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ountless studies have shown that
kids who attend public preschool
programs are better prepared for
kindergarten than those who do not. In
other words, early learning programs
put children on the road to education
success. This is exactly what Manatee
County’s Early Learning Team is all about.
“The Early Learning Team of the School
District of Manatee County is a team
of early learning specialists, experts in
curriculum and instruction, compliance
authorities, family engagement
professionals, and educators who love
working with our youngest learners, their
teachers, and their families,” explains
Robin Thompson, Ph.D., Director of
Early Learning for the School District of
Manatee County.
Thompson says the team’s goal is
to ensure early learners enrolled in
the school district prekindergar ten
programs are kindergarten ready - both
academically and socially - by the time
they enter kindergarten. “We provide
curriculum and professional development
support to our teachers to ensure our
children become proficient with The
Florida Early Learning and Developmental
Standards,” she says. The team also
partners with families to support their
efforts as their children’s “first teachers.”
“We feel a responsibility for all early
learners in Manatee County, as they
will eventually become our children
when they enroll in kindergar ten—
even if they do not attend one of our
prekindergarten programs,” Thompson
emphasizes. “That is why the Early
Learning Community Task Force is so
important in our community initiatives.”

Agency (Step Up, Manatee). “We have
included representatives from United Way
Suncoast, the South Florida Museum,
the Patterson Foundation, and other
community agencies associated with
early learning,” Thompson adds.
Cari Whiddon, one of the Early Learning
team members, is genuinely passionate
about her role with the group. “As SDMC
VPK Program Manager, I am a source
of information and suppor t for our
community,” she explains. “I love working
with families, giving them important
information about enrollment, answering
questions regarding expectations,
assuring them on safety, explaining
what a typical day will be like for their
child - and most importantly, making them
feel welcomed as they enter the Manatee
County school system.”

COLLABORATION IN EDUCATION
Thompson says the Early Learning
Team enjoys a strong partnership with
the Early Learning Coalition. “Our
collaborative work with the ELC plays a
unique and important role in advancing
early childhood and school readiness
in Manatee County with demonstrated
success in engaging parents, improving
quality of pre-K education, and using
our data to developmentally appropriate
teaching and learning,” she points out.
“Our efforts additionally align with the
goals of the Suncoast Campaign for
Grade Level Reading, to include a focus
on increasing attendance, preventing

summer slide, and providing the tools to
our children and families that will increase
the likelihood of kindergarten readiness.”
The Early Learning Team has also
partnered with the ELC to provide an extra
STEAM machine bus and have Manatee
Technical College renovate it. “The
STEAM machine benefits all the children
in our community, by providing interactive
and engaging lessons that address
science, technology, engineering, arts,
and mathematics standards in a fun and
inviting way,” she explains.
In 2017, the Early Learning Department
launched an initiative focusing on Social
Emotional Development, using the
internationally recognized program
Conscious Discipline as the foundation.
“Our team has promoted the initiative
with teachers and in classrooms by
designing and implementing professional
development, coaching in classrooms,
and incorporating the program into the
new curriculum,” Thompson says. “We
work very closely with the ELC to ensure
this wonderful program is available to all
who work closely with young children.”
The Early Learning Community Task
Force and the ELC also participated in the
Global Cardboard Challenge at the South
Florida Museum this year. “It was a fun
day for families and providers to learn and
play together,” says Thompson. The event
showcased Dr. Drew, an expert on play,
who facilitated an enlightening session for
teachers. The participating children and
their families built creative stories and

A collaborative partnership, the Early
Learning Community Task Force was
formed to ensure Manatee County’s
early learning community works together
to provide all children - regardless of
their zip code -an equal opportunity
at success. This task force includes
leadership from the Early Learning
Coalition of Manatee County (ELC),
the School District of Manatee County
(SDMC) and Manatee Community Action
9

projects out of cardboard, all while having
tons of fun. “Our goal is to involve more
community members and organizations
next year to make it even bigger and
better for our families,” she adds.
The Task force is also in the early stages
of forming a community tinkering studio,
initiated by their Soar in 4 team. “We are
looking forward to making an interactive
and engaging tinkering studio available to
our early learners and their families this
summer,” Thompson says.
In other exciting news, the team is also
working to bring back the Children’s
Summit for the community. “It is an
event that was well-attended in the past
but has not been in our community for
several years,” Thompson says. “We are
bringing it back! Rather than have one
agency do all the work, it is going to be a
collaborative effort across agencies and
organizations to benefit our early learners
and their families.”

POWERFUL PROGRAMS
The Early Learning Team of the SDMC
is on a mission to put young learners on
the road to success. Here are just a few
of the team’s important programs:
The Teaching Opportunity Progression
Program (TOPPS): This partnership
between the School District of
Manatee and State College of Florida
Manatee - Sarasota gives classroom
paraprofessionals the opportunity to earn
a bachelor’s degree in early childhood.
There are currently 45 paraprofessionals
enrolled in this collaboration.
Summer Soar in 4: This program prepares
early learners and their families for school
success through play. Families build
relationships over the summer with their
child’s classroom teacher to understand
classroom expectations and to support
learning together all summer. This ensures
the family and their Pre-K student is ready
and prepared to start prekindergarten at
their designated school site.
Year-Long Soar in 4: This program
consists of eight play-based family nights
hosted in multiple locations in downtown
10

Bradenton, including the South Florida
Museum, ArtCenter Manatee, and the
Manatee County Central Library. Families
engage in hands-on activities to extend
classroom learning. “These evenings
support families, as they are their child’s
first teacher, and connects our families
with community resources to meet their
needs and end the cycle of poverty,”
Thompson explains.
Community Professional Development:
This program engages Manatee County’s
early learning and primary teachers to
be more thoughtful thinkers through
connection with outside resources,
including The Ringling, the Van Wezel
and Centerstone.

UP TO THE TASK
As champions of young learners in Manatee
County, the Early Learning Department is
constantly juggling numerous programs
and initiatives. It’s a big job, but Thompson
says the team is up to the task. She said:
“We each feel it is a privilege to do the
work we do each day, and we take the
responsibilities of educating our youngest
children very seriously.”

Sheila Halpin, Stacy Schmoll, Robin Thompson, Cari Whiddon and Luanne Howe
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Investing in our youth
is not merely our responsibility.
It is our privilege.
It’s never too early — or too late — to plan for the financial future of your family or business.
Jodi D. Allen
Vice President, Business Banking
941.757.4561 | jodi.allen@bmo.com
Mandy Quinones
Branch Manager, Retail Banking
941.723.6933 | mandy.quinones@bmo.com

BMO Harris Bank® is a trade name used by BMO Harris Bank N.A. Member FDIC.
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The Passionate President
Jack Hawkins leads the way for Bradenton Kiwanis Foundation

J

WORDS: Amy Bell
PICTURES: Whitney Patton
9th Street, a new pool for Snooty
the manatee, the purchase of
three acres of land for the Girls
Club building on 59th Street, and
many other significant projects.

ack Hawkins is extremely
pro ud to ser ve as the
president of Bradenton
Kiwanis Foundation for 20182019. However, this isn’t his first
rodeo. One of the Foundation’s
m ost experienced leaders,
Hawkins also served as president
in 2004 and 2012. “It is the third
time I have served in this role,”
Hawkins remarks. “As a lifetime
Bradenton resident, I am happy
to serve in this capacity.”
Hawkins has practiced law in
Bradenton since 1979. During his 40-year
career, he has handled general business,
construction, and commercial litigation
representing individuals, corporations,
contractors, institutional, and private
lenders. As a family law attorney for more
than 30 years, Hawkins has also worked
complicated and emotionally sensitive
divorce and child custody cases. Today,
he practices with Grimes Goebel Grimes
Hawkins Gladfelter & Galvano, P.L., a firm
in downtown Bradenton.
Even with a busy law practice, Hawkins
has always found time to give back to his
community. In addition to the Bradenton
Kiwanis Foundation, he has also been
involved with the Manatee Chamber of
Commerce, Manatee County Boys Club,
Manatee County Girls Club Foundation,
and Manatee County Girls Club/Just
for Girls.

A Strong Foundation
Bradenton Kiwanis is an organization of
volunteers dedicated to changing the
world, one child and one community at
a time. Bradenton Kiwanis Foundation, a
separate entity, provides annual financial

In 1997, the Club sold the trailer
park for $8.8 million. “Although the
Foundation had been in existence
since 1988, it was the money from
the sale of the park in 1997 which
really got the Foundation going,”
Hawkins says.
support for Bradenton Kiwanis Club
charitable programs and projects. The
Foundation also provides funding to local
nonprofits that serve young people in
need. “The Club and Foundation’s focus
is on the youth and under-privileged of the
community, especially near and around
the downtown area,” explains Hawkins.
Kiwanis Club of Bradenton was founded
in 1922. In an effort to spur tourism in
Bradenton, in 1936 the Club opened the
Bradenton Trailer Park - which grew to
become the world’s largest trailer park
by the 1950s and 1960s. The trailer
park generated as much as $500,000
or more each year, and these funds
allowed the Club to serve the community
in various ways.
Over the years, the Kiwanis Club has
offered significant funding for many
local organizations, including the Boys
Club on 9th Street, DeSoto Boys Club
across from Bayshore High School, The
Garden Club building at Lewis Park, and
Manatee Players/Manatee Performing
Arts Center. The Club also helped fund
the construction of Kiwanis Hall, the
purchase of the United Way building on

Since then, the Foundation
has grown to more than
$12 million in funds and has offered
$5.6 million in charitable contributions
to the community and $2.5 million in
college and scholarships to the youth
of Manatee County. “The Bradenton
Foundation is uniquely positioned to give
significant grants for local capital projects
to non-profits – gifts ranging from $50,000
to $500,000,” Hawkins explains.
Today, the Foundation’s mission is “to
be the leading incubator and enabler of
new ideas which will make a significant
impact within Manatee County through
philanthropic investment and the service
of members.”
The Foundation has a proven track record
of long-term, sound stewardship. Kiwanis
Club and Foundation leaders carefully
manage and invest every contribution to
meet community philanthropic goals now
and into the future.
Hawkins hints that the Foundation has
some exciting developments on the
horizon. “We are in the process of
retooling our programs for charitable
giving cultivating charitable gifts and
bequests,” he says. “Stay tuned.”
15

Hooked on Philanthropy
Hawkins first joined the Bradenton
Kiwanis Club in 1981. “Someone asked
me to attend a meeting, and I was
hooked,” he recalls.
Since then, Hawkins has been involved
with countless Kiwanis Club projects
and co mmit tees as well as other
nonprofits across the communit y.
Over the years, Hawkins has provided
leadership to Just for Girls and Manatee
C ount y Girls Club F oundation. In
addition to serving as president of the
Bradenton Kiwanis Foundation, he has
also served as president of Bradenton
Kiwanis Club.
In 2016, Hawkins received the William
C. Grimes Lifetime Achievement in
Community Service Award. Presented by
the Manatee County Bar Association, this
prestigious award highlights members of
the Bar Association who provide service
to the community through participation
in organizations beyond the scope of
Bench, Bar, and mandatory pro bono
legal services.

Deep Roots in Manatee
A lthough Hawkins wasn’ t born in
Bradenton, he considers Manatee County
his lifelong home. He was only 5-yearsold when his family moved to Bradenton
from Pittsburgh in 1958. “Dad opened a
hardware store in downtown Bradenton
where Keeton’s Office Supply Store is
currently located,” he recalls.
After graduating from Manatee High
School in 1971, Hawkins attended the
University of Southern Mississippi on a full
basketball scholarship, where he served
as team captain his junior and senior
years. He went on to graduate from Ole
Miss Law School in 1978.
Hawkins met his wife, Paula, originally
from Jackson Mississippi, while they
were in college. After they were married,
the couple returned to Manatee County
in 1979, and Hawkins started his law
practice. They have lived in Bradenton
ever since.

W h e n h e’s n ot practicing law o r
volunteering, Hawkins enjoys cooking
Cajun and Creole dishes and camping
- but landscaping is his true passion.
“ When I first moved back to town
and started practicing law, I started a
landscaping consulting business on the

side,” he says. “I have landscaped many
homes and businesses in Bradenton. That
was when I was in my late 20s, early 30s.
Now at the age of 65, I just enjoy working
in my own yard, trying new recipes on the
weekends, and spending time with our
granddaughters.”

Jack and Paula’s daughter, Jennifer
Pullen, also lives in Bradenton with her
husband, Tyler. Jennifer and Tyler have
two daughters.
• For more information about the Bradenton Kiwanis Foundation, visit www.BradentonKF.org
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When it Comes to Heart Health,
Knowledge Can Save Your Life
Heart Attacks Have Beginnings
The early signs of a possible heart attack can occur in
about 50 percent of patients, according to the American
College of Cardiology Foundation. Some of these signs may
occur hours or weeks before an actual heart attack. When
symptoms begin, they can be mild or come and go. Over
time, the symptoms and pain become more intense.
In Caring for the Heart, Prevention Is Crucial
Work in partnership with your physician to take action
against risk factors that can be controlled:

If you experience signs of a possible heart attack, seek
medical attention, or call 911 immediately:
• Chest discomfort (pressure, squeezing, aching or burning)
• Shortness of breath
• Back and shoulder pain, pain that travels down
one or both arms and/or jaw pain
Additional signs of a possible heart attack may include:
• Nausea or vomiting
• Anxiety

• Manage your blood sugar.

• Excessive fatigue or weakness

• Get your blood pressure under control.

• Feeling of fullness

• Lower your cholesterol if it’s too high.
• Lose weight if you are overweight or obese.
• Exercise regularly.
• Learn heart healthy recipes. There are so many!
• If you smoke, quit. Ask your physician about support
groups and resources to help.
• Learn what your family’s medical history may mean for your
heart health.

In addition to providing comprehensive care for your heart, Bradenton Cardiology Center also
provides advanced options. To make an appointment or for more information, call 941.748.2277.

bradentoncardiology.com
316 Manatee Avenue West

8340 Lakewood Ranch Blvd, Ste 290

Bradenton, FL 34205

Bradenton, FL 34202

941.748.2277

941.556.8930
Member of Manatee Physician Alliance
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Source: American College of Cardiology Foundation
For language assistance, disability accommodations and the non-discrimination notice, visit our website. 190460-0264 1/19

Your community heart center... dedicated to the
prevention, detection and treatment of cardiovascular illness.
Bradenton Cardiology Center’s multidisciplinary team of specialists work together to
deliver a wide range of cardiac testing and treatment options. We’ve got you covered
with options extending from traditional to advanced, like:
w The New WATCHMAN™ Implant
w Transcatheter Aortic Valve Replacement (TAVR)
w The MitraClip® Valve Repair System
We even offer patients the convenience of having a 64-slice CT scanner on premises.

Talk to us to learn what options may be right for you. Call 941.748.2277.

Pictured left to right above:

Bruce R. Lipskind, MD, FACC
Daniel E. Friedman, MD, FACC, FHRS
S. Jay Mathews, MD, FS, FACC
James Nguyen, MD, FACC, FSCAI

Aberto E. Montalvo, MD, FACC
Anthony T. Pizzo, MD, FACC
Jeffrey M. Rothfeld, MD, FACC
Eugene M. Parent, MD, FACC

David C. Buck, DO, FACC
Brian W. Holyk, DO
Ruchi Patel, MD

bradentoncardiology.com
316 Manatee Avenue West

8340 Lakewood Ranch Blvd, Ste 290

Bradenton, FL 34205

Bradenton, FL 34205

941.748.2277

941.556.8930

Member of Manatee Physician Alliance
For language assistance, disability accommodations and the non-discrimination notice, visit our website. 190460-0153 1/19

ENHANCED
COMFORT & CARE
WORDS & PICTURES: Jessica Schubick

W

orthopedic surgery - and they recently
refreshed their department to add even
more amenities for their patients and
patients’ families!

