY
We understand that things come up in everyone’s life, and 
committing to specific games can be tough. But that doesn’t have 
to stop you from getting this great ticket plan – you can exchange 
your tickets in advance (or unused tickets after the game) for any 
other game on the schedule, based on availability. You will also 
exchange your AYCE wristband for 2 entrée and 2 drink vouchers.

ONLY $75 PER 5-GAME PLAN  
FOR THE BEST SEATS!
That’s just $15 per seat, per game for an All-You-Can-Eat 
Bradenton Marauders baseball game. Lower priced options are also 
available.

One plan means you’ll attend an average of one game per month, 
with the flexibility to exchange unused tickets to any other game 
on the schedule, based on availability. You can pick one plan, two 
plans, or pick them all.

If you leave your wallet at home, you won’t miss out on  
anything. You’ll eat as much as you want and you’ll have  
fun watching the game.

2019 MARAUDERS 5-GAME PLAN

INFIELD BOX OR RESERVE $15 PER GAME  |  $75 PER PLAN

BASELINE BOX $13 PER GAME  |  $65 PER PLAN

LEFT FIELD BLEACHERS $11 PER GAME  |  $55 PER PLAN

April 6 Opening Night 
 ZOOperstars!

April 20 Nickelodeon Night 
 featuring Paw Patrol

June 8 Margaritaville Night 
 Craft Beer Night

July 3 Independence Day   
 Celebration

July 13 GEEKEND: Star Wars Night

July 27 Back to School Night 
 Hispanic Heritage    
 Celebration #3

Aug. 24 Fan Appreciation Night

 Special appearances by Chase and Marshall

 Paw Patrol Themed Jersey Auction 

 Kids Pre-Game Easter Egg Hunt

 Adult Easter Egg Hunt benefiting the Humane 
 Society of Manatee County

 Post-Game Fireworks sponsored by Budweiser
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On A Roll...
WORDS: Kara Chalmers
PICTURES: Whitney Patton

As usual, JPAN Sushi & Grill was 
bustling on a recent weekend 
night. Couples on dates, groups 

of friends, and families of all sizes dined 
and drank on the outdoor patios, at the 
sushi bar inside, and at tables and booths 
in JPAN’s dimly lit, stylish interior.  

I think I can safely call myself a JPAN 
regular. The place is one of few restaurants 
in the University Park area that isn’t a 
large national chain. I love the food, 
relaxing ambiance, and the warm and  
attentive service equally. I come here for 
nights out with girlfriends and for date 
nights with my husband. And because my 
daughters, ages 11 and 8, love the place 
too, we bring them here as a special treat. 

It’s not that JPAN is especially expensive 
for families. In fact, they offer one of the 
best kids’ meal deals I’ve ever heard of. 
But my girls recently discovered they love 
sushi, and they can consume a surprising 
amount of it. So, the kids’ meals here have 
become a thing of the past for us. 

In addition, my husband and I usually 
take advantage of JPAN’s extensive drink 
selection, which includes various types 
of sake, inventive craft cocktails (like the 

signature JPAN Old Fashioned and the 
Butterfly Martini) and a sizable beer and 
wine list. 

My family rarely orders dessert when we 
eat out, but JPAN’s Mochi Rice Cake Ice 
Cream is our exception. This small round 
confection is a sweet, soft dumpling made 
of pounded Japanese sticky rice that’s 
filled with ice cream. However, we don’t 
agree on what flavors are best, so we 
order all three — vanilla, strawberry and 
green tea. While JPAN’s other dessert 
options are tempting, we can’t resist the 
mochi, every time.  

So, while we end up spending a little more 
at JPAN than we do at other typically kid-
friendly restaurants, for me the experience, 
fare, and super convenient location (near 
I-75 and University Parkway) are totally 
worth any extra dollars. Also, don’t let 
the modern and chic Japan-influenced 
interior design fool you into thinking this 
place is just for grown-ups. Kids are more 
than welcome, said Clarice Dokko, who 
co-owns JPAN with her husband Daniel, 
the head chef. 

“We have lots of big families,” Clarice 
said. “No one feels uncomfortable. We 

try to make the environment relaxing for 
everyone.”

A Dash of Korea, 
a Pinch of Brazil

The Dokkos are both Korean and, as kids, 
they ate traditional Korean meals prepared 
by their  mothers and grandmothers. 
However, they were both born in, and grew 
up in, Sao Paulo, Brazil. So, from a young 
age, they were also exposed to the flavors 
and ingredients of Brazilian cuisine. 

When Daniel was 19, he moved to the 
United States and worked first as a 
busboy and dishwasher at a Japanese 
restaurant in Orlando. As he worked his 
way up over the years, as a server, then 
as the manager, he fell in love with the 
industry and became an accomplished 
Japanese chef. Why  Japanese? Because 
he loves it. As does his wife, and as do his 
children Dario, 11, and Grace, 3. 

“It’s our favorite, I could eat it every day,” 
Clarice said.

In 2008, when he was 26, Daniel opened 
his first restaurant in Sarasota. It was a 
small sushi place with four employees. 
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It has since doubled in size. Its location 
- at 3800 S. Tamiami Trail, in the Shops 
at Siesta Row - is where Clarice, one of 
the managers, spends most of her time. 
Clarice is also responsible for JPAN’s 
social media and event scheduling. In 
addition, she helps come up with new 
menu items. 

In the summer of 2016, under pressure 
from loyal customers who made the trek to 
Sarasota from their homes in Bradenton 
and Lakewood Ranch, the Dokkos 
opened the University Park location, at 
229 N. Cattlemen Rd., which is a five-
minute walk from the Mall at University 
Town Center.

The Dokkos have used their Korean 
heritage, Brazil ian hometown, and 
Japanese cuisine expertise to create a 
formula for an inventive and broad menu, 
filled with great-tasting, authentic, and 
creative dishes. 

It’s a large menu, with sections for 
the classics: sashimi and sushi rolls 
- traditional, low-carb (with-out rice), 
vegetarian, and 34 specialty rolls. Among 
the most popular rolls is the Volcano Roll 
- tuna, cream cheese and asparagus, 
topped with avocado, baked crab, and 
shrimp salad. There’s also the Origami 
Roll, which is shrimp tempura, crab salad 
and avocado, topped with spicy tuna, and 
wrapped in rice paper. The Lobster Roll - 
snow crab, cucumber, and conch, topped 
with avocado and Maine lobster — is also 
a customer favorite, Clarice said.

While I like to think of myself as an 
adventurous eater, JPAN is one place 
where it’s difficult for me to stray from my 
favorites. I almost always order the Spicy 

Tuna Roll (I swear it’s the best I’ve ever 
had) and the Sweet Potato Roll, one of 
JPAN’s vegetarian options. This normally 
comes with tempura-battered sweet 
potato paired with cream cheese, but I 
order mine with steamed sweet potato, 
not battered. It’s delicious. I also always 
get the Spicy Tuna Blocks appetizer, 
which has  avocado, togarashi pepper 
and hot sesame oil. Our kids like both the 
pork and shrimp dumplings  appetizers. 

Not surprisingly, there are Korean 
offerings on the menu, including the 
popular JPAN Beef, an  entree featuring 
thinly sliced steak sautéed in a Korean 
soy garlic sauce. There is also a Korean 
Short Ribs appetizer as well as Spicy 
Korean Tacos, which feature shaved pork 
shoulder in a spicy Korean sauce.

The menu offers plenty of options without 
raw fish, including all of the entrees. 
There’s the lightly breaded and fried 
Chicken Katsu, Sizzling Teriyaki, JPAN 
Beef, Volcano Chicken (crispy chicken 
served with a tangy, spicy sauce), 
steamed Sea Bass, and the Seafood 
Lover, which is Chinese-style lobster, 
scallops, and shrimp in a ginger and 
scallion sauce. All entrees are served 
with miso soup, house sal-ad, vegetables, 
and rice.

“We want to bring authentic Japanese 
food, but also new creations,” Clarice 
said of their mission. “We always have 
new things on the menu - but we keep 
the artistry of sushi.” 

Their roots are important, but so is 
creativity, she said. “We are always trying 
to have the best traditional sushi, but 
something new too.” 

How to Get a Good Deal at JPAN
As mentioned above, JPAN knows how to do a kids’ meal right. For $8 to $10, 
depending on the  protein, kids 12 and under get one entree (which is not skimpy) 
- Chicken Teriyaki, Shrimp Teriyaki, Chicken Tempura, Shrimp Tempura, JPAN 
Beef, or Chicken Yaki Udon - served with white rice, vegetables, dumplings, fruit, 
and a special Japanese soda in a glass bottle sealed with a marble - a novelty 
that my kids love. As an alternative to the soda, there’s orange juice. 
Weekday lunch, as well as the daily happy hour, offers affordable ways to give 
JPAN a try. The lunch  special is two rolls for $10 - or three rolls for $13. While not 
every roll on the full menu is offered, there’s a good selection. Also, at lunch, you 
can get a bento box - complete with a Spring Roll, Cali Roll, Shrimp Dumplings, 
and a choice of soup or salad - plus any of the hot entrees listed above, plus a 
few additional ones, for about $12.
During Happy Hour, every day from 5pm to 6:30pm, you can choose from a 
selection of small plates, rolls, and drinks ranging from $3 to $6 each. 
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    Easterseals SWFL Academy  

Now enrolling for Summer Camp 

June 3th—August 2nd, 2019 
7:15 am—5:30 pm 

Kindergarten—3rd Grade 
$160/week or $35/day 

June 3th—August 2nd, 2019 
7:15 am—5:30 pm 

4th Grade—8th Grade 
$150/week or $33/day

Activities in these camps are designed to prevent summer slide as 
well as improve reading and social skills. 

 
June 10th—August 2nd, 2019 

8:00 am-4:00 pm 
(off the week of 7-4-19) 

 

9th Grade—12th Grade 
$140/week or $30/day 

 
Activities in this camp will focus 
on social and vocational skills 
training with lots of fun outings!

Call today for details!  Contact: Carma  (941) 355-7637 x 424
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BOOK US
FOR YOUR NEXT EVENT!

Have Kona Ice® at your VBS, Summer camps, 
graduations, birthdays, end of year parties 

and any event you want to celebrate!

www.kona-ice.com
scedwards@kona-ice.com
941.465.0802

Kona Ice of Manatee County
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SARASOTA 
YOUTH OPERA 

SUMMER CAMP
June 2019 | Ages 8-18

All Skill Levels Welcome

Sign Up Today! Registration Deadline May 10

SARASOTAOPERA.ORG | (941)-328-1307

Summer
Vacation!

The Ultimate

Pre-Enroll for Summer Camp
Online Now!

www.doodlebugs.com/summer-camp
Lakewood Ranch • 941.757.0330 • 11015 Passage Drive

Ages 3-12

•Arts & Crafts •Science
•Cooking •Sports
•Computers •Survivor

June 3-August 2, 2019
A Summer Program for Kids Ages 7-13

Featuring: Science, Technology, Engineering & Math
(STEM) Classes

Bradenton 941-752-5203
Lakewood Ranch 941-363-7203
State College of Florida, Manatee-Sarasota does not discriminate on the
basis of sex, pregnancy, race, religion, age, national origin/ethnicity, color,
marital status, disability, genetic information or sexual orientation in any
of its educational programs, services or activities, including admission
and employment. Direct inquiries regarding nondiscrimination policies to:
Equity Officer, 941-752-5323, 5840 26th St. W., Bradenton, FL 34207.
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•Two weeks, full-days 
•70 hours of instruction

•All levels, beginner to advanced 

For complete details, including age requirements and 
instruments, call or visit our website.

SarasotaOrchestra.org   |   941-487-2731  

JULY 8 - 19, 2019  Monday - Friday   9 am to 4 pm
Total cost: $350 (scholarships available)

NEW FORMAT:

TWO-WEEK, FULL DAY 
SUMMER MUSIC CAMP!

June 10 - July 19 

For curious 2nd-5th 
graders who want 
to look to the stars, 
dig down for fossils, 
or build the future. 
Fun and learning 
await at…

SUMMER 
SCIENCE CAMP

www.BishopScience.org
201 10th Street West  
Bradenton, FL 34205
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Register Today for 25% off!

Karate Camp
Triumph Martial Arts

DISCIPLINE / BELIEF / COMMUNICATION / RESPECT / SELF ESTEEM / HONESTY

STRUCTURED PROGRAM
CERTIFIED INSTRUCTORS
FUN & SAFE

7 weeks of camp
Karate Lessons
also crafts, field trips, movies, 
games and more 

TriumphATA.com 
941.727.2883

Parrish Family YMCA
12214 US 301 N
Parrish, FL 34219

Lakewood Ranch Family YMCA
5100 Lakewood Ranch Blvd. 
Lakewood Ranch, FL 34211

Bradenton Family YMCA
3805 59th St W, 
Bradenton, FL 34209

SUMMER

UNPLUGGED

UNPLUG THIS 
SUMMER! 

Summer Camp at the Y is electronic free and 
provides children with supervised activities 

that cultivate values, develop skills and 
nurture relationships. Full day and half day 

options available!  Sign up today!

SUMMER CAMP  
REGISTRATION OPEN!  

manateeymca.org
941-798-9622
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Register online at scgov.net/parks 
or call 941-861-PARK (7275).

Sarasota County’s trusted camp 
provider for more than 40 years!

• Camps to fit your family’s schedule. 
• Summer camps that are affordable!
• Camps to suit your child’s interests. 

PR
N

R 
2.

20
19

Sarasota County Parks, Recreation and Natural Resources

WHEN SCHOOL’S OUT,
CAMP’S IN!
Camp registration begins  
April 1, 2019.
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JAM
2019
JAM AAMMFF

Live Entertainment
Local Food Vendors

Cornhole Corner
Games & Raffle
Kid's Play Zone

Arts & Crafts
Face Painting

FREE Admission!

FREE Family Event
Saturday, May 4th @ 3:00pm Sutton Park, Palmetto

Sponsored by the From Cradle to College™ Foundation
Benefitting Programs of the Early Learning Coalition of Manatee County

MA

NA
TEE COUNTY

2019



A Celebration Of Women Making A Difference 
In Lakewood Ranch…

WORDS: Jessica Schubick
PICTURES: Wendy Dewhurst

In February, the Lakewood Ranch Community Fund marked 
Valentine’s Day with a very special event – their annual 
Galentine celebration. More than 130 attendees gathered at 

Gold Coast Eagle Distributing in Lakewood Ranch for a cocktail 
reception and program honoring the women of the Lakewood 
Ranch Community Fund Women’s Giving Circles.

Community Fund President Garrett Shinn explained: “The 
Galentine event provides an opportunity for existing circles and 
their members to come 
together to celebrate 
accomplishments over 
the past year, network with 
others, share ideas and 
passion for philanthropy. It 
is also a great opportunity 
for those that are not 
currently a circle member 
to attend in order to catch 
a glimpse of the impact the 
circles have. Our hope is 
they join an existing circle 
or form a new one.”

The Community Fund 
currently has six Women’s 
Giving Circles representing Lakewood Ranch, East Manatee and 
Sarasota Counties. Those include:

• Lakewood Ranch Women's Charitable Fund
• Together We Give Giving Circle Fund
• Sisterhood for Good Fund
• Lakewood Ranch Women Giving Hope Fund
• The Lake Club “TLC” Women's Giving Circle Fund
• Cheers for Charity Giving Circle Fund

Women’s Giving Circles have been active in the Lakewood Ranch 
community since 2010. Shinn added: “Collectively the circles 

have issued 73 grants totaling almost $60,000, not to mention 
the countless hours each circle has also spent donating their 
time to organizations in the Lakewood Ranch, East Manatee, and 
Sarasota County area. This event is inspiring, and it truly makes 
me proud to be involved with the Lakewood Ranch Community 
Fund Board and to be the husband of the co-founder of the 
Cheers for Charity Women’s Giving Circle.”

Peggy Kronus, LWR Community Fund Board Member 
and Galentine Event Chair, 
said: “The Women’s Giving 
Circles provide hope and 
support to organizations 
in our community that truly 
need it. So many people 
want to help others within the 
community, but they may not 
have huge resources to draw 
from. The Community Fund 
assists donors in finding and 
supporting projects utilizing 
their combined resources.”

Kronus continued: “Through 
the projects and grants of 
the Women’s Giving Circles, 

everyone can provide support to the community and they can 
see where their support goes. Every dollar raised is given back to 
the nonprofits! We are here; we are providing; we are supporting 
and making a difference. Together, our impact is far greater.”

The Lakewood Ranch Community Fund is a fund of the Manatee 
Community Foundation. The organizations work together to 
partner with caring people to strengthen and enhance the 
community through philanthropy, education, and service. 
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For more information on the Community Fund, the Women’s Giving Circles, and how you can join or 
start a new circle, visit www.LWRFund.org today!
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REACH OUT 
FOR SUPPORT!



When your child struggles meeting 
developmental milestones, having 
a support system and a team 

of highly skilled therapists on your side is 
priceless. That’s the goal of the Manatee 
Memorial Hospital Outpatient Pediatric 
Therapy Service: located at 206 2nd Street 
East, Bradenton, FL 34208 (ground floor of 
the main hospital.) to become part of the 
families’ support system and, in time, part 
of their family.

The program has been serving the 
community for over 20 years and recently 
found a new home at Manatee Memorial 

Hospital (MMH). Liz Brown, 

a speech pathologist since 1992 and 
Director of the program, has been providing 
expertise to families from the outset and 
leads the experienced team.

In fact, all 13 of the MMH staff in the 
department have been there for at least five 
years, which is one of the many reasons that 
every single one of their families followed 
them when they moved from another local 
hospital at the turn of the year. The therapy 
team prides themselves on incorporating 
the parents into the sessions, so they 
can carry on the disciplines at home. 
This really helps the child and parents 
progress together.

The program's highly skilled therapists are 
there to work with children from a variety of 
developmental conditions and diagnoses, 
such as:

•	 Autism
•	 Birth	Injuries
•	 Cerebral	Palsy
•	 Developmental	Delay
•	 Down’s	Syndrome
•	 Feeding	Difficulties
•	 Hydrocephalus
•	 Hypotonia/Hypertonia
•	 Orthopedic	Injuries/Disorders
•	 Other	Neurological	Disorders
•	 Premature	Births
•	 Sensory	Integration	Disorders
•	 Spina	Bifida
•	 Swallowing	Disorders/Dysphagia

Patients can be seen from birth 
right through the teenage 

years. Liz explained: 
“The earlier we see 
the  ch i ld ren ,  the 
more likely they are 
to respond to therapy. 

Sometimes children just 
need extra processing time 

and we are here to help with 
that.”

When children come in, they are 
evaluated by all three therapists; 
physical ,  occupat ional,  and 

WORDS: Niki Richards

REACH OUT 
FOR SUPPORT!

Liz Brown, Director, Outpatient Pediatric Therapy 
Services at Manatee Memorial Hospital

speech. The therapists then collaborate 
and work together to make an individualized 
therapy program for each child. Sessions 
last anywhere from 30 minutes to three 
hours and take place anywhere from one to 
three times per week. Liz added: “Parents 
come in with a wish list for their child, our 
goal is to meet them in the middle.”

The Physical Therapy team uses therapeutic 
play and exercise techniques to improve a 
child’s ability to perform functional gross 
motor movements. Occupational therapists 
practice playtime activities, repetition, and 
sensory integration to help children improve 
activity of daily living skills and fine motor 
abilities. Speech Therapy works interactively 
with the child to improve speech, language, 
and feeding skills. The three disciplines all 
work very well together to improve quality 
of life and confidence in these children and 
the therapists couldn’t be prouder of each 
child’s individual progress.

Liz said: “If you think your child might be 
struggling, talk to your pediatrician, request 
a prescription for an evaluation and call us 
to schedule an appointment. Always trust 
your mom instinct. If you feel there is a 
problem or concern, follow through with it. 
We also work with children that are already 
participating in therapy through the school 
system or with Whole Child Manatee, we 
will do second opinions - we truly want 
what’s best for each individual child.”

For more information, to schedule an appointment or for a tour, please call 
the Outpatient Pediatric Therapy Services at Manatee Memorial Hospital at 
(941) 745-7533. They are open 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.,  Monday -Thursday and 
7 a.m. – noon on Fridays.
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Childcare Provider Directory
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Boys And Girls Club at Harllee Middle 
6423 9th Street East 
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-751-7027

Boys And Girls Club at Lincoln Memorial Middle 
305 17th Street East
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-721-6840

Boys And Girls Club at Oneco Elementary
5214 22nd Street Court East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-751-7018

Boys And Girls Club at Orange Ridge-Bullock Elementary
400 30th Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-741-3325

Boys And Girls Club Palmetto
1600 10th Street West
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-722-1268

Boys And Girls Club at Rodgers Garden-Bullock Elementary
515 13th Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-209-7540

Boys And Girls Club at Southeast High 
1200 37th Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-741-3366

Bradenton Christian School West
1305 43rd Street West
Bradenton, FL 34209
941-404-4491

Bradenton Early Learning Academy
7700 Cortez Road West
Bradenton, FL 34210
941-216-3305

Bright Beginnings Academy
614 10th Street West
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-479-7910

Bright Futures Daycare & Preschool, LLC
1617 26th Street West
Bradenton, FL  34205
941-251-5436

Capokids Martial Arts Preschool
11534 Palmbrush Trail
Bradenton, FL 34202
941-922-4520

Centers For Success, Inc.
7727 17th Street Court East
Tallevast, FL 34270
941-822-8952

A Child's Galaxy Preschool
4417 20th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34207
941-755-6302

A Growing Start Childcare Center, LLC
525 3rd Street East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-896-9750

A Little Schoolhouse Christian Academy
11740 U.S Highway 301 North
Parrish, FL 34219
941-776-1973

A Plus Growing Academy
800 10th Avenue West
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-722-0797

A Readiness Learning Academy
9045 59th Avenue Circle East
Bradenton, FL 34202
941-727-9354

A Readiness Learning Academy 2
6130 SR 70 East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-752-4927

Adventures In Learning
712 61st Street East
Palmetto, FL 34221 
941-722-1816

All Gods Children Preschool
11107 Palmbrush Trail
Bradenton, FL 34202
941-739-2776

Anna Maria Island Community Center
407 Magnolia Avenue
Anna Maria, FL 34216
941-778-1908

Bella Rose Learning Center
708 32nd Avenue East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-749-2800

Bible Baptist Church Academy
1750 6th Avenue West
Unit 101
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-479-4958

Boys And Girls Club DeSoto
5231 34th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34210
941-758-3828

Boys And Girls Club at Daughtrey Elementary
515 63rd Avenue East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-751-7023
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The Early Learning Coalition of Manatee County (ELC) 
has debuted a new research-based program this year 
which helps prepare parents to succeed in their role as 

their child’s first and most important teacher. Play and Learning 
Strategies, also known as “PALS”, is a preventive intervention 
program that strengthens the bond between parent and child and 
stimulates early language, cognitive, and social development.

Sharon Hansen, PALS Program Specialist, says: “The goal of 
the program is to prepare children to be successful in school – 
so that means working on social-emotional, literacy, language, 
and problem-solving skills – all those things that go into a child’s 
success. But PALS also improves the parent-child bond.”

PALS was created by the Children’s Learning Institute in Houston, 
Texas. The program was developed to facilitate parents' mastery 
of specific skills for interacting with their infants and toddlers 
that lead to better child outcomes, particularly in children from 
families with limited resources.

Kerry Gaylord, Director of Child Development, adds: “It truly is 
supporting the parent as the child’s first teacher at home – which 
is part of our mission at the Early Learning Coalition. It’s giving 
them all the tools to be successful so that, in turn, the child is 
ready for school.”

During program implementation, trained PALS coaches from 
the ELC meet with parents, providing in-home early childhood 
education services that empower parents to successfully support 
their child’s development. This results in a strengthened parent-
child bond and a strong foundation for learning for the child.

The ELC has two PALS Infant & Toddler Coaches – Ana Camera 
and Doris Papa. According to Sharon Hansen: “The word ‘coach’ 
is a purposeful choice for their titles. They’re giving tips, they’re 
practicing the lesson skills with them, and the parents go out and 
do it while the coaches are cheering them on from the side. PALS 
is very much about coaching the parent to nurture the parent-
child relationship. The Children’s Learning Institute recognizes 
the need for a trusting relationship with the coach, in addition to 
the lessons in the curriculum.

”There are two versions of the PALS program, based on the 
child’s age. PALS I is designed for children four to 15 months. 
Weekly sessions are provided on topics related to early childhood 
including understanding children’s signals, responsiveness, 
reading with infants, and daily routines. PALS II is designed for 
children 18 to 48 months.

The PALS II weekly sessions expand on PALS I topics, while 
incorporating additional sessions related to the toddler’s 
increased independence and limit-testing behaviors. Throughout 
the program, there is also an emphasis on educating parents 
about typical behaviors to expect from children at different ages.

To track the success of the program and monitor individual 
outcomes, the ELC Coaches administer pre- and post-curriculum 
assessments to the participants including the ASQ (Ages & 

PARENTING WITH

WORDS & PICTURES: Jessica Schubick
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Stages Questionnaire) and the PICCOLO (Parenting Interactions 
with Children: Checklist of Observations Linked to Outcomes).

Kerry Gaylord explains: “The PALS program has all of the 
sessions and topics built into the curriculum, but we added the 
ASQ screening so that we can monitor the child’s development, 
and we also added the PICCOLO so that we can get information 
on parenting behaviors since the program’s goals are really 
to improve the parent’s skills. For example, the PICCOLO                    
pre-curriculum assessments have demonstrated that our parents 
have good affection skills but are often lacking in the teaching 
skills. This helps our coaches know what to focus on.”

Sharon Hansen points out that the PALS program doesn’t end with 
the primary program participant: “Another piece of PALS that is 
very powerful – there are two review sessions in which the parent 
we’ve been working with teaches the session to another family 
member. We believe that If you can teach it, you really know how 
to do it. Plus, we’re expanding who’s familiar with the concepts.”