Blake Medical Center’s Orthopedic and
Spine Institute is comprised of some of
the area’s most respected doctors and
medical staff specializing in all types of

The award -winning team at Blake
M edical Center’s Or thopedic and
Spine Institute takes a comprehensive
a p p r o a c h t o p a t i e n t c a re . T h e i r
physicians are joined by a professional
team of specially trained nurses,
physical therapists, case managers, and
dietitians to provide a multidisciplinary
methodology for treating patients with
joint replacement surgery. Staff members
are hand-picked for their positive
attitudes, motivational skills, and desire

hether you, your parent, or
grandparent needs to have
elective orthopedic surgery
such as a hip or knee replacement,
you know how important it is to find
the right doctor and the right surgical
center. When everyday activities such
as shopping, housework, golf, or even
simply walking become difficult, you
want to find a place you can trust to get
you back to your favorite activities as
soon as possible.

to provide outstanding service. Their
staff ensures that patients know what to
expect before, during, and after surgery
to reduce anxiety and provide as smooth
a recovery as possible.
As Steve Levy, Blake’s Unit Manager for
Orthopedics, says, “Our whole philosophy
that we’ve really gone with from an inpatient perspective is a wellness concept.
Our patients aren’t sick - they’re here
because they’ve had an elective surgery,
and the best place for them to be is home,
as soon as we can get them there. It’s
really a process change that we’ve gone
through for that. It’s wonderful - patients
are loving it.”

Steve continues: “What we do here on-site
is only a part of what we do overall. This is
only a third of the whole concept, because
our staff is in touch with these people way
before and way after surgery. Patients are
educated beforehand to know what to
expect - and then they have a safety net
after, so it’s really great.”
The Orthopedic and Spine Institute
is designed for comfort and healing.
Patients are urged to wear their own
clothes as soon as possible, and family
members are encouraged to participate
throughout the process. The Institute’s
post-operative unit has been revamped
to meet the needs of patients and their
families following orthopedic surgery. The
unit is located on the third floor in the East
Tower and has 20 suites, in a comfortable
hotel-like setting. The private rooms

feature sleeper sofas or recliners for family
members, televisions, and concierge
service to meet the patients’ needs.
Some of the new amenities in the
department include a refreshed lounge
for patients and families featuring daily
snacks, hot food, and coffee; and a new
gym and physical therapy room where
patients can begin the recovery process
in the company of their loved ones and
other rehabilitating patients.
The staff also added a new chart featuring
a beach scene with each of the patients
represented by baby sea turtles. Each
patient’s sea turtle is moved closer to
the ocean, tracking the steps that the
patient takes, thus monitoring their
progress toward recovery. This small
feature provides some much-needed
encouragement - and even a bit of good-

natured competition - for the patients,
enhancing the healing process.
L aurie H icks, B la ke’s D ire cto r of
Orthopedic Program Development,
serves as a liaison between patients
and doctors for pre-operative and postoperative care. Asked what outcomes
she hopes to see as a result of the
recent changes to the department, she
says: “We’d like to see Blake become
the destination of choice for orthopedic
surgery. So that people want to come
here - not just for specific doctors - but
we want people to say ‘I’m going to Blake’
because that’s where they’ve got to go!
And the patients that have been through
this program, that’s what they’re saying:
‘We’re going out and letting everybody
know how great it is here.’ We want to be
THE choice for Manatee County.”
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P I T T S B U R G H P I R AT E S
SPRING TRAINING
IT ALL BEGINS IN BRADENTON

FEBRUARY • MARCH

FOR PIRATES SPRING TRAINING TICKETS:
pirates.com/springtraining

LECOM PARK
1611 9th Street W.
Bradenton, FL 34205

SEASON TICKETS & GROUP SALES: 941.747.3031
SINGLE GAME TICKETS BY PHONE: 877.893.2827
EMAIL US AT: Spring.Training@pirates.com

Helping Tomorrow’s Farmers
Get a Head Start
Feeding the world is a big job, but thanks to
youth agricultural programs like 4H and FFA,
the future of farming is in good hands. Mosaic is
proud to support organizations like these—and
the young people they serve—at county fairs,
local livestock shows and more.
// Learn more at MosaicCo.com/Florida

You'll feel like family at

Annn Marii Oyster Bar
Visit us online for menu, specials, location info,
& more at OysterBar.net
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LANDSIDE
6906 14th Street West
941.758.7880

CORTEZ
6696 Cortez Road
941.792.0077

ELLENTON
1525 51st Avenue East
941.721.7773

BRIDGE STREET PIER
Bradenton Beach
941.778.AMOB (2662)

We put the “fun” in

FUNDRAISING
• School Events • Graduation Parties
• Spring Festivals • Birthday Parties
• Sports
• Corporate Parties

Kona Ice of Manatee County
scedwards@kona-ice.com | 941.465.0802
www.kona-ice.com
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HORNE & MOON

SOCIAL 2018

PICTURES: Whitney Patton
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MORE THAN JUST
GREAT SHAKES…
WORDS: Kara Chalmers
PICTURES: Whitney Patton

I

n the three-and-a-half years it’s been open, Ellenton’s Shake Station has made a name for itself
as one of the area’s best family restaurants, equally beloved by both kids and adults.

For one, there’s the ice cream, in particular the creamy, thick milkshakes and malts topped with
whipped cream and maraschino cherries. There are 24 flavors of hand-dipped hard ice cream,
several toppings, and vanilla and chocolate soft serve, served in cups or waffle cones. Signatures
include the Shake Station’s root beer float, banana split, and sundaes, which come topped with
whipped cream, nuts and a cherry, as well as “twisters” - soft serve blended with crushed candy
bars or mix-ins like cheesecake or brownie bites.
According to owners Andy and Kalliopi Ameres, the Shake Station’s burgers are also a
huge draw and an offering the couple is proud of. “We built our restaurant around our
burgers,” Andy Ameres said. The burgers, described in one Yelp review
as “everything I dreamed of in a burger: messy, meaty, bacon-y,
cheesy, with some fresh veggies to balance it out,” are
made with hormone-free, grass-fed beef, on a
fresh-baked potato bun.

You can get a double or single, with
chili or bacon. The Cowboy Burger has
barbecue sauce, bacon, onion rings,
and Swiss cheese. The Bluesy Burger
has bacon, grilled onions, and crumbled
blue cheese. There’s a veggie burger,
too. Love beer with your burger? There’s
Budweiser, Bud Light, and Stella Artois
by the glass or pitcher.
Still, notwithstanding its logo - a burger
and shake - the Shake Station offers
much more. On the menu are numerous
salads, wraps, sandwiches, and all-beef
kosher hot dogs (which you can order
with a choice of 14 toppings.) Among the
restaurant’s most popular menu items are
the Fried Green Tomatoes; the Crinkle
Fries, which you can get with cheese
and/or homemade chili; the 301 Nachos
Supreme; and the Fish Tacos, which
come with fried, grilled, or blackened fish,
chipotle lime slaw, tomatoes, cheddar-jack
cheese, and homemade pico de gallo.
The Beer-Battered Fish N Chips is a
Shake Station signature, as is the Apple
Pecan Salad, which features fried, grilled
or blackened chicken, plus apples,
dried cranberries, candied pecans and
crumbled blue cheese over fresh greens.
In the numerous positive reviews of
Shake Station on TripAdvisor
and Yelp, customers
also note the
crispy

tater tots and the fried pickles (spears,
not chips.) There’s a kid’s menu, and daily
specials. The restaurant is open for lunch
and dinner every day.

Serving Up Nostalgia
A ndy A m eres was “raised in the
restaurant business,” as his parents
owned and operated several in
Manatee County, including the Popi’s
Place restaurants. After graduating
from Manatee High School, Ameres
went on to study hospitality management
at Johnson & Wales Universit y in
Providence, Rhode Island.
After that, he worked for a national
restaurant group, first at Houston’s
restaurant on Long Island and then
helping to open a location on Park
Avenue in New York City. In 2001, tired
of the weather up north, Ameres moved
back to Manatee County and opened
a Popi’s Place location in Lakewood
Ranch. He sold it when he opened the
Shake Station in 2015.
For the last three years, the Shake
Station has swept the “Best FamilyFriendly Restaurant” category in the
annual Bradenton Macaroni Kid Gold
Daisy Awards. Macaroni Kid is the
publisher of weekly, local e-newsletters
and websites about family-friendly
events, activities, products, and places.
The Shake Station’s family-friendly
draws (besides the food) include
welcoming and attentive servers,
generous portions, and
cleanliness. Several
high chairs and booster
seats are stacked
against one wall.

But what truly sets Shake Station apart is
its fun and upbeat vibe. Upon entering,
you feel as if you’ve walked into a diner
and ice cream parlor in the 1950s. From
the chrome stools and stainless-steel
counter, to the black and white checked
walls, the design is decidedly retro.
Oldies are played all day, and vintage
tin posters advertising I Love Lucy,
Corvettes, Dubble Bubble Gum, and
other products and entertainment from
the 1950s hang on the walls. Classic car
shows - usually consisting of some 120
cars — are hosted by the restaurant from
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. every second Saturday
of the month.
“I feel like the 50s theme is timeless,”
Ameres said. “I try to keep it as nostalgic
as possible.”
From the road, (US 301 N.), you can’t
miss the restaurant, with its black and
white checked walls, with red trim. On one
corner of the red roof stands a statue of
a 1950s-style cook wearing a black and
white checked apron.
The free-standing, 40-year-old building
used to house the Big L restaurant.
While Andy and Kalliopi kept some of
Big L’s nostalgic, classic car, and route
66-themed decor (such as the mural on
the front exterior wall), they gutted and
completely revamped and updated the
building’s interior. They also repainted
the exterior and added a front deck with
bright red picnic tables with umbrellas
(you can host a party here for up to 50
people.) A walk-up window for ice cream
(or takeout) overlooks the deck.
While the Shake Station’s menu is
completely different from that of its
predecessor, it does offer the “Big L.T.,”
its version of a B.L.T., in its honor.
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Be yourself.
Pinnacle Academy combines the latest research with years of experience to offer an effective, multi-sensory
approach to teaching for students in grades K-12 who think and learn differently.
• Low teacher to student ratio
• Specializing in the Orton-Gillingham, Wilson
Reading Systems® LindaMood Bell approaches to
literacy instruction
• A six-acre campus offering a learning environment
designed to increase self-confidence, attention, focus,
and engagement through a brain-based learning
philosophy
• Building critical thinking, cognitive strategies, and
executive function skills to help students to thrive as
learners in school and in life

• Nurturing student strengths and talents through
special programs including MakerSpace, LEGO
Mindstorms, Film Making, Drama, and Technology
Student Association (TSA)
• Providing support for college and career-bound
students with a fully accredited 24 credit program,
weekly advisory, internships, test prep, and
individualized post-secondary planning
• Fully accredited by the Florida Council for Independent
Schools (FCIS), the Florida Kindergarten Council
(FKC), the Southern Association of Colleges and
School (SACS), AdvancEd, NCAA approved

Lakewood Ranch Campus
6215 Lorraine Road
Bradenton, Florida 34202

Experience the difference at Pinnacle Academy
Now enrolling for Fall 2019
Call to inquire about our Orton-Gillingham Summer programs
www.thepinnacleacademy.com (941) 755-1400

A Step In The Right
WORDS: Dr. Kirstina Ordetx

A

ccording to Florida Senator Gayle Harrell, “Reading is
the most important skill that our students must learn to be
successful. They must learn to read and read to learn.”
Having a family member with dyslexia brought the issue of
struggling readers to the forefront for Harrell, who spearheaded HB
887 and advocated for changes in the law through Florida HB 7069.
Harrell expresses her concern at the rate of third grade students
who have consistently performed below grade-level in reading
over the past years. She is hoping that the new changes, which
became a law in October 2017, will bring both the prevention
and intervention that students with dyslexia desperately need to
become successful, lifelong readers.
Dyslexia is defined by the International Dyslexia Association
(IDA) as “a specific learning disability that is neurobiological
in origin. It is characterized by difficulties with accurate and/
or fluent word recognition and by poor spelling and decoding
abilities. These difficulties typically result from a deficit in the
phonological component of language that is often unexpected in
relation to other cognitive abilities and the provision of effective
classroom instruction.”
Research indicates that for the dyslexic student, IQ and reading
are not linked. In fact, where these students struggle with reading,
they may excel in other areas like problem-solving, STEM, art,
athletics, and music. Although there is no cure for dyslexia, there
are proven methods to help students learn to read with specific
strategies, recognition of spelling pattern and rules, and explicit
instruction of phonetic concepts.
Historically, parents of struggling readers have shared stories
of raising bright and talented children who just could not read.
For several possible reasons, the term dyslexia was infrequently
identified or unsupported by specific services in schools
across our country. Thanks to the unrelenting efforts of dyslexia
advocates and the sponsorship of Senator Harrell, things are
looking up for students who are at risk or identified with dyslexia
in the State of Florida. The highlights in the law include:
• Requires all teachers who provide reading interventions to hold a
reading certificate or endorsement beginning with the 2020-2021 school
year.
• Requires school districts to provide elementary teachers access to
training in effective methods of identifying characteristics of dyslexia.
• Requires statewide screening in kindergarten.
• Amends the core curricula to include evidence-based instruction
including explicit, systematic, and sequential approaches to teaching
phonemic awareness, phonics, vocabulary, fluency, and text
comprehension using multi-sensory strategies.
• Adjusted requirements for renewal of teaching certification to
include 2 college credits of reading instruction.
Today, most states have added specific laws and updated
their education statutes to clearly define dyslexia and provide
guidelines to their school districts on how to identify students
with dyslexia and implement appropriate intervention. This
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Direction...
awareness will prompt support on what has been considered
by many parents as an overlooked disability.
Without proper identification, dyslexia does not often become
evident to others until grade three, the time when students
are expected to read with accuracy and fluency, and a clear
indication exists that some are falling behind in reading. For these
students, what may have started with challenges in recognizing
the relationship between sounds and letters, rhyming, or blending
sounds together to read simple words like ‘cat’, ultimately impacts
all aspects of reading. By grade three, the dyslexic student may
experience impaired self-confidence, poor association with reading,
and social embarrassment in the classroom. Reading aloud, taking
tests, and completing homework can become a daily struggle.
Early identification is key. Intervention in the K-2 school
years can assist students in building a strong foundation for
reading through explicit instruction, better preparing them
to tackle grade-level content and preventing the gap from
widening. In fact, nationally recognized authorities on reading
intervention suggest that even an inexpensive screening
process can identify at-risk children in mid-kindergarten with
85% accuracy and if intervention is not implemented prior to
age 8, the probability of reading challenges into high school is
75%. Findings from screenings can be used to make informed
decisions about intervention and progress monitoring.
One of the International Dyslexia Association’s top advisors,
Dr. Louisa Moats, believes that learning to read is a complex
linguistic achievement, and cannot be addressed in a few short
weekly lessons. She says: “When it comes to dyslexia, access
to specific interventions delivered by highly trained individuals
is critical. Teaching reading is a job for an expert.”
Hence, it is recommended that students who have significant
reading challenges should be evaluated by a professional and
receive the proper attention to develop tools and strategies to
decode words in print at the earliest possible age. However,
we can postulate that the dyslexia-specific language in the
state laws is a step in the right direction and that the universal
screening, improved preparedness of teachers, and a closer
look at scientifically proven interventions will pave the way for a
brighter future for all students.
For more information about dyslexia and the laws in our
state, please visit: dyslexiaida.org/, fl.dyslexiaida.org/, or
www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2017/7069 today!
• Dr. Kirstina Ordetx is a developmental specialist,
who educates and conducts research on instructional
approaches and strategies to help children and adolescents
who face language-based learning differences and related
exceptionalities to overcome their academic and socialemotional challenges. She is the Head of the Pinnacle
Academy and Executive Director of the Therapy and Reading
Center of Lakewood Ranch. Dr. Ordetx is a Certified Dyslexia
Practitioner and a Board Member for the International
Dyslexia Association Florida Chapter.
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MINOR INJURY OR ILLNESS?
No Appointment Necessary
Just Walk In
Three Convenient Locations
Open 7 Days a Week
4647 Manatee Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34209
941.745.5999

9908 State Road 64 East
Bradenton, FL 34212
941.747.8600

6272 Lake Osprey Drive
Sarasota, FL 34240
941.907.2800

manateeurgentcare.com
Proud to be affiliated with Manatee Memorial Hospital and Lakewood Ranch Medical Center
Member of Manatee Physician Alliance
For language assistance, disability accommodations and the non-discrimination notice, visit our website.
Most insurance accepted. 190460-0159 1/19

Be A Foster
Parent!
LOCAL
KIDS NEED
SOMEONE
LIKE YOU.
Classes beginning soon!