Kerry Gaylord explained: “In the review session we ask: ‘Who 
would you like to invite? Is it your husband, your boyfriend, 
your mother, your sister? Whoever lives there with the child and 
spends a lot of time with them. Everything we’ve discussed, 
you’re now going to share this with them.’ The PALS participant 
demonstrates that they really know these skills and the other 
person who spends a significant amount of time with the child 
is now on the same page as the parent.’”

Asked what she hopes parents take away from their PALS 
training, Sharon Hansen says: “Our hope is that the parents 
who have gone through this program are more purposeful 
with responsive parenting. We hope the parent-child bond is 
strengthened and that, ultimately, when the child goes to school, 
the parents are comfortable advocating for their child and being 
part of the team with the school.”

The program is open to families in Manatee County with children 
ages four months to 48 months. There is no charge for services. 
Spaces are limited; low-income and at-risk families are prioritized. 

PALS-INSPIRED PARENTING TIPS:

• Observe your child to learn their signals.
• Try to understand what they are attempting to communicate
 with their signals.
• Respond to their signals in a positive way.
• Talk to your child frequently to help improve their language skills.
• Use everyday activities and routines to interact with your child. 
 For example, include your child when you fold laundry – talk 
 about the colors and shapes of the fabrics.

For more information on this exciting new program in your community, call (941) 757-2900 
ext. 245, or email a PALS Program Specialist at PALS@elc-manatee.org today!
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Many families will be on the road during the summer break 
visiting relatives or enjoying time off from school and 
work. On these adventures, it is important to remember 

that language learning goes beyond the four walls of a classroom 
or a therapy room.

Whether by trains, planes, or automobiles, family vacations are 
a great way to generalize language skills to new environments. 
Travel also bonds families together, raises cultural awareness, 
teaches organization and problem-solving skills, and is just a 
whole lot of fun!

Here are some ways to make a summer vacation not only 
enjoyable, but a learning experience for a child who is developing 
language or has a language delay.

Involve your child in the preparation. There is a lot to do before 
a big trip. Have your child work on following directions while 
packing and preparing.

Involve your child in the planning. You can target social 
conversation by talking about preferences with your plan. (“Do 
you like to go hiking or kayaking?” “I like hiking better because…”)

Talk, talk, and then talk some more! Describe everything 
around you, whether it is the city skyline, the cars on the road, 
or observations at the beach. By describing your environment, 
you are providing a language model for your child that helps 
develop sentence structure and vocabulary. To target social 
conversation, discuss feelings as your family moves through its 
adventure. (e.g. “I was really excited to see my cousins,” or “I 
did not like the tour because my feet were tired.”)

Sequence events. Before your start your endeavor, go over 
the sequence of events to expect. For example, when going 
to the airport, review the steps. You can also sequence your 

A Summer of 
Discovery!
WORDS: Jennifer Colombo, M.S., CCC-SLP
                Speech Language Pathologist

Jennifer Colombo, M.S., CCC-SLP
Owner of Therapeutic Potentials, Inc.

www.TPIKids.com

itinerary (e.g. “First we are going to the Hoover Dam, then the 
Grand Canyon, etc...) Sequencing not only aides in executive 
functioning and story comprehension, it can also help children 
who struggle with transitions to feel comfortable with a plan. Use 
pictures to help visualize the steps if needed.

Write about the experience.  After the day is done, work on writing 
and memory skills by logging events in a journal. The child can 
write about some of the items he/she saw, or a favorite part of the 
adventure. For struggling writers, encourage drawing pictures or 
provide a word bank of key words to use to make it more enjoyable.

Make it a sensory experience. There are many sights, sounds, 
smells, tastes, and textures in this world to explore. Children learn 
through their senses, so make sure to give them opportunities 
to immerse themselves in your trip, such as touching a sting ray 
in an aquarium, tasting a new dish, or listening to the animals 
in the forest. Be sure to have a discussion with your child about 
what he/ she experienced.

Apply it to what your child has already learned in school this 
year. Use travel as another instructional tool. Museums are great 
places to learn history. Zoos, aquariums, 
and botanical gardens are great places 
to learn biology.

Have a great time discovering new 
lands and new communication skills this 
summer!



Children's Nest of Manatee, Inc.
5051 26th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34207
941-753-9024

Community Christian School
5500 18th Street East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-756-8748

Core Early Education And Learning
605 13th Avenue West
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-729-9069

Countryside Academy For Children
5807 18th Avenue East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-747-3044

Creative Kids Connection
408 75th Street Northwest
Bradenton, FL 34209
941-794-8687

DC's Child Care Center 
5105 26th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-746-6090

Doodle Bugs! Children's Learning Academy
11015 Passage Drive
Bradenton, FL 34211 
(941) 757-0330

Dougherty Family Day Care Home 
607 65th Avenue Drive West
Bradenton, FL 34207
941-758-1384

Drake Family Day Care Home 
4215 Fairfax Drive East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-807-9506

Drama Kids International
Multiple locations in Sarasota & Bradenton
941-922-8121

Easter Seals of Southwest Florida
350 Braden Avenue
Sarasota, FL 34243
941-355-7637

Education Time
5165 33rd Street East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-753-7332

Ellen Meade Studios, Inc.
1323 63rd Avenue East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-755-1757

Ellenton United Methodist Preschool
3607 US Highway 301 North
Ellenton, FL 34222
941-722-2318

Faith Preschool of Faith UCC
4850 SR 64 East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-746-7895

Family Life Community School
3301 Moccasin Wallow Road
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-792-7911

First For Kids Children's Christian Center
603 11th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-748-0824

Foundation For Dreams
16110 Dream Oaks Place
Bradenton, FL 34212
941-746-5659

Free To Grow Academy
915 14th Street East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-773-5062

Future Leaders Large Family Childcare Home
1018 35th Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-746-6305

Growing Hands Learning Center
5743 69th Street East
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-845-4873

Happy Cubs
6207 21st Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34209
941-798-6173

Happy Go Lucky
1606 55th Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34207
941-752-4608

Hawkins, Vanessa Family Day Care Home
439 47th Street West
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-405-2405

House of JBaby's Childcare
5304 7th Street East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-226-1967

Imagine Charter School at North Manatee
9275 49th Avenue East
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-981-5345
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In The Beginning Learning Center
5503 12th Street East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-567-6106

It's A Small World, Inc. Daycare & Preschool
900 3rd Street East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-405-4532

Johnson Family Day Care Home
2403 Lehigh Avenue
Bradenton, FL 34207
941-242-1831

Joy Learning & Development Academy
2515 37th Street East
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-721-0684

Jump Start Preschool of the Arts
11005 Passage Drive
Bradenton, FL 34211
941-747-8900

Kiddie Academy of Lakewood Ranch
4225 Concept Court
Bradenton, FL 34211
941-727-9072

Kids Academy Plus 57th
1415 57th Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34207
941-727-1841

Kids Academy Plus 38th
5415 38th Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34209
941-792-3678

Kids Academy Plus HL
4635 26th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34207
941-524-1045

Kids Club Child Development & Education Center
3700 26th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-751-4182

Kids On The Rock
1401 14th Avenue West
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-729-4567

Kids R Kids 4 Florida
11520 Palmbrush Trail
Lakewood Ranch, FL 34202
941-727-9990

Kidz Learning Steps
1425 10th Avenue East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-538-0231

Kidzone Preschool
116 27th Avenue East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-746-2727

La Petite Academy 37th 
4301 37th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-756-5227

La Petite Academy SR 70
6919 53rd Avenue East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-753-2336

La Petite Academy Vintage Road
4507 Vintage Drive
Sarasota, FL 34243
941-355-7677

Lake Manatee Childcare
25916 State Road 64 East
Myakka City, FL 34251
941-322-0330

Lane, Barbara Family Day Care Home
602 31st Avenue East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-746-1774

Laugh N Learn Academy LLC
5233 4th Avenue Circle East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-405-4998

Learning Unlimited
6210 17th Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34209
941-794-5838

Learning With Love
2712 47th Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34207
941-751-4989

Let's Learn Early Childhood Center
2118 1st Street West
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-567-4279

Lil' Angels Daycare Inc.
1415 7th Avenue East
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-729-0442

Little Einstein's Academy
3631 Tallevast Road
Bradenton, FL 34243
941-894-6505

Little People's Place
374 Scott Avenue
Sarasota, FL 34243
941-355-8741
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Love Comes First Preschool & Child Care Center
8630 SR 70 East
Bradenton, FL 34202
941-755-7800

Loving Hands Daycare
1204 60th Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34207
941-755-6306

Manatee United Methodist Preschool
315 15th Street East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-750-6739

Mini Me Kids Daycare
1902 26th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-254-4940

Mini Me Kids Learning Center, LLC
3005 26th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-254-4940

Morgan Family Day Care Home
2809 8th Street Court West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-745-2401

My First Steps of Bradenton, Inc.
3815 26th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-727-5511

Myakka Early Learning Center, Inc.
37190 Singletary Road
Myakka City, FL 34251
941-322-2605

Nana's Preschool Center
1716 53rd Avenue East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-666-8558

Our Kids West
2425 38th Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-752-1715

Palma Sola Early Learning Academy
7315 1st Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34209
941-795-0788

Palmetto Youth Center
501 17th Street West
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-722-0783

Pathways To Learning LLC
1300 Manatee Avenue East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-896-8804

Pathways To Learning 15th
1050 15th Street East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-896-8802

Plasencia, Teresa
Rayitos De Sol Daycare Home
1019 61st Avenue Drive East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-580-4347

Precious Jewels Academy
2700 Leon Avenue
Sarasota, FL  34234
941-360-1122

Primary Prepatory of Bradenton
2506 12th Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-746-4816

Primrose School Lakewood Ranch Town Center
9127 Town Center Parkway
Bradenton, FL 34202
941-373-6363

Puppy Patch Preschool
1116 35th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-748-6648

Reaching For The Stars Academy
2239 14th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-748-3901

Sandman Preschool And Academy
924 Wilmerling Avenue
Sarasota, FL 34243
941-755-2591

School District of Manatee County 
Professional Support Center
2501 63rd Avenue East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-751-6550

School For Constructive Play, Inc.
302 Pine Avenue
Anna Maria, FL 34216
941-778-2210

Smarty Pants Preschool 2
904 43rd Street West
Bradenton, FL 34209
941-896-4796

Smarty Pants Preschool LLC
832 62nd Street Circle East
Suite 101
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-747-7710
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Many people know that the Early Learning Coalition of 
Manatee County (ELC) provides families and caregivers 
with free resources to identify and select quality early 

learning programs in our area – a program referred to as “Child 
Care Resource and Referral” or “CCR&R.” But did you know that 
CCR&R staff can also provide families with detailed information 
about local community resources, financial assistance options, 
and how they can engage in their child’s education and learning?

The Florida Office of Early Learning works at the state level 
and partners with 30 regional early learning coalitions to help 
families connect with valuable state and community resources. 
Every family in Florida – or moving to Florida – has access to free 
and personalized CCR&R services at their local early learning 
coalition. In addition to assisting families with locating child care 
specific to their needs, each local CCR&R team works with child 
care providers and community resource partners.

Families looking for guidance and support in the child care 
selection process can request a customized list of local child 
care options from trained CCR&R specialists. They will also find 
information about identifying and selecting quality child care and 
early learning programs.

Andrea Drlicka, Director of Family Services at the ELC of Manatee 
County, says: “Finding high quality child care is an important 
– and sometimes difficult – parental responsibility. The ELC’s 
CCR&R staff is available to help select an early learning program 
that best meets every family’s needs.” 

Additionally, CCR&R staff can assist families in determining if 
they may be eligible for School Readiness assistance. School 
Readiness provides funding to eligible families to assist them in 
obtaining affordable, high quality child care. Children in Manatee 
County may be eligible for School Readiness assistance from 
birth through age 12 if their family meets income eligibility 
requirements and the following criteria:

• Parents or guardians that receive cash assistance for the family 
 or for the relative children
• Children under protective services or in foster care – regardless 
 of income
• Families receiving assistance through Salvation Army, HOPE, 
 Community Haven, Easter Seals, or Manatee Children’s Services 
 Kinship Program
• Children living in a low-income family where parent/guardian 
 works or attends school at least 20 hours per week

CCR&R staff may refer families to child care providers that offer 
a sliding scale for fees and to other programs that may provide 
financial assistance for child care costs, as well.

Families can also talk with CCR&R staff about local resources 
that may be available to assist in meeting their child’s basic 
needs. Staff may provide referrals to assistance programs in 
the community for housing, food, clothing, and utilities. They 
can share resources that support the needs of military families 
and offer assistance to foster families and homeless families.

CCR&R staff can even provide information about parenting 
resources, classes, and other agencies that support families’ 
wellbeing. They can connect families to specialists and resources 
for identifying and supporting children with special needs both 
within the ELC and in the community. CCR&R staff can also assist 
families with the voluntary prekindergarten application process.