866-661-5656
safechildrencoalition.com
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. PIZZA
. SPAGHETTI
. RAVIOLI
. MANICOTTI

. LASAGNA
. SUBS
. GYROS
. SALADS

. WINGS
. FRIES
. BEER
. WINE

941-758-6478
www.DemetriosPizza.com
1720 Cortez Road West . Bradenton

¿NECESITA AYUDA? LLAMA AL

211 is a free 24/7 confidential
helpline that connects you to the
help, support and information
you are looking for.

WAYS TO
CONNECT
CALL 211
Simply dial 211 to connect
TEXT 211
Text your zip code
to 898-211
CHAT or SEARCH
FOR SERVICES ONLINE
211suncoastcares.org

3

211 es una línea de ayuda
confidencial disponible 24/7, que
lo conecta a la ayuda e información.

FORMAS DE
CONECTARSE
LLAME AL 211
Marque 211 para conectarse
TEXTEE
Textea su código postal
al 898-211
CHATEE EN LINEA o
BUSQUE SERVICIOS EN LA WEB

211suncoastcares.org
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Bring Your

PARTY TO LIFE!
• Packages for 15 to 40 or more guests
• All day fun for the whole family
• Food included
• Recognition at animal shows
• Animal interactions
• Reserved seating area
For more information, visit our website or call 941-355-1112 ext. 307

SarasotaJungleGardens.com
®
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3701 Bay Shore Road • Sarasota, FL 34234

BE HEALTHY

BELONG

JOIN
THE Y!

BE
HAPPY

FREE “6 WEEKS TO FITNESS SUCCESS”, Access to all branches and Nationwide
Access, 100+ FREE group exercise classes, State-of-the-art cardio fitness
centers, Swimming Pools, Locker Rooms, FREE Child Care, Water Aerobics,
Youth Sports, Swim Lessons, Camp, and more!

Lakewood Ranch Bradenton Parrish
941-798-9622

Manatee Family YMCA
manateeymca.org
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Holidays

Around the Ranch

PICTURES: Wendy Dewhurst
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Featuring Key Note Speaker Vicky Pitner on
"What's In Your Discipline Toolbox: Creating
Cooperative Kids." This fun, interactive, and
informative session explores the model of
social discipline and focuses on consequences
and encouragement as the keys to effective
discipline.
Breakout Sessions on When You Think of
Inclusion, Think of Me!, Positive Play, Positive
Kids (and Staff!), and MUCH More!
Earn .5 CEUs, Enjoy Lunch, Network with
other Child Care Professionals, Shop Vendors,
and WIN Fantastic Raffle Prizes!

MC
YC
2019
April 13th

8:00am-3:30pm
Manatee Technical College
6305 State Road 70 East
Bradenton, FL 34203
Register Online Today!
www.elc-manatee.org
(Closes April 1, 2019)
$25/person or $40 At Door
CEUs FREE for FLAEYC Members
$48 for Non-members
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For general questions, please call (941) 757-2900 ext. 261.

Contribute to
our Mommy
& Me Drive
benefitting HOPE
Family Services,
Domestic Violence
Survivors

Howard Veltz:
Thank-You
For A Decade
Of Leadership!
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Supporting Manatee’s
Adam Mohammadbhoy
Embarks On New Role As ELC Chairman
WORDS: Jessica Schubick
PICTURE: Whitney Patton

T

he Early Learning Coalition of Manatee County (ELC)
welcomed Adam Mohammadbhoy as the new Chair of the
ELC’s Board of Directors in December 2018. Mr. Mohammadbhoy
was appointed to the position by Governor Rick Scott for a term
ending April 30, 2021.
He succeeds Howard Veltz, who served as Chair of the ELC
for the past 10 years. Of the appointment, Mr. Mohammadbhoy
said: “My primary goal for my tenure as Chair of the ELC is to
continue the success, innovation, and progress that the Coalition
has experienced over the years.”
Mr. Mohammadbhoy, of Bradenton, is an attorney with Harllee
& Bald, P.A. He received his bachelor’s degree from Florida
State University and his juris doctorate from Stetson University.
As a local attorney, he has served on the Judicial Nominating
Committee and the Grievance Committee and is a member of
the Florida Bar, the Manatee County Bar, the Sarasota County
Bar, the Florida Bar Foundation, and the Manatee American
Inn of Court.
Having served as Vice-Chair of the ELC from 2005 – 2013 and
on the Board of Directors since 2016, Mr. Mohammadbhoy is
well-acquainted with the challenging and rewarding work of the
Coalition, noting: “The ELC has a tremendous positive impact on
the success of Manatee County’s youngest learners by providing
school readiness programs to prepare the children of Manatee
County for school and to involve the child’s parents and family
in the process.”
Paul Sharff, ELC Chief Executive Officer, said: “We are delighted
to welcome Adam Mohammadbhoy as Board Chair. We thank
Governor Scott for his wise selection. Mr. Mohammadbhoy has
been an exceptional advocate for early learning as a board
member and we look forward to his leadership as we strive to
enhance the lives of our local children.”
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Howard Veltz and new Chair Adam Mohammadbhoy

Youngest Learners

ELC Board of Directors

Mr. Sharff added: “We must also express our tremendous
gratitude to Howard Veltz for his decade of service to the ELC
and to Manatee County’s children. He has been a true asset to
our organization and our community.”
In addition to his involvement with the ELC, Mr. Mohammadbhoy
has also been fortunate to support other organizations, such as
Big Brothers Big Sisters. Professionally, his firm has supported
a number of local charities and organizations. Asked what
inspires his commitment to young children in Manatee County,
Mr. Mohammadbhoy said: “Being a parent and product of the
public-school system inspires my commitment to support the
education and care of the children in Manatee County. As a child,
I recognized the value of having my parents serve as my first and
most important teacher. My wife and I have embraced that role
with our own children, and their success inspires me to support
the education and care of the children we serve.”

Deb Ludwig retires after eight years of service.

He continued: “The School Readiness and VPK programs
administered by the ELC in Manatee County have an exceptional
track record. Moreover, our Coalition has become a benchmark for
other Coalitions in our state.” Mr. Mohammadbhoy also hopes the
community is aware of the important work done by the ELC, noting:
“Initiatives like NEXTGEN Family Magazine, Deputy Friendly’s
Book Club, the STEAM Machine, the Wave Fitness Program,
and PEARLS (Preschool Emergency Alert Response Learning
System) are programs that exhibit the dedication, commitment,
care, and hard work of all those at the ELC. The Community should
be aware and proud of the efforts by the Coalition to educate, care
for, and keep safe the children of Manatee County.”
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Childcare Provider Directory

44

A Child's Galaxy Preschool
4417 20th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34207
941-755-6302

Boys And Girls Club at Harllee Middle
6423 9th Street East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-751-7027

A Growing Start Childcare Center, LLC
525 3rd Street East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-896-9750

Boys And Girls Club at Lincoln Memorial Middle
305 17th Street East
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-721-6840

A Little Schoolhouse Christian Academy
11740 U.S Highway 301 North
Parrish, FL 34219
941-776-1973

Boys And Girls Club at Oneco Elementary
5214 22nd Street Court East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-751-7018

A Plus Growing Academy
800 10th Avenue West
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-722-0797

Boys And Girls Club at Orange Ridge-Bullock Elementary
400 30th Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-741-3325

A Readiness Learning Academy
9045 59th Avenue Circle East
Bradenton, FL 34202
941-727-9354

Boys And Girls Club Palmetto
1600 10th Street West
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-722-1268

A Readiness Learning Academy 2
6130 SR 70 East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-752-4927

Boys And Girls Club at Rodgers Garden-Bullock Elementary
515 13th Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-209-7540

Adventures In Learning
712 61st Street East
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-722-1816

Boys And Girls Club at Southeast High
1200 37th Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-741-3366

All Gods Children
11107 Palmbrush Trail
Bradenton, FL 34202
941-739-2776

Bradenton Christian School West
1305 43rd Street West
Bradenton, FL 34209
941-404-4491

Anna Maria Island Community Center
407 Magnolia Avenue
Anna Maria, FL 34216
941-778-1908

Bradenton Early Learning Academy
7700 Cortez Road West
Bradenton, FL 34210
941-216-3305

Bella Rose Learning Center
708 32nd Avenue East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-749-2800

Bright Beginnings Academy
614 10th Street West
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-479-7910

Bible Baptist Church Academy
1750 6th Avenue West
Unit 101
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-479-4958

Bright Futures Daycare & Preschool, LLC
1617 26th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-251-5436

Boys And Girls Club DeSoto
5231 34th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34210
941-758-3828
Boys And Girls Club at Daughtrey Elementary
515 63rd Avenue East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-751-7023

Capokids Martial Arts Preschool
11534 Palmbrush Trail
Bradenton, FL 34202
941-922-4520
Centers For Success, Inc.
7727 17th Street Court East
Tallevast, FL 34270
941-822-8952
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A BRIGHT START

For Reading Success
WORDS & PICTURES: Jessica Schubick

T

he Nemours Reading BrightStart!
Program for Early Literacy Success
(N R B S!) is dedicated to the
prevention of reading failure in young
children. The Early Learning Coalition
of Manatee County (ELC) implemented
NRBS! in childcare centers locally
in November 2015. At that time, nine
centers and 17 classrooms were involved
in the launch of the program, impacting
220 students.
The program has not only proven
successful in combatting reading failure in
Manatee County’s children, but it has been
growing in popularity as well! This year, the
NRBS! program is in 46 classrooms at 19
centers. Seven of these centers are new to
the program this year, including three new
locations at schools within the Manatee
County School District.
Started in 2005 through the generous
funding of the Nemours Foundation
(a large pediatric health system), the
NRBS! program utilizes a unique and
highly effective instructional curriculum
to assist in closing the reading readiness
achievement gap for struggling, diverse,
young learners, before they enter
elementary school. NRBS! promotes
reading success for all children through
innovative, evidence-based early literacy
programs, tools, and services. The
NRBS! instructional programs, designed
to benefit children struggling with these
skills, have helped thousands of young
children in classrooms across the country.

Success in Manatee County
Research based on Manatee County’s
NRBS! participants in the 2017-2018
school year confirmed that the program
has been remarkably successful in
helping local children struggling with
literacy skills. In the fall of that school
year, 261 children from 18 classrooms
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were given early literacy screening
assessments. Based on the standard
score cut-off, 119 of those children
qualified for NRBS! instruction, which
was delivered by their teachers. Following
the completion of the NRBS! instruction
during the school year, the children were
re-tested. The results were conclusive:

• The average standard score of

children who received N R B S!
instruction went from 78.49 (indicative
of reading readiness skills in the atrisk range) to an average score of
97.42 (indicative of reading readiness
skills in the average range).

• None of the children who qualified

for and received NRBS! instruction
met the standard benchmark at
the initial testing in the fall; at postinstructional testing 87% of them met
the benchmark.

Across all measures, children who
received N R B S! instruction made
substantial gains in their reading
readiness skills. This was the third year
of implementation of the NRBS! program
in Manatee County and student literacy
growth increased each year, growing from
72% of students meeting the benchmark
upon completion of the program in the
first year to 87% of students meeting
the benchmark last year. Data collected
indicates that students who receive
NRBS! instruction are better prepared
for foundational reading and for the
expectations of kindergarten.
How It Works
To get started, the ELC provides an
intense, hands-on, twelve-hour training to
each teacher who plans on implementing
the program. After successful completion
of the course, the ELC then presents
each instructor with a Nemours Reading
BrightStart! Lesson Plan Kit, Manipulatives
Kit, and book set. Each teacher is assigned
a coach to serve as an essential resource
throughout the program. The curriculum’s
structure encourages teachers to use a
variety of multisensory strategies to reach
each child by targeting their individual
learning preferences.
The NRBS! Lesson Plan welcomes
movement and demands active
participation from both the instructor and
the student. A Manatee County School

District VPK teacher says: “The program
design allows me, as a teacher, to use a
variety of instructional methods: reading
aloud, writing activities, kinesthetic
activities and creative arts to help students
embrace the learning.”
Children are grouped by ability, so
students on similar skill levels work on
lessons together in groups of no more
than four at a time. The program is
currently implemented in both threeyear-old and VPK classrooms, with the
three-year-old classroom lessons being
slightly modified for their developmental
level. While only a portion of students in
each classroom qualify for the NRBS!
instruction, teachers are welcome to
use the lesson plans and manipulatives
with all their students – and because of
the success of the program, a majority
choose to use NRBS! classroom-wide.
While the NRBS! program is new to
the seven classrooms from the School
District this year, Early Learning Specialist
Beth Severson says their teachers are
embracing the program: “Teachers
advocate for the Nemours program for
several reasons. First, it designs an
instructional sequence that includes the
seven components of the Four-Year Old
Standards for Language and Literacy
(listening & understanding, speaking,
vocabulary, sentences and structure,
conversation, emergent reading and
emergent writing). Also, rather than
focusing on discrete skills in isolation,
students are using language and literacy
in a variety of meaningful contexts.”
Janet Hamstra, Director of Sunshine
Academy & Daycare in Bradenton says:
“NRBS! provides direct, structured

instruction on literacy components,
alphabet knowledge, phonics,
comprehension, language development
– all of those literacy skills.” She adds:
“It’s a great tool for our English language
learners – it helps those students who
come in already behind the other children
because they are dual language speakers.
It really sets them on pace with the other
children who have already mastered
the language, at an age-appropriate
level. A year of Nemours and VPK is
going to make a world of difference in
their kindergarten readiness and their
kindergarten experience.”
Why It Works
Susan Miller Kelly, an Instructional Support
Coach at the ELC who trains and supports
the NRBS! classroom instructors says:
“I think there are several reasons why it
works. First, that it’s done in a small group
of no more than four children at a time.
Second, it incorporates multimodality – it
has kinesthetic, auditory, visual, and tactile
approaches. Third, it’s a no-fail system
for both the students and teachers – the
teachers can’t fail in the administration of
the program, because it’s all right there for
them. It’s a self-contained kit.”
She continued: “The lessons are very
short, too. They may work on lessons
four or five times a week with each group
and each lesson is only 10 to 15 minutes
long, so it keeps the children’s attention.”
Beth Severson adds: “Teachers report
the hands-on nature of the activities is
engaging and motivational for students.
Four-year-old’s learn best when tasks are
interactive and playful, and the Nemours
Program designs activities accordingly.”
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components that are important for their
students to succeed.”
Beth Severson also reported that students
are acquiring a variety of literacy skills
with increased confidence, explaining:
“From print knowledge and phonological
awareness to language production, the
variety of tasks with repetition is enhancing
students’ literacy achievement.”

Additionally, ELC Support Coach Megan
Smith says: “The verbiage and repetition
used throughout the entire sequence of
the lessons is really big for the instructors.
And without having that language right in
front of them in the Lesson Plan Kit, that
might be lost. Also, the flexibility of the
program allows the instructors to have
ownership of the lessons, but at the same
time they are still hitting on those key

ELC Instructional Support Coach Danielle
Destefano explained: “I think having the
support of the coaches makes a big
difference. Sometimes just to have a
different face in the classroom helps, or
to be able to help the teachers and say,
‘What can we do for you? We’ll come in,
we’ll model for you in whatever way you
need us.’” Manatee County is currently
the only county in the state of Florida that
uses coaches not only to train instructors,
but to offer continued support through
observation and guidance in implementing
the program instruction to ensure that it is
being executed with fidelity.
The ELC of Manatee County also offers
additional support to NRBS! instructors
through a Facebook Group page where
instructors can share ideas and strategies,
and through “Community of Practice”
meetings where the ELC coaches and

NRBS! classroom instructors come
together to share ideas about what’s
working.
The Instructional Support Coaches at
the ELC also believe that working with
the students in small groups offers the
teachers much-needed time for individual
attention with the students. They have
observed that this this individual or
small group time helps teachers to
identify possible learning concerns, visual
impairments, and behavioral issues with
students. Janet Hamstra of Sunshine
Academy explains: “Communication is so
important. Behavior skills are important,
social skills are important – but if the
language isn’t there, that’s usually when
the behavioral issues come.”
Yvonne Albritton, a VPK instructor
at Sunshine Academy and Daycare,
summarizes the benefits of NRBS!: “The
program works because it teaches with
consistency in activities, has multisensory
activities to reinforce lessons with
children, and appeals to different learning
styles through visual, auditory, tactile,
and kinesthetic applications. These
approaches benefit my students because
they all learn differently. It allows them to
experience the lesson rather than just sit
through it, and their retention is higher.”

NRBS! INSTRUCTOR QUOTES
Sunshine Academy & Daycare:
This sets the students up for success in kindergarten. Learning their letters and their syllables and their sounds right
now is setting them up for success in the future.
As a teacher, it’s helped my self-esteem. Seeing the students grow and learn, it’s boosted me up. The first year, I
struggled a little bit – but this is my fourth year with the NRBS! program and I don’t see myself teaching without it.
Watching the students grow and learn has definitely been a success for me.
I love having a coach and someone to help me who says: “If you need anything, I’m here.” And having other teachers
here who are in the program who I can ask about their kids. The support system is really helpful.
Our ELC contacts are an excellent source of encouragement, cheering us and the children on to success. We can
discuss any concerns, successes, and needs with them and have support.
School District of Manatee County:
Students are recognizing personal and friends’ names and identifying more letters in the alphabet.
I have seen an increase in focus and attentiveness which is increasing students’ acquisition of foundational literacy
skills. Several students are recognizing and naming letters much more quickly!
It provides age-appropriate lessons while using various learning modalities that keep students engaged and learning.
I am currently using more kinesthetic methods when introducing new material to ALL of my students.
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Manatee Community Baby Shower

Pregnant women and families with babies up to one-year-old in Manatee County are
invited to join us for a FREE morning of fun, education, and prizes!

Saturday, April 6, 2019
10:00am-12:00pm
The Boys & Girls Club Palmetto
1600 10th Street West
Palmetto, FL 34221
Explore Local Resources
Enjoy Refreshments
Receive Safe Sleep, Nutrition &
Breastfeeding Information
Win Prizes & Much MORE!

For more information call (941) 708-8495

Children's Nest of Manatee, Inc.
5051 26th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34207
941-753-9024

Ellenton United Methodist Preschool
3607 US Highway 301 North
Ellenton, FL 34222
941-722-2318

Community Christian School
5500 18th Street East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-756-8748

Faith Preschool of Faith UCC
4850 SR 64 East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-746-7895

Core Early Education And Learning
605 13th Avenue West
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-729-9069

Family Life Community School
3301 Moccasin Wallow Road
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-792-7911

Countryside Academy For Children
5807 18th Avenue East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-747-3044

First For Kids Children's Christian Center
603 11th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-748-0824

Creative Kids Connection
408 75th Street Northwest
Bradenton, FL 34209
941-794-8687

Foundation For Dreams
16110 Dream Oaks Place
Bradenton, FL 34212
941-746-5659

DC's Child Care Center
5105 26th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-746-6090

Free To Grow Academy
915 14th Street East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-773-5062

Doodle Bugs! Children's Learning Academy
11015 Passage Drive
Bradenton, FL 34211
(941) 757-0330

Future Leaders Large Family Childcare Home
1018 35th Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-746-6305

Dougherty Family Day Care Home
607 65th Avenue Drive West
Bradenton, FL 34207
941-758-1384

Growing Hands Learning Center
5743 69th Street East
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-845-4873

Drake Family Day Care Home
4215 Fairfax Drive East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-807-9506

Happy Cubs
6207 21st Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34209
941-798-6173

Drama Kids International
Multiple locations in Sarasota & Bradenton
941-922-8121

Happy Go Lucky
1606 55th Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34207
941-752-4608

Easter Seals of Southwest Florida
350 Braden Avenue
Sarasota, FL 34243
941-355-7637
Education Time
5165 33rd Street East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-753-7332
Ellen Meade Studios, Inc.
1323 63rd Avenue East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-755-1757

50

Hawkins, Vanessa Family Day Care Home
439 47th Street West
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-405-2405
House of JBaby's Childcare
5304 7th Street East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-226-1967
Imagine Charter School at North Manatee
9275 49th Avenue East
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-981-5345

In The Beginning Learning Center
5503 12th Street East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-567-6106

Kidzone Preschool
116 27th Avenue East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-746-2727

It's A Small World, Inc. Daycare & Preschool
900 3rd Street East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-405-4532

La Petite Academy 37th
4301 37th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-756-5227

Johnson Family Day Care Home
2403 Lehigh Avenue
Bradenton, FL 34207
941-242-1831

La Petite Academy SR 70
6919 53rd Avenue East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-753-2336

Joy Learning & Development Academy
2515 37th Street East
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-721-0684

La Petite Academy Vintage Road
4507 Vintage Drive
Sarasota, FL 34243
941-355-7677

Jump Start Preschool of the Arts
11005 Passage Drive
Bradenton, FL 34211
941-747-8900

Lake Manatee Childcare
25916 State Road 64 East
Myakka City, FL 34251
941-322-0330

Kiddie Academy of Lakewood Ranch
4225 Concept Court
Bradenton, FL 34211
941-727-9072

Lane, Barbara Family Day Care Home
602 31st Avenue East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-746-1774

Kids Academy Plus 57th
1415 57th Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34207
941-727-1841

Laugh N Learn Academy LLC
5233 4th Avenue Circle East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-405-4998

Kids Academy Plus 38th
5415 38th Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34209
941-792-3678

Learning Unlimited
6210 17th Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34209
941-794-5838

Kids Academy Plus HL
4635 26th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34207
941-524-1045

Learning With Love
2712 47th Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34207
941-751-4989

Kids Club Child Development & Education Center
3700 26th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-751-4182

Let's Learn Early Childhood Center
2118 1st Street West
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-567-4279

Kids On The Rock
1401 14th Avenue West
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-729-4567

Lil' Angels Daycare Inc.
1415 7th Avenue East
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-729-0442

Kids R Kids 4 Florida
11520 Palmbrush Trail
Lakewood Ranch, FL 34202
941-727-9990

Little Einstein's Academy
3631 Tallevast Road
Bradenton, FL 34243
941-894-6505

Kidz Learning Steps
1425 10th Avenue East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-538-0231

Little People's Place
374 Scott Avenue
Sarasota, FL 34243
941-355-8741
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Love Comes First Preschool & Child Care Center
8630 SR 70 East
Bradenton, FL 34202
941-755-7800

Pathways To Learning LLC
1300 Manatee Avenue East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-896-8804

Loving Hands Daycare
1204 60th Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34207
941-755-6306

Pathways To Learning 15th
1050 15th Street East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-896-8802

Manatee United Methodist Preschool
315 15th Street East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-750-6739

Plasencia, Teresa
Rayitos De Sol Daycare Home
1019 61st Avenue Drive East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-580-4347

Mini Me Kids Daycare
1902 26th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-254-4940
Mini Me Kids Learning Center, LLC
3005 26th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-254-4940
Morgan Family Day Care Home
2809 8th Street Court West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-745-2401
My First Steps of Bradenton, Inc.
3815 26th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-727-5511
Myakka Early Learning Center, Inc.
37190 Singletary Road
Myakka City, FL 34251
941-322-2605
Nana's Preschool Center
1716 53rd Avenue East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-666-8558
Next Generation Academy, Inc.
4635 26th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34207
941-251-2491
Our Kids West
2425 38th Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-752-1715
Palma Sola Early Learning Academy
7315 1st Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34209
941-795-0788
Palmetto Youth Center
501 17th Street West
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-722-0783
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Precious Jewels Academy
2700 Leon Avenue
Sarasota, FL 34234
941-360-1122
Primary Prepatory of Bradenton
2506 12th Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-746-4816
Primrose School Lakewood Ranch Town Center
9127 Town Center Parkway
Bradenton, FL 34202
941-373-6363
Puppy Patch Preschool
1116 35th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-748-6648
Reaching For The Stars Academy
2239 14th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-748-3901
Sandman Preschool And Academy
924 Wilmerling Avenue
Sarasota, FL 34243
941-755-2591
School District of Manatee County
Professional Support Center
2501 63rd Avenue East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-751-6550
School For Constructive Play, Inc.
302 Pine Avenue
Anna Maria, FL 34216
941-778-2210
Smarty Pants Preschool
832 62nd Street Circle East
Suite 101
Bradenton, FL 34208

Literacy for
T

he Early Learning Coalition of Manatee County, Inc (ELC)
was delighted to complete our seventh annual ‘Literacy
for the Holidays’ campaign that saw almost 7,600 books
distributed to Manatee County children during the month of
December 2018.
This important initiative was designed to promote literacy and
to raise awareness to parents and families of how crucial it is to
interact and read with children from an early age.
The books were distributed to 131 pre-schools and Elementary
schools that offer School Readiness and VPK (Voluntary PreKindergarten) programs through the ELC.
Sharon Oakes, ELC Chief Operations Officer, said: “For the
seventh successive year our Literacy for the Holidays program
proved to be a huge success.
“We are already planning to make the December 2019 holiday
season book giveaway an even bigger event as we continue to
highlight the importance of literacy and reading with children from
an early age.”
Ana Rodriguez, ELC Early Literacy Coordinator, added: “By giving
our young readers the opportunity for early literacy we are raising
strong future leaders.”
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the Holidays!
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Smarty Pants Preschool 2
904 43rd Street West
Bradenton, FL 34209
941-896-4796
Smiling Faces Academy, Inc.
5302 1st Street East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-756-1234
Smiling Faces Junior Academy, Inc.
1720 11th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-747-3925
Sprouts Child Development Center
14305 Covenant Way
Bradenton, FL 34202
941-907-7333
Stars of Love Childcare 1, LLC
404 60th Avenue Drive East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-739-7779
Step Up Suncoast
Rise & Shine Early Learning Morton Clark
1707 15th Street East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-750-6667
Step Up Suncoast
Rise & Shine Early Learning Palmetto
1315 2nd Avenue West
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-750-6667
Step Up Suncoast
Rise & Shine Early Learning Palm View Elementary
6025 Bayshore Road
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-750-6667
Step Up Suncoast
Rise & Shine Early Learning Parkland
6432 Parkland Drive
Sarasota, FL 34243
941-750-6667
Step Up Suncoast
Rise & Shine Early Learning Pine Village
1103 56th Avenue Drive East
Bradenton, FL 34203
941-750-6667
Step Up Suncoast
Rise & Shine Early Learning West Bradenton
2531 9th Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-750-6667
Sunny Daze Preschool East
9922 SR 64 East
Bradenton, FL 34212
941-750-0042

Sunshine Academy & Daycare
2520 43rd Street West
Bradenton, FL 34209
941-794-3143

Trinity Children's Center
3200 Manatee Avenue East
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-748-8608

Sunshine's School of Fish
5715 26th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34207
941-580-4954

Wee Care Christian Academy
10540 Hamilton Way
Myakka City, FL 34251
941-322-6409

The Goddard School
14534 Arbor Green Trail
Lakewood Ranch, FL 34202
941-752-6600

Woodland Early Childhood Center
9607 SR 70 East
Bradenton FL, 34202
941-753-8588

The Learning Experience Lakewood Ranch
14425 Arbor Green Trail
Bradenton, FL 34202
941-251-4046

Wright, May Dixon FCCH
Learning and Caring
1016 31st Street East
Palmetto FL 34221
941-721-0232

The Myakka City Community Center
10070 Wauchula Road
Myakka City, FL 34251
941-322-8114
Thompson Academy LLC
1212 43rd Street West
Bradenton, FL 34209
941-748-2162

YMCA Manatee Family
3805 59th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34209
941-798-9622

Tiny Tots University
930 9th Street Drive West
Palmetto, FL 34221
941-723-9072
TLC Day Care Center
3407 17th Street Court East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-748-4799
Toad Hall Children's Center of Bradenton
4004 8th Avenue Drive West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-746-3951
Toddler's Ark FCCH
711 36th Avenue East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-879-2407

Childcare Resource & Referral
(941) 757-2910

Toddler's Inn Child Care Center
2611 9th Street East
Bradenton, FL 34208
941-746-4631
Toddlers Learning & Growing Academy LLC
1017 5th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-281-2523
Tree Of Life Preschool
2200 26th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-747-1756
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WHAT IS A LISP?
WORDS: Jennifer Colombo, M.S., CCC-SLP
Speech Language Pathologist

T

here are different types of articulation difficulties that children
may experience - a common speech error is the “lisp.”

What is a Lisp?

A lisp usually refers to a person’s difficulty producing the /s/ and
/z/ sounds because of incorrect tongue placement. The tongue
may be sticking out between the front teeth, or the sides of the
tongue may not be high enough or tense enough in the mouth.
Both articulation errors result in sound distortions.
There are two different types of lisps - the frontal and lateral.
What is the difference?

An interdental (frontal) lisp occurs when the tongue sticks out
between the front teeth. This is often caused by a tongue thrust
pattern of swallowing. It results in errors making /s/ and /z/ sound
like “th” (e.g., yeth/yes). A lateral lisp occurs when air escapes
over the sides of the tongue. A lateral lisp often sounds “wet” or
“slushy” because you can hear the sounds of saliva. In young
children, a frontal lisp is often a developmental distortion.
This means that it may improve on its own as a child develops
new sounds. Therefore, a speech-language pathologist may
wait to provide intervention for this error until a child is seven or
eight years of age. A lateral lisp is not a developmental distortion.
Treatment can begin around four and a half years of age for a
child with a lateral lisp.
There are many different considerations and treatments for
lisps. What can I do to help my child speak more clearly?