The ELC’s Family Services team – which oversees the CCR&R 
program, along with the School Readiness and VPK programs 
– participates in multiple community outreach events each year 

CCR&R:
SUPPORTING MANATEE FAMILIES…
WORDS: Jessica Schubick

Andrea Drlicka, Director of Family Services
Child Care Resource and Referral Coordinator
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to educate the public about the services the ELC provides and 
to distribute free books to children. These events include:

• DeSoto Children’s Parade & Party in the Park
• Manatee County Fair
• Manatee County Sheriff’s Office National Night Out
• Manatee YMCA’s Healthy Kids Day
• Lakewood Ranch BooFest
• Holidays Around the Ranch
• Bradenton Kiwanis Club’s Christmas in August
• School District of Manatee County Literacy Nights
• Various Back to School events

The ELC of Manatee County is located in Palmetto, right next 
door to Palmetto City Hall. Customized, confidential child care 
search results and other CCR&R services may be requested 
by calling the ELC at (941) 757-2900 ext. 210, or by visiting 
the ELC office (600 8th Avenue West, Palmetto, FL 34221.) 
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Smiling Faces Academy, Inc.
5302 1st Street East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-756-1234

Smiling Faces Junior Academy, Inc.
1720 11th Street West 
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-747-3925

Sprouts Child Development Center
14305 Covenant Way
Bradenton, FL 34202
941-907-7333

Stars of Love Childcare 1, LLC
404 60th Avenue Drive East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-739-7779

Step Up Suncoast 
Rise & Shine Early Learning Morton Clark
1707 15th Street East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-750-6667

Step Up Suncoast 
Rise & Shine Early Learning Palmetto
1315 2nd Avenue West
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-750-6667

Step Up Suncoast 
Rise & Shine Early Learning Palm View Elementary
6025 Bayshore Road
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-750-6667

Step Up Suncoast 
Rise & Shine Early Learning Parkland
6432 Parkland Drive
Sarasota, FL 34243
941-750-6667

Step Up Suncoast 
Rise & Shine Early Learning Pine Village
1103 56th Avenue Drive East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-750-6667

Step Up Suncoast 
Rise & Shine Early Learning West Bradenton
2531 9th Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-750-6667

Suenos Magicos Home Day Care
2206 41st Street Court West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-666-8150

Sunny Daze Preschool East
9922 SR 64 East
Bradenton, FL 34212
941-750-0042
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Childcare Resource & Referral
(941) 757-2910

Sunshine Academy & Daycare
2520 43rd Street West
Bradenton, FL 34209
941-794-3143

Sunshine's School of Fish
5715 26th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34207
941-580-4954

The Goddard School
14534 Arbor Green Trail
Lakewood Ranch, FL 34202
941-752-6600

The Learning Experience Lakewood Ranch
14425 Arbor Green Trail
Bradenton, FL 34202
941-251-4046

The Myakka City Community Center
10070 Wauchula Road
Myakka City, FL 34251
941-322-8114

Thompson Academy LLC
1212 43rd Street West
Bradenton, FL 34209
941-748-2162

Tiny Tots University
930 9th Street Drive West
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-723-9072

TLC Day Care Center
3407 17th Street Court East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-748-4799

Toad Hall Children's Center of Bradenton
4004 8th Avenue Drive West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-746-3951

Toddler's Ark FCCH
711 36th Avenue East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-879-2407

Toddler's Inn Child Care Center
2611 9th Street East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-746-4631

Toddlers Learning & Growing Academy LLC
1017 5th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-281-2523

Tree Of Life Preschool
2200 26th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-747-1756

Trinity Children's Center
3200 Manatee Avenue East
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-748-8608

Wee Care Christian Academy
10540 Hamilton Way
Myakka City, FL 34251
941-322-6409

Woodland Early Childhood Center
9607 SR 70 East
Bradenton FL, 34202 
941-753-8588 

Wright, May Dixon FCCH
Learning and Caring 
1016 31st Street East 
Palmetto FL 34221 
941-721-0232 

YMCA Manatee Family
3805 59th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34209
941-798-9622
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It’s never too early — or too late — to plan for the financial future of your family or business.

Jodi D. Allen 
Vice President, Business Banking 
941.757.4561 | jodi.allen@bmo.com

Mandy Quinones 
Branch Manager, Retail Banking 
941.723.6933 | mandy.quinones@bmo.com

Investing in our youth  
is not merely our responsibility. 
It is our privilege.

BMO Harris Bank® is a trade name used by BMO Harris Bank N.A. Member FDIC. bmoharris.com

Building landmarks for every generation.

willissmith.com941.366.3116
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DISCIPLINE / BELIEF / COMMUNICATION / RESPECT / SELF ESTEEM / HONESTY

Train
Best!

to be
your

TriumphATA.com
941.727.2883

Serving:
DeSoto County
Manatee County
Sarasota County

211 is a free 24/7 confidential helpline that connects you to the help, 
support and information you are looking for, like: 

• Food & Housing 
• Youth Programs  
• Physical & Mental Health Services 
• Job Search & Training Assistance 
• Disaster Services including intermediate & long-term recovery assistance 

from Hurricanes Irma & Maria
211 es una línea de ayuda confidencial disponible 24/7, que lo conecta a 
la ayuda e información que está buscando:

• Alimentación y Alojamiento
• Programas para Jóvenes
• Servicios de Salud Física y Mental
• Búsqueada de Empleo y Capacitación Laboral
• Servicios de Desastre incluyendo la asistencia de recuperación a mediano y 

largo plazo de los huracanes Irma y María

¿NECESITA  AYUDA?  LLAMA  AL

CALL 211
Simply dial 211 to connect

TEXT 211
Text your zip code to 898-211

CHAT or SEARCH 
FOR SERVICES ONLINE

211suncoastcares.org 

3
LLAME AL 211
Marque 211 para conectarse

TEXTEE
Textea su código postal 
al 898-211

CHATEE EN LINEA o
BUSQUE SERVICIOS EN LA WEB
211suncoastcares.org 

WAYS TO
CONNECT

FORMAS DE
CONECTARSE
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Barbara Patten
CEO, Step Up Suncoast
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STEP UP
SUNCOAST!
Empowering Manatee County 
For More Than 50 Years…

WORDS: Amy Bell
PICTURES: Whitney Patton

For more than 50 years, Step Up Suncoast has served the 
communities of Manatee, Hardee, and Desoto counties. 
The agency was first incorporated in 1968 as a Community 

Action Agency (CAA) under the name Manatee Opportunity 
Council. CAA’s are grassroots agencies originally founded 
under the 1964 Economic Opportunity Act to fight poverty by 
empowering the poor. There are approximately 1,000 CAA 
organizations across the U.S.

Today, CAAs like Step Up Suncoast work to promote self-
sufficiency among low-income families to reduce poverty in its 
community. These agencies work to focus available local, state, 
federal, and private resources and help low-income individuals 
and families acquire useful skills and knowledge, gain access 
to new opportunities, and achieve economic self-sufficiency.

In 2007, the Manatee Opportunity Council organization changed 
its name to Manatee Community Action Agency (MCAA). Last 
year, in celebration of 50 years of service, MCAA rebranded as 
Step Up Suncoast.

“The new name represents not only the long-term commitment 
of ‘stepping up’ to help our low-income families move towards 
economic self-sufficiency, but also our desire to have 
the community as a whole ‘step up’ with us to make real 
change in fighting poverty,” explains Barbara Patten, CEO of 
Step Up Suncoast. 

Today, Step Up Suncoast offers programs in Manatee, Hardee, 
DeSoto, Sarasota, and Charlotte counties. “Our mission is 
straight forward,” says Patten. “Empowering people toward 
self-sufficiency through education, support services, and 
community partnerships.”

A Leg Up for Manatee
To accomplish its mission, Step Up Suncoast offers a wide range 
of programs throughout Manatee and surrounding counties. 

“Our overarching goal is to assist families in becoming 
economically self-sustaining,” Patten emphasizes. “Many of 
our programs address this goal on the front end by providing 
services to young children that will help ensure school success.”

Here are just a handful of programs Step Up Suncoast offers:

• Head Start and Early Head Start at Rise and Shine 
Early Learning: These programs provide early childhood 
education and family engagement services focused on 
closing the achievement gap for children throughout 
Manatee County. At six Rise and Shine Early Learning 
centers, Step Up Suncoast offers comprehensive childhood 
development programs serving children from birth to five 
years of age.

• Healthy Families Manatee: This home visiting program 
focuses on parenting skills, developmental milestones, 
discipline, and goal setting. Healthy Families staff helps 
monitor the child’s development as well as provide activities 
to increase their skills. 

• Parents as Teachers (PAT): The PAT program provides 
support for families through home visits, group events, 
a variety of health and developmental screenings and a 
network of community resources. 

• Home School Instruction for Parents of Preschool 
Youngsters (HIPPY): This parent involvement, school 
readiness program helps parents prepare their children 
(ages 3, 4 and 5) for success in school. 

• Teaching our Toddlers (TOTS): The TOTS program 
provides parents of young children with information 
and resources to support early learning. “The everyday 
experiences of a child in the first three years have a direct 
impact on overall development,” says Patten. “It is at this 
time in life when most learning occurs and when 85 percent 
of the brain structure is developed.”



• CATCH: This program provides speech and language 
screening for children from 30 months through five years 
old. Parents receive the screening results as well as referrals 
for further evaluation and therapy if the screening identifies 
a possible concern. 

• Whole Child Manatee: This community service is designed 
to work with families with children under 18. Using a 
computerized Whole Child Profile, families identify their 
individual needs and receive information about community 
services and programs that may be helpful.

• Family Self-Sufficiency Program: This program was 
created to empower, support and guide families towards 
economic independence. Families receive help in assessing 
their needs, setting goals, mentoring and discovering 
employment pathways.

• Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program 
(LIHEAP): LIHEAP provides assistance to families and 
individuals who spend a high proportion of their household 
income on utility bills. 

• Season of Sharing (SOS): SOS helps Manatee County 
families on the verge of homelessness to stay in their homes. 
Funds may be used for rent or mortgage, utility bills, child 
care, transportation, work tools or other crucial expenses.

In addition to its array of programs, Step Up Suncoast also holds 
a fundraising luncheon each year. This year, the annual Step Up 
to the Plate event will be held on Wednesday, October 16 at The 
Grove in Lakewood Ranch from 11:30 am to 1 pm. “Guests will 
hear from staff, board members and clients on agency services, 
changes, and improvements in programming, and how it all works 
together to affect change in the lives of those we serve,” explains Jill 
Gass, Director of Development with Step Up Suncoast. “It will be a 
great day celebrating the success of 51 years in our community.”

Making an Impact
As CEO of Step Up Suncoast, Patten says her job is extremely 
gratifying. “Being part of an organization that takes a strategic, 
holistic approach in helping low income families move into 
permanent self-sustainability is the most rewarding part of 

working at Step Up Suncoast,” she says. “This can change the 
life course of a family for generations to come. That’s a wonderful 
legacy to be a part of.”

However, she says the absolute best part of working at Step Up 
Suncoast is hearing the individual success stories. “Hearing 
feedback from the school district that teachers can ‘pick out’ our 
kids because they are so well prepared for school,” she says. 
“Or hearing that a Family Self-Sufficiency graduate is working 
in a career that pays well above the living wage - and that she 
and her family have moved to a house with a bedroom for each 
child in safe neighborhood. Or hearing that with the help of our 
HUD housing counselor, a senior citizen has gotten a modified 
mortgage and can now afford to stay in her home.”

Patten says these amazing success stories would not be possible 
without Step Up Suncoast’s dedicated staff. “Step Up Suncoast 
has an incredible team of employees,” she says. “They are a 
unique group of individuals who care deeply for both the mission 
and the families they serve. They are creative problem solvers, 
patient mentors, and passionate motivators.”

Step Up & Get Involved
If you and your family want to step up for Manatee County, Gass 
says there are many different ways to get involved with the agency.

“You can volunteer in one of our preschool classrooms or help 
assemble curriculum packets for home visiting programs,” she 
suggests. “Process tax returns for residents or clean, paint, and 
tidy classrooms over breaks.”

And the list goes on and on: Invite Step Up Suncoast to speak 
at your social or civic organization meeting, collect food or 
household supplies at your school or office, attend the annual 
Step Up Suncoast fundraising luncheon in October, or donate. 
The options are endless - and no matter how you choose to get 
involved with Step Up Suncoast, you’ll feel good knowing you’re 
making a major difference in your community. 

• For more information about this awesome agency, 
visit StepUpSuncoast.org. 

Colin Boyle, Albertha Williams, Barbara Patten, Jill Gass, Susan Gilbert and Amy Tittle.



VOLUNTEERS NEEDED !
MEALS ON WHEELS PLUS NEEDS YOU!

Home-Delivered Meals
With your help, we can continue to deliver 750 meals 
on 55 routes daily while providing critical safety 
checks to isolated seniors in Manatee County.  

Assist at The Food Bank of Manatee
Host a community food drive and then come sort the 
food at The Food Bank of Manatee! Every donated item 
must be hand inspected for quality by volunteers like 
you!  Register to volunteer today! 