An assessment by a speech-language pathologist is a great
start. They will complete an evaluation of your child’s oral motor
structures, functions, as well as sound productions. Often,
management of a tongue thrust requires a team of professionals
that may include a dentist, orthodontist, physicians, and speech
language pathologist.
The team will look at variables that include: 1) anatomical
differences (high narrow palatal vaults), 2) malocclusions
(positioning of the teeth), 3) restricted frenulums (tongue tied), 4)
oral behaviors (thumb sucking, pacifiers, teeth grinding, mouth
breathers), 5) medical conditions (obstructions to the airway,
upper respiratory complications), and 6) swallowing functions
that may cause a more forward tongue position due to a reverse
swallow pattern.
With a thorough assessment, a speechlanguage pathologist can ma ke the
appropriate referrals if necessary. They can
then initiate a treatment plan to remediate a
lisp and achieve smooth, accurate, speaking
patterns.
Jennifer Colombo, M.S., CCC-SLP
Owner of Therapeutic Potentials, Inc.
www.TPIKids.com
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(Left to Right) Sandy Law - Chair, 2019 Gala “For the Love of Children”, Kris Gause - Club Treasurer, Bea Moran - Club Recording Secretary,
Nora Partenheim, Debbie Iaboni - Club VP, Marianne Barnebey, Barbara Lodwig - Co-chair, 2019 Gala, Krista Bloomberg - Club President

For The Love Of Children
After nearly a century, Service Club of Manatee County
continues to change young lives

WORDS: Amy Bell
PICTURES: Whitney Patton

S

ince 1927, a very special group of women has been hard
at work transforming the lives of Manatee County children.
Service Club of Manatee County, a nonprofit organization,
is a united group of women who share a common goal: To
raise and distribute funding for the support and well-being of
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local children who are in need of food, shelter, clothing, health
services, and education. After nearly a century of generosity,
this organization is still on a mission to change children’s lives.
Today, the Service Club includes 40 active members and more
than 100 sustaining members.

A Long History of Giving

In the late 1920s, Manatee County was a small community
struggling through the Florida Depression, which hit a couple of
years before the Great Depression. At the time, Ballard Primary
School was the one and only elementary school in Bradenton. A
group of Manatee County women noticed many children coming
to school without lunches. These concerned ladies banded
together to make sandwiches and bake cookies, which they
delivered confidentially to the school for those children. Thus,
the Service Club of Manatee County was born.
When the school lunch program became part of the Manatee
County school system in the 1940s, these determined women
turned their focus to providing lunch money, clothes, and shoes
for needy children in the community. The Service Club started
organizing fundraising activities, from bridge parties, luncheons,
and teas to golf tournaments, fashion shows, and rummage sales.
After World War II, the federal government assumed responsibility
for the school lunch program. Even so, the Service Club still felt
compelled to help local children. This is when they decided to
assist youngsters at Children’s Haven (now called The Haven),
a local center for developmentally disabled children.
In the following years, the Club saw a dire need for healthcare for
disadvantaged children. Local dentists and physicians agreed
to provide dental care and eyeglasses and even tonsillectomies
for underprivileged children—all thanks to the Service Club of
Manatee County.
Over the past nine decades, the Club has continued to grow right
along with Manatee County. The group has come a long way
since it was first founded in 1927, but their mission still remains
the same: to change the lives of the community’s children.
“The Club has a long and well-respected history of working to
provide focused support to local agencies whose work directly
impacts the lives of the children of Manatee County,” says Janet
Schmoll, Chair, Guest Experience for Service Club of Manatee
County. “We offer our creativity, many hours of work, and
ultimately our hearts for the love of children.”
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In 2018 alone, the Service Club distributed $116,000 to 31 organizations across the
county, including Boys & Girls Clubs of Manatee County, The Early Learning Coalition
of Manatee County, Foundation for Dreams, Inc., Manatee Children’s Services,
Pace Center for Girls, Turning Points and Young Life - just to name a few. “Each
organization completed an extensive application and was visited by one or two
Service Club members who learned more about each charity,” explains Schmoll.
“This information was then shared at a Grants Committee meeting where a final
determination of the grants was made.”
Krista Bloomberg, current president of the Service Club of Manatee County,
reflects on the long, passionate history of the organization. “In 1927, it all began
with a vision: to serve local underprivileged children,” she says. “Our founding
members set out to change children’s lives by providing lunches for local children
in need. Sadly, today this indigence extends far beyond lunches.” Today, 21 percent
of Manatee County children under the age of 18 are living in poverty.
“Assisting me in achieving our goal are 39 amazing women,” Bloomberg adds.
“Each one has a specific objective, and each brings a diversity of thought, talent,
and passion to our Club. I am extremely proud of our Service Club Active
and Sustaining Members who continue to strengthen this legacy and honor
those women who served before us.”

For the Love of Children:

Elegant Gala for a Great Cause
For the past 53 years, Service Club of Manatee County has held an annual
Charity Antiques Show, which has been the chief source of funds for the
organization’s grants. Now named For the Love of Children Gala, this fundraising
event has evolved into an elegant evening gala, featuring catered food and drink and a
one-of-a-kind silent auction.
This year, For the Love of Children will be held on Saturday, March 9, 2019, at the Manatee
Performing Arts Center in Bradenton. This sophisticated celebration will showcase delicious
dishes from Pier 22, an open bar, a six-piece band, dancing, a live auction, a wine raffle, and
a silent auction with an array of unique offerings up for bid. Tickets cost $100 per person and
seating will be limited to 325 people. Purchase tickets online at ManateeServiceClub.com or
email manateeserviceclub@gmail.com.
“Once again, all money raised through this event will be donated to groups responding to the
needs of Manatee County children,” emphasizes Schmoll. “We hope you will join us in support of
the local children’s charities of Manatee County by purchasing tickets to our Charity Gala,
visiting our Hidden Treasure’s Booth located at the Manatee Performing Arts Center,
making a donation, or becoming a corporate sponsor.”
“In addition to the funds raised at the gala, the Service Club also receives grants
from several community organizations who support our mission and our process
of distributing these funds to children,” Schmoll explains. “Many businesses and
individuals also contribute in the form of sponsorships which range from $500 to
$10,000. The Service Club is grateful to these donors and the trust they place in
our process to fund organizations that benefit the county’s children, from birth to 18
years of age.”
Bloomberg says the Service Club of Manatee County could not survive and thrive
without the generous support of local donors. “I am honored to lead and work with such
an amazing team, but nothing we do would be possible without a strong community
supporting our mission,” Bloomberg adds. “Thank you for your continued support!”

• For more information or to purchase tickets to the For the Love of Children
charity gala, visit ManateeServiceClub.com.

Discover the credit union difference.
Achieva Credit Union strives to change lives for GOOD by providing financial
guidance and solutions to our members at every stage of life.

EVERYONE IS WELCOME TO APPLY

All residents in the counties we serve are eligible to become a member

Visit your local branch to get started
3000 Bee Ridge Road Sarasota
941.907.4000 I achievacu.com
Membership restrictions apply. Insured by the NCUA.

MPAC Presents

Sponsored by:
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Fairy Tale Follies 2018

PICTURES: Wendy Dewhurst
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Friday, March 22, 2019 | 6 pm-10 pm
RAFFLE • OPEN BAR • LIVE AUCTION
SILENT AUCTION • DELICIOUS FOOD • LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Grove Ballroom
10670 Boardwalk Loop
Lakewood Ranch, FL 34202

Benefiting

TICKETS & SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE AT

bidpal.net/tropicalnights19

Sweet Messages

For Valentine’s Day
M

y kids and I enjoy making handmade crafts for the
various holidays, and Valentine’s Day is no exception.
In the past we have created cards, bumblebees out of hearts,
and most recently my daughter worked on an activity with foam,
ribbons, a craft stick, as well as a picture with sweet messages
inspired by a popular Valentine’s Day candy.
This craft is simple to assemble since it doesn’t require glue to
hold it together, however it carries lots of meaning with a photo
of your child along with heartfelt words in their own handwriting.
If you would like to create your own Sweet Messages Photo Craft
with your family, you will need the following:
- Printed photo
- Various colors of foam sheets
- White sheet of paper
- Jumbo craft stick
- Ribbon
- Hole punch
- Pen
- Safety scissors
- Optional: Glitter glue

Directions:
To get started, first order a recent print of your child, or utilize a
school photo. Next, use the white paper to cut out a heart large
enough to cover the face on the photo. Also, cut out smaller
hearts to use as a template on the various pieces of foam.
Once the white hearts are ready, use the larger heart to trace
over the head of your child’s photo with the pen. Then, cut this
shape out.
Next, repeat the tracing with the smaller hearts on the pieces
of foam. My daughter ended up tracing four smaller hearts and
cutting those out. Then, use the hole punch on the sides of the
photo heart as well as the foam hearts.

WORDS & PICTURES:
Carlee Colonneso

Tip: Although we used pinks and red for our foam hearts there
are many possibilities. Feel free to change the colors based on
your child’s preferences (blue, green, yellow, etc.) as well as the
number of photos for additional children.

My daughter then started to write out special messages with the
pen on both sides of her hearts. In addition, once she finished
her foam hearts she also added “Happy Valentine’s Day 2019”
on the back of the photo.
Of course, all these messages can be changed based on
your family’s own ideas, however, I suggest writing them out
in advance just in case your child doesn’t know how to spell
the words.
Examples of my daughter’s messages included:
“Sweetheart”
“XXOO”
“Love You”
“Cutie”
Once finished, she decided to add glitter glue allowing each side
to dry first before applying again. After the hearts completely
dried, we cut out various lengths of ribbon and tied it to the
hearts through the holes. Then, these were tied to the craft stick.
To finish, a ribbon was tied to both ends of the craft stick with
enough space so that it could be hung over a door knob. This
also prevents the other ribbons from sliding off.
As you can see, this activity created something adorable and
would make a great gift for a grandparent or a fun decoration to
have in your home for the holiday.
I hope you find inspiration in this activity and enjoy recreating
this Sweet Messages for Valentine’s Day Photo Craft with your
own family.

Carlee Colonneso is a wife, and stay at home mother of three.
She is a graduate of the University of South Florida and author of
funlearninglife.com. Her website is a lifestyle blog that centers
on family, crafts, recipes, and frugal living.

69

WIN TWO BRADENTON MARAUDERS SEASON TICKETS!
NEXTGEN has teamed up with the Bradenton Marauders to offer
one lucky Kindergarten through 5th grade winner the chance to
land TWO season tickets for the 2019 campaign at LECOM Park.
This fabulous prize is worth $700 and is a must enter for all
baseball fans!
The Marauders opening home game is on Saturday, April 6th,
against the St. Lucie Mets, and the season runs thru the first week
of September before the play-offs.
To win this fantastic prize, simply tell us what is the name of
the Marauders mascot?
Entries must be emailed by March 9th to competitions@
nextgenmagazine.org
They can also be mailed or handed in to the Early Learning
Coalition of Manatee County office at 600 8th Avenue West, Suite
100, Palmetto, FL, 34221.
Please mark them for the attention of MARAUDERS Contest,
NEXTGEN magazine.
Normal competition rules apply. Editor’s decision is final.
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Non-stop Flights
to major cities
and connections
to everywhere.
SEE WHERE SRQ CAN TAKE YOU

You’ll fly through here!
For ﬂight information please visit us at srq-airport.com.
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Presented by

TAKE YOUR DOG FOR A WALK
(and help us break a world record!)
a fun, free, family- friendly, dog -friendly festival
Bring your family, your friends, your dogs, and your friends’ dogs to our 2019 Walkathon
and Waggin’ Tails Festival. Every dog counts as we attempt to break the world record
for the most dogs wearing bandanas at a single event. And while we walk, together we’ll
make a big impact for people with vision loss and veterans with disabilities.

SUNCOAST | NATHAN BENDERSON PARK

MARCH 16, 2019

Registration Opens: 9 am | 3K Walk & World Record Attempt: 10 am
Waggin’ Tails Festival: 11 am–2 pm
Live Music | Beer Garden | Food Trucks | Vendor Fair
Doggie Fun Zone | Kids’ Corner | Raffle Drawing

Sign up online at www.GuideDogsWalkathon.org
All donations are tax deductible as allowed by law. A copy of the official registration and financial information may be obtained
from the Division of Consumer Services by calling toll free 1.800.435.7352 within the state. Registration does not imply
endorsement, approval, or recommendation by the state. Registration number CH0475.

FEBRUARY
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday
Kids Supergym
Open Gym 10:00am

Wednesday

12

SkyZone Sarasota
Toddler Time 10:00am

Arts a Blaze PreK Story
Time 10:00am
Sarasota Children’s
Garden “Art Rocks”
11:00am
Learning Express Toys
University Story Time
11:00am

Kids Supergym
Open Gym 10:00am

Thursday

13

Sarasota Children’s
Garden “Can You Dig It?”
11:00am
Barnes and Noble
Story Time 11:00am
Lakewood Ranch
Gymnastics Open Gym
11:00am-12:00pm

Friday

14

South Florida
Gymnastics Preschool
Playtime 10:00am
Mommy & Me
Mote Marine 10:00am

ROAR at Ringling
(Ringling of Art Readers)
10:30am-11:30am
Sarasota Children’s
Garden “Step Into A
Story” 11:00am

Saturday

15

ROAR at Ringling
(Ringling of Art Readers)
10:30am-11:30am
Sarasota Children’s
Garden “Magic Nature
Box” 11:00am
Circus Sarasota 7:00pm

Centennial Park Venice
Gazebo Starlight Cinema
“The Greatest Showman”
6:00pm
Sarasota Fairgrounds
Thunder by the Bay

Lets Create Art
Lil Picasso Class
4:00pm-5:30pm

Nathan Benderson
Park 8th Annual
Superhero 5K 8:30AM

16

Lake Uihlein 13th Annual
LWR Youth Fishing
Tournament
9:00am-12:00pm
Bradenton Farmers
Market

Barnes and Noble
Story Time 11:00am

Bay Area Renaissance
Festival 10:00am-6:00pm
37th Annual Cortez
Commercial Fishing
Festival 10:00am-6:00pm

Pittsburgh Pirates Annual
Pep Rally 5:00pm-9:00pm
Sky Zone Sarasota
Toddler Time
9:00am-11:00am

17

Bay Area Renaissance
Festival 10:00am-6:00pm

Ringling Museum
of Art FREE Admission

18

Circus Sarasota
1:00pm & 5:00pm

19

SkyZone Sarasota
Toddler Time 10:00am

Arts a Blaze PreK Story
Time 10:00am

37th Annual Cortez
Commercial Fishing
Festival 10:00am-6:00pm

Sarasota Children’s
Garden “Art Rocks”
11:00am
Learning Express Toys
University Story Time
11:00am

Circus Sarasota
1:00pm & 5:00pm

Sarasota Ski-A-Rees
Show 2:00pm

Kids Supergym
Open Gym 10:00am

20

Sarasota Children’s
Garden “Can You Dig It?”
11:00am
Barnes and Noble
Story Time 11:00am
Lakewood Ranch
Gymnastics Open Gym
11:00am-12:00pm

Circus Sarasota 7:00pm

Chick Fil-A Family Fun
Night 5:30pm-7:30pm
(check with your location)