Parents, this summer, teach your kids the 
importance of volunteering by bringing them to 
deliver meals to home-bound seniors or host a 
food drive for The Food Bank of Manatee!

OF MANATEE

www.MealsOnWheelsPLUS.org | www.FoodBankOfManatee.org
(941) 747-4655 | (941) 747-FOOD (3663)

2 HOURS CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

 2 Hands

+ 2 Hours

 4 Our 
Community

Text FEEDMANATEE to 243725 to Donate
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Extraordinary
Educator

WORDS: Amy Bell
PICTURES: Whitney Patton

As the Director of Woodland Early 
Childhood Center (WECC) and 
Dunn Preparatory Academy, 

Jennifer Passmore’s job is no walk in the 
park. Yet, even after 20 years at WECC, 
this passionate education maven finds 
her role extremely rewarding. 

“The thing that first attracted me to WECC 
was the freedom to go to extraordinary 
means to meet the needs of children,” 
Passmore recalls. “The staff was willing 
and eager to learn new techniques, and 
it has been a lot of fun watching them 
grow.” Above all else, Passmore says she 
enjoys observing the end result: “Seeing 
children happy and learning.” 

Ministries on a Mission
WECC is a weekday preschool located on 
the Woodland Community Church campus 
in East Bradenton. This first-rate preschool 
has been serving Manatee County families 
with a safe, loving, and rich learning 
environment for more than two decades. 
A recognized leader in early childhood 
education, WECC is fully accredited by 
the National Council for Private School 
Accreditation and Florida Association of 
Christian Colleges and Schools.

“The overall mission of all the ministries 
of Woodland Community Church is 
to meet the needs of people in the 
community and share God’s love with 
them,” says Passmore. “The Woodland 
Early Childhood Center was established 
many years ago because, at the time, 
there were no daycares or preschools out 
east past the interstate.”

More recently, WECC joined with the 
Brad Dunn Foundation to create a 
private elementary school that provides 
personalized education for individual 
children. The Brad Dunn Foundation 
is committed to making sure that all 
children are successful by teaching to 
the individual. The Foundation made 
a significant investment in classroom 
materials, technology, curriculum 
materials, and classroom furniture, as 
well as teacher training and funds to 
attract exceptional educators. Also based 
at the Woodland Community Church 
campus, Dunn Preparatory Academy 
currently offers kindergarten through 5th 
grade classes.

“We established Dunn Preparatory as an 
alternative to public school and the move 
towards common core,” Passmore says. 

She adds that they do not necessarily 
have a problem with the “core,” as it is 
almost identical to the Sunshine State 
Standards that were in place before the 
move to common core. 

“Our issue is with the word ‘common’ 
and the push to have all children working 
on the same standards at the same 
time,” she explains. “It is unrealistic and 
completely dismissive of everything 
we know about the brain and how kids 
learn to expect that they will all be at 
the same place at the same time. So, 
we offer an alternative to the “common” 
in common core. We also of fer an 
alternative to the way that reading is 
taught. We use the Orton-Gillingham 
method of instruction.”

According to years of research, in addition 
to the Dunns’ personal experience, the 
Orton-Gillingham approach to education 
is highly effective. Including explicit 
instruction and multisensory activities, 
this teaching approach is designed to 
meet the individual learning style of each 
child. “It is a multisensory approach that is 
explicit in teaching the rules of language,” 
Passmore describes. 

Jennifer Passmore goes the extra mile for local students
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At Dunn Preparatory, the administration 
and staff believe learning is a “profoundly 
unique experience,” which means 
each child should be given instruction 
and opportunities to observe, discern 
and discover that fit their individual 
learning style. Because learning is 
individual, the academy says assessment 
of learning must also be individual. 
The academy follows a “whole child 
approach” to assessment, including 
formal standardized testing as well as 
portfolio and practical application to 
assess achievement. 

Dunn Prep fo l lows the Manatee 
County school calendar and maintains 
an affordable yet appropriate tuition 
structure. More than 97 percent of 
Dunn Prep families receive some 
sort of scholarship funds, and the 
academy accepts Mckay, Step Up For 
Students and PLSA state-sponsored 
scholarships. 

Outside of the Box
Born and raised in Florida, Passmore has 
lived in Bradenton for the last 22 years. 
Before she joined WECC, Passmore 
taught in Manatee County public schools 
for 10 years. “I was a 5th grade teacher 
at Braden River Elementary and then 
a Reading Coach for Manatee County 
schools,” she explains. 

In addition to her current role at WECC 
and Dunn Preparatory, Passmore also 
sits on the Early Learning Coalition (ELC) 
Board. “I love being on the Board,” she 
enthuses. “I am drawn to out of the box 
thinking and solutions, and Paul Sharff, 
the CEO at the Coalition, has led us to try 
many innovative ideas and programs that 
have brought real change to the children 
in Manatee County.”

For instance, she says they implemented 
a pre-reading program with a “coaching” 

model similar to the reading coaches in 
public schools. “It is an Orton-Gillingham 
based program and has had outstanding 
results,” she adds. According to Passmore, 
these innovations are what inspire her to 
stay on the Board. “It is a lot of time and 
effort to be on the Board, but when you see 
real change in the community and the lives 
of children, it is highly motivating.”

Even when she’s not working, Passmore 
constantly has education on the brain. 
“I can really geek out over the latest 
brain research and what is happening in 
neuroscience related to education,” she 
says. “I am going to Yale with a team from 
our school to become a part of a new 
program that the Yale University Institute 
for Emotional Intelligence is offering in 
March. I am really looking forward to that.”

Considering her level of commitment 
and passion, it’s obvious that Jennifer 
Passmore has a real mind and heart 
for education.

• For more information about Dunn Preparatory Academy, visit www.gowecc.com/dunn.
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 TRIBUTE TO

SUNDAY, MAY 19, 2019

FEATURING
Local Bands & Choir Groups • Floats

from Local Businesses
Food & Drink • Kids Zone

Dogs on Leash Welcome •  No coolers

SPONSORSHIP & PARADE ENTRIES
Contact: info@lwrca.org or

Register Online: www.lwrca.org
All Proceeds Benefit Local Veterans

Group & Organizations

LWRTributetoheroes.org
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WIN FOUR TICKETS TO 
KENNEDY SPACE CENTER

One of Florida’s most popular destinations, Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex tells the 
epic story of the U.S. space program – from the first day through the present. 

And, courtesy of NEXTGEN Family Magazine, you can enjoy an amazing day out for FOUR at 
one of the world’s most famous attractions.

The 70-acre arena, a gateway to a working space center, takes visitors on a journey that’s 
both entertaining and educational, interactive and inspirational. 

There are thousands of exciting things to explore. Visitors can stand nose-to-nose with the 
real Space Shuttle Atlantis and witness an actual rocket launch in person. Astronaut Encounter 
gives you the opportunity to meet a veteran astronaut in real life. The Apollo/Saturn V 
Center features an actual Saturn V moon rocket. There’s much more: 3D IMAX® space films, 
Exploration Space®: Explorers Wanted and many other interactive exhibits. 

Only 45 minutes from Orlando, Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex opens daily at 9 a.m. 
with closing times varying by season

The contest is open to children in K thru 5th grade with one lucky winner being selected.

To win this fantastic prize, simply tell us who was the first American to walk on the 
moon?

Entries must be emailed by April 17th to competitions@nextgenmagazine.org

They can also mailed or handed in to the Early Learning Coalition of Manatee County 
office at 600 8th Avenue West, Suite 100, Palmetto, FL, 34221.

Please mark them for the attention of KENNEDY Contest, NEXTGEN magazine.

Normal competition rules apply. Editor’s decision is final.



71

®

Mosaic congratulates the 4-H and FFA students who worked diligently to make the Manatee 
County Fair’s Youth Livestock Show a success. We also salute the community members and 
businesses that continue to support youth agriculture annually.

This year, Mosaic donated more than 5,925 pounds of meat from the livestock sale to various 
community partners including Manatee 4H Foundation, Meals On Wheels PLUS of Manatee, 
Giving Alliance of Myakka City, Mighty 4Hers of Duette and the Duette Community Association.

We are proud to carry on this community tradition of supporting local agriculture and hunger 
relief efforts where our employees live and work. We help the world grow the food it needs.

Congratulations to the 4-H and FFA students  
who participated in the Manatee County Fair.

mosaicco.com/florida 
mosaicinmanatee.com
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Let Love Bloom

I appreciate handmade presents for Mother’s Day - and I especially love the expression on my 
kids’ faces as I open their gifts!
It is also nice to look back at their artwork from over the years to see how their handwriting has 

changed, how they have grown in their photo gifts, as well as the creative ideas that their teachers 
have come up with. 
Being on the receiving end of these homemade creations, I realize the effort involved - and if you 
are looking for easy gift inspiration for this Mother’s Day, then I have a fun idea for you.
My daughter recently created a Water Bottle Flower and Vase Craft that not only sticks to a budget, 
but also teaches the value of upcycling. Also, this craft is a great activity for hand eye coordination, 
and perfect for keeping a child entertained.

Mother’s Day!
THIS



WORDS & PICTURES: 
Carlee Colonneso
Carlee Colonneso is a wife, and stay at home mother of three. She is a graduate of the University of South Florida and author of 
funlearninglife.com. Her website is a lifestyle blog that centers on family, crafts, recipes, and frugal living.

Let Love Bloom
What you will need to create a Water Bottle Flower and Vase Craft:
• Empty water bottle
• Non-toxic acrylic paint
• Paint brushes
• Three green fuzzy sticks
• Safety scissors
Optional: Apron and newspaper
Tip: These items can be located at a local discount or craft store.
To begin, cut the top section of the water bottle off with the 
safety scissors.
Then, remove the cap and use the tip of the scissors to punch a 
hole in the middle. Replace the cap on the top of the water bottle.
Next, cut triangle shapes out of the top section to give the 
appearance of petals. We ended up with five petals.
Then, pick out two colors of acrylic paint. My daughter went with 
a dark pink for her flower, and purple for her vase.
Tip: Have your child wear an old oversized shirt or an apron, 
and place newspaper down to protect surfaces.
It is then time to paint, and we began with the flower. Completely 
paint the outside including the cap and set this aside to dry on 
the newspaper.
Next up, paint the vase and again set it aside to dry. FYI, acrylic 
paints dry very quickly, so you should be able to complete this 
craft in one day.
After the flower portion dries, pull the three pieces of green fuzzy 
sticks through the hole in the cap about halfway.
Then, twist the other side to make a stem and as you go down 
loop out two pieces of the fuzzy stick to look like leaves and 
continue to twist to the end. 
Cut off any remaining fuzzy stick and the flower is then ready to 
be placed into the vase.
Tip: Take the bottom of the fuzzy stick stem and spread it 
into three directions to get it to be centered and balanced 
inside the vase.
My daughter’s finished flower is so unique, and since the vase 
is made from a water bottle, live flowers could also be added 
to the display.
This gift is durable as well as a great way to repurpose and reuse. 
I hope this craft inspires a creative activity with your family as 
well for this Mother’s Day!

Mother’s Day!
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APRIL
 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

April 2019
14SkyZone Sarasota

Toddler Time 
9:00am-11:00am

Venice Shark Tooth 
Festival
Venice Airport 
10:00am-5:00pm

Sarasota Ski-A-Rees 
Show 2:00pm

Music in the Park 
Bradenton Riverwalk 
6:00pm

15Ringling Museum 
of Art FREE Admission

Ringling Museum 
Ringling by the Bay 
6:00pm-9:00pm

16Kids Supergym 
Open Gym 10:00am

SkyZone Sarasota
Toddler Time 10:00am

Arts a Blaze PreK Story 
Time 10:00am

Sarasota Children’s
Garden “Art Rocks” 
11:00am

Learning Express Toys
University Story Time
11:00am

Chick Fil-A Family Fun 
Night 5:30pm-7:30pm 
(check with your location)

17Kids Supergym 
Open Gym 10:00am

Sarasota Children’s 
Garden “Can You Dig It?”
11:00am

Barnes and Noble 
Story Time 11:00am

Lakewood Ranch 
Gymnastics Open Gym
11:00am-12:00pm

SOAR In 4 Night! 
5:30pm-7:30pm
www.soarin4.org

18Kids Supergym 
Open Gym 10:00am

SkyZone Sarasota
Toddler Time 10:00am

Mommy & Me 
Mote Marine 10:00am

ROAR at Ringling
(Ringling of Art Readers) 
10:30am-11:30am

Sarasota Children’s 
Garden “Step Into A 
Story” 11:00am

Lets Create Art 
Lil Picasso Class 
4:00pm-5:30pm

Marauders Baseball 
LECOM Park 6:30pm

Sarasota Sailor Circus 
7:00pm

19Kids Supergym 
Open Gym 10:00am

DeSoto Children’s Parade 
Sutton Park 10:00am

Florida Railroad Museum 
Cotton Tail Special

(Ringling of Art Readers) 
10:30am-11:30am

Sarasota Children’s 
Garden “Magic Nature 
Box” 11:00am 

Music in the Park 
Bradenton Riverwalk 
6:00pm

Marauders Baseball 
LECOM Park 6:30pm

Sarasota Sailor Circus 
7:00pm

20Bradenton Farmers 
Market 
Sand Bar Easter 
Egg Hunt 9:00am

Siesta Key Egg Hunt
Turtle Beach 
9:00am-12:00pm

Michaels Kids Club 
10:00am

Kids Easter Egg Hunt
Sarasota Children’s 
Garden 10:00am

Nathan Benderson 
Park Big Truck Day 
Eggstravaganza 
10:00am-1:00pm

Sarasota Sailor Circus 
2:00pm & 7:00pm

Marauders Baseball 
LECOM Park 6:30pm

21Sky Zone Sarasota
Toddler Time 
9:00am-11:00am

Celebrate World Circus 
Day with FREE admission 
to the Circus Museum
10:00am-5:00pm 
Sarasota Ski-A-Rees 
Show 2:00pm

22Ringling Museum 
of Art FREE Admission

Marauders Baseball 
LECOM Park 6:30pm

23Kids Supergym 
Open Gym 10:00am

SkyZone Sarasota
Toddler Time 10:00am

Arts a Blaze PreK Story 
Time 10:00am

Sarasota Children’s
Garden “Art Rocks” 
11:00am

Learning Express Toys
University Story Time
11:00am

Marauders Baseball 
LECOM Park 6:30pm

24Kids Supergym 
Open Gym 10:00am

Sarasota Children’s 
Garden “Can You Dig It?”
11:00am

Barnes and Noble 
Story Time 11:00am

Lakewood Ranch 
Gymnastics Open Gym
11:00am-12:00pm

Marauders Baseball 
LECOM Park 6:30pm

25Kids Supergym 
Open Gym 10:00am

SkyZone Sarasota
Toddler Time 10:00am

Mommy & Me 
Mote Marine 10:00am

ROAR at Ringling
(Ringling of Art Readers) 
10:30am-11:30am

Sarasota Children’s 
Garden “Step Into A 
Story” 11:00am

Lets Create Art 
Lil Picasso Class 
4:00pm-5:30pm

Sarasota Sailor Circus
7:00pm

26Kids Supergym 
Open Gym 10:00am

(Ringling of Art Readers) 
10:30am-11:30am

Sarasota Children’s 
Garden “Magic Nature 
Box” 11:00am 

Music in the Park 
Bradenton Riverwalk
6:00pm

Kids Ninja Training 
Live Training Center 
Palmetto 7:00pm

Sarasota Sailor Circus 
7:00pm

27Bradenton Farmers 
Market

Oscar Scherer State Park 
Sarasota Earth Day 
Celebration 
10:00am-4:00pm

Siesta Key Village Siesta 
Fiesta 10:00-5:00pm

LWR Fine Arts Festival 
10:00am-5:00pm

Lakewood Ranch 
Gymnastics Open Gym
11:00am-12:00pm

Barnes and Noble 
Story Time 11:00am

DeSoto Grand Parade 
Downtown Bradenton 
6:00pm

28Sky Zone Sarasota
Toddler Time 
9:00am-11:00am

Siesta Key Village 
Siesta Fiesta 
10:00am-5:00pm

LWR Fine Arts Festival 
10:00am-5:00pm

Sarasota Ski-A-Rees 
Show 2:00pm

29Ringling Museum 
of Art FREE Admission

30Kids Supergym 
Open Gym 10:00am

SkyZone Sarasota
Toddler Time 10:00am

Arts a Blaze PreK Story 
Time 10:00am

Sarasota Children’s
Garden “Art Rocks” 
11:00am

Learning Express Toys
University Story Time
11:00am
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MAY
 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

May 2019 
 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1Kids Supergym Open 
Gym 10:00am

Sarasota Children’s 
Garden “Can You Dig It?”
11:00am

Barnes and Noble 
Story Time 11:00am

Lakewood Ranch 
Gymnastics Open Gym
11:00am-12:00pm

2Kids Supergym 
Open Gym 10:00am

SkyZone Sarasota
Toddler Time 10:00am

Mommy & Me 
Mote Marine 10:00am

ROAR at Ringling
(Ringling of Art Readers) 
10:30am-11:30am

Sarasota Children’s 
Garden “Step Into A 
Story” 11:00am

Lets Create Art 
Lil Picasso Class 
4:00pm-5:30pm

3Kids Supergym 
Open Gym 10:00am

ROAR at Ringling
(Ringling of Art Readers) 
10:30am-11:30am

Sarasota Children’s 
Garden “Magic Nature 
Box” 11:00am

LWR Music on Main 
6:30pm-9:00pm

Marauders Baseball 
LECOM Park 6:30pm

4Bradenton Farmers 
Market
Corvettes on the Circle
St. Armands 
8:00am-3:00pm

Siesta Key Amateur Sand 
Sculpture Contest 8:30am

Michaels Kids Club 
10:00am

Barnes and Noble 
Story Time 11:00a

Venice Seafood & Music 
Festival at Centenial Park 
11:00am-8:00pm

Marauders Baseball 
LECOM Park 6:30pm

5 Sky Zone Sarasota
Toddler Time 
9:00am-11:00am

Venice Seafood & Music 
Festival at Centenial Park 
11:00am-8:00pm

Marauders Baseball 
LECOM Park 1:00pm

Sarasota Ski-A-Rees 
Show 2:00pm

6Ringling Museum 
of Art FREE Admission

7Kids Supergym 
Open Gym 10:00am

SkyZone Sarasota
Toddler Time 10:00am

Arts a Blaze PreK Story 
Time 10:00am

Sarasota Children’s
Garden “Art Rocks” 
11:00am

Learning Express Toys
University Story Time
11:00am

Chick Fil-A Family Fun 
Night 5:30pm-7:30pm 
(check with your location)

8Kids Supergym Open 
Gym 10:00am

Sarasota Children’s 
Garden “Can You Dig It?”
11:00am

Barnes and Noble 
Story Time 11:00am

Lakewood Ranch 
Gymnastics Open Gym
11:00am-12:00pm

9Kids Supergym 
Open Gym 10:00am

SkyZone Sarasota
Toddler Time 10:00am

Mommy & Me 
Mote Marine 10:00am

ROAR at Ringling
(Ringling of Art Readers) 
10:30am-11:30am

Sarasota Children’s 
Garden “Step Into A 
Story” 11:00am

Harvey Mil Festival
Five Points Park

Marauders Baseball 
LECOM Park 6:30pm

10Kids Supergym 
Open Gym 10:00am

ROAR at Ringling
(Ringling of Art Readers) 
10:30am-11:30am

Sarasota Children’s 
Garden “Magic Nature 
Box” 11:00am

Harvey Mil Festival
Five Points Park

Marauders Baseball 
LECOM Park 6:30pm

11Great Mothers Day 
Race Siesta Key 8:00am

Michaels Kids Club 
10:00am

Mother’s Day Tea
Sarasota Children’s 
Garden 2:00pm-4:00pm

Harvey Mil Festival Five 
Points Park

Marauders Baseball 
LECOM Park 6:30pm

Sarasota International 
Dragon Boat Festival at 
Nathan Benderson Park

12Sky Zone Sarasota
Toddler Time 
9:00am-11:00am

Sarasota Ski-A-Rees 
Show 2:00pm

13Ringling Museum 
of Art FREE Admission

14Kids Supergym 
Open Gym 10:00am

SkyZone Sarasota
Toddler Time 10:00am

Arts a Blaze PreK Story 
Time 10:00am

Sarasota Children’s
Garden “Art Rocks” 
11:00am

Learning Express Toys
University Story Time
11:00am

Marauders Baseball 
LECOM Park 6:30pm

15Kids Supergym Open 
Gym 10:00am

Sarasota Children’s 
Garden “Can You Dig It?”
11:00am

Barnes and Noble 
Story Time 11:00am

Marauders Baseball 
LECOM Park 6:30pm

16Kids Supergym 
Open Gym 10:00am

SkyZone Sarasota
Toddler Time 10:00am

Mommy & Me 
Mote Marine 10:00am

ROAR at Ringling
(Ringling of Art Readers) 
10:30am-11:30am

Sarasota Children’s 
Garden “Step Into A 
Story” 11:00am

Marauders Baseball 
LECOM Park 6:30pm

17Kids Supergym 
Open Gym 10:00am

ROAR at Ringling
(Ringling of Art Readers) 
10:30am

Sarasota Children’s 
Garden “Magic Nature 
Box” 11:00am

Kids Ninja Training 
Live Training Center 
Palmetto 7:00pm

18Bradenton Farmers 
Market 

Michaels Kids Club 
10:00am

Ellenton Sports Complex 
FREE Ice Skating Class 
10:45am-11:15am

Barnes and Noble 
Story Time 11:00am

Lakewood Ranch 
Gymnastics Open Gym
11:00am-12:00pm

19Sky Zone Sarasota
Toddler Time 
9:00am-11:00am

Sarasota Ski-A-Rees 
Show 2:00pm

Tribute to Heroes Parade 
LWR Main Street 
6:00pm-8:00pm

20Ringling Museum 
of Art FREE Admission

Ringling by the Bay 
Ringling Museum 
6:00pm-9:00pm

21Kids Supergym 
Open Gym 10:00am

SkyZone Sarasota
Toddler Time 10:00am

Arts a Blaze PreK 
Story Time 10:00am

Sarasota Children’s
Garden “Art Rocks” 
11:00am

Learning Express Toys
University Story Time
11:00am

Marauders Baseball 
LECOM Park 6:30pm

22Kids Supergym 
Open Gym 10:00am

Sarasota Children’s 
Garden “Can You Dig It?”
11:00am

Barnes and Noble 
Story Time 11:00am

Lakewood Ranch 
Gymnastics Open Gym
11:00am-12:00pm

23Kids Supergym 
Open Gym 10:00am

Mommy and Me 
Mote Marine 10:00am

SkyZone Sarasota
Toddler Time 10:00am

ROAR at Ringling
(Ringling of Art Readers) 
10:30am-11:30am

Sarasota Children’s 
Garden “Step Into A 
Story” 11:00am

Marauders Baseball 
LECOM Park 6:30pm

24Kids Supergym 
Open Gym 10:00am

ROAR at Ringling
(Ringling of Art Readers) 
10:30am-11:30am

Sarasota Children’s 
Garden “Magic Nature 
Box” 11:00am 

St. Armands Seafood & 
Music Festival 
4:00pm-10:00pm

Marauders Baseball 
LECOM Park 6:30pm

25Bradenton Farmers 
Market

Michaels Kids Club 
10:00am

Ellenton Sports Complex 
FREE Ice Skating Class 
10:45am-11:15am

Barnes and Noble 
Story Time 11:00am

St. Armands Seafood & 
Music Festival 
11:00am-10:00pm

Marauders Baseball 
LECOM Park 6:30pm

26Sky Zone Sarasota
Toddler Time 
9:00am-11:00am

St. Armands Seafood & 
Music Festival 
11:00am-6:00pm

Marauders Baseball 
LECOM Park 1:00pm

Sarasota Ski-A-Rees 
Show 2:00pm

27Ringling Museum 
of Art FREE Admission

Memorial Day Concert 
Philippi Estate Park 
5:00pm-7:00pm

28Kids Supergym Open 
Gym 10:00am

SkyZone Sarasota
Toddler Time 10:00am

Arts a Blaze PreK Story 
Time 10:00am

Sarasota Children’s
Garden “Art Rocks” 
11:00am

Marauders Baseball 
LECOM Park 6:30pm

29Kids Supergym 
Open Gym 10:00am

Sarasota Children’s 
Garden “Can You Dig It?”
11:00am
Barnes and Noble 
Story Time 11:00am

Lakewood Ranch 
Gymnastics Open Gym
11:00am-12:00pm

Marauders Baseball 
LECOM Park 6:30pm

30Mommy and Me at 
Mote Marine 10:00am

SkyZone Sarasota
Toddler Time 10:00am

ROAR at Ringling
(Ringling of Art Readers) 
10:30am

Sarasota Children’s 
Garden “Step Into A 
Story” 11:00am

Marauders Baseball 
LECOM Park 6:30pm

31Kids Supergym 
Open Gym 10:00am

ROAR at Ringling
(Ringling of Art Readers) 
10:30am-11:30am

Sarasota Children’s 
Garden “Magic Nature 
Box” 11:00am

Kids Ninja Training 
Live Training Center 
Palmetto 7:00pm

Bradenton Macaroni Kid is one of the area's top resources 
for all things family-friendly! With a comprehensive 
listing of holiday events, play groups, classes, festivals, 

summer programs, shows and much more, Bradenton Macaroni Kid makes 
it easy for parents to keep their children busy and entertained all year long. 
Don't miss the exciting giveaways, promotions, timely bits of parenting advice 
and humor! Like us on Facebook and sign up to receive the FREE weekly 
e-newsletter with the latest scoop on fun outings and events in Manatee County 
at www.bradenton.macaronikid.com.