Sarasota Fairgrounds
Thunder by the Bay

Sky Zone Sarasota
Toddler Time
9:00am-11:00am

Kids Supergym
Open Gym 10:00am

24

Nathan Benderson Park
10th Annual Rowing
Competition

Bay Area Renaissance
Festival 10:00am-6:00pm
Circus Sarasota
1:00pm & 5:00pm

Pittsburgh Pirates
Spring Training 1:05pm

Ringling Museum
of Art FREE Admission

25

Kids Supergym
Open Gym 10:00am

26

SkyZone Sarasota
Toddler Time 10:00am

Arts a Blaze PreK Story
Time 10:00am
Sarasota Children’s
Garden “Art Rocks”
11:00am

Learning Express Toys
University Story Time
11:00am
Circus Sarasota 7:00pm

21

South Florida
Gymnastics Preschool
Playtime 10:00am
Mommy & Me
Mote Marine 10:00am

ROAR at Ringling
(Ringling of Art Readers)
10:30am-11:30am
Sarasota Children’s
Garden “Step Into A
Story” 11:00am
Lets Create Art
Lil Picasso Class
4:00pm-5:30pm

Circus Sarasota 7:00pm

Kids Supergym
Open Gym 10:00am
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Sarasota Children’s
Garden “Can You Dig It?”
11:00am
Barnes and Noble
Story Time 11:00am
Lakewood Ranch
Gymnastics Open Gym
11:00am-12:00pm
Circus Sarasota
2:00pm & 7:00pm

28

Mommy & Me
Mote Marine 10:00am

ROAR at Ringling
(Ringling of Art Readers)
10:30am-11:30am
Sarasota Children’s
Garden “Step Into A
Story” 11:00am
Lets Create Art
Lil Picasso Class
4:00pm-5:30pm

Circus Sarasota 7:00pm
Florida Strawberry
Festival

22

23

ROAR at Ringling
(Ringling of Art Readers)
10:30am
Sarasota Children’s
Garden “Magic Nature
Box” 11:00am

LWR Medical Center
Health & Wellness Expo
9:00am-12:00pm

Circus Sarasota 7:00pm
Kids Ninja Training
Live Training Center
Palmetto 7:00pm

Bradenton Farmers
Market

Nathan Benderson Park
10th Annual Rowing
Competition

Michaels Kids Club
10:00am

Crosley Museum & Nature
Center Southwest Florida
Heritage Festival
10:00am-5:00pm

Barnes and Noble
Story Time 11:00am

Bay Area Renaissance
Festival 10:00am-6:00pm
37th Annual Cortez
Commercial Fishing
Festival 10:00am-6:00pm

M ARCH
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH

Home Depot
FREE Kids Workshop
9:00am-12:00pm

Centennial Park Venice
Gazebo Starlight Cinema
“The Greatest Showman”
6:00pm

Berry Festival at Fruitville
Grove 10:00am-4:00pm
Bay Area Renaissance
Festival 10:00am-6:00pm

Sarasota Children’s
Garden “Magic Nature
Box” 11:00am

Bradenton Macaroni Kid is one of the area's top resources for all things familyfriendly! With a comprehensive listing of holiday events, play groups, classes,
festivals, summer programs, shows and much more, Bradenton Macaroni Kid makes it easy for
parents to keep their children busy and entertained all year long. Don't miss the exciting giveaways,
promotions, timely bits of parenting advice and humor! Like us on Facebook and sign up to receive
the FREE weekly e-newsletter with the latest scoop on fun outings and events in Manatee County
at www.bradenton.macaronikid.com.

2

ROAR at Ringling
(Ringling of Art Readers)
10:30am-11:30am

Lakewood Ranch Music
on Main 6:00pm-9:00pm

Village of the Arts Artwalk
6:00pm-9:00pm
Circus Sarasota 7:00pm
Kids Ninja Training
Live Training Center
Palmetto 7:00pm

Artslam
Downtown Bradenton
9:00am-4:00pm

Village of the Arts Artwalk
11:00am-4:00pm
Circus Sarasota
2:00pm & 7:00pm
Florida Strawberry
Festival

Florida Strawberry
Festival

3

Sky Zone Sarasota
Toddler Time
9:00am-11:00am

Berry Festival at Fruitville
Grove 10:00am-4:00pm

Bay Area Renaissance
Festival 10:00am-6:00pm

Ringling Museum
of Art FREE Admission

4

Ringling by the Bay
6:00pm-9:00pm
Florida Strawberry
Festival

5

Kids Supergym
Open Gym 10:00am

SkyZone Sarasota
Toddler Time 10:00am

Arts a Blaze PreK Story
Time 10:00am
Sarasota Children’s
Garden “Art Rocks”
11:00am
Learning Express Toys
University Story Time
11:00am

Circus Sarasota
1:00pm & 5:00pm

2nd Annual Skyway 10K
Florida Strawberry
Festival

Circus Sarasota 7:00pm
Florida Strawberry
Festival

Sky Zone Sarasota
Toddler Time
9:00am-11:00am

10

11

Ringling Museum
of Art FREE Admission

12

Arts a Blaze PreK Story
Time 10:00am

Bay Area Renaissance
Festival 10:00am-6:00pm

Sarasota Children’s
Garden “Art Rocks”
11:00am

Circus Sarasota
1:00pm & 5:00pm

Florida Railroad Museum
Day Out with Thomas

Learning Express Toys
University Story Time
11:00am

Florida Strawberry
Festival

17

Bay Area Renaissance
Festival 10:00am-6:00pm

18

Ringling Museum
of Art FREE Admission
Sarasota County Fair

Van Wezel
Disney’s The Lion King

Florida Railroad Museum
Day Out with Thomas
Sarasota County Fair

Van Wezel
Disney’s The Lion King

19

Kids Supergym
Open Gym 10:00am
SkyZone Sarasota
Toddler Time 10:00am
Arts a Blaze PreK Story
Time 10:00am
Sarasota Children’s
Garden “Art Rocks”
11:00am
Learning Express Toys
University Story Time
11:00am
Sarasota County Fair
Van Wezel
Disney’s The Lion King

24

Bay Area Renaissance
Festival 10:00am-6:00pm
Cirque des Voix 5:00pm
Sarasota County Fair
Sky Zone Sarasota
Toddler Time
9:00am-11:00am

Lakewood Ranch
Gymnastics Open Gym
11:00am-12:00pm
Circus Sarasota
2:00pm & 7:00pm

Florida Strawberry
Festival

7

Mommy & Me
Mote Marine 10:00am

SkyZone Sarasota
Toddler Time 10:00am

ROAR at Ringling
(Ringling of Art Readers)
10:30am-11:30am
Sarasota Children’s
Garden “Step Into A
Story” 11:00am

31

Bay Area Renaissance
Festival 10:00am-6:00pm

25

Ringling Museum
of Art FREE Admission
Sarasota County Fair

Kids Supergym
Open Gym 10:00am

26

SkyZone Sarasota
Toddler Time 10:00am
Arts a Blaze PreK Story
Time 10:00am
Sarasota Children’s
Garden “Art Rocks”
11:00am

8

ROAR at Ringling
(Ringling of Art Readers)
10:30am-11:30am
Sarasota Children’s
Garden “Magic Nature
Box” 11:00am
Ringling More than a
Movie: Shrek 5:30pm

Circus Sarasota 7:00pm

Kids Supergym
Open Gym 10:00am

13

Sarasota Children’s
Garden “Can You Dig It?”
11:00am
Barnes and Noble
Story Time 11:00am
Lakewood Ranch
Gymnastics Open Gym
11:00am-12:00pm

14

South Florida
Gymnastics Preschool
Playtime 10:00am
Mommy & Me
Mote Marine 10:00am

SkyZone Sarasota
Toddler Time 10:00am

ROAR at Ringling
(Ringling of Art Readers)
10:30am-11:30am
Sarasota Children’s
Garden “Step Into A
Story” 11:00am

Kids Supergym
Open Gym 10:00am

20

Sarasota Children’s
Garden “Can You Dig It?”
11:00am
Barnes and Noble
Story Time 11:00am
Lakewood Ranch
Gymnastics Open Gym
11:00am-12:00pm
Sarasota County Fair
Van Wezel
Disney’s The Lion King

Kids Supergym
Open Gym 10:00am

27

Sarasota Children’s
Garden “Can You Dig It?”
11:00am
Barnes and Noble
Story Time 11:00am
Lakewood Ranch
Gymnastics Open Gym
11:00am-12:00pm

Mommy & Me
Mote Marine 10:00am

21

SkyZone Sarasota
Toddler Time 10:00am
ROAR at Ringling
(Ringling of Art Readers)
10:30am-11:30am
Sarasota Children’s
Garden “Step Into A
Story” 11:00am

Van Wezel
Disney’s The Lion King

Amalie Arena Disney on
Ice “Dare to Dream”
Mommy & Me
Mote Marine 10:00am

28

SkyZone Sarasota
Toddler Time 10:00am
ROAR at Ringling
(Ringling of Art Readers)
10:30am
Sarasota Children’s
Garden “Step Into A
Story” 11:00am

Michaels Kids Club
10:00am
Barnes and Noble
Story Time 11:00am
Lakewood Ranch
Gymnastics Open Gym
6:30pm-8:30pm

9

Berry Festival at Fruitville
Grove 10:00am-4:00pm
Bay Area Renaissance
Festival 10:00am-6:00pm

Bradenton Riverwalk
Music in the Park
6:00pm-8:00pm

Circus Sarasota 7:00pm

Van Wezel
Disney’s The Lion King

Berry Festival at Fruitville
Grove 10:00am-4:00pm

Sky Zone Sarasota
Toddler Time
9:00am-11:00am

Sarasota Children’s
Garden “Can You Dig It?”
11:00am
Barnes and Noble
Story Time 11:00am

South Florida
Gymnastics Preschool
Playtime 10:00am

Florida Strawberry
Festival

Florida Railroad Museum
Day Out with Thomas
Florida Strawberry
Festival

Florida Strawberry
Festival

SkyZone Sarasota
Toddler Time 10:00am

Berry Festival at Fruitville
Grove 10:00am-4:00pm

Sky Zone Sarasota
Toddler Time
9:00am-11:00am

Kids Supergym
Open Gym 10:00am

6

Kids Supergym
Open Gym 10:00am

15

ROAR at Ringling
(Ringling of Art Readers)
10:30am

Michaels Kids Club
10:00am

Florida Railroad Museum
Day Out with Thomas

Barnes and Noble
Story Time 11:00am

Sarasota Children’s
Garden “Magic Nature
Box” 11:00am

Van Wezel
Disney’s The Lion King
Bradenton Riverwalk
Music in the Park
6:00pm-8:00pm

16

Berry Festival at Fruitville
Grove 10:00am-4:00pm
Bay Area Renaissance
Festival 10:00am-6:00pm

Main Street Live
Downtown Bradenton St.
Patrick’s Edition
5:00pm-12:00pm

Florida Railroad Museum
Day Out with Thomas
Sarasota County Fair

Kids Ninja Training
Live Training Center
Palmetto 7:00pm

Van Wezel
Disney’s The Lion King

22

ROAR at Ringling
(Ringling of Art Readers)
10:30am-11:30am
Sarasota Children’s
Garden “Magic Nature
Box” 11:00am

Van Wezel
Disney’s The Lion King
Bradenton Riverwalk
Music in the Park
6:00pm-8:00pm

23

Premier Sports
Campus The Great
Inflatable Race 9:00am

Nathan Benderson Park
My Hometown Fest
12:00pm-5:00pm

Bay Area Renaissance
Festival 10:00am-6:00pm
Barnes and Noble
Story Time 11:00am

Amalie Arena Disney on
Ice “Dare to Dream”
Cirque des Voix 7:30pm

Van Wezel
Disney’s The Lion King

Amalie Arena Disney on
Ice “Dare to Dream”

Cirque des Voix 2:00pm

29

ROAR at Ringling
(Ringling of Art Readers)
10:30am-11:30am
Sarasota Children’s
Garden “Magic Nature
Box” 11:00am
Bradenton Riverwalk
Music in the Park
6:00pm-8:00pm

Bay Area Renaissance
Festival 10:00am-6:00pm

30

Michaels Kids Club
10:00am
Barnes and Noble
Story Time 11:00am
Lakewood Ranch
Gymnastics Open Gym
6:30pm-8:30pm

Bay Area Renaissance
Festival 10:00am-6:00pm
Gamble Plantation
History by Candlelight
Tour 7:00pm-9:00pm

DéjáBlues

Pictures: Whitney Patton

RECIPES: Caroline Kelly

Kids in
the Kitchen

Valentine’s Day Heart Kabobs
INGREDIENTS
•
•
•
•
•

1 honeydew melon
1 cantaloupe
1/2 watermelon
1 six-oz container plain low-fat yogurt
1 tablespoon frozen orange-juice
concentrate, thawed
• 1 tablespoon honey
• Ice pop sticks

PREPARATION

Kabobs
Cut fruit into one-inch thick slices. Using
a small heart-shaped cookie cutter, cut
hearts from melon slices.
Poke a hole in each heart with a toothpick,
going from top to bottom. Then thread fruit on
ice-pop sticks.
Dip
Stir together yogurt, orange juice concentrate,
and honey, until well combined. Serve with heart
kabobs.

Saint Patrick’s Day Fruit Skewers
http://www.getcreativejuice.com/2013/03/st-patricks-day-healthy-fruit-skewers.html

INGREDIENTS
•
•
•
•
•
•

12 ounces white baking chocolate, chopped
1 package (1 pound) Nutter Butter sandwich cookies
Red colored sugar
32 vanilla or white chips
64 miniature semisweet chocolate chips
32 Red Hots candies

PREPARATION

1. Slice the apples, pears, and kiwi, to your desired size and shape.
2. When cutting the melon, be sure to cut them into a large rectangular
shape – they will be the base of the skewer and hold it upright.

3. Slide the fruit onto the skewer and fill about half way.
4. Place the skewers on a flat plate and use ribbon or washi tape to adorn
the top.
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On The Book Shelf
REVIEWS: Ana Rodriguez

I Love You as Big
as the World
(Birth to 3) • By David Van Buren
This story about LOVE is
perfect for teaching babies
and toddlers about loving
each other. “Big Bear and
Little Bear love each other SO
much that their love stretches
high up into the mountains,
far away to the stars, and
down deep to the bottom of
the sea. It is big enough to fill
the whole wide World!” This
chunky board picture book
trails a delightful day with two bears who love each other as
much as HONEY. With spectacular illustrations and an inspiring
text, this is an unforgettable showcase of love.

(4-5) • By David Bedford
Just in time to celebrate Valentine’s Day, this tale of LOVE is an
eye opener of how love can find you. Get to know Morris the
Mole, the sweetest character. “Morris the mole is looking for
LOVE. When Morris goes to the farm, he thinks love is going
to be right in front of his nose. But Morris can’t see very well,
and what he finds at
the end of his nose
isn’t quite the love
he was expecting.”
A hilarious and
charming tale of
what happens when
you look for love and
love finds you!

(7-9) • By Deborah Wiles
A perfect story to teach our kids about racism in our world. This book written by
Deborah Summer received an Ezra Jack Keats Book Award and a Coretta Scott King
Book Award. Deborah Wiles uses colorful pictures and great language to describe
a 1964 and today problem, RACISM. “Joe and John Henry are a lot alike. They both
like shooting marbles, they both want to be firemen, and they both love to swim. But
there’s one important way they’re different: Joe is white, and John Henry is black, and
in the South in 1964, that means John Henry
isn’t allowed to do everything his best friend is.
Then a law is passed that forbids segregation
and opens the town pool to everyone. Joe and
John Henry are so excited they race each
other there… only to discover that it takes
more than a new law to change people’s
hearts.” In simple words, the author presents
a social problem through a truthful friendship
in a candid story directed to the young crowd.

The first 50 people to come into the lobby of the Early Learning
Coalition of Manatee County, 600 8th Avenue West, Suite 100,
Palmetto can pick up free copies of the books reviewed.

Skippy’s Hassle Free

BIRTHDAY
PARTIES!

Walk-In Play, Any Time!

Inflatable Party & Play Center
Sarasota Commons •935 N. Beneva Road, Suite 802 • Sarasota, FL 34232
VISIT US ONLINE AT:

941.366.0123
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146193

www.bouncedownunder.com

The Lily School & Easterseals Academy
Enrolling Preschool-5th Grade. Call Today for Details!

FREE VPK
Preschool (6 weeks-5 years)
K-5th Grade
Afterschool Care (up to 12 years)
Low Student-Teacher Ratios
Specialized Reading
Integrated Therapies
Kindermusik Program
Creative Arts
Spanish

Open House
March 7th 5:00pm-7:00pm
April 11th 5:00pm-7:00pm
All Are Welcome!

350 Braden Avenue, Sarasota, Florida 34243
For more information contact Director, Brittany Bryant at (941) 355-7637 ext. 503

Come Sea What

More Than 35 Years Of Food, Fun, And Entertainment
WORDS: Jessica Schubick

A

re you ready for the Heintz & Becker DeSoto Seafood
Festival? The Seafood Festival has been produced in
Manatee County by the Hernando DeSoto Historical
Society for more than 35 years and has evolved to become one
of the largest festivals in the area!
Getting its start as “Ethnic Nights” featuring cuisine from
different countries, the event then transformed into “River Fest”
on downtown Bradenton’s “Sandlot” at Rossi Waterfront Park.
After decades of fine-tuning, the DeSoto Seafood Festival has
become a regional “must-do” comprised of food, music, arts &
crafts, and family fun taking place in Sutton Park in Palmetto.
Rob Bell, Chairman of the DeSoto Seafood Festival, says this
history is part of what makes the event so popular. “We were
one of the original festivals in Manatee County. The Seafood
Festival has been around so long, people know who we are
and that they can expect a fun and exciting event each year.”
He added that the Festival is known for bringing in entertaining
national headlining acts, great arts vendors, and delicious food.
It’s also a FREE event, so everyone is welcomed to enjoy the
performances and activities.
Mr. Bell applauded the Festival’s biggest sponsor, Heintz &
Becker law office, saying: “We send a special thank you to Steven
Heintz & David Becker for their support through the years.” He
also thanked the event’s other sponsors, including the City of
Palmetto and Palmetto CRA.
Taking place April 5th-7th, this year’s Seafood Festival is sure to
please children and adults, alike. As always, there will be national
and local food vendors, unique arts & crafts vendors, and a Kids’
Zone sponsored by the Early Learning Coalition of Manatee
County. Families can expect bounce houses and inflatables,
face painting, and kids’ crafts. The DeSoto Historical Society’s
Queen’s Court will be introduced to the public for the first time
at the Festival on Saturday.
Among this year’s performers, American country music artist
Craig Morgan is the Saturday night headliner. Morgan has
charted seventeen times on the Billboard country charts and is
sure to be a huge hit with the crowds. As a U.S. Army veteran,
Morgan is a perfect fit for this year’s Seafood Festival, which
is honoring emergency responders and the military with perks
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You’re Missing!
including drink specials. Mr. Bell also noted that this year’s
Festival will utilize the Pavilion in Sutton Park, allowing crowds
to benefit from the comfort of the grassy areas in the park while
enjoying the entertainment.
The DeSoto Seafood Festival kicks-off the DeSoto Historical
Society’s Heritage Festival events in April – including the DeSoto
Bottle Boat Regatta on April 13th, the DeSoto Children’s Parade
on April 19th, the DeSoto Landing on April 20th, the Easter
Sunrise Service on April 21st, the DeSoto Musical & Fashion Show
on April 23rd, the Queen Selection Banquet on April 24th, the
Dignitary Reception on April 25th, the DeSoto Ball on April 26th,
and culminating in the DeSoto Grand Parade on April 27th. (Visit
www.desotohq.com/2019-desoto-events for more information.)
Proceeds generated from the Heintz & Becker DeSoto Seafood
Festival benefit the Conquistador Historical Foundation. As the
charitable arm of the Hernando DeSoto Historical Society, the
Conquistador Historical Foundation distributes funding to other
community charities, provides educational programs, and funds
collegiate scholarships.

FESTIVAL DETAILS:
WHEN:

Friday, April 5th from 5 pm – 10 pm
Saturday, April 6th from 11 am – 10 pm
Sunday, April 7th from Noon – 6 pm

WHERE:

Sutton Park (1036 6th St W, Palmetto, FL 34221)

COST:

FREE Admission all weekend long! Cash is required to purchase
food & drink tickets. ATMs are conveniently located at the
Festival. Some arts & crafts vendors accept credit cards, but be
sure to bring plenty of cash.

MORE INFORMATION:

Visit www.desotosff.com or contact info@desotohq.com.
Chairs are permitted in designated areas only; no pets; no coolers.
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Triple Threat
WORDS: Kara Chalmers
PICTURES: Whitney Patton
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O

n a recent Saturday, parents Kris and Meg Flammang
watched a soccer game intently. Neither sat. Kris paced
up and down the field, not saying a thing. In contrast,
Meg stood next to her empty folding chair, and shouted words
of encouragement to the nine players on the field. After all, onethird of them were her and Kris’ sons, numbers 21, 31, and 41.
The boys, Cooper, Jackson, and Quinn, are easy to spot. They’re
triplets, age 11, and while Jackson is a few inches taller than his
brothers, and while Cooper’s hair is more blond than brown, all
three sport the same distinctive haircut - shaved but with some
longer locks on top, in the front. According to Kris, the boys first
saw the hairstyle on a soccer player in the 2014 World Cup, and
they’ve worn the same one ever since.
Cooper, Jackson, and Quinn are fifth graders at Gene Witt
Elementary School. They are talented athletes who’ve been
playing organized sports since they were four. They all say
soccer is their number one passion, and that they want to play
professionally when they grow up. They play on the premier team
for the competitive Braden River Soccer Club in Lakewood Ranch
from August through May.
“They are the three most coachable kids I’ve ever coached,” said
Nick Leduc, a fourth-grade teacher at Braden River Elementary
School who coached the boys for two years. As players, all three
are outstanding, Leduc said. They never take criticism personally,
he added. Rather, they listen and trust that their coaches are
trying to help them improve. “If you teach them something
Thursday, you see it in the game Saturday,” Leduc said.

For instance, it seems well-established in the Flammang family
that Cooper is the fastest, strongest runner. In fact, what Cooper
says he loves most about soccer is “that you get to run a lot.”
The individual nature of running balances out Cooper’s two team
sports. “It’s really peaceful when you run,” Cooper said.
While he admits his strength is speed, when asked which brother
is the best at sports, Cooper answered: “We’re all about the
same.” Jackson said he too loves soccer partly because of the
“non- stop running and moving.”
“You can be creative in front of the goal,” Jackson said. “I like
attacking.” In football, Jackson likes playing defense the best.
“I like making interceptions and pulling flags,” he said. “I like
pushing myself.”
In their half-acre backyard, the boys have plenty of space to
practice together, which is what they do in their free time. “We’re
trying to always get better,” Cooper said.
The boys excel in sports, but they also shine in school,
consistently making dean’s list or honor roll. They also love music
and are in Gene Witt’s “Orffestra” - an orchestra using recorders,
xylophones, and drums - and they are in the school’s choir.

MIGHTY MULTIPLES
Twelve years ago, Meg and Kris Flammang got the surprise of
their lives when they found out they were having triplets. Not only
triplets, male triplets. “We were completely shocked,” Meg said.
“After we got over the shock, we were so excited.”

SPORTS STARS
The boys’ second favorite sport is flag football. In the winter,
they play Under the Lights, also in Lakewood Ranch, and their
father coaches their team. So, these days, the lives of every
family member (including the triplets’ younger sister Maya, 7,
who plays soccer on the Braden River recreational team) revolve
around sports.
The boys practice either soccer or flag football five nights a
week. They have flag football games on Friday nights and soccer
games on Saturdays and sometimes Sundays.
“We don’t watch TV during the week,” said the boys’ mother,
Meg. However, she said the family does watch college football
on weekends. Any college football, Meg says, although the
Nebraska Cornhuskers football team is the family’s favorite, since
Kris and Meg are both from Nebraska.
Finally, the Flammang triplets run for their school’s track team
each spring. The boys are three of the seven members of
the team, and they’ve also run in local 5K races. “They’ve
just always really loved sports,” Meg said. “They are very
competitive, but they are not competitive with each other. They
all have their strengths on the field, but they are fine identifying
each other’s strengths.”
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When the boys were born - Cooper first, then Jackson, and then
Quinn, all two minutes apart - they were 10 weeks early and had
to spend two months in the Newborn Intensive Care Unit. While
Jackson and Quinn are identical, Cooper is fraternal.
When asked what it’s like being a triplet, all three said the same
thing: a triplet always has someone to play with. “It’s fun because
you get to play with your brothers a lot, and we all like the same
sports,” Quinn said. Cooper added: “It’s fun. If one sibling doesn’t
want to play, there’s always another.”
The boys obviously share a love of sports, but that’s not all
they share. The family home is big enough for the boys to have
their own bedrooms, but they choose to share one room. There
are three twin beds, each with a poster of a favorite soccer
team hanging above it: Barcelona over Quinn’s, Juventus over
Jackson’s, and Paris Saint-Germain over Cooper’s.
The boys share one closet and one dresser. Meg generally buys
her sons the same clothes but in different colors: blue for Quinn,
green for Cooper, and black or gray for Jackson. Recently, Meg
asked them if they wanted their own rooms. “They said, ‘That
would be silly, why would we?’” Meg smiled.
As much as the boys truly enjoy spending time with each other,
Meg and Kris make sure they have one-on-one time with each
son. For example, Kris will take just one of the boys golfing with
him or to a Tampa Bay Rowdies soccer game in St. Petersburg.
“That allows me time to focus on them,” Kris said.
Also, while the boys have similar interests, their personalities are
very different. For example, according to Kris, Jackson is detailoriented, scheduled and organized. Cooper is the most laid-back
but is also the most emotional. Quinn is laidback, too, and has
the kindest heart. All are outgoing and friendly. And, they can
be loud. “It’s kind of hard for our house to be quiet,” Kris said.

BOYS WILL BE… GOOD HUMANS
As players, Cooper, Quinn, and Jackson are competitive, yet
respectful. As people, they are thoughtful and positive. They have
a quiet confidence that’s rare in such young kids, said Leduc, the
coach. “They definitely complement each other,” Leduc said of
the boys. “They are the best of friends. I’ve never heard a cross
word between them.”
The triplets not only look out for each other, they also look out for
their little sister Maya, Leduc said. The Flammangs and Leduc,
who, since coaching the boys has become a Flammang family
friend, took a ski trip together last winter. He said that whenever
the boys were on a lift, they would get really quiet - a rarity, Leduc
said - because they were so intent on scanning the slopes for
Maya in her ski school.
When they would see her, they’d get so excited they’d start
screaming. “Kids like them, they get invited to every birthday party,”
Leduc said. “They’re not just good kids, they’re good people. They
are three of my very favorite human beings in the world.”
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Pushing Back Against The Slide!
T

he Suncoast Summer Book Challenge
data is in - and it’s likened to the
beginning of a “happily ever after” story!
Research shows that children raised in
low-income households can lose two
months or more of reading skills during
the summer, and children who do that
consistently can wind up two years
behind their classmates by the end of
sixth grade. This decline in reading skills
is called the “Summer Slide.”
Kudos to the hard work of the children
and countless volunteers, businesses,
nonprofits, government entities, and
the media, who helped the Suncoast
Campaign for Grade-Level Reading
(SCGLR) accelerate progress toward
preventing the Summer Slide.
In 2018, the Suncoast Summer Book
Challenge, funded by The Patterson
Foundation, engaged with 83 summer
providers from Manatee, Sarasota,
Charlotte, and DeSoto counties to
encourage children to read at least
six books during the summer months.
S tudents who par ticipated in the
book challenge received a brightly
colored silicone bracelet for every book
they completed.
5,3 6 9 children par ticipated in the
challenge, with 4,915 completing it
by reading at least six books. In total,
children read 126,787 books!
SCGLR was able to obtain aggregate
per formance data for 6 9 summer
providers who worked with elementary
school-aged children for at least four
weeks during the summer months. These
children took an i-Ready diagnostic test in
the spring of 2018 (AP3) and an i-Ready
diagnostic test in the fall of 2018 (AP1),
allowing SCGLR to compare their scores
to obtain an indication of summer reading
gain or loss.

HARD WORK PAYS OFF:
The Data
• 43 (62%) of the summer locations
participating in the Suncoast Summer
Book Challenge experienced no loss of
reading skills over the summer.

SCGLR is proud to congratulate the sites below that had zero
learning loss or reading gains during the summer.
County
Participating Site
		
		
MANATEE
YMCA Parrish Branch
MANATEE
YMCA Harllee Summer Camp
SARASOTA
SCS SLA – Alta Vista
SARASOTA
SCS SLA – Brentwood
SARASOTA
SCS SLA – Glenallen
CHARLOTTE EduCare Learning Center
MANATEE
Tallevast Community Center Inc.
SARASOTA
Boys & Girls Club of Sarasota County – Newtown Estates
SARASOTA
Girls Inc.
SARASOTA
SCS SLA – Emma E. Booker
SARASOTA
SCS SLA – Lamarque
CHARLOTTE Meadowpark Elementary School Charlotte County Public Schools
MANATEE
Anna Gayle Center
MANATEE
Manatee County Parks & Rec at John H. Marble Recreation Center
MANATEE
YMCA Lakewood Ranch Branch
MANATEE
Rubonia Community Center/D.L. Randall Foundation
SARASOTA
Sarasota County Parks & Recreation – Longwood
SARASOTA
Boys & Girls Club of Sarasota County – Lee Wetherington
SARASOTA
Boys & Girls Club of Sarasota County – Roy McBean
SARASOTA
Sarasota County Parks & Recreation – Colonial Oaks
SARASOTA
Robert L. Taylor Community Complex
SARASOTA
YMCA – Evelyn Sadlier Jones
SARASOTA
SCS SLA – Atwater
SARASOTA
SCS SLA – Cranberry
SARASOTA
SCS SLA – Gocio
SARASOTA
SCS SLA – Tuttle
SARASOTA
SCS SLA – Wilkinson
SARASOTA
Better Tomorrows/Janies Garden
CHARLOTTE Boys & Girls Club – Charlotte County
MANATEE
Anna Maria Oyster Bar – Ballard & Rogers Garden at South Florida Museum
MANATEE
Anna Maria Oyster Bar – Daughtrey at Landside
MANATEE
Boys & Girls Club of Manatee County – Oneco
MANATEE
Boys & Girls Club of Manatee County – Rogers Garden – Bullock Elementary
MANATEE
Just For Girls West
MANATEE
Manatee County Parks & Rec at G.T. Bray Park
SARASOTA
Boys & Girls Club of Sarasota County – Gene Matthews
SARASOTA
Sarasota County Parks & Recreation – Arlington
SARASOTA
Sarasota County Parks & Recreation – Bee Ridge
SARASOTA
Sarasota County Parks & Recreation – Woodmere
SARASOTA
Sky Family YMCA – Englewood
SARASOTA
YMCA – Frank G. Berlin, Sr. Branch

• 28 (41%) of the summer locations
participating in the Suncoast Summer
Book Challenge experienced an increase
in their reading skills over the summer,
with five locations gaining more than 1.5
months of reading skills.