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH
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On The Book ShelfKids in
the Kitchen

RECIPES: Sophie Williams 

Orange Gummy Bear Popsicles

Chewy Sugar Cookies

INGREDIENTS
• 1 egg
• ½ tsp baking powder
• 2 cups all purpose flour
• ½ tsp salt
• 1 ½ cup granulated sugar
• 1 tsp vanilla
• 1 cup salted butter (2 sticks)
• Sprinkles (optional)

PREPARATION
1. Pre-heat oven to 350°
2. Cream together butter, sugar, and vanilla until it is light and fluffy, while mixing add the egg.
3. Sift together flour, baking powder, and salt in a separate bowl.
4. Add ½ of the dry ingredients at a time to the egg and sugar mixture until they are all evenly combined.
5. Scoop out the cookie dough into small sized balls of dough and dip the top into rainbow sprinkles or any 

sprinkles you would like.
6. Put them on a baking sheet covered with wax or parchment paper.
7.  Bake the cookies for 15 minutes or until the edges turn brown.
8. Enjoy!

INGREDIENTS
• Popsicle molds
• Popsicle sticks
• Orange juice
• Gummy bears

PREPARATION
1. Drop a few gummy bears into your popsicle mold. We made 

some that were multicolored and some that had a color scheme 
like green ombre and peach ombre.

2. Pour the orange juice into the molds. Insert popsicle sticks as 
directed on mold instructions.

3. Freeze your popsicles for about four hours or until they are 
completely frozen.

4. Once frozen, take your popsicle mold out of the freezer and 
let them sit at room temperature for about three minutes to 
ensure they will come out in one piece. We found that this 
little thawing trick helps to pull them out without breaking. 
(When we tried pulling them out right after taking them out 
of the freezer, they broke in half.) You can also run warm 
water over an individual popsicle mold to help it thaw faster.

5. Enjoy! 

https://laurenconrad.com/blog/2014/08/edible-obsession-gummy-bear-popsicles/html
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Sophie’s homemade cookie recipe



On The Book Shelf

The first 50 people to come into the lobby of the Early Learning 
Coalition of Manatee County, 600 8th Avenue West, Suite 100, 
Palmetto can pick up free copies of the books reviewed.

pat the 
birthday bunny

(Birth to 3)  •  By Edith Kunhardt   

Pat the Birthday Bunny is a touch and feel book perfect for little 
curious hands that are ready to explore the world. This book 
develops a child’s sense of discovery, fosters imagination, 

and matures fine motor 
skills while nurturing a 
love of reading. This book 
is a sequel to Pat the 
Bunny written by Dorothy 
Kunhardt, mother of the 
author Edith Kunhardt. 
Both mother and daughter 
have been well-known for 
writing children’s books 
geared towards ages birth 
to three. This precious 
book arrived just in time 
to celebrate spring!

The Lonely Book
(7-9)  •  By Kate Bernheimer   

“Once there was a brand-new book that arrived at the library. At the beginning, the 
book was loved by every child, checked out 
continuously, and hardly spent a night on 
the library bookshelf. But in time, the book 
became old and worn. It was no longer pulled 
eagerly off the shelf - until one day a little girl 
named Alice found the lonely book, opened 
its ragged cover, and began to read….” 
Alice loved it but forgot about the book. In 
the meantime, the book is sent to the library 
basement by mistake with other old and used 
books. The story has a great ending when 
Alice is finally reunited with her favorite, used, 
and broken book to be together forever.  In 
this delightful story, Kate Bernheimer and 
Chris Sheban create a beautiful picture book 
that carefully portrays each of us book lovers.

The Biggest 
Easter Basket Ever

(4-6)  •  By Steven Kroll   

Author Steven Lawrence Kroll produced The Biggest Easter 
Basket Ever after writing the series ‘The Biggest’ - with titles 
such as The Biggest Pumpkin Ever, The Biggest Snowman 
Ever, and The Biggest Valentine Ever. Best friends Clayton and 
Desmond compete in a friendly Easter basket competition set 
up by the Mayor in the 
city of Mouseville. Each 
of them tries to make the 
biggest Easter basket 
but then they realize 
that they need to work 
together if they want 
to win the contest. A 
great message for our 
preschoolers during 
this special time of the 
year, help each other, 
follow your parent’s 
advice, and work 
together as a team!

REVIEWS: Ana Rodriguez
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VISIT US ONLINE AT: 
www.bouncedownunder.com 

941.366.0123 

Inflatable Party & Play Center

14
61

9
3

Sarasota Commons •935 N. Beneva Road, Suite 802 • Sarasota, FL 34232

Walk-In Play, Any Time!

Skippy’s Hassle Free 

BIRTHDAY
PARTIES!
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(941) 757-2900 ext. 209
Every Child A Reader In partnership with the From Cradle to College™ Foundation

Help us spark a love of reading for children in Manatee County. 
Call today to participate in the ELC’s Every Child A Reader and Books For Kids 

program and volunteer to read to classrooms in Title 1 schools!  

Sponsorship by the Early Learning Coalition of Manatee County and the State of Florida, Office of Early Learning.

VOLUNTEER TO READ TODAY!Just One Book Can Do Magic!



WORDS & PICTURES: Jessica Schubick

Nine local students are heading to the prestigious World 
Finals of the F1 in Schools competition, after bringing 
home the first-place trophy at the USA National 

Championships in February. The winning P1NNACLE team 
from Manatee County is comprised of students from three 
area schools – including six competitive and three support 
team members. Based out of Palmetto High School, the team 
additionally includes members from Southeast High School and 
the University of South Florida. They will compete for the World 
Championship title in the Fall.

F1 in Schools is a global STEM (science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics) competition open to teams of 
three to six students between the ages of nine and nineteen. 
It brings the excitement and appeal of Formula One™ racing 
to students around the world. F1 in Schools has become one 
of the world’s largest STEM competitions, with more than 20 
million students from more than 40 countries competing since 
its inception in 2004. 

The participating F1 in Schools teams must use CAD/CAM 
software to design, manufacture, test, and race miniature 
compressed air-powered cars made from F1 model blocks. 
Teams also raise sponsorship money and manage budgets to 
fund research, travel, and accommodations. 

According to the F1 in Schools website: “The challenge inspires 
students to use IT to learn about physics, aerodynamics, design, 
manufacture, branding, graphics, sponsorship, marketing, 
leadership/teamwork, media skills, and financial strategy, and apply 
them in a practical, imaginative, competitive, and exciting way.”

Last year’s F1 in Schools World Finals competition was held in 
Singapore. While this year’s location has not yet been announced, 
the host sites are usually set to coincide with a Formula One 
Grand Prix. Past locations have included Melbourne, Australia; 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia; London, England; and Abu Dhabi, UAE.

In addition to winning the National Championships after three 
days of competition at the Circuit of the Americas in Austin, Texas, 
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Racing to the World Stage
P1NNACLE also won awards for Best Engineered Car, Best Verbal 
Presentation, Best Enterprise Award, Most Innovative Thinking, 
and the Scrutineering Award. 

The team’s Design Engineer, Jaxson Bunes – a freshman at the 
University of South Florida majoring in chemical engineering – was 
previously a member of Perspective, one of last year’s USA teams 
also representing Manatee County schools. The Perspective team 
placed second in Nationals and third in the 2018 F1 in Schools World 
Finals. As the only returning competitor, and the oldest teammate, 
Jaxson is the veteran member of the team – offering guidance and 
expertise to his teammates. 

The rest of P1NNACLE’s team consists of Freshmen and 
Sophomores from Palmetto and Southeast high schools – all of 
whom are new to F1 in Schools. “One of the things we tried to 
do this year was to involve younger students, so that they can 
grow with the program for several years and so that they won’t 
have to make a brand-new team every year,” Jaxson explained.

Sophomore Jaye Kendzior is the Team Manager, Freshman 
Eleanor Hopkins is the Graphic Designer, Freshman Arianna 
Longo is the Resource Manager, Junior Abbygale Owen is the 
Social Media Manager, and Sophomore Hunter Raley is the 
Manufacturing Engineer. The team also has three support 
members – Elizabeth Casadonte, Hayden Simon, and 
Milan “Sammy” Slovak. 

Team Manager Jaye Kendzior explained that joining 
the P1NNACLE team required a large commitment of 
time and energy. “It’s too big of a competition not to 
be fully invested in it,” she said. But each of the team 
members agreed that the commitment pays off in big 
ways. While some of the P1NNACLE team members 
are not yet settled on a career path, most plan to enter 
STEM-related fields. The F1 in Schools competition 
is providing them with valuable real-world experience 
and the opportunity to interact with successful 
professionals working in these industries today. 

Jaxson and his teammates are getting the most 
out of the experiences offered by the competition. 
“It’s an amazing opportunity. The judges at 
World Finals are engineers from Formula One,” 
Jaxson further explained that the teams have 
also been given access to the Formula One 
pits, tracks, and crews while at World Finals. 
He continued: “It’s really cool to be able to meet with actual F1 
engineers and say, ‘Hey, I want to pick your brain…’ and they let you!” 

As the P1NNACLE team heads to F1 in Schools World Finals, their schools, families, and community wish 
them the best of luck. Learn more about the team and follow their progress at www.PinnacleRacing.us. 
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CROSSING
THE EXTRA MILE!

WORDS: Bre Jones Mulock
PICTURES: Whitney Patton

As the morn ing schoo l  be l l 
threatened to ring at Stewart 
Elementary recently, Dwayne 

Riedel peered through his glasses 
down 75th Street NW in Bradenton and 
watched a little boy feverishly riding his 
bike topple to the ground and knock out 
his front teeth.

Riedel, a 73-year-old Manatee County 
School crossing guard, who can’t bare 
the thought of a child suffering, painfully 
resisted the urge to dash down the street 
and comfort the boy. “I can’t ever leave my 
post, but thankfully there were moms and 
nurses in the area who saw it, and they 
rushed over to him like bees on honey,” 
said Riedel, thumping his fist across his 
heart as if reliving the traumatic accident. 
“But I had to do something.  I had to help 
make this child feel better.”

After discovering the little boy voraciously 
read Harry Potter and was pages away 

from finishing book six, Riedel headed 
down to Books-A-Million to buy him a gift: 
Book number seven. 

“I don’t look at this as doing something 
over and beyond,” said Riedel, who smiles 
through his ocean-blue eyes and proudly 
wears a U.S. Navy pin on his chest. “I just 
wanted to show him I cared.”

Riedel might not see himself as an 
extraordinary crossing guard, but his 
community sure does. With more than 300 
agencies and upwards of 15,000 school 
crossing guards in the state of Florida, this 
year Riedel beat out hundreds of entries 
in the Florida Crossing Guard of the Year 
award and was one of only three recipients 
to achieve this prestigious status. In 
addition, the state honored Riedel with 
The Extra Mile Award, an accolade given 
to only one crossing guard annually.

“Each year we’re asked to see if we have 

guards who go above and beyond, if they 
maintain a positive attitude, have any 
notable actions, community service, or 
contribute to a safe environment,” said 
Gordon Crawford, Riedel’s supervisor 
and the original nominator for the award. 
“Dwayne excels – no question – in every 
area. He’s loved not just by the children, 
but also by the parents, too. I’m very 
proud of Dwayne.”

After a breakfast of two bananas and 
black coffee out of a plastic tumbler, 
Riedel parks his bright red truck by his 
post at 75th Street NW and 15th Avenue 
each morning, meticulously placing out 
his orange cones. 

He’s ready for the onslaught of kids 
he’ll help nurture across a bustling road 
filled with motorists who honk hellos 
and children who frantically roll down 
backseat minivan windows to wave 
enthusiastically at Riedel. They shout his 
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name. They blow kisses. They give him 
birthday cards. They worry when he’s not 
there. They respect and love him. 

“I think what makes me a good crossing 
guard is I can tell if a child is hurting or 
needs something,” said Riedel, who has 
worked as a crossing guard for three 
years now. “I get right down on their level, 
and I talk to them.”

Riedel, a former Navy man and volunteer 
firefighter who grew up in Middleport, New 
York and discovered he was adopted at 
age 13, empathizes with children in need. 
With a working single mother trying to 
make ends meet in the 1940s, Riedel 
was boarded out each week to a nanny 
who often beat him with a hairbrush. His 
mother would drop him off on Sunday 
evening and pick him up on Friday.

“Daycares weren’t common in those days, 
and this is just what you did,” said Riedel. 
“I just hated to go – begged not to go. My 
mom felt bad and would overcompensate 
sometimes. I loved Hopalong Cassidy, and 
she got me the whole outfit – black hat, 
black shirt, and black pants. From time to 
time, she’d take me out to this little farm 
to ride a white pony – just like Cassidy.”

Riedel paused for a moment, shifted his 
eyes skyward, and reflected on his days 
with the nanny.

“I’d never really thought of it like this, but 
I do think those experiences make me 
want to help children. They’re just so 
innocent,” he said.

After working as the lead pest control 
servicer for the Manatee County School 
Board for 33 years and one month, 
Riedel retired, itching to embrace a 
life of cruises and a parade of home 
projects like resurfacing his pool and 
landscaping. He viewed stepping into the 
shoes of a crossing guard as something 
to do, but then quickly realized it was 
much more than that. It became an honor 
to help children.

“I don’t want to ever let them down,” said 
Riedel. “One summer I had a triple bypass 
on June 14th, and I was back at my post 
for the first day of school on August 10th. I 
didn’t want anyone else there for the kids’ 
first week back.”

While Riedel expresses love for all 
children, he has a special place in his heart 
for the students of Stewart Elementary 
where he says the kids, parents, and 



teachers are some of the 
best around. He can rattle 
off many of their names, 
share what sports they 
play and if they’re sharp 
at math or art.

“ Em m et t ,  h e  l ove s 
footbal l  jerseys and 
wears one almost every 
day,” said Riedel with a 
deep belly laugh and a 
shake of his finger. “One 
day I asked him where 
his New Orleans Saints 
jersey was because 
I thought they were 
going to the Super 
Bowl. When he said 
he didn’t have one, I 
said he was fixin’ to 
get one. I always ask 
the parents first. It 
brings me joy to see 
him wear it.”

Even when Riedel 
i s  o f f  d u t y ,  h e 
continues to pour his 
love into the school 
community. He’s glided paintbrushes 
across poster boards to make signs, 
directed traffic (on his own dime) for the 
school’s holiday show, made cameos at 
Open House, and mingled with parents 
and students at movie night. This year, he’s 
set to throw beads and wave at hundreds 
of people lining Manatee Avenue as the 
Grand Marshal on Stewart’s Desoto 
Parade float.

“I’ve worked at six schools and Dwayne 
is the only crossing guard I’ve gotten to 
know – the only one I know by name,” said 
Stewart Elementary School principal Joe 
Hougland. “He truly cares about these 
kids, and he’s a part of our Stewart family.”

Like a proud hometown parade marching 
down the street, a group of students, 
parents and teachers last year greeted 
Riedel at his post with a special gift. 
Against a colorful backdrop of helium-filled 
balloons bobbing in then sun and signs 
doodled with heart-felt messages, the 
Stewart community presented him with 
a shiny silver whistle engraved with his 
name. Riedel often pulls it out of his front 
shirt pocket to show off his cherished gift.

“He got really choked up when he saw it,” 
said Shauna Francis, a member of the PTO 

Board at 
Stewart. “He’s a big softee at heart – like 
a loveable teddy bear.  He was emotional 
and moved. My kids just love him and 
roll down the windows to wave at him. 
He missed all the kids so much during 
winter break that he said he was ready 
to come back.”

Riedel lights up at the mention of his own 
family, too. He can’t even talk about the 
deep love he has for his “bride” Jean, of 
51-years without tears pooling up in his 
eyes, and he beams with pride describing 
his two children Steven and Cynthia and 
his grandchildren. He won’t hesitate to 
whip out his phone to show off a favorite 
picture of 5-year-old great-grandson 
Brantley, clad in camo and lounging with 
hands tucked behind this head.

“When I look at him (Brantley), I am 
overwhelmed,” Riedel said. “When I see 
him, I’m overjoyed. My family is the light 
of my life.”

Riedel, who makes a mean seafood 
gumbo and has a serious weakness for 
the Chantilly Cake at Publix, cherishes 
warm Florida days on the water and often 
paddle boats out onto lakes with his son 
to cast a shot at a giant bass. 

From their boat in the Gulf, Riedel eagerly 
volunteers to keep tabs on scuba bubbles 
from his son spear fishing below the 
waves. Stock cars racing around the track 
at the Snowball Derby in Pensacola get 
Riedel’s heart pumping, and he’s known 
to hunt down 5 different Chinese lettuces 
to stir up in his famous New Year’s Eve 
chop suey.

While he doesn’t try to tackle too much 
between his morning and afternoon shifts 
as a crossing guard, Riedel slips away to 
tinker in the garage or read.

“I really love those novels by Nora 
Roberts,” said Riedel, releasing a sly 
grin and lifting his thick, gray eyebrows 
three times.

As students pack up their books for 
dismissal, Riedel is already standing at 
attention by his post. It’s the quiet before 
the laughter and excited chatter that 
Riedel can’t wait for.

“I’ll do this for as long as my health 
holds up, and as long as I’m having fun,” 
he said. “I give a lot, but I get so much 
more back.”
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CLOSING THE DIGITAL DIVIDE 

• Earlier this year a Federal Communication 
Commission (FCC) report on broadband access 
found that 34 million Americans lack access to 
high-speed broadband in the home. According to 
the Pew Research Center, five million families in the 
U.S. with school-aged children don’t have access to 
broadband in the home.  

• Charter understands how important access to 
broadband is for all Americans and is working to 
connect its customers to the online resources and 
information they need to be successful in today’s 
increasingly digital economy. 

MAKING HIGH-SPEED BROADBAND MORE 
AFFORDABLE 

• This superior service is three times faster than 
comparable industry offerings and is the only 
low-cost broadband service that meets the FCC’s 
definition of ‘high-speed’ broadband. 

• Charter’s Spectrum Internet Assist will help ensure 
K-12 students of eligible low-income families have 
a chance to get ahead and low-income seniors on 
Supplemental Security Income can stay engaged in 
an increasingly digital culture.

SPECTRUM INTERNET ASSIST
Charter’s Low-Cost, High-Speed Broadband Service

www.CharterResourceCenter.com                                                                  www.SpectrumInternetAssist.com
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THE ADVANTAGES OF SPECTRUM INTERNET ASSIST

Spectrum Internet Assist will deliver the fastest Internet speeds (30/4 Mbps) in the nation 
for a low-cost broadband program for $14.99 per month.

Additional features:

• Locked-in rate of $5.00 per month for home WiFi, including a router, with no activation fee. 

• Spectrum Internet Assist customers are eligible to receive promotional and phone 
bundle offerings. 

• Spectrum Internet Assist comes with a modem at no extra cost, and free self-install.

WHERE TO GO FOR HELP WITH ELIGIBILITY AND ENROLLMENT 

To determine eligibility Charter is encouraging those families and individuals who believe 
they may qualify to visit a dedicated Spectrum Internet Assist website to complete 
the eligibility verification process. The website is: www.SpectrumInternetAssist.com. 
Prospective enrollees may also call the Spectrum Internet Assist toll-free number at 
1-844-525-1574. 

Once the eligibility verification process is completed individuals will be notified of their 
eligibility status.

Restrictions apply. Services not available in all areas. Speed may vary by location. ©2016 Charter Communications.
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Abilities Shining Luncheon
PICTURES: Wendy Dewhurst



ENTERING AS INDIVIDUALS,

As the clock approached 4:00pm the room started to fill. 
74 individuals entered. School district administrators, 
representatives from Boys & Girls Clubs, community 

centers, public housing complexes, parks & recreation programs, 
public libraries, summer educators, businessmen and women, 
and non-profit leaders came together to learn more about the 
Suncoast Campaign for Grade-Level Reading’s 2019 Suncoast 
Summer Reading Challenge.

At first, the room was relatively quiet. A few people knew 
each other and exchanged pleasantries while others helped 
themselves to the delicious snacks provided by the generosity 
of The Patterson Foundation. People took their seats and were 
mostly silent as they waited for the program to begin.

Everyone was asked to think of a time when they were inspired 
to action as a result of reading something in a book. I shared 
about a strong desire I had to visit the Grand Canyon prompted 
by two books that I had read in elementary school - Henry Reed, 
Inc. and Henry Reed’s Journey. Then I asked everyone to share 
their answers with their neighbors. The atmosphere in the room 
immediately changed.

Within just a few seconds, there was a steady buzz of 
conversation. Bursts of laughter, a great deal of head nodding, 
and an increase in volume quickly followed. The conversations 
became so robust that it took several attempts before the room 
settled down. We had just experienced a real-life example of 
the power of books, and the power of connection. The simple 
act of sharing this personal information began to give us a 
group identity.

WORDS: Beth Duda, Suncoast Campaign for Grade-Level Reading 



The bonds strengthened as we reviewed the facts behind the 
urgent need for high-quality summer learning experiences:

1. By fifth-grade, summer learning loss can leave low-income 
students two and a half to three years behind their peers.

2. Two-thirds of students who cannot read proficiently by the 
end of fourth-grade will end up in jail or on welfare.

3. More than 70% of America’s inmates cannot read above 
fourth-grade level.

4. Low-income children typically lose two to three months 
of reading skills during the summer months.

And, as we shared and celebrated the success of the Suncoast 
Campaign for Grade-Level Reading’s 2018 Suncoast Summer 
Book Challenge, we were reminded that together we are not 
individuals, instead, we are one mighty team of caring adults 
committed to making sure our children experience academic 
success. In 2018…

• 4,915 children completed the challenge by reading at 
least six books.

• A total of 126,787 books were read.
• 62% of the participating summer locations experienced 

no loss of reading skills during the summer.
• 96% of the participating students performed better than 

the national average.

Hildy Gottlieb, of Creating the Future, introduced the term 
“Collective Enoughness” during her workshops for the Suncoast 
Campaign for Grade-Level Reading earlier this year, defining it 
as the theory that together we have everything we need. It is only 
on our own that we experience scarcity.

During the discussion period, we experienced collective 
abundance when we asked how we might further strengthen the 
Suncoast Summer Reading Challenge in 2019. We were told of 
a school in South Sarasota County that didn’t have access to 
the school library during the summer. 

Quickly, a school district administrator promised to work with the 
school to make sure the library would be opened so summer 

school educators and students would have access to books, 
a librarian from the public libraries pledged to work with the 
school to increase access to the public library collection during 
the summer, and a teaching artist reported a surplus of books 
she’d be happy to share. And so our mighty team went from a 
mindset of scarcity to a mindset of abundance.

Our collective abundance also included shared ideas. One of 
the women from an area nonprofit shared how her attitude about 
including reading at their summer camp had changed because 
of participating in the Summer Blast Off event. 

She said hearing and then acting on the idea of taking children 
outside to read had changed “everything.” Now she and the 
children look forward to reading as one of the bright spots of 
their day. You could see pens moving as others captured that 
“great idea.” I imagine many children throughout the Suncoast 
region will be “Reading in Nature” this summer.

Still, another participant shared that she had struggled at the 
beginning of last summer wondering how she could possibly 
add reading to an already packed Summer Camp Schedule. She 
explained that her colleague had helped her to feel the personal 
responsibility of their children’s success and they “flipped the 
notion around” and decided they needed to make reading central 
in every activity, including lunch. The children and the summer 
staff embraced every opportunity to read. Not only did they 
enjoy reading and sharing about their favorite books, but they 
also increased reading skills by a month.

The idea of each of us feeling a personal responsibility for 
our children’s success connected with the group, with many 
voicing an increased commitment to include more children in 
the important task of Summer Learning.

We entered as individuals, and exited as a mighty team!

EXITING AS A MIGHTY TEAM





PICTURES: Whitney Patton
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IMG ACADEMY
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Whether buying a home in the perfect neighborhood, selling when it’s time for a  
little more space or renting close to a top-rated school, Michael Saunders & Company  
has been helping families reach milestones on Florida’s Gulf Coast for over 4O years. 

Contact us today to take the first step toward success. 

Residential • Commercial • Mortgage • Title • Insurance

CREATING MEMORIESAND MILESTONES
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Manatee County Rural Health Services  
is now MCR Health

mcr.health

40 YEARS STRONG WITH A RENEWED
COMMITMENT TO OUR PATIENTS



Check “mammogram” off your to-do list, call 941.745.7391 to schedule an appointment. 

Manatee Memorial Hospital Is a Breast Care Center of Excellence.

*Smith, A. Improving Patient Comfort in Mammography. Hologic WP-00119 Rev 003 (2017) 
**Data on file and from public sources, 2017, Hologic, Inc. 

Physicians are on the medical staff of Manatee Memorial Hospital, but, with limited exceptions, are independent practitioners who are not employees or agents of Manatee Memorial Hospital. The hospital 
shall not be liable for actions or treatments provided by physicians. For language assistance, disability accommodations and the non-discrimination notice, visit our website. 190553-0567 2/19

206 Second Street East 
Bradenton, FL 34208
941.746.5111 
manateememorial.com

Get the Clearest Picture of Your Health  
Tell Your Doctor You’d Like Your Next Mammogram 

to be High-Resolution 3D

Manatee Memorial Hospital now offers the 

Hologic® Genius Clarity HD high-resolution 3D™ 

Mammography imaging technology with the new 

SmartCurve™  breast stabilization system. 

The new imaging technology is designed to 

deliver a more comfortable mammogram, without 

compromising image quality. 

Advanced Features Include:
• Precise imaging tools that help to detect more invasive 

cancers and reduce false positives 

• The only FDA-approved system designed for superior 

comfort, even for women with dense breasts.*

• 93 percent of women who reported moderate to severe 

discomfort with standard compression, noted this is a 

more comfortable mammogram.**

We also offer: 
• Computer-aided detection (CAD)
• Breast ultrasound
• Breast MRI
• Biopsies and needle localizations with stereotactic 

ultrasound or MRI guidance
• Affirm® breast biopsy guidance system (3D image 

guidance to the lesion with patient remaining upright)

Follow usA Member of the Manatee Healthcare System