Average Summer Learning Gain.
Note: 0 equals staying the same,
which means no learning loss.
2 Months Learning Gain
1.5 Month Learning Gain
1.5 Month Learning Gain
1.5 Month Learning Gain
1.5 Month Learning Gain
1 Month Learning Gain
1 Month Learning Gain
1 Month Learning Gain
1 Month Learning Gain
1 Month Learning Gain
1 Month Learning Gain
0.5 Month Learning Gain
0.5 Month Learning Gain
0.5 Month Learning Gain
0.5 Month Learning Gain
0.5 Month Learning Gain
0.5 Month Learning Gain
0.5 Month Learning Gain
0.5 Month Learning Gain
0.5 Month Learning Gain
0.5 Month Learning Gain
0.5 Month Learning Gain
0.5 Month Learning Gain
0.5 Month Learning Gain
0.5 Month Learning Gain
0.5 Month Learning Gain
0.5 Month Learning Gain
0.5 Month Learning Gain
0 Months of Learning Loss
0 Months of Learning Loss
0 Months of Learning Loss
0 Months of Learniwng Loss
0 Months of Learning Loss
0 Months of Learning Loss
0 Months of Learning Loss
0 Months of Learning Loss
0 Months of Learning Loss
0 Months of Learning Loss
0 Months of Learning Loss
0 Months of Learning Loss
0 Months of Learning Loss

• 66 (96%) of the summer locations
participating in the Suncoast Summer
Book Challenge gained reading skills,
stayed even, or lost 1 month or less of
reading skills.

• 54 (76%) of the summer locations
participating in the Suncoast Summer
Book Challenge gained reading skills,
stayed even, or lost only 0.5 months of
reading skills.
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S

tudents at Palm View Elementary in Palmetto got a special
treat in December, as popular children’s musician and
YouTube sensation Jack Hartmann put on a concert for more
than 100 kids in the school’s VPK and kindergarten classes. Mr.
Hartmann has nearly 400,000 followers on YouTube, where he
has posted hundreds of videos featuring educational children’s
songs about letters, numbers, words, physical fitness, social
learning, sign language, and more.
Mr. Hartmann’s videos combine early childhood standardsbased lessons with fun and engaging music and movements. He
has a background in social work, with a BA in Child Psychology
and an MA in Clinical Psychology. Asked about his music, Mr.
Hartmann said: “We try to do positive and educationally-sound
things for kids. My wife is a former kindergarten teacher. She
taught in Pinellas County for about 15 years.”
He continued: “We’ve been doing the YouTube channel for about
4 years. We’re expecting to reach half a million followers by April.
When I just did music, it was pretty much only for kids in this
country. But now, when you create a video… it’s global!” He has
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received comments on YouTube from parents and students in
places like Moldova, Kenya, and Australia, among others.
Despite the worldwide reach that his YouTube channel brings,
Mr. Hartmann still values his time performing for live audiences.
He explained: “I love to see the kids and to have the one-on-one
time – to see them laugh, see them smile. I got a note from my
brother the other day that said: ‘Aren’t you too old for this?’ But
I look at it the other way – I’ve got my health; I’ve got my voice;
I’ve got my brain; and I still love writing songs!”
“I’ve been a social worker for 20 years – so I know a lot of these
kids go home and sometimes it’s not too happy. That’s part of it,
too.” He continued: “You don’t know, musically speaking, what
might spark a kid to play an instrument or sing. I remember
reading a story about Eddie Van Halen. Someone asked him,
‘What would you be doing if you didn’t get into playing guitar?’
And he said, ‘I know what I’d be doing; I’d be in jail!’” Mr.
Hartmann believes that interests like sports and music may help
kids stay out of trouble later in life.

VPK teacher Katie Choate organized the performance, with
support from the community. She explained: “This was an
experience that my Virgil Mills Elementary students had and
coming to a Title I school, I wanted to provide that same
opportunity for these kids. The parents at Mills paid for it,
but I knew that the funding wasn’t going to be available at
Palm View. So, over the summer, I applied for Donors Choose
(www.donorschoose.org). Then an anonymous donor said that
they would double all of the donations that were made to this
project, because they felt so strongly about bringing music into
the schools.”
She added: “We even had teachers who put $10 in, because
they knew that it would be turned into $20. Having that extra
support – not only from the community, but from our own teachers
because they felt so strongly about having him here – that was
pretty cool. I’m very thankful that we were able to bring him in.
I’m thankful to Donors Choose. I’m thankful for the community.
I organized it, but it always takes a village. It’s never just one
person, it’s everybody!”
Asked why she was so committed to bringing Hartmann to her
students, Ms. Choate responded: “I think because we use his
songs so much in our daily teaching; it kind of brings it all together
for them to see him. I think he validates all of those songs and all
of those teachings that we do, because it’s coming from a rock
star! And as he said, if he can influence one child – especially
one child in a Title I school – to walk on that right path and to
make good decisions, I think that is huge.”
• Learn more about Jack Hartmann at www.JackHartmann.com.

SPECTRUM INTERNET ASSIST
Charter’s Low-Cost, High-Speed Broadband Service

CLOSING THE DIGITAL DIVIDE
•

Earlier this year a Federal Communication
Commission (FCC) report on broadband access
found that 34 million Americans lack access to
high-speed broadband in the home. According to
the Pew Research Center, five million families in the
U.S. with school-aged children don’t have access to
broadband in the home.

•

Charter understands how important access to
broadband is for all Americans and is working to
connect its customers to the online resources and
information they need to be successful in today’s
increasingly digital economy.

MAKING HIGH-SPEED BROADBAND MORE
AFFORDABLE

www.CharterResourceCenter.com

•

This superior service is three times faster than
comparable industry offerings and is the only
low-cost broadband service that meets the FCC’s
definition of ‘high-speed’ broadband.

•

Charter’s Spectrum Internet Assist will help ensure
K-12 students of eligible low-income families have
a chance to get ahead and low-income seniors on
Supplemental Security Income can stay engaged in
an increasingly digital culture.

www.SpectrumInternetAssist.com

THE ADVANTAGES OF SPECTRUM INTERNET ASSIST
Spectrum Internet Assist will deliver the fastest Internet speeds (30/4 Mbps) in the nation
for a low-cost broadband program for $14.99 per month.
Additional features:
•

Locked-in rate of $5.00 per month for home WiFi, including a router, with no activation fee.

•

Spectrum Internet Assist customers are eligible to receive promotional and phone
bundle offerings.

•

Spectrum Internet Assist comes with a modem at no extra cost, and free self-install.

WHERE TO GO FOR HELP WITH ELIGIBILITY AND ENROLLMENT
To determine eligibility Charter is encouraging those families and individuals who believe
they may qualify to visit a dedicated Spectrum Internet Assist website to complete
the eligibility verification process. The website is: www.SpectrumInternetAssist.com.
Prospective enrollees may also call the Spectrum Internet Assist toll-free number at
1-844-525-1574.
Once the eligibility verification process is completed individuals will be notified of their
eligibility status.
Restrictions apply. Services not available in all areas. Speed may vary by location. ©2016 Charter Communications.

www.CharterResourceCenter.com

www.SpectrumInternetAssist.com

Look Inside
The N.E.S.T.
WORDS: Peggy Kronus
PICTURES: Odell Photos
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O

n any given day, you can visit the Mosaic Center for Nature, Exploration, Science, and Technology - commonly known
as the N.E.S.T. The newest addition to the Robinson Preserve Phase One Expansion, this rare gem is tucked away in the
breathtaking surroundings of Robinson Preserve in Northwest Bradenton.

The N.E.S.T. is a tree house-style classroom and environmental center managed by the Manatee County Parks and Natural
Resources Department’s Volunteer and Education Division and is home to a variety of hands-on interpretive programs designed
for all ages. With a lookout tower and elevated boardwalks, it provides an exciting new classroom environment for school children
and the public alike, as well as a place to hold special educational events for the community.

This two-story, 1,700 square foot building has an elevated heavy timber structure made from both cedar and cypress, with wood
floors and walls. The round building was modeled after an octagonal classroom. Being circular in design, it truly has no corners.
A spiral staircase connects the two levels of the N.E.S.T., creating a periscope-like appearance.
Dave Sessions, President of Willis Smith Construction, explained: “We have been building and working with Manatee County
for over 30 years. As leaders in sustainable construction, we were honored to partner with Mosaic to be part of the Phase One
Expansion by building the N.E.S.T. This is truly a landmark within Manatee County that will be here long after we are gone.”
Robinson Preserve’s Phase One Expansion included restoring approximately six acres of the existing 487-acre site, as well as
environmental and civil engineering and landscaping design.
For more information about the N.E.S.T., visit www.mymanatee.org.
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V

ideo games are popular with both kids and adults. A typical
American child will play a video game with some regularity
in their daily lives. Research supports that over 90% of children
engage in gaming. Ever since video games came onto the
markets in the second half of the 20th century, they have been
surrounded by controversy.
Just like television before it, parents thought that video games
were a bad influence on children and got in the way of other more
worthwhile activities, such as academics and playing with friends.
Since these games can play such a big part in our children’s lives,
the student services department wishes to provide parents with
a guide of Dos and Don’ts for gaming when it comes to children.
In no order, here are some suggestions:

• DO: Let your child experience a variety of video
games

• DO NOT: Write off video games as something that is
not productive

There are several benefits to playing video games. Video games
have been found to increase problem solving and social skills,
sharpen hand-eye coordination, enhance critical thinking skills,
and heighten concentration. In games like Minecraft, for example,
playing the game increases a child’s creativity to explore
architectural feats that they have created.
Some children even code their own modifications in Minecraft
or produce their own video games. These “indie games” have
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been flourishing in the last few years, and there are even
conferences to allow players to experience each other’s games
and receive feedback.

• DO: Play video games with your child
• DO NOT: Ignore your child while they are playing
video games

Parents engaging in gaming with their children has been found
to be beneficial to family bonding. For example, finding out more
about their child’s interests or discussing aspects of the game
can enhance a parent’s relationship with their child. However,
one thing parents should not do is ignore their children while
they play. Having video games in a room where parents can
supervise and monitor their behavior while playing should be
considered. This also avoids the child being isolated for long
periods of time from their family.

• DO: Limit their playing time
• DO NOT: Let them play all night
Just like television before them, video games tend to sometimes
become a pseudo babysitter. Many times at school, children
can be heard talking with their friends about how much they
play during all hours of the day and night. Limits need to be set
to help them balance gaming with other daily life activities, such
as playing outside and finishing their homework.
Most studies suggest that kids under five-years-old should have
an hour or less of screen time per day. As children get older, strict

limits should still be put in place, and agreed to ahead of time,
in terms of their allowed amount of screen time. Additionally, a
time when all electronics are turned off and stored away, which
studies suggest should be an hour or two before bed, is important
in creating a consistent bedtime routine.

• DO: Understand the video game rating system
• DO NOT: Buy games without reviewing them first
Stores have become more consistent about not letting a child buy
a video game meant for an adult without a parent or guardian
being present. Video game producers have developed a rating
system to help parents decide what is appropriate for their
children to play. For example, children should not be playing “M”
(mature) rated games like Call of Duty, Halo, or Grand Theft Auto.
These games were made for a more mature adult audience.
Please refer to the Entertainment Software Ratings Board (ESRB)
website http://www.esrb.org for this information. Also, before
buying the game, ask the sales person his opinion or look at
online reviews about the game to make sure it is appropriate
for your child.

• DO: Monitor your child’s online interaction with peers
• DO NOT: Ignore discussions about cyberbullying and
online privacy

With social media and the advent of online gaming, more
teenagers (72%) game online with their friends. While meeting
new friends in real life and online can be a positive experience,

it can also expose them to being bullied and taken advantage
of. Having an honest dialogue with your child or teen about
what cyberbullying is, and what to do if they are affected, is as
important as discussing ways to keep their identity safe.
Children and adolescents should know not to put sensitive
information online and be wary of clicking on links or apps
from strangers. Turning off the micro-transactions in games
is important too so that they do not spend money on items
for in-game bonuses without consulting with their parents. As
previously discussed, observing and playing along with your
child can help to begin these discussions.
In conclusion, while video games can provide challenges for
parents, boys and girls of all ages find inspiration, joy, and relief
when playing them. The freedoms you may allow in this area
all come down to knowing your child, their strengths, and their
limitations. If your child is struggling in several areas of their lives
(i.e., low grades and minimal social interactions) then limiting
or not engaging in certain video games should be considered.
However, if your child enjoys gaming, has other interests at
home or at school, and is meeting his or her goals, then a level
of Fortnite or Minecraft is not likely to have a negative impact.
Ultimately, trust your judgement and intuition as a parent. Be safe
and have fun with your family and friends, as there are dozens
of different games for all age groups to enjoy!
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CREATING MEMORIES
AND MILESTONES

Whether buying a home in the perfect neighborhood, selling when it’s time for a
little more space or renting close to a top-rated school, Michael Saunders & Company
has been helping families reach milestones on Florida’s Gulf Coast for over 4O years.
Contact us today to take the first step toward success.

Residential • Commercial • Rental • Mortgage • Title • Insurance
MICHAELSAUNDERS.COM
ANNA MARIA ISLAND
6000 Marina Drive
Holmes Beach, FL 34217
941.896.9981

BRADENTON
4400 Manatee Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34209
941.748.6300

IMG ACADEMY
5500 34th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34210
941.752.2683

LAKEWOOD RANCH
8325 Lakewood Ranch Blvd.
Lakewood Ranch, FL 34202
941.907.9595

Manatee County Rural Health Services
is now MCR Health
40 YEARS STRONG WITH A RENEWED
COMMITMENT TO OUR PATIENTS

mcr.health

From the Beginning

The Women & Children’s Center at
Lakewood Ranch Medical Center

The staff at the Women & Children’s Center at Lakewood Ranch Medical Center work together
to provide coordinated care for obstetrics and gynecology and labor and delivery. Our featured
childbirth and family-focused education services get new families off to a good start:
Childbirth Services
• Private labor, delivery, recovery and
postpartum suites
• Wireless fetal monitoring for increased
comfort and mobility
• Infant security system
• Personalized rooming-in experience for mom
and baby
• Birth viewing drape for Cesarean delivery

Family-focused Education
• Preview Night tours
• Parenthood Prep Class offerings; including
Breastfeeding, Baby Care Basics, Increase
the Peace and more
• Childbirth education class offerings –
including HypnoBirth
• New Parenthood Classes and Support
Groups - including Tummy Time
• Prenatal Yoga

Optimal Comfort Environment
• Daily Quiet Time
• Tea at Two
• Aromatherapy Options
• Doulas Welcome

For more information about the Women &
Children’s Center at Lakewood Ranch
Medical Center, call 941.782.2229, visit
lakewoodranchmedicalcenter.com or email us at
LAKEWOODWomenCenterDelivers@uhsinc.com
Physicians are on the medical staff of Lakewood Ranch Medical Center, but, with
limited exceptions, are independent practitioners who are not employees or
agents of Lakewood Ranch Medical Center. The hospital shall not be liable for
actions or treatments provided by physicians. For language assistance, disability
accommodations and the non-discrimination notice, visit our website.
190553-0567 1/19

8330 Lakewood Ranch Boulevard
Lakewood Ranch, FL 34202 | 941.782.2100

lakewoodranchmedicalcenter.com

Connect with us!

